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Granite Falls, North Carolina

Granite Falls Garden Club Celebrates “Earth Day” By Planting Shrub
At The Granite Falls Veterans Monument
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Caldwell Journal Info

“Published on our website each Thursday”
Established October 2, 2014
www.caldwelljournal.com
www.facebook.com/CaldwellJournal
mark.jackson@caldwelljournal.com
The content of the articles or the advertisements does
not necessarily represent the opinions of anyone
affiliated with the Caldwell Journal. The Caldwell
Journal is a non-discriminatory paper.

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm
For Next Week's Paper

Caldwell Journal Weather
High 84 Low 56
Precipitation: 0.10 in.
A t-storm in spots.
High 83 Low 59
Precipitation: 0.14 in.
High 83 Low 59
Precipitation: 0.44 in.
Decreasing clouds
High 77 Low 48
Precipitation: 0.00 in.
Mostly sunny
High 81 Low 52
Precipitation: 0.00 in.
High 83 Low 55
Precipitation: 0.00 in.

.

A shower possible
High 82 Low 57
Precipitation: 0.00 in.

CONSUMER ALERT:
Be aware of immigration scams.
RALEIGH, NC (April 25, 2019) -- Attorney General Josh
Stein is cautioning people about an immigration scam
that uses Department of Homeland Security Office of Inspector General (DHS OIG) telephone numbers and several different types of scamming techniques to steal people’s money. Here’s how the scam works, and what you
should do if you’re contacted.
The scammers will “spoof” the call to hide their identity
by making it appear that they’re calling from phone numbers that belong to federal immigration authorities. Your
caller ID may display a number that appears to be one of
the following numbers:
• DHS HQ Operator: 202-282-8000
• DHS Civil Rights and Civil Liberties: 202-401-1474
• DHS OIG Hotline: 1-800-323-8603
If you answer the call, the scammers may tell you that
they represent the U.S. government or federal immigration authorities, such as the Department of Homeland
Security. They may share that you or someone in your
family has been a victim of identity theft or fraud or that
a family member is being held under an immigration detainer as an excuse to get you to give or confirm personal
or financial information. They may even threaten you
with arrest or deportation if you refuse to share this information, or they may use the threat as a way to demand
payment.
These calls can be scary, and it’s understandable to panic
out of fear for your or your loved one’s safety. But no one
from the federal government, law enforcement, or another government agency will contact you to threaten you
with arrest. And the numbers mentioned above – the
DHS OIG Hotline, HQ Operator, and CRCL lines – never
make outgoing calls. If you are contacted by someone
claiming to be from the federal government or DHS, do
not provide any personal information or bank account
details, and do not make a payment. Hang up – don’t
continue the conversation.
If you think you have been the victim of this scam, call
the DHS Hotline directly to verify any concerns. File a
complaint with NCDOJ’s Consumer Protection Division
(1-877-5-NO-SCAM and http://ncdoj.gov/complaint), the
Federal Communications Commission, and the Federal
Trade Commission. You can also call your cellphone provider and ask if they have a spam call-blocking app or service that can block unwanted calls.
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NCDA&CS Standards Division offers tips on
avoiding credit card skimmers
RALEIGH, NC (April 25, 2019) -- As the weather turns
warmer and many North Carolinians make travel plans
for the Summer months, the North Carolina Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services Standards Division is offering a few tips on how to stay safe at the
pump after a recent uptick in credit card skimmers have
been found.
In the first quarter of 2019, inspectors with the
NCDA&CS Standards Division and partnering local authorities found 23 credit card skimmers in gas pumps
around the state through routine inspections at the
pump. That compares to five skimmers in the first quarter of 2018 and 37 over the entire year.
Also, of note is that 11 of the 23 skimmers found in the
first quarter were found in Johnston County. This includes five at one location in the town of Selma and implies a concerted effort to target the Johnston County
area with skimmers. Skimmers were also found in Davidson, Mecklenburg and Polk counties.
“On return visits, we found that some of the same stores
were hit a second time after the first device was already
removed. This leads me to believe that someone is, or at
least was, actively working this area,” said Chad Parker,
Standards Division measurement section manager. “We
have completed our sweep and now our inspector is returning to these stores for his annual inspections.”
Skimmers are electronic devices placed inside a gas
pump which collect data whenever a credit or debit card
transaction is made at that pump. The owner of the
skimmer then returns and collects the device, along with
the credit or debit card information stored on it.
For the average customer, there is no way of knowing if
there is a skimmer inside a pump, said Parker. Despite
that, there are a few steps that consumers can take to
reduce the risk of having their information stolen.

