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ON THE COVER
By Dawn Faught
“Harley loves the snow although in this photo shoot — you could see 
by his eyes that the snow turned out to be a lot deeper than what he 
had planned!” Faught said. “All I have to do is get the camera out 
and call him — he loves to ham it up for me.” You can veiw more of 
Faught’s photography at www.rushridge.com. 
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The perfect press release? 
 Supporters, this one’s for you. OU Editor 
Ashley Schroeder provides tips and tricks 
for improving your press releases. To fi nd 
out how to engage more members of the 
media, be sure to read “Improve effective-
ness of press releases” at www.owaa.org/
ou/2011/11/how-to-improve-effectiveness-
of-press-releases.

Forget fancy formatting 
 In this Editor’s Blog post, the case is 
made for “less is more” when creating 
documents in word processing programs. 
Check out “Hold the bold, please” at www. 
owaa.org/ou/2011/11/hold-the-bold-please.

How to copy text from 
PDF 
 Mac users: Have you ever found 
yourself wishing you could easily copy 
text from PDF — without having to type 
everything out? To fi nd out how, read 
“From PDF to Word” at www.owaa.org/
ou/2011/11/from-pdf-to-word.

“
”

Welcome to OU’s Online 
Exclusives! This page fea-
tures a sneak peek of all 
the extras we just couldn’t 
fit into the monthly publi-
cation. To check out these 
bonus features, refer the 
website links mentioned 
below.
–ASHLEY SCHROEDER, OU EDITOR

 Join conversations with other members and supporters who use OWAA’s social media pages to discuss outdoor industry news, 
current journalism trends, OWAA events and more.
 Plus, you don’t want to miss out on online-only promotions, including product giveaways and exclusive sales.
 Follow OWAA on Twitter at www.twitter.com/OWAAonline and Facebook at www.facebook.com/OWAAonline.

OWAA’S 85th BIRTHDAY

Get connected: Join OWAA’s social networks

 OWAA turns 85 this coming spring. And we’re celebrating! 
 We’re looking for member contributions to include in a com-
memorative edition of Oudoors Unlimited, which will be published 
March 2012. 
   Fond memories
   Goals for the future
   Pictures, old and new
 Deadline for content is Feb. 1, 2012. For more details about what 
we’re looking for, go to www.owaa.org/ou/2011/11/ help-celebrate-
owaa-85th-birthday.

Online Exclusives

Yo
u a

re co
rdially invited ...

... to help us celebrate!
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President’s Message

The winter board meeting will take place in February 2012. 
We’ll publish the board meeting agenda beforehand, plus 
the entire meeting minutes after the meeting.

The reason I bring this up is to ask you to send in any items you 
would like to have discussed. Now is the time for you to do this. 
Send an email before Dec. 15 to Robin Giner at rginer@owaa.org 
so she can get it on the agenda.

I intend to bring up fi nancial issues, as the 
OWAA budget is about $30,000 short. I know 
that historically, the way of keeping revenue up 
was to solicit new members and also make the 
conference budget such that some revenue was 
generated.

I always thought it was not the best business 
model. It works so long as there were plenty of 
new members and that members would attend 
the conference. And this was the case when the 
economy was in good shape and before the rise 
of new media. But things have changed. 

Annually since 2008, our organization has 
seen an increase of about 100 new members and supporters, with 
about 300 people attending the OWAA conference. Yet, despite 
new professionals affi liating with OWAA every year, those num-
bers have not generated enough income for OWAA, as our overall 
membership and conference attendance numbers are less than years 
past. This is a shame because the conference programs are better 
than ever. But with everyone watching their personal budgets, they 
aren’t able or don’t seem to fi nd value in investing to attend confer-
ence. 

The old way of doing outdoor writing, that is, to rely solely on 
income from publishing articles in newspapers and magazines, is 
hurting because so many of these media have gone out of business.

What can OWAA members do to maintain income generated 
from outdoor communication? Whether you write books, produce 
videos or outdoor TV programming, or have a website that gener-
ates a profi t, it doesn’t matter. What does matter is to plan for it and 
set goals.

