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                  In a lot of ways, Jordan Triplett 
is just a regular teenager. 
  He prefers pizza over hamburgers, 
likes Coke more than Pepsi, and he played 
football as a kid - even when he was by 
himself. 
  “He used to do some of the 
funniest things when he was little,” said 
his mother Becky Triplett. “He would 
practice throwing the ball up as high 
as he could, then roll to where he could 
get up and it still be a live ball. Over and 
over, in my living room, in the yard, just 
over and over.”
  One way that Jordan is not like 
a regular teenager, though, is that he can 
say he was the best freshman running 
back in the country this past season. 
The soft-spoken phenom downplays it 
all, however.
  “To be honest, in the playoffs I 
was talking to the line, and I told them 
‘it doesn’t matter how many yards we get, 
how many touchdowns we accumulate, 
it just matters that we go out there, beat 
that defensive line & go win the game. 
It all works out in the end if we do that, 
it doesn’t matter about the yards.’”
  Thrust into the starting role 
early in the season, Jordan put up some 
monstrous stats.
  Playing in 12 games total, Jordan 
ran for 1865 yards on 237 carries, finding 
the end zone 22 times and adding another 
226 all-purpose yards. 
  When the numbers were all 
crunched, “The River” Jordan was the 
top freshman back in the United States.
  Needless to say, it was a pretty 
special season. “(I knew it was special) 
pretty early on,” said his father Mark 
Triplett, “In that Long County game, 
(Coach Brandon Derrick) gave him the 
ball 34 times, and once I could see he 
could handle that load, I knew he was 
gonna have a good season.” 
  If you ask Jordan, however, it was 
just another season. “The whole season 

just felt like any other season. It all felt 
normal to me. It still doesn’t feel like I 
had that good a season. It just felt like 
it was a fun season where the line and 
receivers did an amazing job. If anyone 
had the best season, it was them not me.”
  One of the offensive linemen 
he heaped praise upon was his brother 
Jacob, one of the 16 seniors on the team.
  “That was the most fun thing 
about the season was being able to go 
out on the field with him one last time, 
being able to share that moment with 
him even though he couldn’t play, it felt 
like I was playing for him that day.”
  Of course, “that day” Jordan 
spoke of was the state championship 
game versus John Milledge Academy - a 
game that would end his freshman year 
with a 49-0 loss.
  “I walked out on that field and 
that's when I really knew I loved the game. 
I could see the huge field, the spotlights 
in the middle of a university like Mercer, 
and I knew I wanted to play this game 
the rest of my life.”
  The lopsided loss is one that 
Jordan and the rest of the Frederica 
Knights underclassmen will use as 
motivation over the coming months.
  “It was a difficult loss. I took 
a picture of the scoreboard afterwards, 
and that picture is going to be in the 
weight room over the summer to get (us) 
motivated. That game was an eye opener 
for me and the rest of the freshmen. We’ve 
already talked about how we’re gonna get 
back in the weight room, push others, 
step up & be leaders.” 
  After the game, the team seemed 
joyous, not deflated or defeated. According 
to Jordan, that was indeed the feeling 
on the field. “We really just relished that 
moment. Most of those seniors already 
had a ring, and we all knew it was their 
last game, and we all just went out and 
played for them, especially the other 
players on the team that had a brother 
on the team as well - especially me and 
Hamp Thompson. Afterwards we just 
hugged each other and said ‘that’s going 
to be us our senior year. We’re going to 
be right back here.’”
  Of course, no one will be 
surprised if they make it back to Mercer 
before that.
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  There have been some 
impressive college football dynasties 
over the years, but it’s hard to imagine 
a more successful one than the one 
currently taking place in Tuscaloosa. 
 If you take out Saban’s 
inaugural year in 2007 the Crimson 
Tide have never won fewer than 10 
games in a season (they’ve won 12 
or more in 10 of those 13 seasons) 
own 8 Division titles, 7 Conference 

titles, and 6 National Championship 
trophies. 
 What separates Alabama from 
other remarkable runs other programs 
have made is not only the longevity, 
but the circumstances surrounding it. 
 As frustrated as people get 
having to hear the argument about 
players and teams being from different 
eras, that does make a difference. 
 This isn’t the Knute Rockne/
Bear Bryant days where all the best 
players went to one or two schools, 
making it easier to dominate the 
competition. 

