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Come to conference to 
maximize your membership

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Outdoor Writers  
Association of America

OUR ANNUAL CONFER-
ENCE IS only a few weeks 
away as I write this. Con-

ference will be over by the time this 
magazine arrives on your doorstep, and 
our planner, Jessica Seitz, will already 
be thinking about, and working on, our 
2019 event in Little Rock, Arkansas.  

We often tout the benefits of an 
OWAA membership in these pages. We 
can rattle off, depending on your area 
of outdoor communication, a list of 
reasons to join. But the biggest benefit, 
the annual conference, is sometimes 
harder to sell. 

Jessica works diligently throughout 
the year to create a program that is rel-
evant, so that working storytellers can 
walk away with partially reported pieces 
and an arsenal of ideas and contacts. 

It’s easy to tell someone to come to 
conference for the panel on chron-
ic wasting disease, or the session on 

financial planning for freelancers, but 
the best and most important part of 
conference doesn’t even happen during 
the sessions. 

It’s hard to explain the value of meet-
ing people in your field from around 
the country. There are the obvious 
benefits to networking; you might get 
to chat up an editor you’ve wanted to 
work with over a beer or a casual talk 
with an expert on a subject you cover 
could lead you to a valuable new source. 

But then there are these intangible 
things that are hard to measure. We of-
ten hear people leave conference rejuve-
nated and inspired, and not necessarily 
because of the program or the speakers. 
It’s talking with fellow outdoor writers, 
photographers, broadcasters and people 
in media relations that reignites the 
excitement for the field. 

Burnout is common in any  

The following statement is from OWAA Executive Director Brandon Shuler and the 
OWAA board’s executive committee in response to a May 9 op-ed letter in the Huffing-
ton Post.

The Huffington Post recently published a letter advocating “simple, responsible 
reforms” in firearms policy that was authored by Dan Ashe and signed by 11 others.

Ten of the signatories are distinguished members of the Outdoor Writers Associ-
ation of America and identify themselves in the letter as members of the Circle of 
Chiefs. The Circle of Chiefs is designated as OWAA’s conservation council.

To be clear, the Circle of Chiefs does not set policy for OWAA. That authority 
lies solely with OWAA’s board of directors, who are elected by the full OWAA 
membership. On this matter, the author and the signatories are speaking for them-
selves, and not for OWAA.

“The signatories of the Huffington Post op-ed stand by our opinions as stated in 
the text,” said Ted Williams, signatory of the letter. “These opinions should not be 
construed as reflecting in any way official positions of the OWAA or the Circle of 
Chiefs.”

OWAA respects the rights of all individuals to express their opinions, but as 
an organization of professional communicators, we avoid advocacy on issues not 
related to journalism.

Some OWAA members may agree with the points made in the letter. Some may 
not. But the letter’s content does not represent OWAA policy. •

OWAA response to  
Huffington Post letter

Continued on next page
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AS I WROTE THIS IN APRIL, 
The Denver Post had just pub-
lished an editorial taking its hedge 

fund owner, Alden Global Capital, to task 
for attempting to squeeze every dime from 
the publication. 

I grew up reading that newspaper. It 
provided me a wide lens into the world 
beyond my childhood home at the foot of 
Colorado’s Front Range. Charlie Meyers, 
the Post’s legendary outdoor columnist, was 
a master storyteller who captured the magic 
of getting outside while also holding policy 
makers accountable for decisions that might 
negatively impact it or the public’s ability to 
enjoy it. After his death in 2010, Colorado 
named a state wildlife area in his honor, but 
five years later, the Post’s outdoor section 
largely died too, amid staffing cuts.

This April’s courageous editorial came 
in response to the layoff of yet another 30 
employees — a third of the Post’s remaining 
staff, which has fallen from 250 to fewer 
than 100 in just a few years’ time. 

“Denver deserves a newspaper owner who 
supports its newsroom,” the editorial board 
wrote. “If Alden isn’t willing to do good 
journalism here, it should sell The Post to 
owners who will.”

Standing up for the role of journalists 
in our society is something I hope grows 
epidemic. It strikes at the heart of OWAA’s 
creed that we believe in outdoor reporting 
as a public trust; that accuracy, fairness and 

clarity are fundamental to our profession; 
and that the true test of our work is the 
measure of its public service. 

By telling the truth and celebrating all 
that is at stake, outdoor writers, photogra-
phers and artists motivated this nation to 
protect places like Yellowstone and Yosemi-
te, to pass the Wilderness Act, to create the 
U.S. Forest Service and the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Federal Duck Stamp 
program and countless other landmarks that 
now define the outdoors and our ability to 
find adventure there

For more than 90 years, this organization 
has sought to unite the most influential 
voices for America’s outdoors as a force for 
good, provided a forum to sharpen our 
professional skills and to open new doors in 
the face of monumental challenges. 

That’s more important than ever today. 
Some of the pillars of America’s out-
door heritage are now being chiseled and 
discredited as never before. It’s up to us to 
communicate what we stand to lose in these 
exchanges while also seeking ways to refine 
our professional media platforms instead of 
selling them for scrap. 

As OWAA president I want to see us 
stand together as an organization to address 
what’s at stake in these challenging times, 
and to be an incubator for innovative ideas 
and platforms that allow us to make a living 
doing the essential work we do. I hope you’ll 
join me in that effort. •

Standing tall for storytellers
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

OWAA president Paul Queneau is con-
servation editor of Bugle magazine at 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.

Paul Queneau
OWAA president
pqueneau@RMEF.ORG

profession, but those who work remotely 
or freelance are more susceptible to it. I 
worked in a newsroom for almost a decade 
and remember feeding off the excitement 
a colleague had for a story, or turning to a 
co-worker to brainstorm ideas. The people 
you meet through OWAA can become your 
virtual newsroom. But first you have to 
meet them.

I get that money and time are tight. But if 
you haven’t been to a conference, I challenge 
you to attend at least one and see for your-
self what you can get out of it. 

Start crunching numbers now. What 
would make it worth it — a couple of sto-
ries directly from panels? A complimentary 
pre- or post-conference trip to go mountain 
biking, fishing or wildlife viewing, that you 
can use for story material? A chance to pitch 
your book to a publisher face to face? 

Then mark your calendar. We’re headed 
to Little Rock, Arkansas, June 22-24, 2019 
and Jay Peak, Vermont June 27-29, 2020. •

— Kelsey Dayton is the 
editor of Outdoors Unlimited. 
Reach her at editor@owaa.org. 

Continued from previous page
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NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS

Three new board members elected
MEMBERS OF THE 

Outdoor Writers 
Association of 

America elected Ruth Hoyt, 
Shawn Perich and Ken Keffer 
to serve on the organization’s 
board of directors. They will 
start their three-year terms 
June 3 at the board meeting held in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. The new board mem-
bers replace Becky Jones Mahlum, Vicki 
Mountz and Paul Vang, whose terms 
expire this year. 

Hoyt is a Texas-based photographer 
known for her bird photography and 
professional guiding services on private 
Texas ranches. She has also taught pho-
tography courses for almost 30 years. She 

also writes, coaches contest 
photographers and consults with farm 
and ranch owners. 

She joined OWAA four years ago. 
Keffer, who lives in Iowa, is a naturalist 

and award-winning environmental edu-
cator and author. He has written seven 
books connecting kids to the outdoors, 
plus a hiking guidebook. He’s also a 
noted freelance writer. 

He joined OWAA four years ago and 

has served on the education and mar-
keting committees. 

Minnesota-based Perich is the pub-
lisher of Northern Wilds magazine, 
which he co-founded in 2004. He 

worked as a full-time freelance writer 
for nearly 15 years and authored eight 
books and many magazine articles. 
He has been an OWAA member for 33 

years and served on the diversity commit-
tee and as an Excellence in Craft contest 
judge.

OWAA’s membership also a approved 
a change to the organization’s bylaws that 
will make the first vice president chair of 
the conference program committee and 
assigns the second vice president to assist 
him or her with conference planning.  •

Ruth Hoyt Shawn PerichKen Keffer
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NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS

Fellowships fund continuing education
KELSEY ROSETH 

AND Calvin Vick 
received this year’s 

Madson Fellowships. The 
fellowship is an annual grant 
program through OWAA that 
funds continuing education for 
outdoor communicators, both 
members and nonmembers.

Roseth received $1,785 
to attend OWAA’s annual 
conference this summer in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. Vick will 
use the $1,083 he received to 
attend the International Herpe-
tological Symposium. 

Roseth is an OWAA member and 
freelance multimedia journalist based 
in Duluth, Minnesota. Her bylines 
include Birds & Blooms, Culture Trip, 

Outdoor News, Northern Wilds, 
Make it Minnesota, and Duluth/
Superior Living, among others. 
She attended her first OWAA 
conference last year and said the 

connections she made helped her 
quit her job to pursue freelancing 

full time. She found the conference 
so valuable she wanted to attend 

again and the fellowship made it 
financially feasible. 

Vick, originally from Min-
nesota, is planning to study 

outdoor communication at the 
University of Arkansas this fall. At 
the International Herpetological 

Symposium in Costa Rica he’ll hear from 
speakers from around the world, includ-
ing those who share the field through 
their writing and on television. Vick 

hopes to one day become a herpetologist 
who not only studies reptiles and am-
phibians, but promotes their conservation 
via the media.

OWAA’s Madson Fellowship is funded 
through the John Madson Fellowship 
Fund, an endowment that thrives pri-
marily through OWAA member contri-
butions and fundraising efforts. Its goal is 
to enhance professional communication 
skills for outdoor communicators. 

The fellowship program is meant to 
honor the legacy of John Madson, one 
of OWAA’s most talented, respected 
and honored legends. Applications are 
evaluated by a committee of  OWAA Jade 
of Chiefs award winners. More infor-
mation can be found at www.owaa.org /
programs/scholarships-fellowships/ 
madson-fellowship/. •

Kelsey Roseth

Calvin Vick

OWAA welcomes 
summer intern

JAZZLYN “JAZZIE” JOHNSON 
will join the OWAA team this 
summer as an editorial intern. 

Johnson is a junior journalism major 
and environmental studies minor at the 
University of Montana in Missoula. 

Originally from Ohio, Johnson has free-
lanced for a local newspaper near Toledo. 

She hopes to one day become an investigative reporter and 
cover racial inequality, environmental injustices and the rela-
tionships of people of color to the outdoors and environment. 
She aspires to increase inclusivity for people of color in outdoor 
publications. 

When not studying or writing, Johnson enjoys hiking and 
exploring Missoula, especially in the fall when the tamaracks 
and other trees change colors. 

Johnson’s internship will primarily focus on writing stories 
for Outdoors Unlimited. She also assisted staff at the annual 
conference in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and will help with other 
duties such as posting news from supporters and job opportuni-
ties on OWAA’s website. •

Jazzlyn Johnson
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CRAFT IMPROVEMENT

JOHN GIERACH IS LIKELY the only person who can 
send just about anything in and have it published. I’m 
fairly certain he could scribble “Fish on!” on a cocktail 

napkin and it would receive top billing in whatever publication 
he sent it to. And why not? The man could make the phone 
book interesting — and people know it. But his byline likely 
didn’t carry the same weight until he was established. That 
means even he had to pitch at some point.

Pitching to editors is many writers’ least favorite part of free-
lancing, but it’s a necessary part of the job. 

Editors want to hear from you. They need quality content. 
But theirs is a busy job with a variety of duties and an often 
overflowing inbox. If you give them enough information to 
make a decision quickly you will receive more positive responses.

The quality of the content you present is one of the most 
important parts of the puzzle, but it is not the only one. There’s 
a long list of what can make a pitch more attractive to editors, 
from when it’s received to how it’s crafted. But good pitching 
starts long before you hit send, or even draft your proposal. 

In this issue of OU I’ll offer some insights into preparing to 
pitch. In the August/September issue I’ll tackle drafting and 
sending the query. 

While not a comprehensive guide, these are insights I’ve 
gained after making a lot of mistakes and could help you avoid 
similar blunders, and sell more stories in the process. 

KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE
If I learned anything from my limited time in retail sales, it’s 

that you need to be less concerned with what you find appealing 
and more with the interests of your customers. If you’re a free-
lancer, your customer is not just the editor, but the publication’s 
audience. The two likely have similar tastes, but in the end, 
the editor is looking for material the publication’s established 
readership will find interesting. If you are a long-time reader 
of the magazine you are likely the target demographic, or you 
understand who is. Otherwise, sit down with back issues of the 
publication and thoroughly read them, noting tone, style and 
topics.

CHECK THE CALENDAR
Many of the larger publications have a media kit hidden 

somewhere in the recesses of their website. This is usually de-
signed to attract advertisers, but oftentimes the editorial layout 
for the following year is included. This is your Rosetta Stone. 
Knowing that October is elk month, you can send in all those 
rigging tips you have learned over the decades loading pack 
mules. May is the top water bonanza? Turn in your favorite 
popper tying instructions.

 

READ THE DIRECTIONS
Sometimes you will be fortunate enough to find a set of 

instructions for submissions on the publication’s website. Follow 
them. This is the roadmap to getting published in that maga-
zine. This will tell you if the editor would rather have a com-
pleted piece or just a query. If there’s a style guide, study it. The 
easier you make the editor’s job, the more likely they are to hire 
you. Pay close attention to the requirements for each section of 
the publication; unless you are Gierach they will be unlikely to 
deviate from that formula.

RESEARCH
You won’t need to fully report the piece, but you do need 

enough research to show an editor why it’s newsy and why their 
readers will be interested. A simple social media search can pro-
vide data to indicate the popularity of the subject you can cite as 
“a recent Facebook search showed that hunters in the Midwest 
were actively discussing the rut at this time last year.” Statistics 
and facts also help. “The summer was the hottest on record, 
with surveys by the Bureau of Land Management indicating less 
standing water in the arid Southwest than any other time in the 
last 15 years. This fall, if you find water you’ll find the prong-
horn.”

NETWORKING
Social networks can be powerful tools to help market your 

work and find more. Carefully timed posts can draw attention to 
your recent stories, build interest around your body of work and 
increase your credibility. Building a network of publishers and 
editors allows you to share your articles and lets people review 
them at their leisure. This will highlight your areas of expertise.

In addition to helping promote your work, you can often find 
and reach out to the decision makers at a publication directly. 
LinkedIn is tailor-made for this approach, creating a who’s who 
right at your fingertips, often with email addresses.

Facebook can also be a good way to score some work. Trophy 
photos that are not appropriate for a professional networking 
site may pique an editor’s interest into your secrets for pulling 
greenheads when no one else can seem to buy a duck. And that 
outsized brown may just make an ideal cover for the “All About 
Trout” edition coming out next spring.

It’s also a great way to find publications that might be perfect 
for your pitch, which I’ll talk about drafting in the next issue. •

— Joseph Albanese’s tenure in natural resources has taken him 
from the shadow of the Empire State Building to 
the Alaskan bush, with experiences as varied as the 
terrain. He now works as an outdoor communicator, 
creating text and video for publications including 
Field & Stream, Outdoor Life and The FlyFish 
Journal. 

BY JOSEPH ALBANESE  | VALLEY STREAM, NEW YORK

Pitch perfect: how to sell more stories
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CHARACTER SKETCH

MATT MILLER HAS THIS MEMORY: he’s sitting 
on the floor of his grandfather’s home, waiting. And 
waiting. And waiting. Finally, his grandfather opens 

the door, content after a full day hunting squirrels, and sits his 
grandchild down. He starts crafting this incredible tale, as only 
gifted storytellers can, about his magical adventure in woods. 

And it sparked something in Miller. 
Miller was 10 years old when he decided he would one day 

become an outdoor writer. He devoured outdoor-oriented mag-
azines, and books of all kinds. He loved spending his time in the 
wooded outskirts of his small town in Pennsylvania, and had a 
deep appreciation of the scientific process. 

All these years later, Miller, who joined OWAA in 2002, has 
created a career of what his grandfather did as a pastime: telling 
stories about the outdoors.

There are a handful of rules, so to speak, that helped Miller 
achieve his lifelong dream. 

No. 1: He couldn’t let go of his goals.
No. 2: He needed to do whatever it took to get there.
No. 3: He needed to get his priorities straight. 
 “Certain things have never really been important to me,” 

Miller said. “Like being known as a great literary figure, or pub-
lishing a great novel, or being famous. All these things that can 
be a siren call to writers.” 

Miller wanted to make a difference in the world, enjoy what 
he wrote about and cultivate a lifestyle that allowed him 
time with his family and outdoors and opportunities 
to travel. 

As a science writer and editor of The Nature Con-
servancy’s Cool Green Science blog, Miller has found 
success. 

Miller graduated Penn State University with a degree 
in English and secured a job in communications for 
the university’s performing arts center. It wasn’t writing 
about the outdoors, but it gave him deadline writing experience.

When he got all he could out of the gig, he quit and started 
freelancing. His wife was still in graduate school, studying plant 
biology. They weren’t starving, but money was far from secure. 
But Miller was able to tell the stories he’d been dreaming of 
telling since childhood. 

He never wrote so much as he did during that time, he said. 
And the couple traveled the world together. They saw rhinos 
in India, Great White Sharks in the cape of Africa, lions in the 
Serengeti and birds in the Galapagos Islands. 

Three years into freelancing, Miller took a job at The Na-
ture Conservancy. While originally in communications, Miller 
sought out every opportunity he could within the organization, 
applied for fellowships, volunteered for additional work and 
even assisted on conservation projects to took him to places such 
as Colombia and Micronesia. 

“When there were opportunities to write more creative pieces, 
I took them, even if I didn’t have the time,” he said. 

He started the organization’s Cool Green Science blog 

five years ago. Others in the organization were skeptical. His 
colleagues said there wasn’t an audience for real online science 
writing in a world of cute cat videos and celebrity gossip. 

The Nature Conservancy said if the blog attracted 10,000 
views per month after one year, Miller could keep pursuing it. 
The blog now brings in 150,000 readers a month and it hasn’t 
plateaued yet. 

“It has given me the freedom to cover things that I really love 
to write about like freshwater fish and how that relates to fish-
ing, and wildlife natural history, and the intersection of outdoor 

sport and science,” Miller said. 
He’s tracked timber rattlesnakes with researchers 
in New England who collared the snakes to better 
understand how they interact with the landscape. 
He’s written about pupfish, a freshwater fish that can 
survive in Death Valley National Park. 

 “I find life so fascinating because wildlife finds a 
way to survive, whatever the conditions, if we just give 

them a little bit of a chance,” Miller said. 
But Cool Green Science isn’t only about the extremes. 

They have a series on backyard birds and critters. He’s even writ-
ten about some of the excursions he and his wife Jennifer take 
with their young son Derek in their now home state of Idaho. 

Miller, who is currently working on a book on freshwater fish 
and fishing, to be published by Lyons Press in 2019, couldn’t 
imagine life any other way. 

Miller quoted the outdoor poet Sydney Lea, who described 
himself as “a man in the woods with his head full of books, and 
a man in books with his head full of the woods.”

“I think,” Miller said, “that sums up me as well.” • 

 — Former OWAA intern Taylor Wyllie recently 
graduated from the University of Montana with 
degrees in journalism and environmental studies. 
She’s been published on Montana Public Radio and 
Montana PBS and in the Missoulian. She’s currently 
focused on creative writing and can be found writing her beast of a 
science fiction novel at all hours of the day.  

Matt Miller, science storyteller
BY TAYLOR WYLLIE  | SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN

Matt Miller

Matt Miller takes pictures of electrofishing shad on Florida’s Apalachicola 
River for a story on dams and migratory fish restoration in 2012. Photo: 
Courtesy Matt Miller
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A TELEVISION COMMER-
CIAL in frequent rotation these 
days shows masked robbers 

smashing into a bank lobby. As pan-
ic-stricken customers fall to the floor, the 
bank’s uniformed security man watches 
with an air of blithe insouciance. “Do 
something!” implores a customer. But 
the man with the badge calmly explains, 
“Oh, I’m not a security ‘guard.’ I’m a 
security monitor. I only notify people if 
there’s a robbery…There’s a robbery.” 

The point of the ad (for identity theft 
protection) is that just knowing you 
have a problem isn’t enough. You need 
someone to do something about the 
problem. The commercial’s dark humor 
has little appeal to hunters like me, who 
have watched the slow-motion disaster 
of chronic wasting disease spread across 
North America. I get a sinking feeling 
with every report of the always-fatal deer 
disease turning up in a new county, state, 
region or country. And the worst part 
is that agencies charged with guarding 
wildlife resources talk mostly about moni-
toring the spread of the disease.

I don’t mean to imply that wildlife 
agencies are doing nothing. Action 
requires knowledge and, for much of the 
disease’s 50-year history, too little was 
known about its nature to enable effective 
action. As they have learned more, state 
wildlife agencies have improved strate-
gies for slowing the disease’s spread. Yet 
even containment, let alone eradication, 
remain out of reach.

Monitoring remains a critical element 
of chronic wasting disease management. 
Surveillance monitoring through random 
testing of hunter- and road-killed deer 
allows agencies to detect outbreaks in new 
areas. After that, more intensive, target-
ed testing endemic areas helps agencies 
define the geographic extent of outbreaks 
and track the percentage of deer that are 
infected. With this information, they can 
implement measures to reduce the risk of 
spreading chronic wasting disease. Such 

measures include bans on feeding deer, 
restricting transportation of live deer 
or deer carcasses and changes in hunt-
ing regulations aimed at reducing deer 
population density and thereby reducing 
opportunities for disease transmission.

Reducing deer numbers in targeted 
areas isn’t always popular, but when 
agencies have taken the time to inform 
hunters and other interest groups about 
the dangers of the disease, such measures 
have enjoyed strong public support. A 
much greater challenge is overcoming 
resistance from vested interests and 
politicians.

Claims by the captive-deer/elk industry 
that wild deer are infecting their facil-
ities are ridiculous. Diseased wild deer 
didn’t wander from Colorado to southern 
Wisconsin, the first eastern state to face 
a large-scale chronic wasting disease out-
break. The disease arrived in Wisconsin 
on wheels. 

Furthermore, the standard scenario 
of finding the disease in captive deer 
and subsequently detecting increasing 
prevalence among adjacent free-ranging 
deer undermines the theory of multiple 
wild origins. 

Even leaving these facts aside, there is 
no denying two things. 

One: holding deer in unnaturally high 
concentrations inside high-fence facilities 
is made to order for rapid transmission of 
disease. 

Two: shipping deer between facilities, 
across state and international boundaries, 
is the only reasonable way to account for 
outbreaks separated by hundreds or thou-
sands of miles, not to mention oceans.

Nearly 20 years ago, when Wisconsin’s 
chronic wasting disease outbreak was still 
confined to a small area, state officials 
were concerned that it could spread to 
new areas through the importation of elk 
from contaminated game farms in Colo-
rado, South Dakota and Montana. 

“We know that three captive elk from 
infected Colorado farms came to Wiscon-
sin,” said Kerry Beheler, wildlife health 
specialist for the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources in 2001. “That is 
why we annually test hunter-killed deer 
from areas surrounding those Wisconsin 

farms.”
Asked why Wisconsin still allowed 

game farms to import contaminated 
elk and deer into the state, knowing the 
danger of the disease spreading to the 
wild herd, Beheler replied, “We allow it 
because there is no law against it.” 

At the time, the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture regulated game farm 
deer and elk importation. Department 
officials offered the same rationale for 
continuing to allow a practice that clearly 
endangered Wisconsin’s captive and 
free-ranging deer herds.

In December 2015, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation tried to 
implement moderate, commonsense reg-
ulations to address the threat of spreading 
chronic wasting disease by transship-
ment of deer and elk. The captive-cervid 
industry filed suit, and within months a 
sympathetic judge enjoined the depart-
ment from enforcing its regulations, 
effectively putting the agency out of the 
business of regulating captive cervids. The 
agency is currently waiting for the Mis-
souri Supreme Court to decide whether 
it has authority to protect the state’s wild 
deer resource, which pumps $1 billion a 
year into the state’s economy, dwarfing 
the economic impact of the state’s canned 
hunting industry.

