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                  Trevor Lawrence has been 
on the NFL radar since he was in 
High School at Cartersville, GA.  
  It is a foregone conclusion that 
he’ll be joining one of the league’s 
most faceless teams. Lawrence enters 
the NFL as the surest thing since the 
last sure thing, former Indianapolis 
Colts quarterback Andrew Luck.  
  Add Lawrence with three-time 
national champion head coach Urban 
Meyer, and suddenly the Jacksonville 
Jaguars have a chance to turn things 
around in a span of a few months.  
  The Jaguars have long been 
one of the first names to be mentioned 
when it comes to relocations. 
According to Jacksonville Business 
Journal, the Jaguars attendance was 
way down before the pandemic. 
Despite a passionate city around 
them, owner Shad Khan has looked 
into the ideas about playing overseas.
  Now, the talk of Lawrence 
changes everything as Khan appears 
ready to invest in Jacksonville. 
  The city and Khan have 
recently reached an agreement 
to update parking. Jacksonville 
historically is not a professional sports 
town, but this vote has it trending in 
the right direction.
  The best comparison for the 
Jaguars is the 1998 Colts, who drafted 
Peyton Manning first overall. Just 
like the 98 Colts, the Jaguars need a 
face of the franchise. They need an 
identity.
  Khan has long championed 
a Lot J deal as a catalyst to the 
development of Downtown 
Jacksonville. 
  Khan hopes the stadium and 
surrounding area will become the 
centerpiece of a revitalized downtown, 

bringing hotels, restaurants, office 
space and housing with it. 
  Lawrence is coming to 
Jacksonville at what is the tail end 
of a year long quarantine that has 
altered business plans of every retailer 
in the world.  
  Lawrence has a unique 
opportunity that could make him 
and the City of Jacksonville the best 
‘buy low’ proposition in sports history.
  With most stadiums empty 
or mostly empty last season due to 
the COVID Pandemic, the Jaguars 
actually finished second in the league 
in attendance despite having the 1-15 
record. 
  When the Jaguars hired Meyer 
and had the top selection in the 
upcoming draft (Trevor Lawrence), 
they raised season ticket prices by 
7.2%. The team just announced that 
the 2021 season will involve a normal 
stadium experience as the Jaguars 
will host a full crowd.
  Also, the Jaguars currently do 
not have an agreement with the league 
to play a home game in London, as 
they have from 2013-2019.
  The team said demand for 
2021 season tickets is “at an extreme 
high.”
  Shad Khan purchased the 
team in 2011 for 770 million dollars. 
Forbes value the Jaguars at 2.45 
billion dollars with a 14% increase 
in value since January 2021. That 
increase is not due to fans in the 
seats, it is due to the team drafting 
Lawrence.
  Add all this up and there 
is a subsequent event setting up in 
Jacksonville. One that can change 
the fortunes of the Jaguars and City 
of Jacksonville. 
  Few players in NFL history 
have this much pressure riding 
on them. The marriage between 
Lawrence and the Jaguars begins 
with big expectations, and that’s 
what Jacksonville needs for the next 
decade and beyond.
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  Coming into the season 
Braves fans were excited about the 
success that Braves Baseball has seen 
throughout the past few seasons and 
hope to continue. 
  Just last October, the Braves 
lost in a heartbreaking NLCS Game-7 
against the Dodgers. 
  Since then, the Braves Ball-
Club and its fans have had one thing 
on their mind, ‘get back to the NLCS 
(if not the World Series)’. 
  As most of us know by now, 
the Braves are one of the best teams in 
the National League, but the NL East 
is nothing to mess with this season. 
  Coming off of three Division 
Titles in a row, the fourth is shaping up 
to be the hardest one yet for Manager 
Brian Snitker and company.
  Throughout the offseason, 
Braves fans around the country were 
excited to see the ball club take the 
field after their deepest postseason run 
since 2001. However, things haven't 
gone according to plan for the Braves 
so far this season. 
  The Braves are around .500. 