 Not only are there more 
options for players, but a lot of players 
are spurning some of the bigger 
programs so they (players) have a 
better chance of getting their name 
out there and building their brand. 
 Yet, Alabama is still able to 
bring in top rated classes, year after 
year. They’ve also achieved these feats 
playing in arguably the most difficult 
conference in the country. 
 Clemson, a team some people, 
myself included, thought could 
dethrone Alabama as the premier 
program, is a perfect example. As 
impressive as the Tigers have been the 
past 5-6 years, and as deserving as they 
were in their two championship runs, 
you knew they were going to have a 

shot because of the league they play 
in. 
 The Tide have been more 
successful, for twice as long, playing 
in a much more difficult conference. 
 One area that seems to fly a 
bit under the radar is the number of 
coordinators Saban has gone through, 
especially on the offensive side. 
 Over his 14 tenure there have 
been seven (about to be eight) different 
offensive coordinators at the helm.
 We like to discuss at length 
the hurdles that come with player 
turnover due to transfers, graduating, 
etc., but to have that many different 

coordinators reigning over the side 
of the ball Saban is least comfortable 
with says a lot about his ability to bring 
in talent not only on the field, but on 
the sideline as well. 
 Granted, he’s been fortunate 
to have some talented play callers 
on his staff, but to give credit where 
it’s due, he also was willing to take 
chances on guys like Lane Kiffin and 
Steve Sarkisian when their names 
weren’t exactly well received around 
the league. 
 That’s not to say Alabama 
and Saban are perfect or that they’ve 
won me over as a fan; of the three 
people I like associated with the state 
of Alabama, ( Jason Isbell, Charles 
Barkley, and a player to be named 

later) none of them have anything to 
do with Alabama football. 
 It’s difficult to be objective 
towards Saban and the Tide- he’s not 
exactly the most gregarious person 
there is and winning as much as the 
program has does automatically brings 
detractors. 
 But, with Alabama winning 
their sixth title in 13 years, I do find 
myself appreciating what Saban has 
achieved during his time there. 
 The argument could be made 
some were just as good, but regardless 
of tonight’s outcome, I’d argue nobody 
has been better. 
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  When it was announced 
the Atlanta Falcons had hired Arthur 
Smith as their new head coach I 
immediately thought “‘the guy who 
wrote Dueling Banjos is still alive…
and he’s going to coach the Falcons?” 
  Ok, so maybe the latter part 
is a bit of an embellishment, but that 
is the first Arthur Smith that came to 
mind.
  Even with my knowledge of 
Smith’s football career limited to his 
last two years as Tennessee’s Offensive 
Coordinator, the hire shouldn’t really 
be that much of a surprise.
  Atlanta has a history, particular 
in recent years, of hiring first time head 
coaches. While some organizations 
seemed determined to only hire former 
head coaches, Smith’s hire will be the 
fourth consecutive time the Falcons 
have handed the reigns of their team 
over to someone with no NFL head 
coaching experience. 
  Even when they have gone the 
“recycled” route, the last two coaches 
to fall under that category were Jim 
Mora and Dan Reeves- neither of 
which were considered bad hires at 
the time. 
  Whether that is the best is 
way for them to proceed or not is 
completely subjective, but I do give 
them credit for not falling in to the 
relationship trap of “oh, I know who 
they were beforehand, but they’ll be 
different with me.”
  What intrigues me more about 
the hire is what it might say about the 
direction the franchise is heading and 
what exactly the expectations are for 
Smith.
  Typically, when you see a 
young head coach join a team that 
has several high-profile players on 

