“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
LEADER: We look at this world, focusing on the pain and confusion,
the fears and hatred which seem to abound.
ALL: For what can we hope?
LEADER: We wait breathlessly for the goodness of creation
to be made manifest in all the world, |
for this is the promise of God.
ALL: God is always with us,
guiding, rescuing, healing, restoring us.
LEADER: Get ready, dear friends, the promises of God are true.
ALL: May God quiet our spirits and open our hearts,
bringing us hope and peace.

“Fairest Lord Jesus” ...................................................................... Facing Page
With thankful hearts for the bounties of our lives
we come, O God, to offer our prayers and praise.
As we gather this week keep us mindful of
all the blessings in our lives and those we share our lives with.
Be with us in worship as we lift our voices in praise of you,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gospel Reading .............................................................................. Mark 6:30-56
The crowd follows Jesus, even though he tries to retreat with his disciples. When the disciples
start to worry about a potential crisis, they find that they have more than they need.

Rev. Alex Molozaiy

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” ..............................................................252

Please use “forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.”

“You Walk along Our Shoreline” ........................................................... Below

“Heavenly Sunlight, Jesus Is Mine!”



-

Live links to the Zoom meetings listed are available on our website at communityprotestant.org/calendar

Today’s scripture tells the story of the Ark of the Covenant, the holy
place where scripture was kept (and kept moving) in ancient times.
The ark helped the people to see that God’s Word was on the move.
Like our ancestors, our modern interpretation of and witness to God is
not confined to our church buildings.
For example, pastor Oby Ballinger of Edina Morningside Community
Church in Edina, Minnesota was heartbroken at the unnecessary
discomfort caused to those who lost access to a driver’s license due to
immigration status. He took the good news out of the church building,
and into his local legislature, delivering the following message of faith
and justice:
“...In my ministry I have seen the grief and loss caused when a driver’s
license is taken away. Without a license, one person has to settle for
the minimum wage job that’s within walking distance. Another has lost
the freedom to attend worship or get groceries independently.
Children become chaperones as their parents talk about the loss of
dignity that comes without a license. None of these people are new to
Minnesota, but theirs is the experience of any immigrant who was here
when drivers’ licenses were taken away, causing untold grief, jobloss, and harm to human decency.
We start worship every Sunday by saying, “No matter who you are, or
where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We do so not
because it’s a politically-correct, warm-and-fuzzy thing to say. We do
so because the God we follow and serve has made all people
welcome, has made us welcome, and has called us to offer that
welcome to every person in Christ’s name. Like Jesus, we believe each
person is made in the image of God with creativity, purpose and joy,
regardless of what they look like, where they were born, or what
boundaries they have crossed or stayed inside. Indeed, our Savior
broke laws and fearful customs that denied God’s image in others by
denying them health, dignity, and safety. He healed on the Sabbath,
ate with the disrespected, spoke with outcasts, and cared for those
who were not like him. Christ taught us that the greatest
commandment—the purpose of all the other laws—is to love God, and
love your neighbor as yourself.
It is past time to restore the right to drive to immigrants who bear the
image of God just as you and I do. The current law must change, so
that the higher law of honoring God’s image in each person can be
fulfilled. “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.” God has made it so; let us follow.”