Loaded Grilled Cauliflower
Ingredients
2 large heads cauliflower
1/4 c. extra-virgin olive oil
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
1/2 tsp. paprika
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
2 c. shredded cheddar
Ranch dressing, for drizzling
8 slices cooked bacon
2 tbsp. finely chopped chives
Instructions
Remove and discard leaves from each cauliflower head,
then trim stem so that the cauliflower can lay flat on
cutting board. (Leave the core intact!)

Cut each cauliflower into thick “steaks” about 3/4"
• If possible, do not use a card at the pump. Paying for thick. Reserve any loose florets to cook with the steaks.
your gas inside, with either a card or cash, allows you to In a small bowl, whisk together olive oil, garlic powder,
pay at a machine that has an employee watching over it and paprika. Season mixture with salt and pepper.
all day.
Heat a grill or a grill pan to medium. Brush one side of
• If you do use a card outside, run it as a credit transac- each steak with olive oil mixture and place the brushed
tion, rather than debit. This way, the machine will ask side down on a grill. Brush the top sides with olive oil
for your ZIP code instead of your PIN, which leave you mixture and cook until tender and charred in spots,
about 8 minutes per side. Top each cauliflower with
less vulnerable if a skimmer picks up your information.
cheese and cook until melted.
• Ask the store what kinds of measures they have taken
Toss extra florets in the olive oil mixture and grill, turnto protect your information from being stolen
ing often, until charred and tender, about 6 minutes.
The Standards Division inspects gas dispensers for accuDrizzle cauliflower with ranch then sprinkle cooked baracy and fuel quality. Inspectors with the division check
con and chives on top.
dispensers for the presence of skimmers by request,
complaint or during routine gas pump inspection.
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Granite Falls Middle School Groundbreaking Ceremony Held
GRANITE FALLS, NC (April 29, 2019) -- After many years of planning and discussion, Granite Falls Middle School
officially breaks ground on its new facility on the afternoon of Monday, April 29, 2019.
Granite Falls Middle School Principal Melissa
Costin welcomed all that were in attendance.
Special music, “Inscription of Hope,” was provided by the Granite Falls Middle School 7th Grade
Chorus under the direction of Granite Falls Middle School Choir Director Justin Gray.
A school has been on this site for 133 years which
is known as “Schoolhouse Hill.” Granite Falls
Mayor Barry Hayes stated, “We all have great
memories of this school. The best memory I have
is a rush of smiling kids flooding the hallways as
classes changed.” Mayor Hayes went on to say,
“My prayer for the future students is that they too
have good memories of smiling faces.”
In the planning stages, there were discussions
about the placement of the new facility which involved the large shade trees in front of the school
and the old Oak Tree in back of the school. The
old Oak Tree in back of the school was dated back to the Revolutionary War by an arborist and was said to be
“mighty and strong.” The architect, Vern L. McKissick of McKissick Associates Architects, made changes to the
plans to save these old trees.
The architect said the old 1935 section of the school will be reconstructed into a modern 21st century school - "a
Knowledge Commons & Technitorium for 700 middle-schoolers." The “parallel drive” in front of the school will not
be a problem anymore as new entrances will be constructed. A soccer field will be added on the south end of the
campus. The gymnasium will receive air conditioning and an elevator.
Construction will be completed in stages.
Old and new buildings will be used simultaneously until the construction is completed.
Caldwell County Schools Superintendent Dr. Donald Phipps spoke about “realizing a dream” for many. The project
will be “innovative and progressive while preserving the past, creating new possibilities and carrying on a legacy of
learning.”
Project Timeline
May 2, 2019…
Preparation Work (fences go up, staging areas marked)
June 15, 2019…
Site Work Begins (trucks, earth moving)
June 2020 to December 2020…
Renovations to Existing Classrooms
June 2019 to June 2020…
New Addition Construction (between gym
and corner building)
January 2021 to April 2021…
Partial Demolition of Blue-Roof Building (to
become athletic support)
April 2021 to October 2021…
Construction of New Field (on corner)
June 2020 to December 2020…
Renovations to Historic Front Building (to
become Commons & Technotorium)
Nov 1, 2021…
Final Completion
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CCC&TI, Furniture Industry Partners Unveil New Furniture Factory Lab
HUDSON, NC (April 26, 2019) -- Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute provided a first glimpse at
the future of workforce training for the furniture industry during a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Thursday on the
campus in Hudson.
CCC&TI unveiled the new Furniture Factory Lab to a crowd of local government, education and furniture industry
leaders, while celebrating the various partnerships with private industry that made the project possible.
“It’s very much state-of-the-art,” CCC&TI President Dr. Mark Poarch said, while speaking during the event. “This is
the ultimate collaboration of business, industry and education. Our partners came together to create something
special, and something that’s needed in our community.”
The Furniture Factory Lab is an innovative workforce program that will prepare CCC&TI students for the next generation of furniture manufacturing by offering training in state-of-the-art technology and processes in cutting
room automation, sewing and upholstery.
The new training space, as well as the expansion of the college’s Furniture Technology Institute, is made possible
by help from international furniture technology and machinery provider Lectra, which donated a machine for the
new lab, and local manufacturers Bernhardt, Fairfield Chair and McCreary Modern, who helped design and plan
the space.
The newly remodeled space is designed to simulate a factory environment and will house the college’s Furniture
Technology Institute, which includes the Upholstery and Industrial Sewing training programs.
Thursday’s ribbon-cutting event on the CCC&TI campus included a demonstration of the Lectra Vector IX with
Mosaic, one of the most advanced systems for creating perfectly matched patterned furniture pieces. The event also
featured remarks from furniture industry and college leaders.
Speakers for the event included CCC&TI Board of Trustees Vice Chairman Jerry Church, Furniture Today Editor in
Chief Bill McLoughlin, Bernhardt Vice President of Human Resources William Howard, Fairfield Chair President
Dixon Mitchell, McCreary Modern President Rick Coffey and Lectra Americas President Edouard Macquin.
“With the rapid growth of smart, agile production and manufacturing, an educated and technologically trained
workforce is essential for the success of furniture brands,” Macquin said. “We are honored that CCC&TI is using
our technology to prepare students for the future of American furniture manufacturing.”
CCC&TI is currently registering new students for the upholstery and industrial sewing courses and has plans for
additional training programs that will utilize the new equipment and space that was unveiled Thursday.
Anyone interested in registering for Furniture Technology Institute courses may call 828-726-2242 for more information.
Baton United Methodist Men, on May 11th (Saturday) is hosting a Music Celebration featuring The Cockman
Family musicians. This fee event runs 4 pm to 7pm. Hotdogs and drinks will be available for a donation. Everyone
is welcome to enjoy the beautiful bluegrass gospel music of the Cockman Family. For more information, please
contact the Pastor, Allen Boliek at 828-728-0820.