the backside of their career, you 
automatically think it’s time to tear 
down and rebuild. 
  In Atlanta’s case, bringing in a 
highly regarded offensive coordinator, 
combined with an aging quarterback 
and the fourth overall pick in the draft, 
is the ideal situation to start moving 
onto the next phase of the franchise’s 
future. 
  However, with Matt Ryan 
hopefully still having another 2-3 
productive years left, and Smith’s 
record of success in Tennessee, 
however limited it may be, it wouldn’t 
shock me if those plans are simmering 
on the back burner for at least another 
season. 
  If the Falcons are trying 
to make one last push before their 
franchise quarterback rides off into 
the sunset, bringing in someone who 
revived a lesser quarterback’s career 
isn’t a bad place to start.
  If I had to guess, how the 
Falcons choose to use that fourth pick 
will give us a pretty good indication of 
what their plans are, and how much 
leeway their new head coach is going 
to received. 
  Trevor Lawrence won’t be 
available, and I imagine Justin Fields 
will be off the board as well, so is 
Atlanta enamored enough with either 
Zach Wilson or Trey Lance to draft 
them that high, knowing they probably 
won’t see the field for a year or two?
  Obviously, there are other 
aspects to take into consideration 
when you’re trying to figure out the 
direction of a football franchise, but 
none will speak louder than Atlanta 
drafting a quarterback that early.
  Like with any hire there will 
always be questions- are two years 
enough to judge how Smith will run 
a team? Were there better options out 
there? 
  Regardless of how you answer 
you those questions, the hire falls right 
in line with who the Atlanta Falcons 
have been. Now it’s just figuring out 
exactly what that means. 
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  A s you look around the 
Southern college football landscape you 
see the Alabama, Clemson, Florida, and 
Georgia’s of the world playing a very 
good brand of football, but you can also 
look around and see some programs not 
performing very well. 
 We have a few programs in our 
geographical region that currently look 
like dumpster fires. Let’s take a look at 
my top five programs that have fallen on 
hard times.

5. Georgia Tech: The Jackets were 
number one on this list two years ago. 
Now they are about remove themselves 
from lists like this. Georgia Tech is doing 
the right things to not be included on lists 
like this much longer.  
 Teams 1-4 on this list need to 
follow the Jacket blueprint. The Jackets 
land here as a motivational tool for 2021. 

4. Florida State: My how the mighty have 
fallen. This once proud football program 
has sunk to an all-time low. 
 Gone are the days of ruling the 
ACC with an iron fist, and now we see 
FSU backing out of playing homes games 
against Clemson and using Covid-19 as an 

excuse after Clemson had already made 
the trip. 
 FSU used to be a recruiting 
machine and now they fight Georgia 
Southern and South Alabama for 3-star 
athletes. 
 FSU will be back eventually 
but how in the hell should a program of 
this magnitude ever appear on a list like 
this?  It cost Clemson $250K to travel 
to Tallahassee for a pre-game meal, but 
they got to see a top five dumpster fire 
in person.

3. South Carolina: Are you starting to 
see a pattern of the SEC East yet? 
 South Carolina is a State with 
good high school football, Columbia is 
80 miles from Charlotte and less than 3 
hours from Atlanta. The recruiting base 
is there. 
 South Carolina’s biggest problem 
is that they are Clemson’s little brother 
and they can’t shake that label. 
 You mention that to the fan 
base and they get fighting mad. How can 
Clemson be so good and South Carolina 
be so bad currently? I just don’t get it and 
many football observers in the south don’t 
either. 
 Will Shane Beamer fix this 
dumpster fire?

2. Vanderbilt: Vandy has never been 
very good in football. We all understand 
that the academic prestige of Vanderbilt 
presents some competitive challenges for 
this fine University.
 Derek Mason has been fired and 

been replaced by Clark Lea from Notre 
Dame. 
 Vandy needs to get back to work 
of becoming a competitive football team. 
The Commodores did not win a football 
game in 2020, and decided they were just 
not going to show up and play Georgia 
in their final game of the season. That 
mentality alone has to go and makes 
Vandy a dumpster fire.

1. Tennessee: How did we get here Vol 
fans? You are the biggest dumpster fire in 
college football currently. A ten-year-old 
boy and Tennessee fan asked his father 
“What is it like to beat Alabama dad?” 
Dad answered “I don’t know son we are 
Vol fans.” 
 Tennessee just suffered through 
the worst decade of football in its proud 
history. Six head coaches in 12 years. 
 Now apparently Tennessee has 
as many as 30 level 1 and level 2 major 
recruiting violations. Rumors of giving 
away cash in McDonald’s bags and so on. 
 Due to NCAA sanct ions 
forthcoming it may be 2025-26 until 
Tennessee has a full complement of 
scholarships to offer (they could lose up 
to 30 over next 4 years). 
 This program is about to be on 
life support. Tennessee is having a mass 
exodus via the transfer portal. 
 Memphis is the best college 
football program in the State of Tennessee 
right now.
 Damn, just damn, Big Orange 
nation you are the biggest dumpster fire 
in all of college football. 
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  Change is coming in 
Jacksonville and it’s coming fast. 
 After concluding the 2020 
NFL season with a horrendous record 
of 1-15 (earning them the first overall 
pick) the Jaguars have quite a bit of 
soul searching to do. 
 The Jaguars are looking to 
hire a new General Manager as well 
as Head Coach, and with the number 