Not exactly where experts expected 
them to be at this point either, thus 
sending Braves Country into panic 
mode, with fans beginning to blame 
anyone who looks the part.
  Therefore, each series against 
a divisional opponent will only get 
more and more important for the 
Atlanta Braves as we get deeper into 
the season.
  However, as a fellow Braves 
fan, I wouldn’t push the panic button 
just yet, for these three reasons:
  Injuries: Already this season, 
the Braves have seen more than their 
fair share listed on the Injured List. 
The IL currently sits with 9 players that 
the Braves consider major contributors 
to the three-time division champion. 
Fortunately, none of these injuries 
have been season-threatening so the 
Braves lineup should be back together 
in no-time.
  Ronald Acuná Jr.: We’re early 
into this MLB season and Ronald 
Acuna Jr. is putting together MVP 
number early on. 
  He’s hitting over .400 and his 
OPS is over 1.000 along with a ton of 
homeruns, which all lead the league 
in its category while also being tied 
for second in RBI’s. 
  Since Acuna came into the 
MLB, he has been a spark-plug for 
the Braves by continuously driving in 
runs and making outstanding plays in 
right field. 

  Unfortunately for the Braves, 
they will need more than just Acuna 
to be able to produce runs in order 
to get back to the top of the division. 
  Pitching Bullpen: The 
injuries for Atlanta’s pitchers so far 
this season have been difficult to 
overcome for Atlanta’s ball club. 
  Injuries to three of their best 
pitchers in their rotation definitely 
hurts depth throughout the entire 
bullpen. 
  Unfortunately, that’s where 
the Braves are. Although the Braves 
came away with a 3-2 record over 
their most recent road-trip, they have 
exposed their bullpen depth early and 
often. 
  The conversation surrounding 
Atlanta’s bullpen coming into the 
season appeared to be one to have 
the Braves Bullpen as one of their 
biggest assets. 
  However, If the rotation 
continues to be shaky throughout the 
season. Don’t be surprised if General 
Manager Alex Anthopoulos makes 
some moves to keep the Braves in 
contention for the NLCS/World 
Series.
  A large part of the early season 
mishaps for the Braves have been 
due to injury, but only time will tell 
if the injuries continue to be a theme 
throughout the entire MLB season. 
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   Everyone who loves the NFL 
can come up with their own mock draft. 
 Draft junkies, like Mel Kiper 
Jr., have made a nice career out of player 
projections and mock drafts. 
 I’m delivering my first annual 
Kipp Branch official mock draft. 
 I use the word official because I’m 
just dumb enough to put this in writing 
so I can be graded against it. Here goes 
the KB Top Ten NFL Mock Draft with 
trades factored in:

First Round

 Pick 1: The Jacksonville Jaguars 
select the best QB prospect in the history 
of QB prospects Trevor Lawrence from 
Clemson. 
 Lawrence will be handed the 
keys to the city of Jacksonville and the 
surrounding community will suffer from a 
lack of local barbers because every young 
man within 150 miles of Jacksonville will 
refuse to get their hair cut ever again. Long 
hair will the cool fad in North Florida and 
South Georgia. 
 Lawrence will lead this franchise 
to a Super Bowl by 2025. 
 Pick 2: The NY Jets select Zach 
Wilson QB from BYU. 
 This pick is set in stone after 
Sam Donald was traded to the Carolina 
Panthers. 
 I feel sorry for Wilson because 
he is about to get thrown to the wolves. 
The Jets are struggling and the New York 
sports media eats young QB’s alive. 
 Good luck Zach you need all the 
help you can get. 
 Pick 3: The San Francisco 49ers 
select, and yes, I’m calling it, Mac Jones 
from Alabama.
 Jones reminds me a lot of Joe 
Montana coming out of college and San 
Fran is the perfect landing spot for Jones. 
 This will go down as a great pick 
5-10 years from now. 
 Pick 4: The Atlanta Falcons want 
to draft Kyle Pitts from Florida, but they 
don’t want to draft him this high so they 
trade with the Denver Broncos and move 