Thanks to “we don’t care” attitudes in 
many state agencies, and to legal maneu-
vers in others, chronic wasting disease 
has spread to 24 states and threatens to 
destroy a sport hunting tradition as old as 
our nation. But that isn’t the worst of it. 

The ethically indefensible practice of 
shooting big game inside high fences 
also strikes at the very foundation of a 
conservation movement that has been 
envied and emulated worldwide. The 
North American Model of Conservation 
is based on the principle that the nation’s 
wildlife resources belong to all of us, 
collectively. Individuals may own lands 
and waters, but not the fish and wildlife 
in and on them. Those are held in trust 
by our governments and managed for the 
public good.

The notion that owners of pay-to-shoot 
operations should be able to privatize 

It’s time to take action against CWD
AND JIM LOW  
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI

CIRCLE OF CHIEFS

Continued on page 31

BY GEORGE HARRISON
HUBERTUS, WISCONSIN
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Our six-pack group started at Lago di 
Braies in the Italian Sud Tirol (southern 
Tirol region), the northernmost point of 
Fanes-Senes-Braies Natural Park. Lago 
di Braies is a popular tourist site with an 
interesting history. Hotel Pragser Wildsee, 
an architectural landmark built in 1899, 
hosted Grand Duke Franz Ferdinand and 
his family a few years prior to his assas-
sination in Sarajevo, instigating World 
War I. In April 1945, at the end of World 
War II, the hotel welcomed 139 political 
prisoners from Dachau concentration 
camp after they were liberated from the 
German army near there. 

After viewing the small chapel next to 
the hotel and snapping a few photos, we 
shouldered our packs and headed south 
around the lake and into the mountains.  
Originally called Monti Pallidi (Pale 
Mounts), the Dolomites were renamed in 
1788 to honor French geologist Deodat 
de Dolomieu, who described the moun-

tains’ primary component as calcium 
magnesium carbonate. We were wowed 
by the massifs, rock cliffs, pinnacles, 
parallelepipeds and 3,000-meter peaks as 
we hiked through the Pragser, Tofana and 
Civetta mountain groups. Although we 
didn’t travel through all nine units of this 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, we did 
take in about 80 percent. 

Military history is intermingled with 
the Pale Mounts. During WWI the front 
line of the conflict between Italy and 
Austria ran through these mountains, and 
open-air museums with the remnants of 
fortifications, trenches, tunnels and the 
metal cables, posts, stairs, bridges and 
ladders of the via ferratas (iron paths) are 
dispersed across the landscape. Austrian 
soldiers even tunneled beneath Marmo-
lada Glacier, creating a labyrinth that 
connected several outposts. 

We arrived at one of the most signif-
icant open-air museums after a couple 

of days on the trail. Naturpark Fanes-
Sennes-Braies, between Rifugio Scotoni 
and Rifugio Lagazuio, in the shadow of 
Lagazuoi Gran, reveals an open-air muse-
um with remnants of numerous military 
fortifications and artifacts. At Rifugio 
Scotoni a small chapel displays wartime 
artifacts as well as the names of hundreds 
of soldiers killed when an avalanche bur-
ied them there in 1916.

Trekking through the pale mounts

TRAVEL

BY MARY TERRA-BERNS | COEUR D’ALENE, IDAHO

I SLIPPED OUT OF our room at Rifugio Caresti-
ato hours before breakfast was served. I didn’t 
want to miss it. The lightning close enough to 

touch, sonorous thunder and toad choking rain 
enveloped the rifugio.  

That was the final day of our eight-day, 90-mile, 
hut-to-hut hike on Alta Via 1 in the Dolomite 
Mountains of northern Italy. Alta Via 1, one of six 
hiking routes through the Dolomites, is considered 
the easiest because there are fewer exposed 
sections than on the other routes. But don’t be 
fooled, this trail is strenuous even for experienced 
hikers. 

Trekkers stay in rifugios along the trail. Some 
are more rustic than others. 

Trekkers make their way through the Dolomite 
Mountains in Italy. Photos: Mary Terra-Berns
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We gained 1,100 feet hiking to Lagazuio Pass from Scotoni 
that morning and had three options for losing all that hard-won 
elevation: take the gondola, follow the trail or take a dark, damp 
tunnel into the next valley. We opted to take the tunnel.

An impressive maze of trenches leads to a narrow trail on a 
knife-edge ridge with a small entrance at the end. We all clicked 
on our headlamps and slipped from sunlight to darkness, broken 
by a few gunnery windows and various side rooms. We descend-
ed 2,000 feet through the rock into the next valley. 

Our next few days were filled with more impressive moun-
tains, vivid wildflowers highlighting “Sound of Music” alpine 
meadows, and very large, but generally friendly, alpine cows. 

Arriving at Rifugio Carestiato, after many switchbacks, steep 
scrambles and extraordinary views we enjoyed a much-appre-
ciated cold beer on the deck while watching the dark clouds 
mustering for the morning light show.

Although the trees were still dripping after the morning’s 
downpour, the day was breaking gorgeous. Eager to get on the 
trail, we gathered our gear, tightened our bootlaces and slipped 
on our sunglasses. Heading toward Moschesin Pass through Par-
co Nazionale delle Dolomiti Bellunesi, we crossed the scree-cov-

ered south slope of Mount Tamer and stopped to capture a few 
images of the craggy peaks behind us, which, unfortunately, 
were covered with ominous, dark clouds catching the wind and 
heading our direction.  Our awareness of altitude and being on 
an exposed section became very keen.

Quickly donning raingear and slipping on waterproof 
pack covers, we prepared to double-time it down the trail. As 
lightning erupted from the clouds, we encouraged our group 
lollygagger to dig deep and move quickly. Once we reached a 
safe location, I became the lollygagger. The rest of the six-pack 
beelined it to our final rifugio, Malga Pramper, a working farm, 
for a warm shower and dry clothes. I, on the other hand, want-
ing to make the most of this final day in the Dolomites, slowed 
down and enjoyed the scenery in the pouring rain. •

— Mary Terra-Berns is a freelance writer and 
editor with a master’s degree in fish and wildlife 
science from Texas A&M University. She has worked 
with, and written about, rare animals like wolver-
ines and Canada lynx, as well as not-so-rare species 
like black bears and burbot. Her short summer days 
are often spent at high altitudes at home and abroad. Several of 
her thin-air chronicles have appeared in regional publications and 
presentations.

TRAVEL

TIPS FROM THE TREK
• We flew into Venice and took a coach bus to Cortina.
• July and August offer the best weather, but trails are 
busiest in August.
• No permits necessary, but reservations are highly 
recommended. We worked with a company called Dis-
tant Journeys. We opted for a self-guided trip, but the 
company booked our lodging.
• Speaking Italian is not required, but a little is helpful 
and appreciated. 
• Most of rifugios we stayed at boarded us two or four 
people to a room, but we did have an eight-person room 
we shared with other trekkers. Sometimes we had a 
shower in our room, other times we shared a single one 
with limited hot water with many people.
• Less is better in terms of gear, but don’t skimp on the 
raingear and the socks. You can wash a few things in the 
sink, and sometimes a rifugio has laundry service for an 
extra charge. 

A trek through the Dolomite Mountains in Italy offers amazing scenery, 
but also remnants from fortifications built in World War I.

Mary Terra-Berns spent eight days trekking 90 miles 
through Italy’s Dolomite Mountains in July of 2017. 
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THE LAST HILLWALKER
AUTHOR: John Burns

INFO: Self-published; softcover 
and e-book; 314 pp.; $13.18 and 
$5.59
Shortlisted for The 
Great Outdoors book 
of the year, “The Last 
Hillwalker” is a story 
for anyone who loves 
the mountains and 
wild places. John 
Burns takes you on a 
journey of more than 
40 years from the hills of Britain to 
adventures in the Rocky Mountains 
of the United States and Canada. His 
love for the Scottish Highlands and 
his intimate knowledge of its wild 
glens and distant peaks makes this 
book resonate with anyone whose 
heart lies in Scotland. Join Burns in his 
first faltering steps as a schoolboy in 
the English Lake District, to climbing 
adventures in the great ranges of the 
world and finally to his return to his 
beloved Highlands.

THE PROPER CARE AND 
FEEDING OF A HUNTIN’ 
BUDDY
AUTHORS: Bob Baldwin & Jay 
Ledbetter

INFO: Richter Pub-
lishing; softcover; 
80 pp.; six illustra-
tions; price TBD
“The Proper Care and 
Feeding of a Hun-
tin’ Buddy”  is Bob 
Baldwin’s and Jay 
Ledbetter’s first book 
of short hunting and fishing stories. 
The last two stories, which give the 
book its title, were birthed during the 
duo’s first elk hunting trip together. 
The tragic series of events are forever 
burned into the pages of their mem-
ories, so they figured it might as well 
be burned into yours, too — athough 
you hopefully will not need as much 
immediate medical attention by 
merely reading these stories. For more 
information, visit www.bobnjay.com.

BOOKSHELF

BORN TO FISH
AUTHORS: Tim Gallagher & Greg 
Myerson

INFO: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; 
Publicist: Megan Wilson, megan.
wilson@hmhco.com, 617-351-
3377; 224 pages; 
hardcover; $26
This is the story of 
a man who led a 
harrowing, sometimes 
dissolute life until his 
rod and reel turned him 
around. Greg Myerson 
overcame learning dis-
abilities, substance abuse and violence 
associated with a father in the mob. 
A lifelong sport fisherman, he caught 
an 81.88-pound striped bass in 2011, 
shattering a world record that had 
stood for 29 years. Yet at the instant 
he achieved his crowning glory as a 
striped bass fisherman, he had a stag-
gering epiphany and regretted killing 
the fish. He is now working tirelessly 
to save the Atlantic coast striped bass, 
actively promoting no-kill tourna-
ments and other conservation efforts.

FISH LIKE YOU MEAN IT
AUTHOR: David Zoby

INFO: Pearl Button 
Press; softcover 
and e-book; 311 
pp.; $14.99 and 
$4.99
From the golf course 
ponds of Tidewa-
ter, Virginia, to the 
vacant uplands of 
North Dakota, to the windswept 
headlands of coastal Alaska, David 
Zoby takes us on a contemplative tour 
of fishing and hunting destinations. 
His dogs come along too. “Fish Like 
You Mean It”  is 11 thoughtful essays 
on the art of fly-fishing, bird hunt-
ing and living on gas station coffee. 
Plucked from the very best outdoor 
journals — Gray’s Sporting Journal, 
American Angler, The Flyfish Journal 
— these essays sparkle like sunlight on 
your favorite trout stream. Free copies 
for reviewers upon request. More 
information at Davezoby.com.

THE PURSUIT OF 
ENDURANCE
AUTHOR: Jennifer Pharr Davis

INFO: Viking 
Press; hardcover 
and e-book; 320 
pp.; $17.70 and 
$13.99
An instructive explo-
ration of endurance, 
in sports and in life, 
from a National 
Geographic Adventurer of the Year. 
Jennifer Pharr Davis uses science, 
psychology, history, hiking methodolo-
gies and her own personal experience 
to craft a fascinating examination of 
the human spirit. The author’s natural 
storytelling ability and a charming cast 
of characters in the form of spirited 
hiking mentors make the pages fly in 
this accessible handbook, which reads 
less like a step-by-step instruction 
manual and more like an empowering 
blueprint to building one’s own endur-
ance. A captivating narrative guide-
book that will inspire readers to test 
their own limits, on the trail and off.

A SHARP SOLITUDE
AUTHOR: Christine Carbo

INFO: Atria Books; softcover; 304 
pp.; $16
A murdered journal-
ist’s body is discov-
ered in a remote 
region near the 
Canadian border. 
Before she was 
found, Anne Marie 
Johnson had been 
writing an article 
about a research program that uses 
trained dogs to track scientific data. 
She was last seen with a man whose 
chocolate Lab was one of the subjects 
of the piece. Now he’s the prime 
suspect. He runs deep into the woods 
to avoid arrest, but secretly feels the 
whole thing is deserved, a punishment 
for the horrifying crime he committed 
as a child. Set against the breathtaking 
terrain of Glacier National Park, this 
page-turning and suspenseful novel 
demonstrates that no one can ever 
really outrun their demons.
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“Paddling to Sunrise” by Dawn LaPointe won third place in the outdoor fun and adventure category of the photo contest.