I am not going to suggest different ways of earning income. 
What I am going to suggest is that members set attainable goals for 
themselves, regardless of the project. One way many people, not 
just outdoor communicators, set goals is by using the “S.M.A.R.T.” 
method. 
 S = Specifi c
 M = Measurable
 A = Attainable
 R = Realistic
 T = Timely
Goal setting and detailed planning helped me succeed when I set 

out to start a radio program. I fi rst fi gured out a budget to see if I 
could make it work. I was prepared to fund the program for an en-
tire year, understanding that I would fi rst have to prove we could do 
a program. As it turns out, I earned suffi cient revenue from advertis-
ers and about 80 affi liates the fi rst year. I researched different pro-
gram lengths, production methods and so on. When we did our fi rst 
effort on getting affi liates and advertisers, we were prepared and it 
was a modest success that fi rst year, later growing to 527 affi liates.

We all should set goals for the coming year. Goals keep you 
focused and on target. It is essential that your goal planning include 
a projected budget. If you can’t make something work because 
it doesn’t make you money, you’ll be better off doing like Ben 
Franklin suggested for doubling your money: fold it and put it back 
in your pocket.

There are a number of outdoor communicators doing well and 
making money with their websites and blogs. One earns $3,000 to 
$4,000 a month on her two websites. Another earns passive income 
from Google advertising on his site. He writes a newsletter for 
marine mechanics. Yet another communicator parlayed the sales of 
saltwater fi shing lures into signifi cant income. And he continues to 
write for a magazine.

All of these entrepreneurial writers have one thing in common. 
They set goals in order to make things happen for them. Will you? 

— OWAA President Mike Walker, 
mike@walkeragency.com

Goal setting a must for large organizations, small businesses, individuals

MIKE WALKER

www.owaa.org/ou/
category/market
Jobs and editorial-needs lisitings 
are updated throughout the month!
Be sure to use your username and password.
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From the Executive Director’s Desk

I had a heck of a time writing this 
month’s column. I guess we’ll chalk 
it up to the affl iction that besets every 

writer now and again: Ye Olde Writers’ 
Block. But that’s what draws us closer as a 
community — the fact that when one of us 
is suffering this affl iction, there are another 
999 others out there 
who can understand 
exactly where we’re 
coming from.

On a Monday 
evening last month, 
OWAA’s staff, along 
with Missoula, Mont.-
based Board members 
Paul Queneau and 
Katie McKalip, wel-
comed some of those 
kindred souls — local outdoor communica-
tors — to a low-key gathering at Missoula’s 
Union Club. “Off the Record” was the name 
of the event, the brainchild of Queneau, 
which brought 14 individuals out to mix and 
mingle. The gathering will no doubt grow in 
popularity among area media folk once the 
word is out.

Among those at the Union Club were stu-
dents from the OWAA University of Mon-
tana Student Chapter. They’re up and run-
ning, and meeting regularly. The two active 
student groups (The University of Montana-
Missoula and University of Missouri) are an 
excellent example of how OWAA members 
took the opportunity to build a community 
by helping establish an OWAA Student 
Chapter at their alma maters.

A sense of belonging is what we’re all af-
ter, right? That’s why you belong to OWAA. 
But continuing to build that community 
is something we could all be doing in our 
hometowns across the country. Just put up a 
fl yer or two, maybe a free ad on your local 
events calendar. Always wanted to pick the 
brain of a successful regional photographer? 
Now you have an excuse to email him or 
her. It doesn’t take much to gather a few 
folks — whether at a local coffee shop, wa-
tering hole, or even your public library. You 
might be surprised the future friends, unique 
talents, and even potential OWAA members, 
in your neck of the woods. 

If you’re interested in starting either 

program in your local community, contact 
OWAA headquarters. We’re happy to offer 
tips and suggestions to help you build your 
own local community of outdoor writers. 

As Howard Thurman, a prominent civil 
rights leader once said, “Community cannot 
for long feed on itself; it can only fl ourish 
with the coming of others from beyond, 
their unknown and undiscovered brothers.” 

We can languish in the company of the 
same-old same-old, or we can take the 
opportunity to let our community fl our-
ish by increasing its number through local 
outreach efforts like Off the Record and 
student groups. We’re open to ideas — what 
ideas do you have for increasing your own 
community, and thus the greater outdoor 
communications community?