one pick most people are looking at 
this offseason as one of the most 
important offseasons in franchise 
history.
 The first two items on the list 
for the Jaguars this offseason is to find 
a Head Coach and General Manager, 
but not in a rush. 
 Jacksonville has been given an 
extremely unique opportunity to gut 
the franchise and rebuild to a talented 
roster all in the same offseason. 
 W h i le  it  i s  a  un ique 
opportunity for Jacksonville, that 

doesn’t mean it isn’t a tall task. Ideally, 
the Jaguars would like to look for 
candidates that will be able to engage 
with the young talent within the 
franchise getting them to buy in, in 
order to create a winning culture.
 The Jaguars met with former 
Ohio State and University of Florida 
Head Coach Urban Meyer about the 
Head coaching position. Meyer has 
since begun to put together a coaching 
staff in case he is able to get the job. 
 If the Jaguars do decide to 
go with Meyer, the Jacksonville fans 
as well as Meyer are going to have to 
deal with a few changes. 
 Meyer would come out of 
college having won three National 

Championships and a record of 187-32 
as a college coach, which is incredible. 
However, in the NFL a three loss 
season is terrific where at Ohio State 
he might’ve been fired after three 
losses in a season, so both the fans 
of Urban Meyer and Meyer himself 
will have to be ready to handle some 
tough losses.
 Also, throughout Meyer’s 
coaching career he has been one of the 
best recruiters, but that won’t transfer 
to the NFL very well, Jaguars fans will 
quickly be able to see how Meyer is 
able to develop the talent given. 

 All-in-all, whoever is able 
to get the Head Coaching job for 
Jacksonville next year is faced with 
turning around the worst record in 
franchise history. 
 The Jaguars are looking for 
leadership throughout the offseason, 
the franchise needs a clear vision and 
a plan of action for the franchise to 
get back on track. 
 For many fans, getting back 
on track would mean executing with 
their first overall pick this year. 
 Having said that, the Jaguars 
don’t have a good track record in 
recent years with quarterbacks, 
Jacksonville has passed on two 
marquee picks in Deshaun Watson 

and Patrick Mahomes. 
 With the Jaguars getting their 
first number one pick in franchise 
history this upcoming draft they are 
looking to capitalize on it, helping 
change the culture. 
 However, fans will get more 
insight as to how Jacksonville will use 
their first overall pick after they find 
a General Manager and Head Coach. 
 Jacksonville is looking to 
greatly improve their status heading 
into the 2021 season and hoping to 
compete in another AFC title game 
in the near future.
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  Over the last 20 years, it has 
become easier to discuss the top five college 
football teams of the new millennia. 
 It’s a great time for debates. College 
football fans are very passionate and love to 
argue about their favorite teams!
 I measured the teams by their on-
field dominance, their overall talent level and 
the success on the gridiron.
 Ranking these teams during the 
past 20 years brought back a lot of memories.
 5. University of Florida 2008: The 
Gators had a 13-1 record, averaged 43.6 points 
per game, allowed 12.9 points per game.  
 The Gators’ defense was led by 
Consensus All-Americans Brandon Spikes 
and Joe Haden. Carlos Dunlap and Janoris 
Jenkins were 1st round draft choices in the 
NFL.  
 The offense was led by 2007 
Heisman Trophy winner Tim Tebow (2008 
Maxwell Award, Manning Award and 
Wuerffel Trophy) and 2nd team All American 
Percy Harvin.  
 The key moment for Florida, was 
a one point loss to Ole Miss at home. In the 
post-game press conference, Tebow delivered 
his famous “Promise Speech”. Love him or 
hate him, Tebow proved to be one of the best 
and inspirational college football players in 
the last 20 years.
 Tebow kept his promise! No team 
came closer than 10 points to the Gators 
the rest of the season. Florida routed No. 
8 Georgia 49-10, pummeled No. 24 South 
Carolina 56-6 and destroyed No. 23 FSU 
45-15. 
 The 2009 FedEx BCS National 
Championship Game, Florida defeated NO. 

