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  I know most Atlanta Braves’ 
fans have yet to get over the Braves 
blowing a 3-1 lead against the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in the NLCS.
 However, there is some reason 
for pride if you are a Braves fan. One 
big reason is Freddie Freeman finally 
winning the NL MVP.
 Freeman has been in the 

conversation for the award a few other 
times, but he has never been able to 
put the team on his back during the 
stretch run, mostly due to injuries late 
in the year.
 However, in the COVID 
shortened season that was not the 
case. As the season began to wind 
down and the Braves were looking to 
concrete the NL East, Freeman came 
up with clutch hit after clutch hit and 
big homerun after big homerun.

 He hit .341 for the season 
with 13 homeruns and 53 RBI’s. 
His offensive numbers coupled with 
dazzling play in the field was enough 
to win the award.
 Freeman finished with 28 first 
place votes, while the next closest 
contender for the award finished w 2 
first place votes. Essentially, he won 
in a land slide.
 You have to feel good for the 
man as he is the last holdover from 
the Braves rebuilding years back in 
the early and mid 20-teens.
 Also, Freeman had a bout with 
COVID-19 in which he said publicly 
he didn’t know if was going to survive 
the encounter. Freddie tells the story 

of reaching a temperature of over 104 
and praying to God to survive the 
ordeal.
 He finished 2nd in average, 
only 5 homeruns short of the NL 
lead, 2nd in RBI’s and 3rd in hits. All 
this while only striking out 37 times 
compared to 45 walks.
 Freeman is only 31 and won’t 
turn 32 until September. It would 
not surprise me at all if he is in the 
running for the 2021 MVP as well if 
he remains healthy.

 Freddie is scheduled to become 
a free agent at the end of the coming 
season. I can’t imagine any scenario 
in which the Braves don’t give him a 
very lucrative contract extension to 
remain a Brave for the remainder of 
his career.
 He has been the face of the 
franchise for almost a decade and 
has been very involved in the Atlanta 
community.
 As a Braves fan myself, 
despite still tussling with Atlanta 
blowing a 3-1 lead to LA, it was nice 
to see Freeman get his much overdue 
accolades. 
 The man is the best 1st 
baseman in all of MLB, something 

Braves fans have known for years. It 
was nice to see the rest of the country 
catch onto that fact.
 The Braves figure to be in the 
playoff picture next year and maybe 
Atlanta can top off the season with 
a World Series title and Freeman win 
his 2nd MVP en route.
 You can’t spell Freddie 
Freeman without MVP, well maybe 
you can but why would you want to.
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              This year’s telecast of the 
Masters on CBS recorded the major 
tournament’s lowest f inal-round 
numbers since 1957, extending a streak 
of soft sports TV viewership numbers.
  The broadcast averaged a 
3.4 rating and 5.59 million viewers, 
according to Nielsen. 
  That is about 51% lower than 
last year, when Tiger Woods recorded a 
comeback win, and also well below the 
previous lows of 6.7 in 1980 and 11.05 
million viewers in 2017. (Viewership 
has been tracked since 1995.) In 1957, 
CBS aired one hour of coverage and 
drew a 3.0.
  I enjoyed The Masters. 
I liked the fact that three of golf’s 
Major Championships were able to 
reschedule and play in 2020. The Open 
Championship cancelled the 2020 
tournament early on in the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
  Dustin Johnson is the number 
one golfer in the world according to the 
World Golf Rankings. 
  With the win at Augusta he 
capped a stellar stretch in the majors 
this year finishing 2nd in the PGA 
Championship, and 6th in the US Open. 
  Johnson has now won the 
US Open and The Masters, and has 
runner-up finishes in the PGA and 
Open Championship. 
  The play has been consistently 
very good since August where has 
finished no worse than 6th in seven 
starts on tours with two wins. 
  Johnson was born in Columbia, 
South Carolina and played his golf 
at Coastal Carolina University so the 
proximity to Augusta National made last 
weekend’s win very special to Johnson. 
  Johnson grew up in Irmo, South 
Carolina. His childhood dream was to 
win The Masters.
  Once the Green Jacket was 
placed on him by Tiger Woods, he 
became very emotional and barely could 