One of the best opportunities you have 
to build community is at OWAA’s annual 
conference. In addition to enhancing your 
skills, fi lling your story fi les, and adding 
to your store of life experiences, you have 
an incredible opportunity to increase your 
own personal community by spending a few 
days immersed with other like-minded writ-
ers and outdoorsmen.

Jessica Pollet, OWAA’s Membership and 
Conference Services Coordinator, and I 

recently returned from locales in the South-
east where we visited potential host cities 
for the 2014 annual conference. The short 
list of host cities includes Knoxville, Tenn.; 
Birmingham, Ala.; and Houma, La. Any of 
these locations would offer an amazing con-
ference experience. In Knoxville, you have 
easy access to Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. In Birmingham, you will fi nd 
the most urban green space per capita, and 
an elaborate network of greenways linking 
parks and preserves around the area. Houma 
offers the opportunity to tour coastal wet-
lands and learn about the many challenges 
they’re facing. 

In coming weeks, Pollett and I will put 
together draft budgets, and weigh the oppor-
tunities at all the locations, and will have a 
decision in place by the end of the year. An 
offi cial announcement of the 2014 confer-
ence location will be made in February.

Until we meet again after the New Year, 
here’s wishing you and your family many 
fond holiday wishes from our little Mis-
soula community to yours. 

— OWAA Executive Director Robin Giner, 
rginer@owaa.org

Bring the spirit of OWAA to your hometown

ROBIN GINER

Local outdoor communicators met recently for an informal networking event, Off  the Record, in Missoula, Mont. From left, 
Paul Queneau, Joel Webster, PJ DelHomme, Jerry Redfern and Sam Lungren were among more than a dozen attendees. 
OWAA staff  photo.
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National Affairs and Environment

The controversy surrounding our nation’s forest and 
public lands is a day to day headline, particularly 
throughout the West. This year has been no exception. 

A single bill, H.R. 1581, called the Roadless and Wilderness 
Area Release Act, has been opposed by organizations and indi-
viduals who have short term goals, rather than long term vision 
for our national public lands. 

To understand the controversy surrounding H.R. 1581, we 
must start in the 1970s. At that 
time, the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and U.S. Forest Service were 
instructed to evaluate millions of 
acres of public land to determine 
which areas were suitable for 
wilderness designation and which 
areas should be released to multi-

ple-use management. Based on the evaluation, Forest Service 
professional staff recommended 15 million acres be designated 
as wilderness, 10.7 million acres needed additional study, and 
approximately 36 million acres be released to local manage-
ment. The BLM recommended 6.7 million acres as unsuitable 
for wilderness designation and should be managed locally. 
Unfortunately, to be adopted, these recommendations needed 
Congressional action. H.R. 1581 is that needed action to adopt 
the agency recommendations. 

Before Safari Club International took a position on H.R. 
1581, the impacts on wildlife habitat conservation and the future 
benefi ts for hunters were reviewed. After discussions with wild-
life and forestry professionals and members of the recreation 
community, SCI determined H.R. 1581 would benefi t hunters 
by increasing sportsmen’s access to public lands and promot-
ing wildlife conservation through active management. SCI has 

Recently-introduced federal legislation called the 
Wilderness and Roadless Area Release Act (H.R. 
1581 and S. 1087) promises increased access to public 

lands and is touted by some as a pro-access tool for sportsmen 
and land management. In reality, this bill does nothing to resolve 
existing access issues. Instead, it opens prime walk-in hunting 
and fi shing areas and key fi sh and wildlife habitat on more than 

56 million acres to industrial development. 
Sportsmen need roads to access hunt-

ing and fi shing, and 380,000 miles of roads 
currently exist on U.S. Forest Service lands, 
enabling access by sportsmen and others to 
the places, including roadless areas, where 
we go to fi nd big bucks and bulls, wild trout 
and outdoor experiences far removed from 
towns and cities. Most public lands users 
will say that the biggest access problem 
stems from private land blocking access to 

public lands. The Wilderness and Roadless Area Release Act 
would jeopardize hunting and fi shing by prioritizing industry’s 
interests over sound land management, the needs of fi sh and 
wildlife and the interests of hunters and anglers.    