Caldwell Hospice Volunteers Honored At Annual Banquet
LENOIR, NC (May 1, 2019) -- Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care recently honored its volunteers with a
“Volunteers are Eggstravagant”-themed banquet at The Jack & Shirley Robbins Center in Hudson. Approximately
200 people attended the annual appreciation event, which included dinner, entertainment by Blackberry Jam and
a recognition ceremony.
A number of volunteers were recognized for years of service to Caldwell Hospice, including six long-time supporters who together have given a combined 150 years of service to the organization. Betty Brown and Peg Broyhill
were both recognized for 35 years of service; and Marlene Alexander, Marti Kardol, Gloria Reese, and Sadie Woods
for 20 years of service each.
Caldwell Hospice volunteers contributed 10,633 hours of service during the 2017-18 fiscal year, accepted 268 patient and family assignments, and presented 58 Veterans Honoring Veterans ceremonies.
“Our volunteers offered many other kindnesses that aren’t captured in a report and can’t be quantified. We are so
grateful to all the volunteers who work tirelessly for our patients and families all year long,” said Volunteer Coordinator Cyndi Akins. “We could not provide the level of service that we do without them.”
More than 275 volunteers (including adults and volunTEENs) assist with clerical duties, patient-and-family visits,
special projects, yard work, or whatever is asked of them. For information or to register for Caldwell Hospice’s next
adult volunteer training sessions, scheduled for June 17 and 19, call 828.754.0101 or email cakins@caldwellhospice.org.
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We Buy, Sell & Trade Tues thru Fri 9 to 5 Sat 9 to 1

YESTERYEARS
Antiques & Collectibles

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638
828.728.3161

yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net

www.yesteryears-antiques.com
Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!! 1000’s Of Items

Shop
Local

Hudson’s Finest Businesses...