speak a word. 
  That raw emotion from Johnson 
was very good to see. Johnson is known 
as stoic player, who just handles his 
business on the golf course and in 
2020 style that post tournament side 
of Johnson was something that I wish 
we could see more of on the PGA tour.
  Back to the final round of 
The Masters, Johnson carded a final 
round of 68 that left him at 20-under 
268, beating the previous tournament 
best of 18-under set by both defending 
champion Tiger Woods, in 1997, and 
Jordan Spieth, in 2015. 
  Johnson shot four rounds under 
par for the tournament. He has played 
11 straight rounds under par at Augusta 
which is a record. 
  Johnson became the first world 
number one to win at Augusta since 
Tiger in 2002. 
  Don’t let the low television 
ratings from last weekend put a damper 
on the quality of golf that was played. 
  Those of us who watched saw a 
record-breaking performance by Dustin 
Johnson, who has rapidly become one 
of my favorite golfers on the tour. 
  Johnson’s work ethic is better 
than most on the tour. At age 36 
Johnson is in his golfing prime. Many 
more wins could be on the horizon. 
  Brooks Koepka called out 
Dustin Johnson as only having one 
major championship going into the 
final round of the PGA Championship 
in August and it backfired on Brooks. 
  Koepka finished tied for 7th 
at 10 under par at The Masters. Good 
showing but it was 10 strokes behind 
your 2020 Master Champion Dustin 
Johnson, who now has two majors 
under his belt.
  Dustin Johnson is the best 
golfer in the world and he may stay 
there for a while. He has The Green 
Jacket to prove it. 
  He will defend in April and 
this time we will have Azalea’s and 
Dogwood’s blooming once again. 
  Yellowstone is my favorite 
show on TV right now and in grand 
Rip Wheeler fashion it is time to take 
2020 on a trip to the Train Station.

Monday- Friday 
2:30-6:30pm

Tut
ing and 
Homew
k help

Snack and 
hot dinner 
served daily

9 locations 
in Glynn County

Visit 
www.bgcsega.com 

f
 m
e 
inf
mation

Boys & Girls 
Club of 

Southeast 
Georgia

After School 
Programs
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Robotic knee surgery data indicates the technology has the potential to speed recovery
and improve accuracy compared to standard procedures. If you live in Camden County
and need knee surgery, Southeast Georgia Health System has some good news-- robotic
knee surgery technology is now available at the Health System’s Camden Campus.
 
The ROSA® Knee System provides precision guidance for surgeons who perform Total
Knee Arthroplasty (TKA), also known as a Total Knee Replacement (TKR), restore
mobility to people struggling with osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, degenerative
joint disease, or a traumatic injury. Degenerative diseases such as osteoarthritis can
cause pain, swelling, knee locking and eventually, bone-on-bone knee pain.
 
“ROSA’s leading-edge technology reflects the Health System’s commitment to our
hospital and community. The Brunswick Campus has successfully used the MAKO
robotic technology for years. Our orthopaedic surgeons can now offer Camden County
residents the same high-level patient experience,” said Glenn Gann, vice president and
administrator of the Camden Campus. 
 
Orthopaedic surgeons J. Melvin Deese Jr., M.D. and Christopher Yonz, M.D. trained in
the ROSA method. Both practice at Summit Sports Medicine & Orthopaedic Surgery.
They see several advantages to the new technology. “Because the ROSA was designed by
surgeons, it allows us to make decisions during surgery that result in a well-balanced,
well-aligned knee implant,” said Dr. Yonz. 
 
“By providing real-time information on how a patient’s knee responds to different
movements, we can properly align the limb,” added Dr. Yonz, referring to ROSA’s
tracking system which sends patient data to a surgeon during the procedure.
 
Dr. Deese elaborated further. “Using the data on the patient’s anatomy and soft tissue
surrounding the knee, we’re able to create a very precise reconstruction plan.” In
simplest terms, ROSA helps surgeons understand each patient’s unique anatomy
so they can more closely match the size and shape of a knee implant to the patient.