Like much of what comes out of Washington, D.C., this legis-
lation is downright confusing. It equates national forest roadless 
areas with Bureau of Land Management wilderness study areas, 
insinuating that roadless areas are locked up as de facto wilder-
ness — an untrue and blatantly misleading claim.

National forest roadless areas are defi ned as contiguous 
blocks of backcountry public land, 5,000 acres or larger, without 
improved roads. Forty-nine million acres in 37 states are man-
aged under the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule and 
another 9.3 million acres under the Idaho Roadless Rule. 

TRCP: Bill wouldn’t resolve existing 
access issues; it opens hunting, fi sh-
ing, habitat areas to development

Wilderness and Roadless Area Release Act

SCI: Bill would increase hunter and 
angler access to lands and allow 
active forest management

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

BY MELISSA SIMPSON
Safari Club International Director of  Gorvernment Affairs and Conservation

BY JOEL WEBSTER
Director of  Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership Center for Western Lands

The National Affairs and Environment Committee offered Safari Club 
International and the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership the 
opportunity to do a point/counterpoint article on H.R. 1581, the Wilderness 
and Roadless Release Act. 

“[They are] two of the groups that have been most vocal on opposite 
sides of the issue,” said committee chair Jodi Stemler.
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Character Sketch: Peter Schroeder

When you meet Peter 
Schroeder there are 
two unmistakable things 

you immediately learn, he’s person-
able and as you’d expect from a for-
mer nuclear engineer, he’s intelligent.

Lisa Densmore remembers meet-
ing Schroeder while attending her 
fi rst Outdoor Writers Association of 
America conference. Densmore, an 
Emmy-winning television host and 
producer, said she loved his outgoing 
and warm-welcoming nature. 

“When you meet him it’s easy 
to tell he’s a bright and perceptive 
man,” Densmore said.

Schroeder grew up in Louisville, 
Ky., and he said that as a boy he was 
fanatic about hunting and fi shing. As 
he grew into his young adult years 
he hit a point where he felt he had 
already done it all; hunted all the 
game and fi shed all the fi sh. Schro-
eder needed more purpose in his life 
and found that through pursuing an 
education in science.

He received his bachelor’s degree 
in electrical engineering from Princ-
eton University and later a master’s 
degree in nuclear engineering from 
the University of New Mexico. Schroeder worked on many nuclear-
related projects focused on United States military and defense. He 
worked at Sandia National Laboratories, Los Alamos National Lab-
oratory, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and the Nevada 
National Security Site, previously named the Nevada Test Site. 

He decided to leave the fi eld in his late twenties due to confl icted 
feelings about the destructive power behind nuclear work, stating 
that, “The physics was wonderful but the end result was disturb-
ing.”

Schroeder went on to receive his master’s in business administra-
tion from Stanford University and combined other interests to start 
international businesses. They were largely environmental projects 
and took place in many countries including Belgium, Germany, 
Ireland and Australia.

Such projects ranged from developing a plastic product used to 

line industrial waste bins that prevent 
damaging environmental problems to 
creating sealing plastics for Airbus, a 
European aerospace company that has 
produced almost half of the world’s jet 
airliners.

Schroeder began having pains in his 
back in his late thirties that escalated 
to being too painful to walk. He was 
diagnosed with multiple myeloma, 
a cancer in the plasma cells in bone 
marrow believed to be a side-effect of 
his time exposed to radiation while at 
the various nuclear research facilities. 
The doctors said it was terminal and 
that he only had several years to live.

“Diseases come from the way that 
you live so when I was diagnosed with 
cancer I decided I needed to change 
everything about my life,” he said.

Schroeder decided to make major 
life changes and traveled the world for 
healing. He eventually found himself 
in India where he stayed with a mystic 
healer for three years. The mystic 
healer taught Schroeder that cancer is 
just a name and when people are faced 
with death they react in three differ-
ent ways: they accept, reject or ignore 
it. 

