
4 June 2018 

 

TO:   Arizona Big Game Super Raffle and all managing personnel 

FROM:  Larry Lunsford, recipient of the 2017-2018 House Rock Bison tag 

 

I want to thank all those Arizona folks that started and have maintained the AZBGSR program for all 

these years.  I have been an active participant since the first year.  What a wonderful program for all the 

Arizona animals and I wish every state could have one similar.  My wife and I are both retired educators 

from New Mexico State University.  We have been avid outdoorsmen our whole lives always supporting 

any wildlife organization and are best hunting buddies. 

On the 20th of July last summer, we were in 

Colorado Springs traveling to Wyoming when I 

received a call from the 602 area 

code…….somehow, I felt so excited that it might 

be the AZBGSR.  My wife said “probably not, 

you’re not that lucky”.  The call turned out to be 

Charlie from the Super Raffle informing me that 

I had won the Bison tag.  That call began a year 

of life altering adventure that we will never 

forget.  It was so special that I felt it warranted 

a “lifelong upper arm AZBGSR tattoo” that 

reminds me every day what I had won.   

We made 4 trips from southern New Mexico to 

the Grand Canyon North Rim spending a week or more each time scouting and learning everything I 

possibly could about the House Rock Bison herd. On one of the trips, we were able to share the 

experience with our son and daughter in law.  Another trip was shared with a best friend.  Numerous 

people from the Arizona Department of Game and Fish were also very helpful with my adventure.  The 

time I spent on the mountain, I was able to schedule when public hunters were not hunting.  I didn’t 

want to interfere with their short opportunities and my tag was active for the entire year.  I’ve been a 

New Mexico registered guide for almost 20 years so, I wanted to try this adventure without help from 

any other resources.   

After a major personal injury in March, I was convinced this would affect my ability for any Bison harvest 

so, I hired the services of Russ Jacoby and his family operation on the Kaibab.  Upon a doctor’s release 

and scheduling with Russ, I ventured to the Kaibab.  I arrived on May 29th about noon, set up my camp 

and did all the necessary requirements making me ready for a guided Bison hunt.  About 2pm, Jacob and 

Blair, the guides, asked me if I wanted to start hunting that afternoon.  I responded sure, let’s do it.  

Before we could even get to the designated location assigned to me, we saw two trophy bulls in an 

adjacent meadow and I was able to harvest one of the nice Grand Canyon House Rock bulls.  I had about 

a 100 yard shot at the smaller bull that green scored about 116”.  The larger bull is still available for the 

next Bison hunters.  We will enjoy the Bison burgers and steaks for months to come.   



Thanks so much to the Jacoby family and their guides, Jacob and Blair, for an incredible experience and I 

will be purchasing more raffle tickets for several species…because, I know sometimes a person will get 

lucky and win !!  So, everyone better get to buying some raffle tickets………let’s all help the 

animals…..thanks so much to the Arizona Big Game Super Raffle for positively affecting so many 

people………….. 

 