“ROSA even helps match an implant to the patient’s gender, ethnicity and stature,” 
Dr. Yonz added.  
 
Asked to highlight the technology’s most important feature, Dr. Deese said, “We can
perform a ‘virtual knee replacement’ before making the first incision, which allows for
the most accurate position and placement of the total knee components.”
 
ROSA’s efficient imaging system also reduces the patient’s exposure to radiation and
the cost of imaging. “Investing in this technology further demonstrates our
commitment to providing service excellence and improving patient care. Our
physicians deserve to work with the latest technologies and our patients deserve to have
the best care close to home,” said Mr. Gann.

SOUTHEAST GEORGIA HEALTH SYSTEM CAMDEN CAMPUS

INTRODUCES ROBOTIC KNEE REPLACEMENT SURGERY

Summit Sports Medicine &
Orthopaedic Surgery has
offices in Brunswick, 
St. Simons Island and 
St. Marys. 

Drs. Yonz and Deese's office
is located on the Camden
Campus at 2060 Dan Proctor
Drive, Suite 1400, St. Marys.

To find out if you are a
candidate for ROSA knee
replacement, schedule a
consultation at 912-576-6355. 
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  Normally this time of year 
means the college football regular season 
is almost over. 
  Due to the pandemic, the season 
was delayed for several conferences like 
the Big Ten and Pac 12. I’m going to take 
a look at the top five Heisman Trophy 
candidates.
  Kyle Trask/ Florida: I feel like 
he should be the hands down favorite at 
this point. It’s hard to believe this guy 
was sitting on the bench behind Feleipe 
Franks. 
  Earlier in the season I said he’s 
this year’s Joe Burrow. I don’t think 
anybody can match Burrow’s video game 
like stats from 2019 but I’m talking about 
the drastic improvement he made. Also, 
both of them were not expected to play 
at that level going into their final season.
  They have had the LSU game 
postponed due to several players on the 
team having COVID. I hope that game 
can get played in December so Trask can 
play the maximum amount of games. 
  He led the Gators to a win over 
No. 5 Georgia that they desperately 
needed. The defense is not very good, 
so they basically have to outscore their 
opponents. Trask is basically good for at 
least four passing TD’s every game.
  Trevor Lawrence/ Clemson: 
He’s the clear consensus as the best 
quarterback and number one pick in the 

upcoming NFL Draft. 
  Unfortunately, he had COVID 
and had to miss two games. 
  One of them was at No. 4 Notre 
Dame and that could have been his 
Heisman moment.
  The Tigers like to run the 
ball with All-American running back 
Travis Etienne so that takes away from 
Lawrence’s stats. 
  If he plays well against Notre 
Dame in the ACC Championship that 
could catapult him to the top of the 
Heisman list.
  Travis Etienne/ Clemson: I 
know this has become a quarterback award 
but he really deserves consideration. 
He’s a true dual threat running back and 
his number are very good.
  Mac Jones/ Alabama: He has 
the Crimson Tide undefeated (6-0) and 
he’s playing very well. Jones has thrown 
for 2,196 yards (8th), 16 TD’s (tied-13th), 
2 interceptions with a 95.6 QBR (2nd). 
  He’s on the best team and I 
think Bama will finish undefeated. His 
stats are impressive because Alabama is 
another team that likes to run the ball. 
Najee Harris has over 700 yards rushing.
  The LSU game has been 
postponed due to a Coronavirus outbreak 
in the program. We don’t know if that 
game will actually get played but that 
would be an easy win for Bama. 
  The only challenge should be 
against Florida in the SEC Championship.
  Justin Fields/ Ohio State: The 
Buckeyes have only played three games 
because the Big Ten started the season 
late and the Maryland game was canceled. 
Fields only has 7 games to make a case 
as the best player. 
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 With everything going on in 
the world to go along with a lack of star 
power in this year’s draft, it would be 
completely understandable if you forgot 
the NBA Draft hadn’t taken place yet. 
 Honestly, the only reason I 
remembered is I haven’t purchased NBA 
2K21 yet because the rosters couldn’t be 
up to date since there had been no draft 
(or free agency and trades).
 As I’ve mentioned in the past, 
I’m not a fan of giving out grades when 
to comes to drafts. 
 I know they’re interesting to 
read, which is why most media outlets 
post them, but unless it’s just a no brainer 
pick, or one that makes absolutely no 
sense, it’s three or four years before you 
can really make any judgements. 
 So, instead of telling you how well 
or poorly the Atlanta Hawks and Orlando 
Magic did, here are a few remarks on the 
type of player each team is getting.
 Atlanta Hawks
 Oneyka Okongwu, C, USC. 
The former 1st team All-PAC 12 player 