Through his time spent with the 
mystic healer, he came to terms with 
his mortality, at which point the mys-

tic healer told him, “If you want to die now, you can.”
Schroeder decided to live and he returned to the U.S.
Combining his love for writing and passion for the outdoors and 

traveling, Schroeder became a freelance journalist, which is a career 
path he continues to follow. His main topics of coverage are winter 
sports, destination charter sailing, scuba diving and adventure travel.

Schroeder said that he is most proud of a series of stories on 
Puget Sound that helped lead to the protection of the Wolf Eel and 
enjoys working on an annual western snow sports guide.

“Good stories are stories that have an angle that no one else has 
found,” he said, also adding that you need “juicy quotes.”

Risa Wyatt, a freelance journalist, said, “Peter has a zest for life 
and wants to make every moment count.” 

BY WIL MacALLISTER

Schroeder is pictured during a hike in Utah this past summer. Photo courtesy of  Peter 
Schroeder.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

From nuclear engineer to outdoor writer
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One of the greatest rewards of hav-
ing the 2012 Alaska conference 
in September is the abundance 

of sport-fi shing opportunities available 
statewide. Each year, I personally block out 
the last week of August through the fi rst 
week of September for coho salmon fi shing 
because it doesn’t get any better than this, 
anywhere. Rainbow trout and char fi shing 
is superb, and pike and grayling are feeding 
aggressively to fatten up for the long winter.

If you fl y-fi sh small streams, on an aver-
age day expect to catch and release 10 to 
40 or more coho salmon weighing 8 to 20 
pounds each. Action is good on the road 
system, via saltwater trolling or on fl y-outs 
to remote streams. For the brightest fi sh, 
you’ll want to focus on Alaska’s coastal ar-
eas such as Valdez, Kenai or Seward, where 
fresh fi sh are coming in on the tide. The 
marine fi shing begins in mid-August, and 
continues until well after conference when 
the fi sh are in local streams and rivers. 

There will be a sponsored multi-day 
fi shing and sightseeing trip to Valdez, plus 
a special three-day salmon and grayling 
fi shing adventure with Arctic Grayling 
Outfi tters for up to four writers on assign-
ment. Application details for these and other 
FAM trips will be posted on the conference 
website, www.owaa.org/2011conference, 
before year’s end. 

Other trips can be custom planned to 
meet the needs of members arriving and 
departing Alaska at different times. Often-
times, this is the best way to enjoy fi shing 
opportunities available in the fall. 

Here’s an overview of what you can 
expect:

Starting out close to the conference site, 
the upper Chena River offers world-class, 
catch-and-release grayling fi shing. The 
nearby Chatanika River and the Delta Clear-
water River near Delta Junction also offer 
some of the Interior’s fi nest grayling fi shing 

accessible via the road system. Expect fair 
to good fi shing before and after conference. 

From Fairbanks, fl y-out fi shing oppor-
tunities for northern pike run about $180 
per person per day, or $300 for a three-day, 
two-night trip. You supply all the fi shing 
gear and food, and receive transportation to 
and from a cabin, plus use of a stove, boat 
and motor. Consider this trip before confer-
ence, as air charter operators get busy once 
September moose season rolls around.

If you are driving an RV, consider a 
custom fi shing adventure along the road 
system. The Kenai Peninsula, as well as 
the many streams and rivers throughout 
Prince William Sound, offer excellent silver 
salmon opportunities. Big rainbows on the 
Kenai, as well as char, are available via 
do-it-yourself or guided trips. You’ll also 
fi nd good action on streams along the Parks 
Highway that heads north to Fairbanks. 
Stop at Montana Creek, the Talkeetna River 
tributaries, Willow Creek or the Little 
Susitna River for the best action.

Do-it-yourselfers with several weeks 
to spend may want to consider remote 

travel trips to the Brooks Range or western 
Alaska, but contact me for details if you are 
planning this type of adventure. 

Halibut and bottom-fi shing day charter 
trips will be available in late August through 
early September. Most of the charter fl eet 
shuts down soon after Labor Day, so book 
your saltwater excursions early. 

If you prefer a fi shing FAM tour, choose 
one when they become available at year’s 
end. If you are planning to fi sh on your own 
at your own pace and need help customizing 
your adventure, drop me an email telling me 
what you want to do, and I’ll point you in 
the right direction to make the most of your 
time in Alaska. 

