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Hello Church Family, 

 

I am happy to announce, as you may have heard by now, the Session has voted to begin in-

person worship again on October 4th for a one-month trial period.  We have all waited and 

longed for this moment since this time of pandemic has begun, and personally I am thrilled that it 

is here. 

 

This decision is still one that is being taken with a great deal of caution and requires all of us to 

do our due diligence.  Unfortunately, because of how this virus spreads, the way we are resuming 

in-person worship will be with several mandatory precautions put into place.  I think we all 

dreamed of being able to come back to church and resume worship as it always was, but until 

this time of pandemic is over, that is simply not something that we can do without being 

negligent to our responsibility to provide both safe and soul-enriching worship.   

 

The guidelines set into place, in order to be able to meet and meet safely, are as follows: 

 

1. Face coverings are required at all times.  If you feel you have a medical condition that 

prohibits your being able to wear a mask, then such a condition should also prevent one 

from attending church.  In short, no exceptions to this rule, regardless of physical space. 

 

2. Reservations for Worship:  We ask that you call the church office or e-mail the secretary 

at secretary@secondstaunton.com, by Wednesday of the week to indicate your desire to 

come and with whom you will be sitting as a family unit.  This is necessary because we 

will then use this list to create appropriate safe and socially distanced seating for all. 

 

3. Temperature Checks:  In order to care for everyone, individuals will be screened for 

temperature at the door.  Anyone with a temperature higher than 99.3 will not be 

admitted.  If you have any symptoms of illness, we ask that you not attend worship on 

this day. 

 

4. Hand sanitizing stations will be at various points in the church.  Please sanitize your 

hands as you enter the church, as well as after any point of potentially infectious contact, 

such as a handshake, touching common items, or visiting the restroom. 
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5. Ushers will escort people to their pew prior to worship and help with the orderly 

dismissal at the conclusion of worship.  You will likely not be able to sit in the space 

you’ve been accustomed to in the past.  

 

6. Socialize outside of worship.  While people will naturally want to socialize, for the health 

of everyone, this should take place after worship, outside, at an appropriate social 

distance of 6 feet or more. 

 

7. To minimize the spread of aerosols, we will not sing hymns, though hymns will be 

played on either the organ or the piano. 

 

8. Distancing of at least 6 feet by all non-related groups will be expected at all times. 

 

9. We ask that bathroom use be restricted to emergency use only, as it is not possible to 

provide adequate social distance in our hallways and in the bathrooms.  There should also 

be only one person in a bathroom at a time. 

 

10. We will strive to have a few spots reserved for potential walk-ins or for those who forget 

to reserve a spot by Wednesday, as we always seek to be a welcoming and inclusive 

body. Nevertheless, we ardently ask that reservations be made by Wednesday of the 

week. 

 

As I mentioned, this type of in-person service may not feel like the respite that your soul has 

been desiring.  By and large, the session feels we must have these guidelines in place in order to 

care for everyone in our congregation, particularly as we are entering a period in which infection 

rates are supposed to rise steeply.  Even if you would feel comfortable with less precautions in 

place, we ask that you honor these in order to love your neighbor, as so much of the spread of 

Covid-19 occurs while someone is asymptomatic and unaware that they are infected.  These 

things are an inconvenience, sure, but they should not be an obstacle that is greater than our love 

for our neighbor. 

 

For those who have enjoyed our online worship experience and want to continue that, I want you 

to know that this will still be available to you, exactly as it has been.  That pre-recorded service 

will continue to go live at 10:30 a.m. with all the parts you have come to know and love.   

 

Lastly, if you have any doubts or concerns about coming to worship in-person, then I want to 

strongly encourage you to remain at home and continue to worship online with us.  Even with all 

of these precautions put in place, meeting in this way is still a risk.  This is why I want to make 

certain that none of you feels compelled or coerced to attend, and I do not want you to harbor 

any guilt for missing these in-person services.  Please listen to that little voice inside you and 

follow its guidance, as often that voice may be the voice the Spirit leading us in right paths. 

 

Thank you so much for reading this and for being a part of our church family.  I am excited 

about this baby step towards the new normal in the life of Second Church. 

 

Pastor Evan 