was largely considered to be the best low 
post player in the draft. 
 Like most young big men with 
similar size and athleticism his strength is 
on defense, however his offensive skillset 
is farther along than most of his peers. 
 I imagine the plan is for Okongwu 
to back up Clint Capela while he adjusts 
to the NBA, but if his development is 
quicker than expected Capela could 
become expendable, something that 
may be appealing to Atlanta at the trade 
deadline. 
 There’s a very good chance the 
Hawks drafted their long-term answer 
down low.
 Skylar Mays, G, LSU. With 
the NBA’s emphasis on drafting young 
players based on potential, hopefuls like 
Mays- four-year players with NBA level 
skills- oftentimes find themselves waiting 
until the second round before they hear 
their names called, if at all. 
 Mays, who started all four years 
at LSU and was named 1st team All-SEC 
this past season, is certainly good enough 
to play at the NBA level, the only question 
is whether he’ll get a chance to prove 
himself with Atlanta. 
 Not many players drafted in the 
50th spot hang around, Mays has the 
potential to be an exception to the rule.
 Orlando Magic
 Cole Anthony, G, UNC. As a 
devout parishioner from the church of 

ABC (Anybody But Carolina) I was able 
to watch Anthony a few times during 
his lone, injury riddled season in Chapel 
Hill. 
 I try not to make player 
comparisons, but the best way I can 
describe Anthony’s game is “Kyrie Irving 
Lite”.  
 Anthony has great handles, can 
get to the rim with relative ease, and has 
a knack for making the “no, what are 
you thinking…. yes, great shot” shot, a 
la Irving. 
 But, also like Kyrie, the former 
Tarheel tends to forget he has teammates 
he can pass the ball to and avoids playing 
any semblance of defense. 
 Now, In Anthony’s defense, 
he wasn’t surrounded by a plethora of 
talent at Carolina this past season, so I 
understand to a point why he was the 
volume shooter he was. 
 However, I have a feeling things 
wouldn’t have been all that different, even 
if the talent level had been greater. 
 The Magic may have just found 
their most beloved, and frustrating, player 
on their roster.
 We’ll see how these guys turn 
out over the next few years. For both 
the Hawks and Magic, they’re hoping 
the 2020 Draft will be a bright spot in 
an otherwise dreary year.
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  A few years ago, I wrote a 
story about Augusta National allowing 
women to play golf at their club. I 
pointed out that the mere fact that it 
was news that women were breaking 
new ground in the 21st century 
was shameful in and of itself. Not 
that the move wasn’t important or 
newsworthy, because it was, just that 
it was ridiculous how late in the game 
(no pun intended) that the rule was 
being changed.
 In a similar – but also distinct 
– manner, the Miami Marlins made the 
historic move to hire the first female 
General Manager in Major League 
Baseball history: Kim Ng. 
 Not for nothing, she will also 
be the first Asian-American GM and 
the first female GM in any of the four 
major North American Sports.
 Ng comes to the gig with 
30 years of high-level experience in 
the league, including the last nine as 
Major League Baseball’s senior vice 
president of baseball operations. 
 Before that, she spent 21 years 
in the front offices of the Chicago 
White Sox, the New York Yankees, 