 

2012 Conference: Chena Hot Springs Resort, Alaska

BY CHRIS BATIN

Chris Batin has been a 
member since 1979. He is the 
2012 conference local chair. 
He is also editor and publisher 
of Alaska Angler, and Alaska 
Hunter Productions and Video 
Productions. Contact him at 
ChrisBatin@AlaskaAngler.
com.

Alaska fi shing is off the hook in September

Amy Franz with a coho salmon she caught from Prince William Sound in late August. Photo by Chris Batin.
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RADIO 106
 When you are interviewed on radio, there 
is a strong possibility the host or hosts will 
want to include a Q-and-A session with 
listeners. Be prepared for listeners who call 
in often. They are not interested in your 
viewpoint; they just want to make sure you 
hear their viewpoint. Do what you can to 
control Q-and-A time before it goes too far 
off the topic.
 The majority of radio programs, even 
small local shows, are streamed on the 
Internet. A week in advance, take a few 
minutes to listen to the same radio show 
you are doing an interview on. This allows 
you to get a sense for how the host controls 
(or doesn’t control) callers and how much 
time they normally allow for Q-and-A.
 My experience is that most radio hosts 
do not have a solid handle on breaking up 
the monologue from a caller. In this case 
you are on your own and should be prepared 
with what I refer to as “Radio IT.” Radio IT 
is not about computer information technolo-
gy, it means “radio interruption techniques.” 
When a caller gets on the air, give them a 
few moments to get to their point. Remem-
ber, radio audiences are very fi ckle! They 
cannot see a face or body language; they 
only hear voices and a caller droning on will 
cause a listener to change the station rapidly.
 Make sure to write down the caller’s fi rst 
name (which they always announce) and 
use it with authority to sum up the caller’s 
question. Or if the caller is droning on and 
never gets to a question, then have one 
ready for them. Offer it up as, “So Paula, 
it sounds like you are concerned about the 
new legislation pertaining to the state’s 
concealed weapon carry law.” 
 Once you have interrupted the caller, 
be ready to roll with an answer. There is 

no reason to go back to the same caller. 
Instead, go on to the next caller or return to 
the interview with the host.

RADIO 107
 Radio interruption techniques take prac-
tice. If a caller is droning on and on during 
your radio interview, be ready to nudge 
them back to your subject. For example, 
“Roger, I appreciate your calling in and 
there are a lot of other listeners who want 
to weigh in on this subject, so stay tuned 
and we’ll get more feedback on this issue.” 
Typically, the radio guest does not have to 
cut off a droning caller, but it never hurts 
to be prepared. I’ve used this technique 
more than once when a radio host does not 
control the fl ow. 
 Keep in mind that a radio interview is 
fast paced — it lives and breathes. Practice 
with your own tape recordings to make sure 
you aren’t droning on and on.
 In an email to your host prior to the in-
terview, mention that you welcome call-ins 
as long as they are not toxic. Sharing with 
a radio host what you expect during the 
interview might seem a little pushy, but be 
aware that some hosts think on-air joust-
ing is enjoyable, and it probably is when 
it is offered as a one-on-one with the host 
responding to the caller. I have no problem 
with jousting as long as I know the rules of 
fair play going into the interview. 

RADIO 108
 This is where we start to get into the 
“nitty gritty” of a radio interview. You — 
yes, you, the guest — may need to help the 
show host limit the number of callers in 
each segment and control the tone of the 
interview. For a little test, close your eyes 
and picture three people (show host, you 
and a caller) all trying to talk over the top of 
each other. 
 It is confusing to listeners if all three 

parties are talking over each other, or even 
worse, doing any type of verbal mud-
slinging. Think of it in terms of watching a 
tennis match, except you can’t see the ball 
volleyed back and forth  Frustrated listeners 
will turn off the show. No one wins if listen-
ers don’t stay engaged in the topic being 
discussed. 
 If you are taking your time to do the 
radio interview, I assume you want listeners 
to hear what you have to say. More impor-
tantly, are you clear about what you want 
the listener to buy — whether a product or 
the idea behind your program or mission? 

