


“Brethren, We Have Met to Worship” 

 LEADER: All around us, God is looking for folks 
  who will join is serving others. 

 ALL: It is as if God is planting seeds of compassion in us, 
  watching for them to bloom in our lives.  

 LEADER: In our midst, Jesus is walking among us, 
  tending our hearts, watering us with grace.  

 ALL: It is as if Jesus is trusting that our souls 
  will grow big enough to welcome everyone.  

 LEADER: From morning to evening, the Spirit is at work, 
  gently tending this garden called life. 

 ALL: It is as if the Spirit has found the perfect spots 
  to bring forth crops of justice and peace.  

“All People That on Earth Do Dwell” ............................................................ 7 

 1 All people that on earth do dwell, 
  sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
  Delight in God whose praise you tell, 
  whose presence calls you to rejoice. 

 2 Know that there is one God, indeed, 
  who fashions us without our aid, 
  Who claims us, gives us all we need, 
  whose tender care will never fade. 

 3 Enter the sacred gates with praise, 
  with joy approach the temple walls. 
  Extol and bless our God always 
  as people whom the Spirit calls. 



 4 Proclaim again that God is good, 
  whose mercy is forever sure, 
  Whose truth at all times firmly stood, 
  and shall from age to age endure. 

O God, maker of all that is beautiful, 
 Jesus gave us the seeds of your justice and peace. 
In this time together, touch us, teach us, inspire us 
 to sow those seeds through our ministries 
 so that all may share in Creation’s abundance 
 to make true the promise that no one will know scarcity 
 and no one will suffer deprivation in this community and beyond. 
 Amen.  

Old Testament.................................................................. 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
Samuel seeks out a new king for Israel, anointing David, the young son of Jesse 

Gospel ............................................................................................. Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus tells a parable about a sower sowing an unusual seed in likeness to the kingdom of God.  
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“God’s Eye Is on the Sparrow” ...................................................................475 

 1 Why should I feel discouraged, 
  why should the shadows come, 
  Why should my heart be lonely, 
  and long for heaven and home, 
  When God is ever my portion? 
  My constant Friend will be: 
  God's eye is on the sparrow, 
  and I know God watches me; 
  God's eye is on the sparrow, 
  and I know God watches me. 



 Refrain: I sing because I’m happy, 
  I sing because I’m free, 
  God's eye is on the sparrow, 
  and I know God watches me. 

 2 “Let not your heart be troubled,” 
  Christ's tender word I hear, 
  And resting on God's goodness, 
  I lose my doubts and fears; 
  Though by the path God leads me 
  but one step I may see: 
  God's eye is on the sparrow, 
  and I know God watches me; 
  God's eye is on the sparrow, 
  and I know God watches me. [Refrain] 

 3 Whenever I am tempted, 
  whenever clouds arise, 
  When song give place to sighing, 
  when hope within me dies, 
  I then draw close to my Savior, 
  from care I am set free: 
  God's eye is on the sparrow, 
  and I know God watches me; 
  God's eye is on the sparrow, 
  and I know God watches me. [Refrain] 

Please use “forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.” 

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” ........................... 4 (inserted on facing page) 

“How Majestic is Your Name!” 
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Live links to the Zoom meetings listed are available on our website at communityprotestant.org/calendar 



Look around. What if just this was enough? 

What if this choir was enough, for example? 

Consider the miracle that each week, a group of mostly volunteers 
gathers to sing together in (occasionally im)perfect harmony. Whether 
there are three of them, or thirty or three hundred, isn’t it some kind of 
miracle that week after week this group of working folks and retired 
folks and just plain folks leave their daily occupations and raise their 
voices together in song? 

What if our youth and children were enough? What if instead of 
worrying about the youth and children we don’t have, we started 
noticing, naming and celebrating the youth and children we do have? 
If there are no children in this congregation right now, what if we 
recognized the abundance of children in our neighborhood, or in our 
nation or in our world? What if we asked ourselves to notice the way 
we can be in community with THOSE children?  

What if this congregation’s leadership was enough? 

What if God has called to this place and time exactly the people with 
just the skills, passions and gifts of the spirit that are needed for this 
moment? What if the church of the future is happening right now, 
today? 

What if our church building was enough? 

What if God has granted us this space in this time so that we might 
recognize it not as a burden or a project, but as a gift that we are 
privileged to steward? 

The farmer in today’s scripture throws seeds recklessly on seemingly 
infertile ground as well as obviously healthy soil. This image invites us 
to think the same way about our ministries and presence in the world. 
Rather than being obsessed with scarcity, scanning articles about the 
church in decline and worrying about the bottom line, what if we 
looked around at what we do have? What if we allowed ourselves to 
imagine our church in a new way, as a part of God’s kingdom that has 
not just enough, but more than enough to share? 