and the Los Angeles Dodgers, showing 
up to be GM Brian Cashman’s right-
hand woman in New York at the start 
of their World Series three-peat from 
1998-2000. 
 At the time she was the 
youngest assistant GM in the league 
at just 29 years old and only the second 
woman to be hired to that gig.
 In short, she is supremely 
qualified (the kind of qualifications 
that, let’s not kid ourselves, would 
have gotten her hired 10 years ago if 
she’d been a man), and while likely 
not the first woman that’s capable of 
handling the job, Derek Jeter and the 
Marlins have made her the first to rise 
to the top.
 But with all that said, she’s got 
work to do. Ng is inheriting a Marlins 
team that made the postseason for 
just the third time in history on the 
backs of an incredibly young and gifted 
pitching rotation. 
 All eyes will be on her to 
solidify their position as a playoff team 
in a division populated by a Braves 
team that will be expected to repeat, 
Nationals & Phillies teams that will 
one day figure out what to do with 
their talent, and a Mets team with a 
new owner who will want to make a 
splash, and soon.
 In the face of all that, it makes 
sense that Ng might want to make a 
splash of her own.
 Incidentally, the Cleveland 

Indians have made it known that 
All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor 
is on the market. 
 Ng and the Marlins have a 
farm system ready to be utilized, and 
Lindor is just the kind of franchise 
player that Miami has lacked since 
JT Realmuto was shipped off to 
Philadelphia.
 Getting Lindor would be a no-
brainer acquisition for any team. He’s 
been the best shortstop in baseball 
since his rookie season in 2015, even 
with his underproductive (for him) 
2020 campaign.
 The best part is – as Lindor 
is a free agent after 2021 – the 
Indians’ asking price would have to 
be (somewhat) reasonable. 
 Whether or not Ng could 
extend the shortstop is a whole 
different conversation, but the appeal 
of being able to trade for such a 
marquee name for only a handful of 
prospects and only one or two top-tier 
ones would be hard to resist.
 Would Lindor put the 
Marlins over the top in the NL East? 
Absolutely not. 
 They’ve got too many holes 
in their lineup and bullpen for one 
elite player to change the entire future 
of the team, even one that made the 
playoffs last season. 
 But the positive spotlight is 
on the Marlins for once and going 
after Mr. Smile will keep it there.
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  As you know, the coronavirus 
has caused tennis balls to bounce askew 
in 2020.
 Wimbledon, held at the All-
England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, 
is the oldest and most prestigious tennis 
tournament in the world, dating back to 
1877.  
 It was canceled, however, this 
past summer due to COVID concerns, 
marking the only time other than World 
Wars I and II this Grand Slam event 
didn’t take place. 
 The Australian Open was actually 
the only tennis Slam in 2020 not directly 
affected by the coronavirus.  
 Over 800,000 fans poured 
through the turnstiles from January 
20—February 2, just a few weeks after 
the virus escaped from Wuhan, China, 
but before the virus became a pandemic.     
 The French Open, which 
normally starts in late May, was postponed 
until September.
 Only 11,500 fans were allowed in 
Roland Garros each day, and they were 
not permitted to switch back and forth 
between courts.  
 The U.S. Open was held as 
scheduled in New York, but absolutely 

zero fans were allowed to watch in person.  
 All players were restricted to 
a ‘bubble’ and had to undergo testing 
because of COVID concerns, prompting 
some of them to opt out. 
 Serbia’s Novak Djokovic will end 
2020 as the #1 men’s player, with Spaniard 
Rafael Nadal second and Switzerland’s 
Roger Federer third.  
 These three continue to dominate 
the men’s circuit as they battle to be 
the Greatest of All Time. Federer and 
Nadal have each won twenty Gland Slam 
championships with Djokovic not far 
behind with seventeen.
 Federer missed most of 2020 with 
an injury, and at age 39, may be running 
out of time to win additional Grand Slam 
titles.  
 His best bet for another Slam title 
appears to be Wimbledon, where he has 
won eight of his 20 Slam championships.  
 Nadal matched Federer’s career 
total of 20 Slam championships by 
winning the 2020 French Open, Nadal’s 
13th title at Roland Garros.  
 Nadal has been so dominant in 
Paris, that even at age 34, still appears to 
have a few more spaces in his basement 
for French Open trophies.  
 Barring health issues, Djokovic 
may ultimately be considered the GOAT, 
but at age 33, health issues start becoming 
a concern.
 There are also some younger 
players who could affect how many 
more tournaments Federer, Nadal, and 
Djokovic win, notably Stefanos Tsitsipas, 
Alexander Zverev, and Dominic Thiem, 