back to pick 9. 
 The Broncos select Justin Fields 
QB from Ohio State. 
 The Drew Lock experiment is over 
in Denver. Fields takes over in Denver on 
day 1. 
 Pick 5: Remember the Joe Burrow 
and Ja’Marr Chase combination at LSU 
in 2019. 
 Well, this duo is about to be 
reunited in Cincy. Bengals take the best 
WR in the draft with Chase. 
 Pick 6: The Miami Dolphins 
select Devonta Smith WR from Alabama. 
 The Heisman winner gives Miami 
a playmaker that they need. The Dolphins 
are all in on Tua so you better get him 
some weapons. 
 Pick 7: My Detroit Lions need 
everything and I mean everything. 
 Is Jared Goff the answer at QB? 
Hell no he is not, but there are bigger 
needs. 
 The WR position has been gutted; 
wait, the phone rings and it is Jerry Jones 
of the Cowboys who offers the Lions some 
draft capital to move back to pick 10. 
 The Lions accept and the Cowboys 
select CB Patrick Surtain II from Alabama 
to address that horrendous secondary. 
 Pick 8: The Carolina Panthers 
select Penei Sewell, the best OL in the 
draft. Perfect fit for Sewell with Carolina 
trading for Sam Darnold. A protect our 
investment pick. 
 Pick 9: After trading down with 
the Broncos the Atlanta Falcons get the 
guy they wanted all along and that is Kyle 
Pitts TE from Florida. 
 Pitts will be a monster matchup 
problem for opposing teams. Great pick 
by Atlanta. 
 Pick 10: My Detroit Lions after 
trading down with Dallas take WR Jaylen 
Waddle from Alabama to replace often 
injured Kenny Golliday, who left via free 
agency. 
 Bonus Pick-Pick 11: The Chicago 
Bears trade with the NY. Giants and land 
in at #11 and select Trey Lance QB of 
North Dakota State. 
 Lance develops into a superstar to 
go along with that defense and the Bears 
become a beast in the NFC over the next 
decade.
 There you have it folks. Zero 
chance at being correct, but it is fun to 
speculate. 
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  As we approach the NFL 
Draft, the vast majority of the attention 
in Southeast Georgia has been lavished 
on the Jaguars and their first overall 
pick, soon to be converted into a golden-
haired quarterback of the future. 
 The select ion of Trevor 
Lawrence is the worst kept secret of 
this year's draft, and a polar opposite 
from what will be happening with the 
Atlanta Falcons and their fourth overall 
pick.
 Speculation as to what Blank, 
Fontenot, and Smith will do with their 
primo real estate in the draft order has 
been rampant of late, and the rumor 
mill is having a blast with it. 
 In a highly unscientific poll 
I conducted (read as “my fraternity 
brothers I asked at a wedding reception 
this past weekend”), most Falcons fans 
want the team to keep the pick as is. 
What to do with said pick seems to be 
less of a unanimous voice. 
 At first glance, the Falcons 
don’t have quite as many holes as you 
would expect from a 4-12 team with a 
new General Manager and Head Coach, 
but the holes (and threadbare spots that 
are about to become holes) are in some 
pretty important spots. 
 This draft is shaping up to 

be a potential record breaking one 
for quarterbacks, and the speculation 
that the Falcons will pick Matt Ryan's 
replacement with their first pick seems 
to be a fairly safe bet. 
 Obviously, Trevor Lawrence will 
be the first off the board at number one, 
and all signs from the Turnpike point 
to the Jets pulling the trigger on Zach 
Wilson at number two. What happens 
with the 49ers at number three could 
prove pivotal. 
 The two big names mentioned 
at three since the Niners traded into the 
spot are Alabama QB Mac Jones and 
Georgia native Justin Fields. 
 If Kyle Shanahan & company go 
with Jones, Justin Fields to the Falcons 
seems like a perfect fit. 
 Matt Ryan’s time under center is 
drawing to a close, and let's be honest; 
his pending salary cap hit is the only 
reason why he’s still in Flowery Branch. 
 Justin Fields has drawn more 
than one comparison to a pre-Ron 
Mexico era Michael Vick. 
 The fact that he would be 
coming to his home state would make 
more than a few fans happy and 
put more than a few butts in seats 
at Mercedes Benz...oh, who are we 
kidding? After COVID, there’s going 
to be no problem getting butts in seats 
again, but Fields will more than likely 
keep most (if not all) of those butts 
happy.
 If Fields winds up going to San 
Francisco, Atlanta could take the Bama 
signal caller, but don’t be surprised if the 
Falcons pass on Jones and take North 
Dakota State product Trey Lance.