Shop
Local

Vintage Café (Café & Bakery)

540 Central Street
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 728-3043 www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery

The Local Bean (Coffee shop)

536 Central Street
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 726-3888 www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson

Blanca’s Cakes

534B Central Street
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 640-7701 www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3

State Farm Insurance

534A Central Street Suite A
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 728-5581 www.insuremeangel.com

Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer)

107 Fairway Avenue
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 572-5588 www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson

The Pink Gypsie Boutique

524 Central Main Street
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 572-2808 www.facebook.com/thepinkgypsyboutique

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!!
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Lenoir Police Department make
drug related arrests
LENOIR, NC (April 30, 2019) -- On April 27th, 2019 at
2:25 am, an officer with the Lenoir Police Department
observed a white 2002 Mitsubishi passenger car run the
red light at the intersection of Harper Avenue and Fairview Drive. The officer conducted a traffic stop and the
vehicle stopped at West Lenoir Baptist Church located at
311Abington Road. Police K-9 was taken around the vehicle. The K-9’s handler reported that the dog gave a
positive indication for the presence of the odor for narcotics.
The vehicle was searched, and a large amount of Methamphetamine was found inside a plastic shopping bag
that had been shoved up under the steering column of
the vehicle. This bag also contained 2.6 grams of Marijuana, a glass smoking pipe, 2 dosage units of Alprazolam, and digital scales. The amount of Methamphetamine found weighed 144.7 grams. According to North
Carolina State guidelines, the seized drugs were valued
at $21,735.00.
The driver of the vehicle, Justin Crane, and the passenger, Phillip Bentley, were arrested and charged with 1
count of Felony Trafficking in Methamphetamine. Both
subjects received a $100,000.00 secured bond. Their
initial court date was set for 04-29-2019 at the Caldwell
County Court House. There will be more charges forthcoming for these two in the near future.

Granite Falls Garden Club
“Yard of the Month” Awarded
GRANITE FALLS, NC (April 24, 2019) -- There is not a
more welcoming yard in the Town of Granite Falls. Sitting on a corner of one of the prettiest streets, Crestview,
sits the beautiful craftsman home of Bert Reid and her
two canine companions. Spring has sprung in every corner of her yard; hostas, camellias, azaleas and butterfly
bush. Brick lined paths welcome visitors to every door,
often with a bit of whimsy such as Gnomes, candy
striped path lights and mosaic bird feeders. Her long and
wide porch can seat many friends as conversation drifts
while rocking in the many rocking chairs. Bert has made
sure that her feathered friends have a sanctuary where
they can eat, sleep and bathe. Lastly, there is St. Francis
of Assisi watching over the happenings in this delightful
yard where anyone would feel at home.
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Visit with us at our
New Location!!!

202 Harper Avenue NW ● Lenoir, NC 28645
(Crossroad Shopping Center)
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GRANITE DRUG CENTER
21 Falls Avenue
Granite Falls, NC 28630
(828) 396-2144

Largest Independent Drug
Store In
North Carolina

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE

(828) 396-7820

Allergy Season Is Here & We Have You Covered!
Stop in and shop our full assortment of allergy products...

Easter Merchandise In Stock
Now featuring work from many local Artisans

We Fill
Propane
Tanks

It’s time to work on
your yard and garden!!!
Plants are in stock…
Tomatoes, Peppers, Cucumbers,
Zucchini, Herbs, Seed Potatoes,
and more

Grass Seed & Fertilizer
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The National Forests in North Carolina
will sponsor a series
of "Kids Fishing Days" this spring
ASHEVILLE, NC (April 26, 2019) -- The National Forests of North Carolina will sponsor a series of "Kids Fishing Days" on each ranger district to teach kids about
fishing. The first event open to the public is on May 11.
These annual events allow children ages 15 years and
younger to fish for free, although some events are extremely popular and may adjust age and creel limits or
stagger fishing time to insure participant safety. All children must be accompanied by an adult. No experience is
needed to participate.
Volunteers and employees from the U.S. Forest Service
and the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
will provide free fishing assistance and loaned equipment. Participants may also bring their own equipment.
Kids will be educated on how to use a rod and reel, as
well as how to bait a hook. No fishing license is required
at this event. A free lunch will be provided to all participants.
This fishing event allows families and friends to share
fun, quality time together while learning about one of
our nation's favorite pastimes - fishing.
Kids Fishing Events:
• May 11 at 9:00 am - Boone Fork Pond on the Grandfather District, Contact: Matt Eldridge (828-652-2144 or
meldridge@fs.fed.us)