1 Oklahoma 24-14.
 4. Clemson 2016: I think the 2016 
Clemson team was Dabo Swinney’s best.  
 The Tigers finished 14-1, the loss 
coming to Pitt. The Tigers were led by 
Deshaun Watson, one of the best college 
football players never to win a Heisman.  
 Watson torched Alabama in the 
postseason to the point where Nick Saban 
admitted they had no answer for him.  
 Watson shattered Clemson’s history 
books with 5,222 total yards from scrimmage 
and 50 touchdowns (41 passing and nine 
rushing).  
 In an instinct classic, Clemson and 
Alabama came down to the final seconds to 
decide the winner. Watson found Hunter 
Renfrow on a rub route to seal the deal 
and Clemson claimed their first national 
championship since 1981.
 3. LSU 2019: Just last year many 
were crowning the Tiger team the greatest 
of all time, after finishing the season 15-0.  
 What a truly impressive resume 
for the Tigers players: Joe Burrow (Heisman 
Trophy, Maxwell Award, Walter Camp 
Award, Sporting News Player of the Year, 
Davey O’Brien, Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Award, Manning Award, Broyles Award and 
SEC Offensive Player of the Year), Ja’Marr 
Chase (Biletnikoff Award), Grant Delpit (Jim 
Thorpe Award) and Derek Stingley Jr. (SEC 
Freshman of the Year and Sporting News 
Freshman of the Year). LSU had 14 players 
drafted and 6 undrafted free agents.  
 The Tigers defeated the defending 
national champions Clemson 42-25. LSU 
claimed their fourth national championship in 
school history, the third undefeated champion 
in the CFP era, and the second 15-0 season 
in the modern era.  
 After their dominant performance 
against a historically difficult schedule, several 
talking heads called them the greatest team 
in college football history.
 2. Alabama 2020: The honor 
of becoming the greatest football team in 
Alabama history has to put you in the top 

tier in my rankings. 
 It is not an easy statement: the 
undefeated 2009 team that slapped around 
Texas in the Rose Bowl, 1992 team that went 
13-0 with maybe the most dominant defense 
in college football history or the 1979, 1966, 
1965 or 1964 teams all had great seasons.
 Unlike the teams above, the 2020 
Tide team showed an offensive firepower 
rewriting Alabama history books. 
 Alabama had the best offensive line, 
wide receiver, running back and quarterback 
in college football.  
 After running through the 10 regular 
season with little to no resistance, the Tide 
captured the SEC Championship with a 52-
46 (the closest contest of the season) over 
Florida.
 Finishing 11-0 in SEC play, playing 
every game on their schedule during COVID, 
and the pure dominance the Tide displayed 
game after game has them at number two.
 1.Miami Hurricanes 2001: By the 
numbers 12-0 record, 512 total points, 42.7 
points per game, 9.8 points allowed, 32.9 
points average margin of victory, 38 NFL 
draft picks and 17 first round picks.
 The 2001 U was the most dominant 
all-around team in college football history 
with Andre Johnson, Willis McGahee, Clinton 
Portis, Jeremy Shockey and Ken Dorsey on 
offense and Sean Taylor, Jonathan Vilma, 
Phillip Buchanon and Ed Reed on defense 
(just to name a few).
 Six first team Consensus All 
Americans in Buchanon, Joaquin Gonzalez, 
Bryant Mckinnie, Shockey, Reed and Todd 
Sievers.
 The U had an absurd amount of 
talent and played with swagger that established 
themselves as the best college football team 
over the past 20 years.  
Just outside the top five:  Florida State 2013, 
Clemson 2018, Ohio State 2002, Auburn 
2010, Alabama 2011 and 2012, Southern 
California 2004 and Texas 2005.  I can make 
an argument that any of these teams belong 
in the top five.





  2021 is upon us in the 
pandemic stricken football season.
 My annual SEC Football stock 
report is upon us again.