who won the 2020 U.S. Open.
 The top four ranked women 
for 2020 are Australian Ashley Barty, 
Romanian Simona Halep, Japan’s Naomi 
Osaka, and American Sofia Kenin. 
 Serena Williams, with 23 Grand 
Slam singles titles, finishes 2020 at #11.  
 Williams needs one more Slam 
championship to catch record holder 
Margaret Court, but at age 39, time be 
may knocking on Serena’s door.  
 She has reached four Slam finals 
since becoming a mom in 2017, but has 
not been able to capture that elusive 24th 
title.  
 Going forward into 2021, the 
Australian Open is still scheduled to start 
January 18 in Melbourne.  
 Tennis Austral ia has also 
announced that the tournaments 
preceding the Australian Open have been 
moved to Melbourne, and all players will 
be placed in that ‘bubble’ for two weeks 
prior.  
 Fan capacity will be limited to 
25%. Djokovic and Kenin won the men’s 
and women’s titles, respectively, in 2020, 
and are expected to defend their titles. 
 Plans have not been finalized 
for the French Open, Wimbledon, or the 
U.S. Open, but appear to be on track as 
of now.  
 Nadal and Poland’s Iga Swiatek 
are the defending champions at the 
French; Thiem and Osaka at the U.S.
 Let’s raise a racquet and hope 
that tennis balls bounce normally in 2021.
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  I’m a sucker for puns. Good 
puns, bad puns (there are none), doesn’t 
matter. I love puns.
 So, the endless possibilities that 
sprung to mind when the news broke 
on Monday that the Atlanta Braves had 
signed Drew Smyly made me, uh…grin.
 In any case, Atlanta signed the 
left-handed hurler to a one-year, $11 
million contract.
 Alex Anthopoulos’ second 

signing of the offseason after bringing 
back righty Josh Tomlin on a one-year, 
$1 million deal (to hopefully pitch out of 
the bullpen, where he’s been very good, 
only).
 It isn’t a massive splash, of 
course that’s never been Atlanta’s style, 
regardless of who the general manager 
is. However, it’s a solid move to begin 
the process of going after a 4th straight 
NL East division championship (all due 
respect to Tomlin).
 While eight figures seems like 
it might be a lot for a guy who certainly 
didn’t top the list of free agent pitchers 
(Trevor Bauer is about to make bank, 

though), Smyly is coming off of what 
was (or was almost going to be, had he 
not missed some time to injury) the best 
season of his career, pitching for the San 
Francisco Giants.
 For a 31-year-old pitcher, that’s a 
pretty impressive feat and it’s likely owing 
to the fact that his velocity has somehow 
actually increased as he’s entered his 30s.
 Granted, the 2020 season was 
an anomaly and Smyly probably had 
more gas in the tank on the whole (his 
longest outing was just 5 1/3), but the 
fact that 2019 was a good run for him 
and he took further steps the next season 
speaks to his improvement. It’s likely the 
combo of the two seasons that put him 
on Anthopoulos’ radar.
 Now, you’re probably thinking 

that only one start into the 6th inning 
coupled with a good-but-not-jaw-dropping 
3.42 ERA isn’t anything to get excited 
about, and to be fair, you’re absolutely 
correct. But this signing isn’t the kind 
of signing that’s supposed to get you all 
riled up.
 Smyly is essentially going to be 
expected to play the role of the capable 
veteran in the rotation, a role that was 
desperately unfilled in 2020, much in part 
to Cole Hamels’ inability to get healthy 
enough to earn that $18 million that 
Atlanta had to pay him for three innings 
this year.
 In short, this was a move to 