RADIO/PODCAST

CONSERVATION/NATURE
1st place: John Kruse, “What’s Causing 

Elk Hoof Rot?,” Northwestern Outdoors 
Radio

2nd place: Dan Small, “Saving the 
Monarchs,” Dan Small Outdoors Radio, 
WRJC FM

3rd place: Nicky Ouellet, “SubSurface, 
Episode 4: Active Resistance,” Montana 
Public Radio

FAMILY PARTICIPATION/
YOUTH OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION

1st place: Dan Small, “United Special 
Sportsman Alliance with Brigid O’Dono-
ghue,” Dan Small Outdoors Radio WRJC 
FM

2nd place: Jeff Kelm, “Growin’ Up Wild,” 
Dan Small Outdoors Radio, WRJC FM

3rd place: Dan Small, “Ultimate Animal 
Adventures with Ken Keffer,” Dan Small 
Outdoors Radio, WRJC FM

FISHING
1st place: John Kruse, “Fly fishing in 

the North Cascades with Stehekin Fishing 
Adventures,” Northwestern Outdoors 
Radio

2nd place: Dan Small, “Cat & Mouse 
Muskies with Jeff Andersen,” Dan Small 
Outdoors Radio, WRJC FM

3rd place: Dan Small, “Pike Spearing 
with Joe Shead,” Dan Small Outdoors 
Radio WRJC FM

GEAR/TECHNICAL
1st place: Dan Small, “If I Were a Bea-

ver,” Dan Small Outdoors Radio, WRJC 
FM

2nd place: John Kruse, “Savage Gear 
Lures - Ducks, Bats and ??,” American 
Outdoors Radio

3rd place: Dan Small, “Floe Trailers,” 
Dan Small Outdoors Radio, WRJC FM

HUMOR
1st place: Dan Small, “Deer Nutrition 

with John O’Brion,” Dan Small Outdoors 
Radio, WRJC FM

2nd place: Tom Stienstra, “Things Really 

Do Go Bump in the Night,” KCBS-75 San 
Francisco

3rd place: John Kruse, “The Misadven-
tures of Bill Heavey,” American Outdoors 
Radio

HUNTING/SHOOTING SPORTS
1st place: Dan Small, “Eva Shockey: The 

Hunting Lifestyle,” Dan Small Outdoors 
Radio, WRJC FM

2nd place: Hal Herring, “Hannah Jean 
Nikonow and Liza Sautter,” BHA Podcast 
& Blast with Hal Herring

3rd place: Nicky Ouellet, “Antler Hunt-
ers, Artists Turn Elk Shed Into Money And 
Art,” Montana Public Radio

OUTDOOR FUN/ADVENTURE
1st place: Nicky Ouellet, “Night Cyclists 

Swap Sun for Moon in Glacier Park,” 
Montana Public Radio

2nd place: John Kruse, “Five Volcanoes 
in Five Days,” Northwestern Outdoors 
Radio

3rd place: Dan Small, “Surviving Irma,” 
Dan Small Outdoors Radio, WRJC FM

2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS

Continued on next page
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BLOG

CONSERVATION OR NATURE
1st place: Christine Peterson, “Five 

Endangered Species Recoveries You’ve 
Never Heard Of,” Cool Green Science 
blog

2nd place: Mark Taylor, “Lessons from 
the Tinker Creek Fish Kill,” Trout Unlimit-
ed blog

3rd place: Justine Hausheer, “Bioacous-
tics Reveal How Biodiversity Changes 
Across Borneo’s Logged Forests,” Cool 
Green Science blog 

FAMILY PARTICIPATION/
YOUTH OUTDOOR EDUCA-
TION

1st place: Ken Keffer, “A Parent’s Guide 
to What Kids Love and Hate about Hik-
ing,” Osprey Stories

2nd place: Chris Hunt, “The Girl Who 
Walks in Water,” Trout Unlimited blog

3rd place: Matthew Miller, “A Field 
Guide to Tracking in Your Neighborhood,” 
Cool Green Science blog

FISHING
1st place: Chris Hunt, “Ode to the 

Fishing Rig,” Trout Unlimited blog
2nd place: Matthew Miller, “Gar Wars: 

A Fish Force Awakens,” Cool Green Sci-
ence blog

3rd place: David Van Wie, “My Homeri-
an Odyssey,” Watchyourbackcast.com

GEAR/TECHNICAL
1st place: Sandra Friend, “Backpacker 

tips for hurricane prep,” Floridahikes.com
2nd place: Chris Hunt, “Four-quarter fly 

fishing,” Trout Unlimited blog
3rd place: Jodi Stemler, “Clay Shooting 

Tips for Women,” Range365.com

HUMOR
1st place: Chris Hunt, “Dementors,” 

Trout Unlimited blog
2nd place: Justine Hausheer, “Tongue 

Orchids & Corpseflowers: 7 Insanely 
Weird Plant Species,” Cool Green Science 
blog

3rd place: Justine Hausheer, “Fantastic 
Fecal Phenomena of the Animal World,” 
Cool Green Science blog

 
 

HUNTING/SHOOTING SPORTS
1st place: Brent Frazee, “Kansas Land-

owner Dies, but his Legacy Will Live On,” 
Brentfrazee.com

2nd place: Tyler Frantz, “5 Ways to Kill 
Your Deer Hunt,” Bowhunting.com

3rd place: Robert Ford, “Halloween,” 
Lion Country Supply blog

OUTDOOR FUN/ADVENTURE
1st place: Chris Hunt, “Old Blue,” Trout 

Unlimited blog
2nd place: Justine Hausheer, “Wide 

Horizons: A Journey Across Martu Coun-
try,” Cool Green Science blog

3rd place: Candice Gaukel Andrews, 
“Learning from Libby Lightning in Yosemi-
te National Park,” The Adventure Collec-
tion blog

ILLUSTRATION/GRAPHIC

GENERAL OUTDOOR
1st place: Bruce Cochran, “The Book of 

Mud,” American Waterfowler magazine
2nd place: Sam Caldwell, “Oyster Reef 

Bullies,” Currents newsletter
3rd place: Sam Caldwell, “Search for 

Rainbows,” Currents newsletter 

2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS

Earl Harper’s photo story, “Greenland Rising,” which ran 
in Hatch magazine, won third place in the newly created 
Excellence in Craft photography essay contest. 

Continued from previous page
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TV/VIDEO

CONSERVATION OR NATURE
1st place: Dan Bertalan, “The Ottaway 

- A River Reborn,” WCMU Public Televi-
sion

2nd place: Karen Loke, “Harris Ranch 
- 2017 Lone Star Land Steward,” Texas 
Parks & Wildlife PBS show

3rd place: Dan Small, “Aldo Leopold 
Legacy Center Tour,” Outdoor Wisconsin/

Milwaukee PBS

FAMILY PARTICIPATION/
YOUTH OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION

1st place: Bill Sherck, “Growing Up Too 
Fast,” Minnesota Bound, KARE-11

2nd place: Scott Franson, “The Flush: 
Hank’s First Hunt,” Outdoor Channel

3rd place: Grant McOmie, “Fish Eggs to 
Fry,” KGW-TV

FISHING
 1st place: Bill Sherck, “Operation Fish-

ing Freedom: Darrell Krenz,” Fox Sports 
North

2nd place: Bill Sherck, “Rowan Lake Tra-
ditions,” Minnesota Bound KARE-11

3rd place: Eric Andersen, “Operation 
Fishing Freedom: Rich Verdone - Veteran 
and Survivor,” Sportsman Channel

GEAR/TECHNICAL
1st place: Bill Sherck, “Atikokan’s XY,” 

Fox Sports North
2nd place: Kris Millgate, “Charging 

Grizzly,” Gear Junkie
3rd place: Jeff Kelm, “Randy Mayes 

Taxidermy,” Outdoor Wisconsin/Milwau-
kee PBS

HUNTING/SHOOTING SPORTS
1st place: Bill Sherck, “Fuller’s Michigan 

Grouse,” Outdoor Channel
2nd place: Eric Andersen, “The Flush: 

Ontario Grouse Adventure (part 2),” Out-
door Channel

3rd place: Scott Fransen, “The Flush: 
Hank’s First Hunt,” Outdoor Channel

OUTDOOR FUN/ADVENTURE
1st place: Bill Sherck, “Snowy Dream-

ers,” Minnesota Bound, KARE-11
2nd place: Eric Andersen, “Destination 

Polaris: Bend, Oregon,” FOX Sports
3rd place: Brian Jennings, “Rim Butte 

OHV Jeep Trails,” Central Oregon Daily, 
KOHD/KBNZ

 

Tom Stienstra’s “A World Apart on the Marsh” 
won first place in the outdoor fun and adventure 
category in the Excellence in Craft photo contest. 

“Deep and Green” by Chad Shmukler 
won first place in the scenic category in 
the Excellence in Craft photo contest. 

Continued on page 18
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“Dune Magic” by Terry Thomas won 
third place in the scenic category in 
the Excellence in Craft photo contest. 

(TOP) “Fall Wilderness Treasures,” by Dawn LaPointe, won third place in 
the scenic category in the Excellence in Craft photo contest.

(LEFT) Lisa Ballard’s “Backpacking Kids” placed second in the family 
participation/youth outdoor education category in the photo contest.

(RIGHT) Jeff Moore’s “Woody Perch” placed third in the fauna category 
in the Excellence in Craft photo contest. 

2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS
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“Cheetah Chase” by Keith Crowley took first 
in the action category of the Excellence in 
Craft photo contest. 

2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS

Keith Crowley’s “Gros Ventre Autumn” 
placed second in the scenic category in 
the Excellence in Craft photo contest. 
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NEWSPAPER

CONSERVATION/NATURE
1st place: David Hendee, “A Nose to 

the Ground,” Omaha World-Herald
2nd place: Erin Alberty, “Utah’s Pando 

aspen grove is the most massive living 
thing known on Earth. It may die soon.,” 
The Salt Lake Tribune

3rd place: Lew Freedman, “Fighting to 
save cutthroats,” Cody Enterprise

FAMILY PARTICIPATION/
YOUTH OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION

1st place: David Sikes, “Mask could not 
hide his ducky grin,” Caller-Times

2nd place: David Sikes, “Nature of 
being a dad,” Caller-Times

3rd place: Erin Alberty, “Hike to a cold, 
dark place part of the journey for teens 
in Utah youth program,” The Salt Lake 
Tribune

FISHING
1st place: Dan Small, “Adrift in the 

Driftless: Trout Wars in an Angling Para-
dise,” Wisconsin Outdoor News

2nd place: Ben Moyer, “Laurel High-
lands a likely place to encounter state 
symbols,” Herald-Standard

3rd place: Erin Alberty, “When even 
the most prepared angler must consider, 
‘That’s why they call it fishing and not 
catching’,” The Salt Lake Tribune

GEAR/TECHNICAL
1st place: Marc Folco, “Are deer toys 

a waste of money or useful gadgets?,” 
SouthCoastToday

2nd place: Tom Keer, “Four of a Kind,” 
Sporting Classics Daily

3rd place: Marc Folco, “Al’s Goldfish 
resurfacing after nearly going belly up,” 
SouthCoastToday

HUMOR
1st place: Erin Alberty, “I actually liked 

my ski fitness class, and now I’m having 
an identity crisis,” The Salt Lake Tribune

2nd place: Erin Alberty, “To survive the 
‘divorce boat’ in Class III whitewater, yell 
more,” The Salt Lake Tribune

3rd place: Marc Folco, “Recalling a 
time when kids were kids and toys were 
dangerous,” SouthCoastToday

 
 

2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT 

“Hummingbird at Monarda” by Ann and Rob 
Simpson won second in the action category of 
the Excellence in Craft photo contest. 

