
 

Dear St. Anne's Community,

Thank you for welcoming me with overwhelming warmth and joy. It is truly my

honor to be the next Director of St. Anne's Day School and Enrichment

Programs. I would like to give special thanks to the Director Search Committee

and the School Advisory Council for investing a significant amount of time and

energy to identify me as a leader whose vision aligns with the school's core

values and one who will build upon St. Anne's already strong reputation in the

education community.  

I believe every child has an unknowable potential in this world - the ability to

be and do things we can't even imagine. Because of the critical brain

development that happens during the first years of life, early childhood

education has a decisive role in helping children realize their potential.

Through intentional practices, educators can create environments where

every child feels safe, known, and loved - elements key to a positive sense of

self. They can facilitate meaningful and engaging experiences that develop

background knowledge, which will grow exponentially through connections

to future learning. They can foster a sense of awareness so that children

understand their emotions and develop skills to manage them effectively. And,

they can cultivate habits of mind to encourage deep and flexible thinking

necessary for problem-solving and creating. These are the roots from which

future leaders grow, and these are the practices I saw evidenced throughout

St. Anne's in my observation of classrooms and in conversations with

educators. For this level of learning to be sustainable, it takes a solid system of

support - engaged and supportive parents, strong governance, and visionary

leadership. I am eager to join in on this work to contribute and collaborate with

you.

Over the coming months, I look forward to spending time with the St. Anne's

community, learning more about the school and its operations. Once I fully

transition into my role this summer, I will reach out to set up times to meet with

parents and educators so we can get to know each other and share hopes

and dreams for the school. I hope you will join me then. Until that time, take

care and be well.

 

With sincere gratitude,

Rhonda Mitchell
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