Stock Keys:
Buy
Sell 
Hold

 Alabama: The best football 
stock around with the master CEO 
Saban running things. Championship 
stock that will make you tons of 
money. The long-term future of this 
blue blood stock is through the roof. 
Advice: Buy it all. 
 Texas A&M: This stock has 
risen in 2020. It has made investors 
plenty of money in 2020. The long-
term future of this stock is up in the 
air. Advice: Right now, hold what 
you have at this moment and watch 
closely. 
 Florida: This stock is 
somewhat of an unknown at the 

moment. It has been a short-term 
snack in 2020, but with a takeover 
attempt by the NFL to rob Florida of 
valuable assets this stock may decline 
in the short term and rebound down 
the road. Advice: Hold for now and 
take short term losses in 2021 and buy 
in 2022 and beyond.
 Georgia: Kirby Smart has 
been a great trader on Wall Street for 
about five years now. This stock has 
steadily made investors rich, and this 
stock could reach its highest value 
since 1980. Advice: Buy it in boatloads. 
 Auburn: Once a blue blood 
stock that has tumbled over the past 
decade. It bottomed out in 2020, 
and Auburn fired its CEO and sent 
him out with a $21 million dollar 
severance package. This stock is 
underperforming at this moment in 
time. Advice: Sell it all and invest in 
higher producing stock like Alabama, 
UGA and a rising Arkansas. 
 Arkansas: Arkansas is the best 
new stock of 2021. Future is bright 
under new leadership. Advice: Buy 
as much as you can. 
 Ole Miss: New aggressive 
CEO who is not afraid to invest in 
new technology. This stock will peak 
by 2023 so might as well get on board 
now. Advice: Buy all you can and hold 
on to it.

 LSU: Traditional producing 
blue blood stock that has struggled in 
2020, but will bounce back in 2021. 
Advice: Hold on to what you have and 
be ready to buy quickly in the fall.
 Tennessee: Blue Horseshoe 
hates Tennessee football. Advice: 
Sell/dump this crap quickly before 
Tennessee gets busted for insider 
trading. 
 Missouri: Future looks bright 
for this stock. Advice: Hold for now 
but consolidate resources for quick 
purchases in 2022 and beyond. 
 South Carolina: Dump it 
quickly and I mean quickly before 
you go bankrupt.
 Kentuck y :  Kent ucky 
basketball stock is even on the decline 
currently. Sell off the football stock 
as quickly as you can. 
 Mississippi State: The Air 
Raid stock is not valuable any longer. 
Once a slight producer that has seen 
its better days. Sell it off. 
 Vanderbilt: Kicking game 
gimmicks have not been able to save 
this proud stock. CEO has been fired 
and the future looks very bleak. Sell 
what you have and invest that money in 
Arkansas and Ole Miss Stock because 
it is cheaper and will pay better than 
average dividends. 
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 It’s been 19 years since wide 
receiver Desmond Howard won the 
Heisman Trophy, but on Tuesday night 
DeVonta Smith ended the drought by 
earning the 2020 Heisman. 
 Smith joins running back Mark 
Ingram (2009) and Derrick Henry 
(2015).
 Smith received the trophy 
after 12 games of SEC-only play and 
rewrote the Alabama and SEC record 

books. The Amite, LA native caught 
105 passes for 1,641 yards and 20 
touchdowns (all three led the nation).
 Think about what it takes 
for a receiver to be recognized as the 
best player in the game. That player 
must dominate and make it known 
immediately and obvious that he’s 
more responsible for his team’s success 
than his quarterback. 
 Smith passed the test. He is the 
best offensive player on a team loaded 
with NFL talent at every position. 

 You could argue that Jones is 
the guy throwing the ball to Smith 
and deserves the credit, but Smith 
gets open play after play, no matter 
the coverages or routes.   
 Smith received 447 first place 
votes and 1,856 total points. Clemson 
and future Jacksonville quarterback 
Trevor Lawrence was second with 
222 first place votes and 1,187 total. 
 Smith’s teammates Mac Jones 
and Najee Harris, finished third and 
fifth and Florida’s Kyle Trask finished 
fourth.
 Smith already had an all-
time highlight when, as a freshman, 
he ran by a Georgia defensive back 
to catch a Tua Tagovailoa’s 41-yard 

touchdown pass to win the College 
Football Playoff Championship. 
 He will have a chance to score 
another title Monday when Alabama 
faces Ohio State for the College 
Football Playoff Championship in 
Miami.
 Former Heisman winner 
Steve Spurrier had these thought 
on DeVonta, “DeVonta, gosh I 
st i l l remember when he was a 
true freshman when he caught the 
touchdown to beat Georgia for the 