This image is from Jess McGlothlin’s photo story, 
“Hopefully, My Photos Will Make You Want to 
Go Visit Samoa Right Now,” which won second 
place in the Excellence in Craft photo essay 
contest.  Continued on page 20

Continued from page 15
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2017 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS

(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) Ann and Rob Simpson’s “Turks Cap Lily” won 
third place in the flora category. 
Tom Stienstra’s “Starflower Meadow” won second in the flora category.
“Ice Cave” by James Smedley won second in the outdoor fun and adventure 
category.
“Ahead of the Rest” by Colleen Miniuk-Sperry won first in the flora category.
“Stashing Her Prize: Leopard & Waterbuck” by Ken Dunwoody won first in the 
fauna category of the Excellence in Craft photo contest.
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2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS

HUNTING/SHOOTING SPORTS
1st place: Tom Keer, “Life’s too short to 

hunt with an ugly gun,” Sporting Classics 
Daily

2nd place: Christine Peterson, “Thou-
sands of hunters descend on an expanse 
of remote Wyoming land — and one 
game warden monitors it all,” Casper Star 
Tribune

3rd place: Tom Stienstra, “A world apart 
on the Butte Sink marsh,” San Francisco 
Chronicle

OUTDOOR FUN/ADVENTURE
1st place: Erin Alberty, “Unlikely survi-

vors: What a violent avalanche says about 
risk in the backcountry,” The Salt Lake 
Tribune

2nd place: Bob Frye, “A pathway to 
adventure,” Tribune-Review

3rd place: Erin Alberty, “Staying safe 
within reach of adventure’s prize,” The 
Salt Lake Tribune 

“Young Lady Hunting Ducks” by Gary Kramer won first place in the family particpation/youth outdoor education category of the photo contest.

Erin Alberty’s image “Darren Nelson rides toward Pando” placed third in the people category in 
the Excellence in Craft photo contest.

Continued from page 18
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MAGAZINE

CONSERVATION/NATURE
1st place: Johnny Sain, “The gar hole,” 

Hatch Magazine
2nd place: Amy Grisak, “The Wonder 

Below,” Montana Magazine
3rd place: Nate Schweber, “Incentiviz-

ing Conservation in Montana,” Explore-
PartsUnknown.com

 

FAMILY PARTICIPATION/
YOUTH OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION

1st place: Lisa Ballard, “River Rats,” 
Outdoor America

2nd place: Lisa Ballard, “Tots on the 
Trail,” Image Magazine

3rd place: Chris Batin, “Love, Alaska 
Style,” Alaska Sporting Journal

 
FISHING

1st place: Chris Madson, “Chasing 
Rainbows,” Wyoming Wildlife

2nd place: Tom Tatum, “Bittersweet 
Brown Trout,” Pennsylvania Angler & 
Boater

3rd place: Tom Hazelton, “On Killing 
Trout,” Hatch Magazine

GEAR/TECHNICAL
1st place: Lisa Ballard, “Emergency in 

the Mountains,” Colorado Outdoors
2nd place: Brent Frazee, “Rappin’ win-

ter bass,” FLW Bass Magazine
3rd place: Lowell Strauss, “Sound Ad-

vice,” Canadian Firearms Journal

 

HUMOR
1st place: Pat Wray, “Hanging on My 

Every Word…and Other Myths,” Rocky 
Mountain Game and Fish magazine

2nd place: Robert Ford, “Rubber Boots,” 
The American Beagler

3rd place: Bruce Cochran, “The Agony 
of De Feet,” Wildfowl magazine

HUNTING/SHOOTING SPORTS
1st place: Chris Madson, “The Last 

Day,” Pheasants Forever Journal
2nd place: Chris Batin, “Driven by the 

‘Goat on the Mountain’,” Alaska Sporting 
Journal

3rd place: Tyler Frantz, “Brotherly Love 
and the Boss Tom of Birds Hill,” Pennsyl-
vania Game News

OUTDOOR FUN/ADVENTURE
1st place: Pat Wray, “Triumph of Primi-

tivity,” Washington-Oregon Game & Fish 
magazine 

2nd place: Lisa Ballard, “On Crane with 
Wayne,” Adirondack Explorer

3rd place: Pat Wray, “Privacy on a Fam-
ily Camping Trip,” Washington-Oregon 
Game and Fish magazine

“The Book of Mud” by Bruce Cochran won first place in the Excellence in Craft 
graphic and illustration contest.

Sam Caldwell’s “Search for Rainbows” placed 
third in the Excellence in Craft graphic and 
illustration contest.

2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS

“Oyster Reef Bullies” by Sam Caldwell, placed second in the 
Excellence in Craft graphic and illustration contest. 

Continued on next page
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2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS

BOOK

GENERAL AUDIENCE
1st place: Amy & Dave Freeman, “A 

Year in the Wilderness”
2nd place: Lisa Ballard, “Hiking the 

Adirondacks”
3rd place: Lisa Ballard, “Ski Faster!”

YOUTH AUDIENCE
1st place: Ellen Horowitz, “What I Saw 

in Glacier”
2nd place: Ken Keffer, “The Kids’ Ulti-

mate Animal Adventure Book”
3rd place: Lew Freedman, “All About Sir 

Edmund Hillary”

COLUMN

OVERALL
1st place: Amy Bulger, Wyoming 

Wildlife
2nd place: Tom Keer, Sporting Classics
3rd place: Andy Whitcomb, Kayak 

Angler

PHOTOGRAPHY

ACTION
1st place: Keith Crowley, “Cheetah 

Chase,” Daily Mail
2nd place: Ann & Rob Simpson, “Hum-

mingbird at Monarda,” Wildflowers of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway (book)

3rd place: Ken Dunwoody, “Lunch On 
The Fly: Bee-Eaters & Moth,” charity 
auction donation

Erin Alberty’s “Ascending the throne in Crystal Ball Cave” placed 
third in the family particpation/youth outdoor education category.

James Smedley’s “Gord” placed second in the people category in the Excel-
lence in Craft photo contest.

“Family Paddle” by James Smedley 
placed first in the people category in 
the Excellence in Craft photo contest. 

This image was part of Joshua Duple-
chian’s photo story, “River Resurgent,” 
which won the new Excellence in 
Craft photo essay contest.  

Continued from previous page
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FAMILY PARTICIPATION/
YOUTH OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION

1st place: Gary Kramer, “Young Lady 
Hunting Ducks,” Shooting Sportsman

2nd place: Lisa Ballard, “Backpacking 
Kids,” Hiking the Adirondacks (book)

3rd place: Erin Alberty, “Ascending the 
throne in Crystal Ball Cave,” The Salt Lake 
Tribune

FAUNA
1st place: Ken Dunwoody, “Stashing 

Her Prize: Leopard & Waterbuck,” charity 
auction donation

2nd place: Keith Crowley, “Back Home 
Loons,” Our Wisconsin Magazine

3rd place: Jeff Moore, “Woody Perch,” 
Ducks Unlimited magazine

 
FLORA

1st place: Colleen Miniuk-Sperry, 
“Ahead of the Rest,” private sale

2nd place: Tom Stienstra, “Starflower 
Meadow,” San Francisco Chronicle

3rd place: Ann & Rob Simpson, “Turks 
Cap Lily,” Wildflowers of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway (book)

OUTDOOR FUN/ADVENTURE
1st place: Tom Stienstra, “A world apart 

on the marsh,” San Francisco Chronicle
2nd place: James Smedley, “Ice cave,” 

Sault College Viewbook
3rd place: Dawn LaPointe, “Paddling to 

Sunrise,” Lake Superior Magazine

PEOPLE
1st place: James Smedley, “Family pad-

dle,” Northern Ontario Travel
2nd place: James Smedley, “Gord,” 

Algoma Country tourism website
3rd place: Erin Alberty, “Darren Nelson 

rides toward Pando,” The Salt Lake 
Tribune

SCENIC
1st place: Chad Shmukler, “Deep and 

Green,” Hatch magazine
2nd place: Keith Crowley, “Gros Ventre 

Autumn,” Hawke Life
3rd place: Dawn LaPointe, “Fall Wilder-

ness Treasures,” Boundary Waters Journal

PHOTOGRAPHY ESSAY

OVERALL 
1st place: Joshua Duplechian, “River 

Resurgent,” Trout magazine
2nd place: Jess McGlothlin, “Hopefully, 

My Photos Will Make You Want to Go 
Visit Samoa Right Now,” The Inertia

3rd place: Earl Harper, “Greenland 
Rising,” Hatch Magazine •

THANKS TO THE 
2018 CONTEST 
SPONSORS
OCEAN CONSERVANCY: 
Fishing category
REALTREE: 
Family participation/youth out-
door education category
PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS: 
Conservation/Nature category
IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF 
AMERICA: 
Outdoor fun/adventure category

THANK YOU TO OUR EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT CONTEST JUDGES
BLOG: Tony Dolle* • Bob Bramblet • Erin Merrell • Dan Small • Jay Strangis • Kim Thornton • Mike Zlotnicki
BOOKS: Phil Bloom* • Paula Del Giudice • Chip Gross • Bill Powell
CHILDREN’S BOOKS: Mary Nickum* • Tony Coffey • Catherine Reynolds •Elaine Westphal
COLUMN: Mark Taylor* •  Sam Dean •  Amy Grisak • Karen Loke
ILLUSTRATION/GRAPHIC: Colleen Miniuk-Sperry* • Jana Bloom • Lindsay Brown • Blair Jones
MAGAZINE: Brad Isles* •  Tony Dolle •  Holly Endersby •  Aileen E. Gallagher  •  Laura Lundquist •  Tim Mead •  Bill 

Monroe •  Christine Peterson •  Russell Roe • Bill Sherck • Ron Steffe • Danielle Taylor • Mark Taylor • David Van Wie
NEWSPAPER: Ty Stockton* • Joe Albanese • Heide Brandes • Jeff Ell • Bill Graham • Kerry Hecker • Ellen Horowitz • 

John Hudson Sandra Kelly • Matt Soberg • Katrina Waugh • Tom Wharton
PHOTOGRAPHY: Sam Caldwell* • Amie Hoy • Bob Kalmbach • Peggy McMillan • Dylan Sassman • John Sheeks
PHOTOGRAPHY ESSAY: Sam Dean* • Seth Gitner • Kyle Green • Mark Taylor
RADIO/PODCAST: Dan McKinley* • Mark Freeman • Dwayne Leamond • Rachel Voss
TV/VIDEO: James Swan* • Dan Bertalan • Eddie Brochin • Michael Greggins • Joe Hosmer • Lynda O’Connor • Walter 

Dinkins
* Denotes chief judge

2018 EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS

“Lunch On The Fly: Bee-Eaters & Moth” by Ken 
Dunwoody placed third in the action category in 
the Excellence in Craft photo contest. 
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EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD

For outstanding effort in upholding the OWAA creed and contin-
ued excellence in craft. 

RECIPIENT: BEN MOYER, Farmington, Pennsylvania
 “Ben Moyer is a writer of excellence,” said Glenn Sapir, a past 

recipient of the Excellence in Craft award. “His copy demon-
strates a love and sensitivity for the outdoors, and any article 
he writes exemplifies the ethical high road a sportsman should 
follow. None of this is done pedantically; he simples creates 
narratives that paint these pictures and set examples.”

Moyer is the outdoor columnist for the Pittsburgh Post-Ga-
zette and a columnist for Pennsylvania Outdoor News and 
Pennsylvania Game News. He is also the former editor of Penn-
sylvania Sportsman Magazine, where he demonstrated outstand-
ing editorial judgment and editing skills and developed a large 
stable of contributors, many of whom he mentored to become 
better writers, Sapir said. 

Moyer is a frequent contributor to the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission’s Game News Magazine and frequently writes the 
coveted closing essay. He published a collection of some of his 
best work in the book “Out Back: Reflections from the Appala-
chian Outdoors.” 

Moyer, an OWAA member since 1986, has taught writing 
classes and workshops and received numerous awards, including 
Audubon Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania Wildlife Federation’s 
Conservation Communicator of the Year.

J. HAMMOND BROWN MEMORIAL AWARD
OWAA’s most prestigious recognition of a member for devoted past 

service to the organization over a period of continuous years.
RECIPIENT: KEVIN RHOADES, Missoula, Montana
Kevin Rhoades has served OWAA, not just as a member since 

1999, but also an employee. He edited Outdoors Unlimited for 
several years before he became executive director in 2004. His 
six-year term encompassed a contentious and divisive time in 
the organization, but his steady and calming influence helped 
the organization recover, said Bill Powell, OWAA’s legal counsel 
and a past Ham Brown recipient.  