 He’s been mentioned at #4 
most of the offseason, and has only 
slid down some prognosticators’ boards 
fairly recently.
 It also won’t be a shock if 
Atlanta forgoes the QB need entirely 
and jumps on Florida’s Kyle Pitts. 
 Although he’s primarily been 
used as a TE, his college career shows 
he could easily line up as a WR, and 
would ease the injury & age concerns 
swirling around Julio Jones.
 Then of course there’s the 
speculation that the Falcons could trade 
out of the spot entirely. Supposedly 
New England has eyes on Pitts as well, 
hoping to turn him into Gronk v2.0. 
 If the trade happens, the Falcons 
reportedly don’t want to drop too far 
in the first.
 Regardless of who they trade 
with, look for Atlanta to go for one of 
the two Alabama receivers projected 
to be first rounders ( Jaylen Waddle 
and Heisman winner Devonta Smith) 
to pair with Calvin Ridley. 
 If an early second round pick is 
in the mix, watch for them to look for 
a replacement for pending free agent 
departure Todd Gurley. 
 Top running backs in this year’s 
skimpy crop are UNC’s Javonte Williams 
and (surprise, surprise) Alabama’s Najee 
Harris. 
 Long story short, I’d look for 
the Dirty Birds to harken back to the 
glory days with an electric, mobile, 
scrambling young gunslinger, or expect 
them to start looking like Tuscaloosa 
East.
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  A year ago, the Atlanta 
Hawks were sitting in the 14th spot 
out of the 15 teams in the Eastern 
Conference, assuring themselves a 
lottery selection in the upcoming 
draft. 
 Even after making the sixth 
pick in last year’s draft, the trade 
the Hawks made prior to the trade 
deadline a season ago continues to 
prove to be a win for the future of 
the Hawks Franchise.
 On February 5th, 2020, The 
Hawks acquired Clint Capela from 
the Houston Rockets in a four-team 
deal where Atlanta contributed a first 
round 2020 pick and second round 
pick in 2024 while also sending Evan 
Turner to Minnesota. 
 A full 14 months later this 
trade continues to look better and 
better for the Hawks with Capela’s 
consistent performances this season. 
 Capela has been an enormous 
part of the Hawks comeback season 
that began after the All-Star break, 
as well as after firing former head-
coach Lloyd Pierce. 
 Those high-pressure decisions 
seemed to give the Hawks a much-
needed breath of fresh air and are 
now finding themselves in the top 
half of the Eastern Conference. 
 With a little over a month 
left in the NBA season it isn’t crazy 
to think Clint Capela could be a 
serious Defensive Player of the Year 
candidate this season. 
 This season Clint Capela is 
averaging just over 15 PPG, as well 
as a career-best in rebounds (14.2 
RPG) and Blocks (2.2 BPG). 
 When Atlanta decided to 
trade for Capela last February they 
only wished he would come with as 