national championship. Nobody knew 
who he was, he just flew down the 
sideline and obviously Georgia was 
in a bad coverage. Some kind of the 
Cover 2 on that side, which doesn’t 
make sense but that’s what they were 
doing.”
 Nicknamed the “Slim Reaper,” 
Smith has already collected plenty of 
awards for his 2020 efforts, ranging 
from consensus All American to the 
Biletnikoff Award to AP College 
Football Player of the Year (first ever 
receiver to win), but the Heisman is a 
completely different class of Hardware.
 Smith delivered an inspiring 
and heartfelt acceptance speech after 
winning, “To all the young kids out 

there that’s not the biggest, not the 
strongest: just keep pushing. I'm not 
the biggest. I’ve been doubted a lot 
because of my size and really, it just 
comes down to if you put your mind 
to it, you can do it. No job’s too big.”
 The experts at SportLine.
com have revealed the 2021 Heisman 
odds: Spencer Rattler QB, Oklahoma 
is the favorite followed by three ACC 
quarterbacks D. J. Uiagalelei, Clemson; 
Sam Howell, North Carolina and 
D’Eriq King, Miami.
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   "My team is on the 
floor.”
 In a movie full of memorable 
quotes and scenes (Hoosiers) that 
line may encapsulate the integrity of 
Norman Dale (Gene Hackman) more 
than any other. 
 In six words he not only holds 
the one available substitute on his 
bench accountable for not following 
his rules, but he shows tremendous 
support for the four players that did.
 Regardless of wins and losses 
the character does exactly what you 
want a coach to do, set a good example 
for the players around him. 
 If Hoosiers was to be remade 
into a football movie starring Dan 
Mullen the line may sound like this- 
“My team is on the field...except it’s 
not this year’s team, it’s next years...
and you know I could just take them 
all off the field and not play, right...
and by the way, what’s with the lack 
of a crowd, it’s interfering with my 
current, but yet not current players...
hey, how do you like my Halloween 

costume?”
 If adversity is supposed to 
expose a person’s true character this 
past season has shown Mullen to be 
a narcissistic, excuse-riddled coach, 
whose post game comments are more 
of a fit for fan base discussion boards 
as opposed to press conferences. 
(Seriously, all those jokes about the 
SEC only losing bowl games they’re 
not interested in playing, originally 
directed at delusional fans, can now 
add Mullen to their intended list of 
targets.)
 For most of the season it 
seemed like the best way to handle 
his rants was the same way you would 
handle a toddler throwing a fit in the 
toy aisle at a Target; just let him have 
his moment and move on.
 Of course, as any parent will 
attest, if you don’t stop the fits early 
enough, they’ll grow into a full blown 
tantrum, which is basically what 
Mullen’s post Cotton Bowl press 
conference amounted to.
 There really isn’t any way an 
objective person could watch that 
video and justify what he said as 
anything other than adult tantrum. 
 Despite all the ridiculous and 
frankly disrespectful comments he 
made his lack of integrity was what 
really pushed the whole thing over 
the edge. 

 As I mentioned above, the 
one thing we hope a coach will do at 
a minimum is set a good example for 
their players, right? I mean, I feel like 
I’ve heard “shaping boys into men” 
a few times over my 40 years on this 
earth. 
 How did Mullen shape his 
players this year? I assume they learned 
if things get tough just throw a bunch 
of excuses and blame towards others 
and then make sure they know just 
how lucky they were that you at least 
showed up? 
 Coming into this season I 
didn’t really have strong feelings 
towards Mullen, one way or the other. 
I thought he was a good coach who 
up to that point seemed like a decent 
guy.
 Obviously, my feelings are 
a little more pronounced than they 
were a few months ago. 
 Look, Mullen may be taking 
the Dabo Swinney approach by 
doubling down on his comments 
because he doesn’t care what people 
outside of his program’s fan base 
thinks of him. 
 However, if he does care about 
his reputation, and since he’s already 
admitted he’s moved on to the 2021 
season, I know just the perfect movie 
he can watch to help him on his way.
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{ We can give you new ones. }
Need knees? 

Our focus is reducing pain, restoring mobility and improving 
your quality of life. It’s your need to know place for new knees.

912-417-5423 I sghs.org/summit