“He unselfishly and tirelessly used skills developed during his 
prior careers in finance and wrangling grizzlies to help OWAA 
survive those trying times in relatively good shape and begin 
its recovery,” Powell said. “He used those same skills and others 
on many occasion to mediate pay and other disputes engaging 
OWAA members.”

The endowment trust was created under his tenure, as was the 
creation of a gift acceptance policy. Rhoades remained active in 
OWAA after leaving the executive director position. He served 
on committees, sometimes as chair, and is one of OWAA’s en-
dowment trustees. 

“The Ham Brown Award recognizes a member for ‘devoted 
past service to the organization over a period of continuous 
years,’” Powell said. “This phrase precisely describes what Kevin 
has done for the past 19 years.”

JACKIE PFEIFFER MEMORIAL AWARD

Awarded for exemplifying warmth and radiance, goodwill, 
helpfulness, generosity and kindness to others. Members and their 
spouses are eligible for this award.

RECIPIENT: STEVE GRIFFIN, Midland, Michigan
The Jackie Pfeiffer Memorial Award originally began as a way 

to acknowledge member spouses who assisted staff at conference. 
But as employees have taken over those tasks, spouses no longer 
are needed to fill that role, said Glenn Sapir, a past recipient of 
the award.  

However, the award criteria “genuine warmth and radiance, 
goodwill, helpfulness, generosity and kindness to others,” are 
still important and displayed in members like Steve Griffin, this 
year’s recipient, Sapir said. A member since 1976, Griffin has 
attended numerous conferences. He takes care to welcome green 
ribbons — those attending conference for the first time — and 
always offers a smile.

“Simply put, he’s a nice guy who is always ready to pitch in 
when a chore needs to be attended to at conference,” Sapir said.

JADE OF CHIEFS AWARD
Nominated, voted on and presented by past award winners 

known as the “Circle of Chiefs.” The Jade Award represents an 
affirmation of OWAA’s adherence to, and support of, the principles 
of conservation.

RECIPIENT: HOLLY ENDERSBY, Pollock, Idaho
Holly Endersby’s first loves have always been public lands and 

waters, Pat Wray and Rich Patterson, past Jade of Chiefs recip-
ients, said. That passion fueled her work as a freelance outdoor 
writer and took her to then newly formed Backcountry Hunters 
and Anglers, where she became national conservation director, 
the organization’s primary fundraiser and served as interim 
executive director. 

Endersby received the Mike Beagle Chairman’s Award from 
the organization in 2017 for “significant contribution to raising 
the visibility and growth of BHA.”

She received the Weatherby Foundation International Writer 
Outreach Award for Journalist Excellence in the cause of conser-
vation and hunting education in 2001. She’s also won numerous 
Excellence in Craft awards. 

Endersby, an OWAA member for 18 years, has also served 
on the Outdoor Writers Association of America’s board, from 
2004-2007. 

She is a tireless advocate for conservation, Wray and Patterson 
said. She represented hunters and anglers for almost nine years 
on the Clearwater Basin Collaborative in north-central Idaho, 
protecting roadless areas, while working with timber companies, 
county commissioners and motorized interests. She is a life 
member of organizations including Trout Unlimited and The 
Nature Conservancy and served on the Idaho Nature Conser-
vancy’s board of directors. •

2018 OWAA HONORARY AWARD RECIPIENTS
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CARMEN M. ALEX
Carmen M. 
Alex is a sci-
entist, writer 
and photog-
rapher. She 
is especially 
concerned 
with the sus-
tainability of 
our natural resources and the preser-
vation of wilderness areas in the U.S. 
and abroad. Alex received a bachelor’s 
of science in geophysics from UC 
Santa Barbara and a master’s degree 
in earth science from UC Santa Cruz. 
After 20 years working in academia, 
national labs and, most recently, for 
the National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration, Alex shifted her 
focus to conservation efforts, such 
as the restoration of the coral reefs 
and surrounding marine environment 
in the Florida Keys, as well as the 
protection of mineral-rich landscapes 
of the Colorado Plateau in the south-
western U.S. Through her writing and 
photography, Alex hopes to highlight 
the beauty of natural spaces.

JOE DRAKE
Joe Drake is a 
wildlife biolo-
gist, conser-
vationist, and 
avid outdoor 
sportsman. 
He is current-
ly working 
toward a 
doctorate in ecology from UMass - 
Amherst. Whether it’s fly-fishing, up-
land bird hunting, backpacking or rock 
climbing, he just likes to be outside. 
He is also a freelance outdoor writer, 
science communication blogger and 
photographer. He hopes to publish in 
new venues. Find him on Instagram @
fieldbiojoe, Twitter @van_dll and read 
his blog www. 
secretlifeofafieldbiologist.wordpress.
com. He has two stories in “The Wild-
life Confessional: An Anthology of 
Stories,” coming out later this year.

BILL BOWERS
Bill Bowers 
is a free-
lance writer 
and editor. 
He is the 
author, with 
his wife 
Eileen, of 
“50 Hikes 
in Central New York’s Leatherstocking 
Country,” published by W.W. Norton 
in 2010 and the editor of two recent 
anthologies, “Great American Ghost 
Stories” and “Great American Crime 
Stories,” published by Lyons Press in 
2017. A professional copy editor for 
many years, Bowers specializes in 
outdoor subjects, and freelances for 
Fly Fisherman, Covey Rise, Key West 
and Outdoors Unlimited magazines. 
A former staff editor at Lyons Press, 
he also edits book manuscripts on 
many subjects, including medicine and 
law textbooks, and trade books on 
everything from fishing and hunting 
to gardening and French Renaissance 
swordsmanship.

Photo: Walter P. Scribner

CANDICE 
HORNER

Candice 
Horner is a 
competitive 
shooter 
and an avid 
hunter. Like 
most profes-
sionals in 
the firearms 
industry, she has a diverse back-
ground. She has worked as an aviation 
mechanic in the U.S. Marine Corps 
and as a registered nurse in a federal 
prison. Horner let passion guide her 
to pursue a career in writing, photog-
raphy and editing. After freelancing 
for several years, Horner became an 
editor for RECOIL magazine and its 
specialty publications in September 
2017. Horner lives with her hus-
band and daughter in the middle of 
nowhere in Georgia, where she can 
shoot out to 500 yards whenever she 
desires.

DANIELLA 
CRESSMAN

Daniella 
Cressman is 
a college stu-
dent double 
majoring in 
English and 
conservation 
management, 
at the New 
Mexico Highlands University. She lives 
in rural New Mexico with her family, 
two dogs and two cats. She is a fan of 
reading and writing. She enjoys books 
such as “Refuge,” by Terry Tempest 
Williams and “A Fierce Green Fire,” by 
Aldo Leopold. During her free time 
she enjoys kayaking, hiking, bicycling, 
motorcycling and reading and writing 
about nature and the environmental 
issues facing the planet.

DREW 
YOUNGEDYKE

Drew 
YoungeDyke 
is the Great 
Lakes Com-
munications 
Coordina-
tor for the 
National 
Wildlife Fed-
eration and 
a freelance 
outdoor writer. He writes primarily 
about conservation issues, hunting, 
fitness and outdoor recreation. His 
work has been published on the 
National Wildlife Federation blog, 
Woods-N-Water News, Michigan 
Outdoor News and Michigan Out-
of-Doors. He grew up in Central 
Lake, northern Michigan, and earned 
political theory and law degrees 
from Michigan State University. He 
lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan, with 
his wife Michele and spends his free 
time bowhunting, backpacking, trail 
running, kayaking, attempting to fly-
fish and volunteering for Backcountry 
Hunters & Anglers.

NEW MEMBERS
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IN MEMORIAM

OWAA’s first woman president dies
SHEILA LINK, OWAA’S 

FIRST woman president, died 
March 30, just a few months 

short of her 95th birthday.
Sheila joined OWAA in May 1968. 

She served on the board of directors 
1973-1976 and as president 1981-1982.

Link grew up in Southern California, 
but in a family that wasn’t outdoorsy. 
In a biography written for OWAA, she 
described how her parents refused to 
let her have a gun, but at 9, she ‘cadged 
shots’ from her playmate’s BB gun and 
.22 rifles and fell in love with the smell 
of gunpowder and the roar of discharge.

Despite her parents’ lack of interest in 
the outdoors or outdoor activities, she 
spent a lifetime shooting, camping, ca-
noeing and hunting throughout North 
America, Africa and South America. She 
shared her passion for outdoor sports 

through her writing and teaching.
She started by writing a weekly 

newspaper column on camping and 
branched out to freelance articles for 
publications such as Field & Stream, 
Outdoor Life and Sports Afield. 

“The outdoor world has lost a truly 
great advocate,” said Bill Hilts Sr., a 
fellow past president of OWAA. “I was 
fortunate to be able to have called Sheila 
a good friend and watched her as she 
carved a trail that left an indelible mark 
on this fine organization. Sheila showed 
the way for ladies to become active 
members of the leadership of OWAA, 
and what a great plus that has been for 
this group.”

To read a full obituatary for Link, 
visit https://owaa.org/ou/2018/04/
owaa-past-president-sheila-link-died-
march-30-2018/. •

Sheila Link became OWAA’s first woman presi-
dent in 1981. Photo: OWAA archives

Lindholm won Jade of Chiefs in 2007
OWAA’S CIRCLE OF CHIEFS lost a member April 

16, with the death of Robert (Bob) Lindholm, 82, of 
Lindsborg, Kansas. 

Lindholm served as Missouri assitant attorney general until 
he retired in 1993. He was the point man in environmental 
litigation for both his bosses, one a Republican, one a Democrat. 

Perhaps his most notable achievement for Missouri was his 
legal work toward the establishment of the 200-mile-long MKT 
trail, known as the Katy Trail, the nation’s longest rails-to-trails 
conversion, which has become a heavily used hiking and biking 
trail  from near St. Louis to western Missouri. 

Lindholm, who received OWAA’s Jade of Chiefs award in 
2007, made his mark in outdoor communication through his 
photography. He favored large-scale, black-and-white landscape 
work in the manner of his hero, Ansel Adams. 

Lindholm collaborated on a book celebrating the travels of 
pioneer artist Karl Bodmer, which was was honored by the 
national Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum.

He also was the photographer for William Least Heat Moon’s 
book, “River Horse.” 

An exhibit of his photos traveled to 24 national park sites and 
he produced duplicate exhibits for President Jimmy Carter and 
for the United State’s Congress. 

Lindholm told the Missouri Conservationist magazine that 
outdoor photography has two aims; “One is pointing out the 
beauty of things we need to save, and the second is pointing out 
the problems we’ve created.” 

In the manner of Ansel Adams, Lindholm did his own dark-
room work and was known to spend a day perfecting a single 
print. 

He wrote in the March, 1988, issue of Photographic maga-
zine, “As photographers we are privileged to be able to capture 
some of the beauty of this earth. In passing it along to others we 
will have given a bit to this world from which we take so much.”

To read a full obituary for Lindholm, written by OWAA 
member Joel Vance, visit https://owaa.org/ou/2018/04/remem-
bering-jade-chiefs-recipient-robert-bob-lindholm/. •

Robert Lindholm was an outdoor landscape photographer. He also was 
an assistant attorney general in Missouri. Photo: OWAA archives
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DONORS
February, March and April brought 

monetary gifts from generous donors. These 
tax-deductible donations are dedicated 
to funds designed to boost OWAA efforts 
ranging from education programs to opera-
tional costs. For details about OWAA funds, 
contact OWAA headquarters at 406-728-
7434.

OPERATING FUND

Steve A. Meyer

Pat Wray

JOHN MADSON FELLOWSHIP FUND

Larry L. Kruckenberg

NEW MEMBERS
New member listings include references 

to acronyms that relate to Skills, Subject 
Matter and Sections. A key for those acro-
nyms can be found at http://owaa.org/ou/
about-owaa-skills-subject-matter-sections/.