much upside as he has. 
 Capela has been the defensive 
anchor in the middle of the paint 
and one of the best rim protectors 
throughout the entire NBA. 
 Playing Center in the NBA 
today is much more challenging 
for the centers of Clint Capela’s 
size and much more favorable for 
the undersized big men like Bam 
Adebayo and Draymond Green. 
 With the floor spread it makes 
centers, like Clint Capela, come out 
and guard on the perimeter, making 
them have to handle a high pick and 
roll action or maybe rotating out to 
the shooter open in the corner. 
 Throughout this season Clint 
Capela has been the difference-maker 
on the floor for the Hawks. 
 His ability to protect the 
rim allows the guards for Atlanta to 
guard the ball with intense pressure. 
Capela is currently leading the league 
in rebounds and third in blocks, 
hopefully his numbers begin to 
catch some eyes as Capela is posting 
numbers similar to the two-time 
DPOY in Rudy Gobert. 
 In January, Cl int and 
the Hawks played against the 
Timberwolves and he was able to get 
a rare triple-double with 10-blocks 
in one game, the only issue is the 
Hawks defensive ability drastically 
decreases when he takes a seat. 
 In recent years, it has only 
been Trae Young’s offense that sold 
tickets to State Farm Arena, now 
the Hawks are beginning to look 
like a complete team again for the 
first time since 2017. 
 If Clint Capela is able to 
continue to post numbers like these, 
it won't be long before Atlanta sees 
their first Defensive Player of the 
Year award winner since Dikembe 
Mutumbo went back-to-back in 96-
97 and 97-98. 
 My only question is why aren’t 
people talking about this more?
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  There is debate at quarterback, 
running back, wide receiver and every 
defensive position on which NFL Draft 
prospect would be the top player at the 
position, but there is no question at tight 
end.  
 Florida’s Kyle Pitts is a special 
talent and will be an immediate weapon 
for the team that drafts him in the top 
10.  
 After Pitts, there are three to 
four prospects who should be drafted 
on Day 2 followed by a handful of tight 
ends who will be targets in the mid to 
late rounds.
 1.Kyle Pitts, Florida, 6-6, 246: 
On my draft board, Pitts is the second-
best player in the 2021 NFL Draft and 
the rarest prospect after Trevor Lawrence.  
 Some scouts think Pitts could 
move to wide receiver and be a Calvin 
Johnson style player.  
 Pitts was dominant in 2020, 
showing superb speed, hands, leaping 
ability, route running, and dynamic 
mismatch potential for the NFL.  
 Every opponent was incapable 
of covering Pitts, including future first 
and second rounders in the Alabama and 
Georgia secondary. Some scouts say Pitts 
is the best receiving weapon in the draft 
and is a more dynamic mismatch than 
Chase, Smith and Waddle.
 2. Pat Freiermuth, Penn State, 

6-5, 256: Freiermuth was solid in 2020 
before going down with a season ending 
injury that required surgery.  
 Medicals will be extremely 
important for Freiermuth. As a receiver, 
Freiermuth has the potential to be a 
contributor to a team's passing attack, 
but lacks separating speed and elite 
athleticism.  
 Freiermuth's most distinctive 
positive trait is his physicality as a runner 
and blocker. NFL coaching will help 
him get a better technique and a more 
aggressive demeanor. Late round 2 - early 
round 3
 3. Brevin Jordan, Miami, 6-3, 
244: Jordan is a smooth route runner with 
the quickness to separate.  
 He glides through the secondary 
and is able to use his athleticism with 
speed to get open. 
 Along with good route running, 
Jordan has very reliable hands that give 
him the ability to control the ball with 
his hands.  
 As a blocker, Jordan shows the 
willingness to block but he lacks size 
to take on NFL defensive ends and 
linebackers. Early round 3
 4. Hunter Long, Boston 
College, 6-5, 253: Long has good size 
and does an excellent job of winning 
contested catches.  
 He uses his build to shield off 
defenders with skilled body control and 
awareness to put himself in between the 
ball and coverage.  
 Long is a solid blocker but the 
skill set is not there for him to develop 
into an effective NFL blocker. He has the 
potential, but he needs to get stronger to 
pack more punch and sustain his blocks 
after point if contact. Late round 3 - early 

round 4.
 5. Tommy Tremble, Notre 
Dame, 6-4, 252: Tremble displays the 
competitiveness to be a bulldozer as a 
run blocker and ties up defenders in pass 
protection.  
 Although his production was 
lacking at Notre Dame, his tape is enough 
to get scouts excited. 
 Tremble was an underutilized 
receiver in college and therefore unrefined 
in route running. 
 He flashed the athleticism and 
body control to work pass underneath 
defenders and make himself a large target. 
He is projected to be a better pro than 
college player as he continues to develop. 
Round 4-5.
 6. Tre’ McKitty, Georgia, 6-5, 
245: McKitty only made six receptions 
during the 2020 season with the Bulldogs. 
He had better receiving production in 
2018 and 2019 when playing for Florida 
State.  
 McKitty is a good athlete with 
a nice burst of speed out of his breaks 
to create space from defenders early on 
and challenge defenses vertically.  
 Scouts are concerned with his 
blocking and non-existent production 
in 2020.
 Other players to look out for: 
Quintin Morris, Bowling Green; Nick 
Eubanks Michigan; Kenny Yeboah, 
Ole Miss; Pro Wells, TCU; Tony Poljan, 
Virginia.
 There is a clear delineation 
between the haves and the have nots at 
tight end in the NFL nowadays and this 
year's draft is the same. There is Kyle 
Pitts and everyone else