acquire more depth, and it comes at a 
position that was horrifically devoid of 
that, particularly as the year went by.
 And to that end, Smyly is a 
low(ish)-risk, high(ish)-reward signing: 
the deal is for a single season (which 
the higher-tier pitchers won’t be looking 
at this early in the offseason), not 
for no money but cheaper than the 
aforementioned Hamels was or plenty 
of other pitchers will be.
 While Smyly is unlikely to be 
in the Cy Young conversation for next 
season and there is a history of injury, 
he’s capable of being a solid hand who 
can rack up 10+ wins with a sub-4.00 
ERA.
 Every playoff-hopeful team needs 
one or two and the Braves had none last 

year. This is just the kind of piece that 
could potentially make a difference, 
especially if the 2021 season goes ahead 
as planned and they get a full 162-game 
schedule in (can you imagine if Atlanta 
had had to play a full complement of 
games with the rotation they had for 
most of last year?).
 This signing allows Atlanta to 
devote more resources to either resigning 
or replacing Marcel Ozuna this offseason 
and hoping that the big splash in the 
pitching rotation comes when Mike 
Soroka fully recovers from his injury 
towards the beginning of next season.
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   With the exception of a few 
years in the mid to late 2000’s where I 
was a casual watcher, I’ve never really 
been a fan of NASCAR. 
 It’s not that I had anything 
against it, watching racing just wasn’t 
my thing. 
 However, as Jimmie Johnson’s 
full-time career comes to an end- and 
I say full time because race car drivers 
are like WWE wrestlers, they never 
seem to completely retire- I can’t 
help but think back on how he was 
perceived during that time. 
 Now, just to be clear, I’m not 
talking about his legacy- I’m not nearly 
knowledgeable enough to make those 
kinds of assessments. I’m referring 
to how he was viewed among most 
NASCAR fans, and why.
 Johnson entered NASCAR 
as Jeff Gordon 2.0. He was a good 
looking, well dressed, articulate 
speaking (no accent) individual, which 
meant the ladies loved him and the 
men, not so much. 
 The fact he drove for the same 

owner as Gordon, Richard Hendrick, 
led to me hearing them referred to as 
the “Backstreet Boys of racing” on 
more than one occasion. 
 It would be easy to put the 
lion's share of Johnson’s struggle to 
win over the diehard fan on him being 
an outsider, but it goes a little deeper 
than that.
 NASCAR is a tight knit 
community where names like Petty, 
Wallace, and Allison mean something; 
and no name carries more weight in 
that sport than Earnhardt. 
 I honestly think had Earnhardt 
been around the Hatfield and McCoy’s 
feud would’ve ended with “...and they 
all gathered around the table in their 
Earnhardt shirts, thanking the good 
lord for placing the Intimidator on 
this earth.”
 Fan loyalty runs deeper in 
NASCAR than any other sport, so 
to have a racer like Jimmie Johnson 
winning five straight Cup Series 
Championships over Dale Earnhardt 
Jr. was blasphemy at its highest level. 
 It would’ve been bad enough 
to have a racer like Tony Stewart or 
Kevin Harvick defeating Earnhardt Jr. 
when it was supposed to be his time, 
but for those defeats to come at the 
hands of a pretty boy from California 
was unacceptable. 
 If Johnson was your average 
racer, winning a race or two here 

and there, I still think fans would’ve 
had the same opinion of him, it just 
wouldn’t have been nearly as deep 
seeded. 
 (I feel like I need to mention 
I don’t ever remember Earnhardt Jr. 
and Johnson having any issues with 
each other, outside of the normal 
confrontations all drivers seem to 
have with each other some point. 
Like most things related to sports, 
it had nothing to with the drivers 
themselves, but rather the fans.)
 I also believe Johnson’s 
popularity with the casual NASCAR 
fan outside of the south was a major 
reason the sport reached its peak 
around that time- something I think 
the diehard fan had difficulty coming 
to grips with.
 If I had to guess it’s been 
ten years since I, not only watched a 
NASCAR race, but actually followed 
what was taking place. I have no idea if 
Johnson's popularity within the sport 
has increased over that time or if it’s 
stayed the same; I imagine it’s gotten 
better, but probably not by much. 
 I have no idea where Johnson 
ranks among the pantheon of great 
race car drivers, but for a few years 
he was one of the more polarizing 
drivers in the sport, and NASCAR 
was all the better for it. 
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{ We can give you new ones. }
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