RADIO 109
 How many sound bites do you have 
down pat in your radio interview? If the an-
swer is less then two per segment, go back 
to the drawing board and work on more. For 
each 12-minute segment, have a minimum 
of two or three products or product pitches 
that could be integrated into the interview. 
 Take a look at a product other then your 
own. In this case, I’ll use gun safes. If I 
were a manufacturer with a new product 
line and I was being interviewed on radio, 
I would make up a list of pitches based on 
fi rearm vaults, safes and lockers. 
 Each of these three pitches is about a 
different type of product for a different use. 
I’d hone pitches that highlighted something 
unique in each product line, using a simple 
word or short phrase that could stick in a 
listener’s mind. 

BY DEB FERNS

Deb Ferns, of Tucson, Ariz., is 
co-founder of the women’s action 
shooting camps, Babes with Bul-
lets, held across the country since 
2004. She also writes a column, 
“Outside My Comfort Zone,” 
and is the executive producer of 
the Babes with Bullets webisodes 
hosted at OutdoorChannel.com. 
Contact her at dferns@earthlink.
net.

Be the best on radio
 When Deb Ferns, author of “Babes with Bullets,” released her book in early 2006, she wasn’t prepared for the numerous 
requests for radio interviews she received. With the experience of more than 500 radio interviews, plus hosting her own local 
talk radio show for several years, Ferns gives helpful hints on how to be an effective radio guest.
 To make digestion of these hints even easier, she divided them up in short learning lessons noted as Radio 101 to Radio 109. 
Previous lessons appeared in the October and November issues of Outdoors Unlimited.

PART THREE

Craft Improvement - Radio
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When it comes to writing — and, I suspect, other 
endeavors — beginner’s luck has less to do with luck 
than with three other factors: freshness, willingness to 

take chances and lack of limiting beliefs.
Allow me to illustrate with an embarrass-

ing story. 
It was my third year in college. My 

oeuvre comprised six published articles — 
mostly short, humorous essays — and an un-
dergraduate research paper about “the mean-
ing of the open road in 1950s America.”

Eager to make my literary mark and unen-
cumbered by notions of paying dues and 
working one’s way up, I nosed around for a 
publication that might be interested in an ar-
ticle based on my paper. Eventually I found 
what sounded like a promising market: 
American Heritage. 

Remember, I’d never penned a journalis-
tic magazine feature. And American Heri-
tage had a circulation of 400,000 (I noted 
with mild interest), roughly an order of 
magnitude larger than that of any publication I’d written for before. 

Big deal. I composed a two-paragraph email summarizing my 
qualifi cations and proposing a 5,000-word feature. Clicked “Send.” 
Waited. 

According to conventional wisdom, I should have been ignored 
at best and mercilessly mocked at worst. Not only did I have a mea-
ger amount of experience relative to the prestige of the publication, 
I was capital-G guilty of the cardinal freelancing sin: I had never 
even glanced at a copy of the magazine.

Two weeks later, after some back-and-forth with the editor, I got 
the assignment. 

The embarrassing part comes later. Right now, pick your chin off 
the fl oor and let’s fi gure out how this happened. 

Luck: Lady Luck’s fi ngerprints are all over this one. Mainly I 
was lucky the editor was willing to give a green writer a shot.

Freshness: I presented an unusual, ambitious and relevant story 
proposal. Also, my writing samples showcased a raw but distinctive 
voice. 

Willingness to take chances: Whipping up that query, I wasn’t 
fretting about whether writing it was a waste of time because no 
way would a magazine like that publish a writer like me. I had an 
idea and I fi gured I’d give it a go.

Lack of limiting beliefs: I hopped from the peewees to the big 

leagues whistling “Dixie” all the way because I didn’t know that’s 
not how it usually happens. I hadn’t absorbed the narrative that says 
you need to start at the bottom and claw your way up.

You may be thinking, “If this little pipsqueak can nab a plum as-
signment like that, I oughta … ” 

Fill in the blank with your own secret ambition — you know, that 
thing you want to achieve but have convinced yourself is impossible. 

That’s what I hope you’re thinking. If 
you don’t regularly challenge your own as-
sumptions, ambitions and self-perceptions, 
you may be hamstringing yourself. 

That said, overconfi dence in your experi-
ence and skill set can result in a painful 
face-plant. Exhibit A: The embarrassing 
conclusion to my American Heritage saga. 