23



24



25

  Since 2013, at least one pass 
rusher has been drafted in the top five 
each year. However, that eight-year run 
will assuredly end this year. This year 
Rush End is loaded in terms of depth 
between picks 20-150.  
 There is tremendous talent 
available but many of the top prospects 
are young and not as proven as many of 
the prospects we have seen in the prior 
years like Myles Garrett, Chase Young, 
and the Bosa brothers.  
 Teams will be hesitant and 
cautious when looking at this area on 
the football field. Azeez Ojulari is my 
top defensive end available but there is 
currently no clear-cut number two.
 1.Azeez Ojulari, 6-2, 241, 
Georgia: Ojulari was the best pass rusher 
in the SEC in 2020 while leading the 
conference in sacks, tackles for loss and 
forced fumbles.  
 He is a dangerous edge rusher 
with elite quickness and puts good 
pressure on the quarterback. 
 Ojulari uses his burst and bend 
to attack the outside shoulder of the 
offensive tackle while establishing the 
corner and detaches from blockers with 
violent hands. Ojulari lacks elite size and 
length but that shouldn’t limit his NFL 
ceiling.  
 2. Gregory Rousseau, 6-7, 

265, Miami: Rousseau has been the 
consensus top defensive end prospect 
for the 2021 NFL Draft, but most of his 
college production came from rushing in 
the A Gap. 
 He is an intelligent player when 
it comes to breaking down pass rush 
execution. Rousseau is not a fast, explosive 
pass rusher and is not overly physical, 
but he is a faith-based prospect with the 
length, frame and athleticism that leave 
defensive coordinators drooling. 
 3. Kwity Paye, 6-3, 271, 
Michigan: Paye has size, speed, 
athleticism and improving technique. 
He looks like a player with big upside for 
the 2021 NFL Draft.  
 Paye has rare lower body twitch 
and fluidity for his size and uses his 
physical hands to attack the point of 
attack. 
 Paye’s pass rushing toolbox isn’t 
very deep right now, but he is a compact, 
explosive athlete with menacing energy. 
He showed improving pass rushing moves 
and toughness versus the run in his final 
college season. 
 4. Jaelan Phillips, 6-5, 265, 
Miami: Phillips has first round talent with 
his body type, twitchy athleticism and a 
nose for the football, but unfortunately 
the medical feedback will ultimately decide 
his NFL Draft grade.  
 He is very smooth in his upfield 
attack and redirects blockers naturally. 
He uses his hands as weapons and rushes 
with his curls on fire. Phillips has a good 
skill set with strength to shed blocks and 
hold the edge in run defense.
 5. Carlos Basham, 6-3, 281, 
Wake Forest: Basham is rarely controlled 
due to his active play style, power, 

and hustle, which directly leads to his 
production. 
 He has shown the skills to be 
able to rush from the edge and tackle in 
sub packages. 
 His hands have a lot of pop, but 
his stiff hips off the ball show when he’s 
trying to bend the corner. 
 Basham needs to improve his pass 
rush creativity; but his size, explosiveness 
and effort make him a safe pick to become 
a solid starter in the NFL. 
 6. Jayson Oweh, 6-5, 255, Penn 
State: Oweh is super explosive with his 
first two steps, making him consistently 
disruptive and affecting the backfield’s 
action. 
 He was not productive in college, 
notching just four sacks over his last 18 
games, but he has a projectable body and 
moves differently than most athletes his 
size, but his pro-level instincts are lacking.  
 The 6 foot 5, 255 pounder is a 
workout warrior with shocking speed. 
He is a high risk, high reward pass rush 
prospect. Don't let activity outshine 
production.   
 7.  Joe Tryon, 6 -4, 263, 
Washington; 8. Joseph Ossai, 6-3, 
255, Texas; 9. Payton Turner, 6-5, 270, 
Houston; 10. Ronnie Perkins, 6-3, 248, 
Oklahoma.
 This isn’t a great draft for high 
end, eye popping talent at the defensive 
line. There is talent, no doubt or disrespect 
to any of these athletes and their ability, 
but there’s not a Chase Young or Aaron 
Donald type that jumps off the page as 
top 10 future highlight-making picks.  
 This year, there are players with 
high ceilings, and low floors who are 
physically gifted.
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   There has been somewhat of 
a de-emphasized value on linebackers in 
recent years but the NFL Draft class of 
2021 features some of the most prominent 
under the radar prospects in this year’s 
draft.
 Linebackers are always one of the 
most important pieces for a defense in 
the NFL. They hold the group together 
and many wear the “green dot” that has 
them become the voice of that eleven-
man defensive squad.  
 They a re the defensive 
quarterbacks that lead the team onto 
the field. They are asked to cover, blitz 
and attack the run game each and every 
down.
 What is the prototype NFL 
linebacker? The answers depend on 
the scheme, but it all comes down to 
versatility. Each linebacker prospect 
offers something a little different with 
wildly different body types and plenty 
of intrigue.
 1.Micah Parsons, Penn State, 
6-3, 244: Parsons was a one-year starter 
at Penn State and played the off-ball spot 
or weak side linebacker. 
 He is a physical freak with 
impressive size, speed and athletic 

