OPINION

L.A. vacation rentals shouldn’t be overregulated: Guest commentary
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Vacation rentals are in my blood, and in the DNA of Los Angeles.
For nearly 50 years, my family has owned cottages on Long Island that they offered as vacation
rentals. In that time, I’ve seen the impact whole-home vacation rentals have not only on the
owner, but on the families that use rentals to experience vacations together.

Though my experience with vacation rentals began during crabbing and fishing trips along the
Eastern Shore, their impact stayed with me as I moved 3,000 miles to the West Coast. The
memories made in those rentals spurred my desire to rent my property to guests and give them
those same experiences — experiences we couldn’t have had in a traditional hotel environment.
It is not just the memories that make short-term rentals so valuable. The income from those
cottages helped to pay the mortgage on my grandmother’s home, and sent relatives to college.
This is the case for many families across Los Angeles County who depend on vacation rental
income to make ends meet.
As executive director of the Los Angeles Short Term Rental Alliance, I’ve been fortunate not
only to connect with guests of all backgrounds in my own property but to hear the stories of our
members whose vacation rentals bring vibrancy to their lives.
For example, one of our members rents out a property his great, great-grandfather hand-built
on the Strand in the 1920s, which now provides a critical pillar of his financial planning for
retirement.
Vacation rentals have been, for generations, a backbone of our communities and families.
Though the industry is evolving, the reality is there has never been a more significant time in
our history to protect Los Angeles’ vacation rentals.
There is a reason the California Coastal Commission has expressed the importance of
preserving vacation rental ecosystems up and down our state’s shores. It’s not just because of
the memories they provide for families like mine, but for the very real economic benefits they
provide to communities and small businesses.
In fact, a study found that in 2013 alone, STRs accounted for a total of $1.4 billion in economic
activity, supporting more than 12,300 jobs. This translates into more dollars spent at local
coffee shops, restaurants and stores.
Vacation-rental regulations that encourage this activity would help Los Angeles’ neighborhoods
further benefit from this economic catalyst. Even better, an effective regulatory framework
would implement a taxation structure to ensure revenue from vacation rentals flows into state
and city coffers for reinvestment in our communities.
Californians join the vacation rental economy for myriad reasons. Maybe, like me, they have
fond family memories, or they need the supplemental income, or they simply want to share our
amazing city with visitors.
No matter the reason, California’s penchant for embracing the peer-to-peer economy has
supported those desires and allowed the popularity of these rentals to flourish, as online
platforms such as HomeAway and VRBO have expanded access for consumers.

Unfortunately, the Los Angeles City Council is considering legislation that would curb that
progress by cutting out the whole-home rentals that have become so valuable to families like
mine. While smart, effective regulation is often a positive answer to our city’s challenges, in this
case the council would be taking a step in the wrong direction.
It has never been more critical to secure this valuable economic resource for our communities
through common-sense regulation. I urge the City Council to recognize the critical role vacation
rentals have played in the lives of Angeleno families for generations as they consider
regulations for this industry.
Robert St.Genis is executive director of the Los Angeles Short-Term Rental Alliance.
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