Western Piedmont Symphony
and Hickory Crawdads’ Present May
the Fourth Be with You!
HICKORY, NC (April 23, 2019) -- The Hickory Crawdads, Vanguard Furniture and the Western Piedmont
Symphony are excited to present May the Fourth Be
With You, An Evening of John Williams.
The event is scheduled for Saturday, May 4th, 2019 at
7:30 p.m. at L.P. Frans Stadium, home of the Hickory
Crawdads. The Western Piedmont Symphony will perform a program of John Williams classics, such as Indiana Jones, Jurassic Park, Harry Potter and an entire second half dedicated to Star Wars. This concert will also
serve as the reveal for WPS’ new music director and conductor.
Ticket prices are $25 per adult in advance, and $35 at
the gate. Tickets for children aged 3-17 are $10. Children
2 and under are admitted free. A Family Four-Pack including four tickets and four meal vouchers is also available for $99.
Tickets
can
be
purchased
online
24/7
at WPSymphony.org/Tickets; through the WPS Box Office from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday; info@wpsymphony.org, and at (828) 324-8603.
You can also visit hickorycrawdads.com or call (828)
322-3000 for tickets.
Western Piedmont Symphony is a grant recipient of the
North Carolina Arts Council and a funded affiliate of the
United Arts Council of Catawba County.
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Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation to
present The Denim Ball
at Moses H. Cone Memorial Park
BLOWING ROCK, NC (April 29, 2019) -- For the first
time in The Denim Ball’s history, the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation will host the fundraising event at Moses
H. Cone Memorial Park at milepost 294 on the Blue
Ridge Parkway. Cone Manor, the grand Colonial Revivalstyle summer home of Moses and Bertha Cone, will provide a gorgeous backdrop to the evening’s festivities,
which will begin at 6 p.m., Thursday, August 22. Because
of this special venue, tickets are limited. Sales begin at
10 a.m., Wednesday, May 1.
“We’re thrilled to celebrate the community’s commitment to this project at the amazing place that they so
dearly love,” says Willa Mays, Chief Development Officer
for the Foundation. “We are also grateful to the National
Park Service for its cooperation in allowing this first-ofits-kind experience on the estate.”
Decked in their best denim attire, guests will enjoy dinner, dancing, and drinks. More exciting details will be
announced soon.
In 2016, the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation kicked off a
three-year initiative to meet critical needs at Moses H.
Cone Memorial Park. Gifts from individuals, community
partners, grants, and funds raised at The Denim Ball
have generated more than $3 million toward the $3.6
million goal to rehabilitate the estate.
The Foundation would like to thank the event planning
committee and sponsors Blowing Rock Tourism Development Authority, Cone Health, Modern Automotive,
Mast General Store, The Rosemyr Corporation, Mountainaire Inn & Log Cabins, The Blowing Rock, and Blowing Rock Historical Society.
2019 Denim Ball
When: 6 p.m., Thursday, August 22
Where: Front lawn at Cone Manor, milepost 294, Blue
Ridge Parkway, Blowing Rock, N.C.; parking will be offsite with service to the event provided
Tickets: $125, on sale beginning at 10 a.m., Wednesday, May 1
To purchase: brpfoundation.org/denimball or (866) 308-2773, ext. 364
About the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation
The Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation is the primary nonprofit fundraising partner of the Blue Ridge Parkway, helping ensure cultural and historical preservation, natural resource protection, educational outreach, and visitor enjoyment now and for future generations. To learn more, visit brpfoundation.org.

Hickory Fire Department Citizens’ Fire Academy
HICKORY, NC (April 26, 2019) -- Applications are currently being accepted for the 2019 Hickory Fire Department’s Citizens’ Fire Academy.
The Citizens’ Fire Academy is an 8-week course offered to adults who either live or work in the City of Hickory. The
2019 course will meet on Thursday nights from 6:30-8:30 p.m., beginning September 5, 2019, at Hickory Fire Station #7, located at 465 Catawba Valley Blvd SE. The course is free; however applications must be received by August 19.
Participants in the Citizens’ Fire Academy will learn about the equipment, services, and duties of the department
and how it serves the residents of Hickory. Each class includes a different topic as well as hands-on activities or
demonstrations. During the course, participants are also given the opportunity to participate in hands-on training
experience with Hickory firefighters.
Applications can be found at www.HickoryNC.gov or at any Hickory fire station. For additional information, contact the department at (828) 323-7420.