strength. Parsons has great vision and 
agility to hunt running backs from sideline 
to sideline. 
 He shows to be an NFL three 
down linebacker that has yet to scratch the 
surface on his talents. He is projected as 
the best linebacker in the class, but there 
is major concern about his character and 
immaturity. Grade: 1st Round.
 2 .   Jerem iah Ow usu-
Koramoah, Notre Dame, 6-2, 215: 
Owusu-Koramoah is the most versatile 
linebacker in the draft. He can play both 
linebacker and nickel defender.  
 He has remarkable speed and 
closing burst to blitz, cover and mirror 
both tight ends or wide receivers across 
the field. 
 Owusu-Koramoah’s first step 
explosion, playmaking range, and 
intelligence gives his coach flexibility to 
play him at linebacker, safety, or nickel. 
 Major concern is what position 
fits his new team’s skill set, as well as his 
discipline at times. Grade: 1st Round
 3. Jamin Davis, Kentucky, 6-4, 
234: Davis is a rising prospect and some 
teams have him as their top linebacker 
in the 2021 Draft.  
 He had a phenomenal pro day 
workout that displayed incredible speed 
in the 40 and excellent explosion in the 
jumps.  
 Davis is a rangy player with a nose 
for the football, stretching out his stride 
to close against the run or drop coverage. 
Major concern is tackling technique, 
shedding blockers, and trusting his eyes.  
Grade: late 1st-2nd Round

 4. Zaven Collins, Tulsa, 6-4, 
256: Collins is a big, quick and versatile 
athlete who displays the ability to drop 
into coverage, make tackles in the run 
game, and rush the passer. 
 He is an ultra smooth mover in 
coverage with the awareness that leads 
him to football.  
 Collins has the hand power to 
dispose of blockers in the hole and find 
the ball carrier.  He has flashed untapped 
pass rush skills that have NFL defensive 
coordinators drooling. 
 Concerns are that he is not very 
physical and the scheme fitted to his 
playstyle are likely 3-4 systems. Grade 
Late 1st-2nd Round
 5. Nick Bolton, Missouri, 6-0, 
235: Bolton has terrific range and play 
personality as a run defender, trusting 
his read and vision to blow up plays at 
the line of scrimmage. 
 He lacks size, which reduces his 
margin for error taking on blocks and 
with his tackle radius. He is explosive 
through contact and is a reliable finisher. 
Concerns are lack of speed, size and 
athleticism. Grade 2nd Round
 6. Jabril Cox, LSU, 6-3, 233; 7. 
Baron Browning, Ohio State, 6-3, 241; 8. 
Chazz Surratt, North Carolina, 6-2, 277; 
9. Dylan Moses, Alabama, 6-3, 235; 10. 
Pete Werner, Ohio State, 6-1, 235.
 Once a highly regarded position, 
linebackers are seeing their stock take a 
bit of a hit over recent years, as coverage 
players or pass rushers tend to be more 
valued in today’s NFL, where passing is 
king.  
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