CARMEN ALEX, 140 Surprise Dr., 
Tavernier, FL 33070. (C) 305-781-3085, 
carmenalex@gmail.com, https:// 
theregoesgravity.net/. Grew up in Austria 
and Germany and studied geophysics and 
earth science in California. Worked in 
research and science communications at 
several universities and government labs, 
including 10 yeas with the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, 
before deciding to change focus. Now 
works as a freelance writer and photogra-
pher, making a career of her passions of 
nature and the arts. Her favorite subjects 
are science and nature. Currently working 
on a book of non-fiction stories about 
her years doing marine geology research. 
Includes some of her stories on her blog 
under the section “Life at Sea.” (Steve 
Lohmayer) Skills: IOSW; Subject Matter: 
JKLORS; Sections: MNP. Approved for 
Active membership.

BILL BOWERS, Bowers Editorial 
Services, 292 Chesham Rd., Apt. 2, 
Harrisville, NH 03450. (C) 603-831-
3763, bowersedit@gmail.com. Freelance 
copyeditor, Outdoors Unlimited, Fly 
Fisherman, Covey Rise and Key West 
magazines. Also edits for book publishers 
and websites. (Eileen) Skills: BEOW; 

Subject Matter: ABCDFKLOST; Sec-
tions: M. Approved for Active member-
ship; sponsored by Tom Keer.

JOHN D. BURNS, 23 Gildbert St., 
Merkinch, Inverness, Scotland IV38HB, 
UK. (H) +44 (0) 1463557031, (W) 
+44 (0) 7506501741, john.538burns@
btinternet.com, https://www.johndburns.
com/. Mountaineer and hiker based in 
the Highlands of Scotland. Has climbed 
across the world, including the United 
States and Canada. His first book, “The 
Last Hillwalker,” is a bestseller in the 
U.K. and was shortlisted for The Great 
Outdoors magazine’s book of the year 
award. His second book, “Bothy Tales,” 
was published in March 2018. Winner of 
the Mountaineering Council of Scotland 
short story competition and writes regu-
larly for the website UKHillwalking.com. 
Has written and performed a number of 
one-man plays including the play “Mal-
lory: Beyond Everest.” Continues to walk 
in the Highland hills and is currently 
producing an audiobook version of “The 
Last Hillwalker.” Skills: BCWZ; Subject 
Matter: GL; Sections: M. Approved for 
Active membership; sponsored by Lynda 
O’Connor.

CARA BYINGTON, The Nature Con-
servancy, 1322 Pleasant Meadow Rd., 
Crofton, MD 21114. (H) 904-412-3422, 
(W) 904-412-3422, cbyington@tnc.org, 
https://blog.nature.org/science/profiles/
cara-byington/. Science writer for Cool 
Green Science, the conservation science 
blog of The Nature Conservancy, cover-
ing the work of Conservancy scientists 
and partners, as well as citizen science, 
conservation tech and urban nature. Her 
work has also been published in The 
Washington Post, Baltimore Sun, Nature 
Conservancy magazine and many other 
publications. A misplaced Floridian living 
in Maryland, she is especially fond of 
any story assignment involving boats and 
islands. When not working, she can be 
found hiking, kayaking or traveling with 
her family and friends. Best animal sight-
ings (so far) in 2018: hermit thrush and 
water moccasin. She is headed to Texas 
Hill Country and Costa Rica in the next 
few months and looking forward to add-
ing to her list. (John) Skills: CELOSW; 
Subject Matter: LORSU; Sections: CM. 
Approved for Active membership; spon-
sored by Matt Miller.

ANDREA RODRIGUEZ CAMPOS, 
1805 Kimberly Jeanne Circle, Apt. 1926, 
Apopka, FL 32703. (H) 787-298-8409, 
(C) 787-298-8409, (W) 787-298-8409, 
rodriguezcam@mail.usf.edu. Nature 
and outdoor recreation enthusiast with 
an interest in outdoor communications 
and journalism. Environmental science 
and policy major at University of South 
Florida. Skills: CD; Subject Matter: ORS. 
Approved for Student membership; spon-
sored by Brandon D. Shuler.

DANIELLA CRESSMAN, P.O. Box 
576, Ribera, NM 87560. (H) 505-629-
5068, ellacressman@gmail.com. Student, 
North American School of Outdoor 
Writing. Also earning a bachelor’s degree 
in English and conservation management 
at New Mexico Highlands University. 
Approved for Student membership; spon-
sored by Roger Brunt.

JOSEPH DRAKE, 160 Holdsworth 
Way, Amherst, MA 01003. (C) 812-
340-4679, jdrake@umass.edu, http://
secretlifeofafieldbiologist.wordpress.com/. 
Student at UMass Amherst, working 
towards a doctorate in environmental 
conservation. Grew up in southern 
Indiana, where he cut his teeth fishing for 
bluegills. When not studying or working, 
he can be found in the woods, on the riv-
er or in his workshop. During a four-year 
hiatus from college, he worked for various 
federal agencies and universities across 
the Western U.S. while living out of his 
beat-up Ford Ranger. Although the West 
stole his heart, he is in love with the East’s 
native brookies. He’s constantly trying 
to discover the next thin blue lines with 
those forgiving fish that help him feel like 
he can tie a fly worth fishing. Maintains a 
personal blog and contributes to BlogFly-
Fish.com. Skills: CIOS; Subject Matter: 
ACGLOPQRST. Approved for Student 
membership; sponsored by Randy Julius.

JOSHUA DUPLECHIAN, Trout Unlim-
ited, 3565 Moore Ct., Wheat Ridge, CO 
80033. (H) 208-241-4026, (C) 208-
241-4026, jduplechian@tu.org, https://
www.tu.org. Photographer and filmmaker 
charged with telling the Trout Unlim-
ited story, one campaign and grassroots 
member at a time. As senior producer 
for Trout Unlimited, oversees the visual 
components that go into telling these 
stories. Previously worked as the team 
photographer for the Colorado Rockies 

ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Continued on next page

baseball team and for ESPN, The New 
York Times, Rocky Mountain News and 
the NCAA. He’s also been known to put 
down the camera and pick up a fly rod 
or a shotgun from time to time. (Molly) 
Skills: MOS; Subject Matter: AEGMNR; 
Sections: BCP. Approved for Active mem-
bership; sponsored by Mark Taylor.

GAIL FRANCIS, 6910 Grand Ave., 
Duluth, MN 55807. (H) 715-558-
4544, gailmfrancis@yahoo.com, http://
gailmfrancis.wixsite.com/author-blog. 
Author of “Bliss(ters): How I Walked 
from Mexico to Canada One Summer.” 
Lives with her partner Shane in Duluth, 
Minnesota, next to the Superior Hiking 
Trail that runs 300 miles from Wiscon-
sin to Canada. Runs a small food-based 
business in addition to her full-time job 
reducing carbon pollution. Besides the 
Pacific Crest Trail, she has hiked much 
of the Appalachian Trail, Norge på langs 
(Norway end-to-end), and other hikes 
in Turkey, Europe and North America. 
(Shane Dickey) Skills: BLO; Subject Mat-
ter: GLRT. Approved for Active member-
ship; sponsored by Emily Stone.

JOHN GEIGER III, Game & Fish Mag-
azine, 3330 Chastain Meadows Pkwy., 
Ste. 200, Kennesaw, GA 30144. (C) 
404-934-8928, john.geiger@outdoorsg.
com, http://www.gafmag.com. Oversees 
Game & Fish Magazine editorial and 
production departments, which produce 
28 issues, 10 times per year. Game & 
Fish delivers market-specific information 
and entertainment for avid hunters and 
angers. Content includes where-to-go 
details, plus expert advice on tactics, 
species behavior and gear. Dedicated to 
producing the best magazine and digital 
products possible to serve a nationwide 
audience in a way that serves local out-
door information needs. (Joanie) Skills: 
EOP; Subject Matter: ACDF; Sections: 
M. Approved for Active membership.

SHAWN HAYES-COSTELLO, On 
the Water magazine, 20 Paul James Dr., 
Tiverton, RI 02878. (C) 401-662-6306, 
shawnhayescostello@gmail.com. Active 
member of the outdoor community. 
Works closely with rod builders, charter 
captains and fishing teams to get content 
for their social media sites and websites. 
Also contributes to magazines. Skills: 
OSW; Subject Matter: ABCDFGKLMO-
PRST; Sections: MP. Approved for Active 

membership; sponsored by Tom Keer.
CANDICE HORNER, RECOIL 

magazine, 102 Mockingbird Lane, Box 
Springs, GA 31801. (H) 919-282-4266, 
candi323@gmail.com, https://www.
recoilweb.com. Currently an editor for 
RECOIL magazine where her main 
role is to oversee everything related to 
RECOILweb.com. Has been writing in 
the firearms industry since 2013. (Daniel) 
Skills: DEOW; Subject Matter: CDEF-
GHLST; Sections: M. Approved for 
Active membership; sponsored by Glenn 
Sapir.

SAM LUNGREN, Backcountry Hunters 
& Anglers, 5606 Longview Dr., Mis-
soula, MT 59803. (H) 360-632-7406, 
sam@backcountryhunters.org, https://
www.backcountryhunters.org/. Editor 
of Backcountry Journal for the past 
four years. Prior to that was a full-time 
freelancer, providing writing and photog-
raphy to numerous outdoor publications 
such as Gray’s Sporting Journal, Bugle, 
The Drake, The Flyfish Journal, Fly Rod 
& Reel, Mountain Outlaw, Stonefly and 
others. Skills: EOSW; Subject Matter: 
ABCFGOPRT; Sections: M. Approved 
for Active membership; sponsored by 
Katie McKalip.

BENJAMIN SCHWISTER, W4211 
Kropp Rd., Black Creek, WI 54106. (H) 
920-621-9050, benjamin.schwister@
gmail.com. Currently a student at the 
North American School of Outdoor 
Writing in hopes of learning to master 
the craft of outdoor writing. Has always 
had a burning passion for outdoor recre-
ational sports. Authored a column about 
ATVing for his small hometown newspa-
per. Approved for Student membership; 
sponsored by Roger M. Brunt.

ABIGAIL WISE, Outside magazine, 
941 Calle Mejia, #403, Santa Fe, NM 
87501. (H) 651-324-7341, abwise12@
gmail.com, http://www.abigailwise.com/. 
Online managing editor for Outside 
magazine. She also freelances for publica-
tions like Condé Nast Traveler, Runner’s 
World and Romper. Founder of Sticks & 
Stones, a newsletter about the outdoors, 
women’s issues and badass women doing 
outdoorsy things. Co-founder, Adven-
tures in Wikipedia, a series of editathons, 
in an effort to get more women of the 
outdoor industry onto Wikipedia, where 
female editors and entries are vastly un-

derrepresented. She often speaks at events 
like SXSW, the CORE conference, and 
the New York Travel Festival. Previously a 
senior editor at REI’s Adventure Projects, 
the engagement editor at Outside mag-
azine, an associate editor at Real Simple 
and a part of the Healthy Living team at 
The Huffington Post. Holds a master’s 
degree in journalism from Northwestern 
University’s Medill School of Journalism. 
In her free time, she can be found in the 
mountains or desert with her two dogs. 
Skills: EWX; Subject Matter: ABCEGH-
LMNOPRS; Sections: M. Approved for 
Active membership; sponsored by Sam 
Lungren.

DREW YOUNGEDYKE, National 
Wildlife Federation, 213 W. Liberty St., 
Ste. 200, Ann Arbor, MI 48104. (H) 
734-757-0408, (W) 734-887-7119, 
youngedyked@nwf.org, http://blog. 
nwf.org/authors/drew-youngedyke/. 
Communications coordinator, National 
Wildlife Federation’s Great Lakes Re-
gional Center. Freelance outdoor writer 
with articles published in Woods’N’Wa-
ter News, Michigan Outdoor News 
and Michigan Out-of-Doors. (Michele 
Matouka) Skills: IOQ; Subject Matter: 
CFGOPR; Sections: C. Approved for 
Active membership; sponsored by David 
Rose.

REINSTATED MEMBERS
Reinstated member listings include 

references to acronyms that relate to skills, 
subject matter and sections. A key for those 
acronyms can be found at http://owaa.org/
ou/about-owaa-skills-subject-matter- 
sections/.

JOHN G. CACCIUTTI, (Active) 504 
S. Heilbron Dr., Media, PA 19063. (C) 
610-517-5985, (W) 610-891-7254, (F) 
610-891-0709, jcacciutti@comcast.net. 
Freelance writer and photographer cov-
ering boating, personal watercraft, travel 
and automobiles. Credits in Elite Traveler, 
Trailer Boats, Salt Water Sportsman, Pow-
erboat, BoatTest.com. (Theresa) Skills: 
SW; Subject Matter: BHJKLM; Sections: 
MP. 

ROBERT DUERR, (Senior-Active) 99 
Honolii Place, Hilo, HI 96720. (W) 808-
937-9104, surf77@mac.com. Freelance 
writer and photographer,  
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Hawaii Fishing News, National Fisher-
man, Cousteau Society. Kappa Produc-
tions Ltd., scriptwriter and film producer 
for NASA, U.S. Deptartment of the 
Treasury, AC/DC, Tim McGraw. Tele 
Award, Cine Award. (Adriana) Skills: 
CMORTW; Subject Matter: BJKLOR; 
Sections: BM.

KIRK MANTAY, River Mud Blog, 
(Active) 6113 Maylane Dr., Baltimore, 
MD 21212. (H) 443-935-5199, (C) 443-
935-5199, (W) 443-935-5199, balto.
swampthing@gmail.com, http:// 
rivermud.blogspot.com. Since 2007, has 
been the chief writer and site adminis-
trator of the River Mud Blog, an out-
doors-focused website primarily dedicated 
to Mid-Atlantic and East Coast hunting, 
fishing and outdoors pursuits. Writing 
has also been featured in The Roanoke 
Times and newsletters of various small or-
ganizations like the Virginia Native Plant 
Society. Employed as a wetland biologist 
since 1997, has focused on habitat resto-
ration since 2003, and has worked solely 
in the environmental nonprofit field 
since early 2006. His positions at Ducks 
Unlimited, the Chesapeake Bay Trust and 
the South River Federation have required 
significant public outreach through tar-
geted online and print communications 
pieces to project funders, environmental 
regulators, the hunting and fishing com-
munity, and the general public. Serves as 
an adjunct professor at local community 
colleges, teaching courses in environmen-
tal science, ecology and geography. He 
enjoys spending his free time outdoors 
on the Delmarva Peninsula with his wife 
Amy and their son Henry. (Amy) Skills: 
CILO; Subject Matter: ACDFJKLO-
QRS; Sections: C.

SHELBY GONZALEZ, (Active) 1405 
N. 20th St., H102, Renton, WA 98053. 
(C) 218-341-2584, shelbygonzalez@
gmail.com, http://shelbygonzalez.com. 
By day a senior digital copywriter for 
outdoor retailer REI, where she has 
helped shape major initiatives like Force 
of Nature and #OptOutside. Writer 
and host of the forthcoming adventure 
podcast “Sea & Jungle.” Formerly an 
outdoor columnist (Miss Guided) and 
prolific freelancer. She is also founder 
of The Reverie, a phone-based writing 
school modeled on the historic Australian 

“school of the air.” Skills: CEILNOWX; 
Subject Matter: GJLMOQRSU; Sections: 
BCM.

CREDENTIALS REVIEWS
The following members have successfully 

passed the review of their member  
credentials:

Ruth Hoyt
Ken Keffer
John Kruse
Shawn Perich
David Sikes

NEW SUPPORTING GROUPS, 
AGENCIES AND BUSINESSES

Supporting Group listings include ref-
erences to acronyms that relate to resources 
they provide. A key for those acronyms 
can be found at http://.owaa.org/ou/
about-owaa-supporter-resources/.

NRA WHITTINGTON CENTER, P.O. 
Box 700 34025 Hwy. 64 W., Raton, NM 
87740. Contact: Joshua Adams, executive 
director. (W) 575-445-3615, (Toll Free) 
800-494-4853, (F) 575-445-9418, jad-
ams@nrawc.com, http://www.nrawc.org/. 
The National Rifle Association’s Whit-
tington Center is a nonprofit organization 
located in Raton, New Mexico. Founded 
in 1973, the National Rifle Association’s 
Whittington Center is America’s greatest 
shooting destination. The NRA Whit-
tington Center has 18 different ranges, 
including a 1,000-yard high-power rifle 
range, four silhouette ranges, sporting 
clays, trap, skeet and 5-stand, an archery 
range, a steel target and AR-15 range and 
more. Dynamic firearm instruction in 
defensive pistol, carbine and shotgun and 
precision long-range rifle training is avail-
able through our Whittington University. 
Supporter Resources: O.

REINSTATED SUPPORTING 
GROUPS, AGENCIES AND  
BUSINESSES

Supporting Group listings include ref-
erences to acronyms that relate to resources 
they provide. A key for those acronyms 
can be found at http://.owaa.org/ou/
about-owaa-supporter-resources/.

AMERICAN FLY FISHING TRADE 
ASSOCIATION, 321 E. Main St. Ste. 
300, Bozeman, MT 59715. Contact: Ben 
Bulis, president and CEO, ben@affta.
com, www.affta.com. The American Fly 
Fishing Trade Association is the sole trade 
organization for the fly-fishing industry. 
Our mission is to promote the sustained 
growth of the fly-fishing industry. To that 
end, our efforts are focused on achieving 
three strategic objectives: growing de-
mand for fly-fishing products by attract-
ing an ever-expanding audience to the 
sport, promoting better business practices 
and professional development oppor-
tunities for members, and providing a 
clear, loud voice to elected officials and 
government agencies on issues ranging 
from the protection and rehabilitation of 
fly-fishing habitats to tax-related issues 
important to the fly-fishing community. 
As a member of AFFTA, you become 
a significant factor in the accomplish-
ment of the association’s strategic goals; 
you help support the promotion of 
the sport of fly-fishing to new anglers 
whose fly-fishing purchases will build the 
economic growth and the importance of 
the fly-fishing industry. Your membership 
support also strengthens the association 
membership’s voice in legislative and 
environmental actions, which are ongoing 
and more and more directly affect our 
industry. As a member of AFFTA, you are 
taking a leadership role in strengthening 
the fly-fishing industry and your business. 
Supporter Resources: CP.

SPORTSMEN’S ALLIANCE, 801 
Kingsmill Pkwy., Columbus, OH 43229. 
Contact: Brian Lynn, vice president 
marketing and communications. (W) 
614-888-4868, blynn@sportsmensal-
liance.org, www.sportsmensalliance.org. 
The Sportsmen’s Alliance is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the protection 
and advancement of hunting, fishing and 
trapping. We protect sportsmen from 
animal rights initiatives in all 50 state 
legislatures and at the federal level, in 
the court system and at the ballot box. 
Supporter Resources: CO.

DECEASED MEMBERS

Sheila K. Link
Max Reed •

Continued from previous page
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WIND RIVER VISITORS COUNCIL

Oregon Trail anniversary offers story ideas

THOSE OF US WHO live in Wyoming find long road 
trips to be undaunting, even familiar. Spending four 
hours driving from one part of the state to another isn’t 

unusual.
But every time I make a pilgrimage from east to west, I find 

myself thinking of the thousands of emigrants who spent days 
on end covering the same country I zip over at 70 mph; of the 
challenges they faced walking alongside covered wagons while I 
adjust my air conditioning by two degrees; and of the aspirations 
that fueled them while I enjoy the convenience of visiting my 
in-laws 300 miles away.

This summer marks the 175th anniversary of the Oregon 
Trail. Cross-country races are being planned in honor of this 
anniversary, but I think we should slow down to find its stories. 
After all, America’s pioneers didn’t cross the nation in a matter of 
days.

There’s reason to spend more time on one stretch of the trail 
to write about this anniversary. The Oregon-Mormon-Califor-
nia Trails and Pony Express all cross the Continental Divide in 
Wyoming’s Wind River Country. Were it not for South Pass — a 
wide and gently climbing route that allowed wagons to cross 

the Continental Divide, America would not stretch “from sea to 
shining sea.”

Cruise along U.S. Route 287 in Wyoming’s Fremont County 
to see the landmark of Split Rock, which, as a famous discernible 
landmark, acted as a beacon for the pioneers who crossed the 
prairie. Step in the ruts of the trail or pull a Mormon handcart 
just a short drive from Split Rock. Visit pioneer graves and 
spend time in the towns that America’s first wild road trip gave 
birth to, towns like South Pass City. 

Scouts discovered gold near South Pass sometime after the 
great migration that opened up the area; 150 years ago this sum-
mer, South Pass City boomed to life as a result. Forty original 
buildings have been preserved in what is now South Pass City 
State Historic Site. Slow down your road trip to walk the inter-
pretive trails, sip sarsaparillas and sample candy at the saloon and 
general store. You can even try your hand at gold panning.

Plan your road trip down America’s memory lane to coincide 
with Gold Rush Days, July 7-8. The annual celebration will be 
extravagant this year, including live music, fireworks, tours of the 
Carissa Gold Mine, and the old standby of blasting an anvil into 
the air. •

SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT

wildlife while simultaneously destroying 
public resources should outrage hunters 
and anyone else interested in preserving 
our wild legacy. If the government agen-
cies we set up to manage and protect our 
wildlife are unwilling or unable to do so, 
hunters must take up the challenge or tell 
our children to sell their rifles, bows and 
shotguns and take up golf.

If you are committed to the future of 
hunting, don’t merely monitor the spread 
of chronic wasting disease. Dig into this 
issue and take it to your audiences with a 
call to action. Interview your state’s wild-
life officials and tell your audience where 
they stand — or where they refuse to take 
a stand — on the issue.

 Urge your readers, viewers or listeners 
to hold their conservation agencies and 

elected officials accountable for inac-
tion on the biggest threat to wildlife in 
decades. For more information, you can 
send them to the Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease Alliance’s website (http://cwd-info.
org/). 

The time for monitoring is past. It’s 
time for action.

• Circle of Chiefs articles are written by 
those who have received the Jade of Chiefs 
Award for conservation reporting and 
coverage. The Jade of Chiefs honorees are 
considered OWAA’s conservation council. 
The article reflects the opinion of the author. 
If you’d like to add to the discussion, please 
send a letter to the editor.  •

— George Harrison won 
the Jade of Chiefs award in 
1981 and the Ham Brown 
award in 2006. He served 
as OWAA president in 
1985. Harrison, a nature journalist, wrote 
a monthly column for Sports Afield for 25 
years; was an editor for National Wildlife 
for 42 years and a founding editor of Birds 
& Blooms. He has authored 14 books and 
hosted six PBS specials.

— Jim Low joined the 
Circle of Chiefs in 2009. 
His career included stints 
as a general assignment 
reporter, magazine editor 
and as a public information officer for the 
Arkansas Game & Fish Commission and 
the Missouri Department of Conservation.

Continued from page 9
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Meet a member
NAME: Raymond “Lefty Ray” Chapa
RESIDENCE: San Antonio, Texas
OWAA MEMBER SINCE: 2015

HOW DID YOU GET THE 
NICKNAME “LEFTY RAY”? It 
originated from when I was 
on my high school golf team 
in north Texas, and yes, I am 
left-handed.

AREA(S) OF OUTDOOR 
COMMUNICATION: I con-
sider myself an outdoor pho-
tographer first, then outdoor 
writer. Once I have the photos, 
then I can write about a subject.

WHAT DREW YOU TO THE FIELD? 
I have been involved in photography 
since I was 15 years old. Once I picked up 
fly-fishing the two merged together. About 99 
percent of the time I have a fly rod in one hand and 
a camera hanging around my neck at the same time.

WHAT ENTICED YOU TO JOIN OWAA? I was invited to be 

a speaker at the OWAA conference in McAllen, 
Texas, and liked what I saw. At that time I 

was the incoming president of the Texas 
Outdoor Writers Association and felt 

that I could contribute and learn from 
participating in OWAA. Since then 

I have presented three times at the 
“Shoot from the Heart” session 
during the photography section 
meetings.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOR-
ITE OUTDOOR ACTIVITY? 
Fly-fishing from a kayak on 
a shallow saltwater flat on the 

Texas coast.

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY 
WORKING ON? A story with photos 

on Nighthawk Bay for Southwest Fly 
Fishing magazine.

ANY ADVICE FOR NEW MEMBERS?  Take 
advantage of networking at the OWAA 
conference. •

Photo courtesy Lefty Ray Chapa