The same youthful hubris that had netted 
me the assignment led, Greek-tragedy-
style, to my downfall. I didn’t bother read-
ing the magazine to get an idea of its style 
before I wrote the article. No wonder the 
freewheeling, sociology-spattered treatise 
I turned in earned a swift “no thanks” from 
the editor.

I was crushed and appropriately hum-
bled. Perhaps too humbled. Now I’m 27, 

with upwards of 150 articles under my belt. In acquiring experience, 
I’ve lost a bit of fi re. I bet some of you could say the same. 

Does this describe you? 
You know which markets you belong in and which you don’t. 

You know what you’re good at and the types of stories you’re 
qualifi ed to write. You’re comfortable. You hang back on querying 
your dream publications or launching your dream project because 
you suspect the effort would fail. Sometimes you wonder why your 
career hasn’t advanced further. 

Knowing your abilities, interests and, yes, limitations is part of 
being an adult. But there’s an aspect of learned helplessness to it 
that can hold you back in a big way. 

Think of the hackneyed but useful story about the baby circus 
elephant. The baby elephant is roped to a stake. It tries to get away 
but isn’t strong enough to break the rope or pull out the stake. So it 
wears a circle in the dirt around the stake — marking the limit of its 
abilities.

The elephant grows to adulthood, gaining many times the 
strength it had as a baby. But it stays within the dirt circle, mindful 
of the stake and the rope, because it “knows” it isn’t strong enough 
to break free.

Craft Improvement - General

BY SHELBY GONZALEZ

Beginner’s luck, beginner’s mind
Ditch your preconceptions and let magic happen

“
”

... beginner’s luck 
has less to do with 
luck than with three 
other factors: fresh-
ness, willingness to 
take chances and lack 
of limiting beliefs.

—SHELBY GONZALEZ

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Craft Improvement - Photography

Winter is my favorite 
season of the year. 
Admittedly, I’m an 

avid skier, but winter also appeals to 
my photographic senses. It offers an 
infi nite number of photo opportuni-
ties, both editorially and artistically. 
That said, the weather and the severe 
contrast between the brilliant white 
snow and the rest of the winter-scape 
can challenge photographers. Here 
are some tips to shoot professional-
quality photographs on snow:

1. Compensate your exposure to 
make snow white. If left on its own, 
your camera will give snow a gray or 
severely blue tint. To get white snow, 
meter off the midtones of the subject, 
then check the details in the snow 
such as shadows and texture, depend-
ing on how close you are. Generally, 
you’ll need to dial up your exposure 
compensation by +1 to +2 depending 
on the situation.

2. Watch your whites. Be careful 
not to blow out the whites in your 
image. If you can’t see texture in the 
snow in your photo, the image is too 
hot. Check your exposure. Better to 
err on slightly dark (underexposed). 
You can always brighten things up 
later on your computer.

3. Use a high shutter speed. 
There’s usually plenty of light if there’s snow. If the snow is actu-
ally falling from the sky, a higher shutter speed helps differentiate 
snowfl akes so they look like pleasant falling fl akes rather than 
white blobs or streaks.

4. Check your lens OFTEN! Snow acts like dust on your lens and 
it’s easier to smudge your lens in the winter, especially if you’re 
shooting upward without a lens hood. Check constantly for snow-
fl akes and water spots to save computer time cleaning up the image.

5. Keep your camera outside. It’s important to keep your camera 
equalized with the outside temperature. If you have to go indoors 
briefl y, leave your camera outside. If you must bring it indoors, 
condensation will form on all of the metal and glass, effectively 

ending your shoot for at least an hour 
or two and sometimes longer. If you 
must bring your camera indoors, put 
it inside a plastic bag to help lessen 
condensation directly on the camera.

6. Bring extra batteries. Cold saps 
batteries quickly. Bring more than you 
normally need and store them as close 
to your body as you can.

7. Wear glove liners. With glove 
liners, the skin on your hands is never 
exposed to the cold air, wind chill or 
cold metals on your camera gear or 
tripod, yet you still have the ability to 
work the camera controls. Use dispos-
able Grabber hand warmers inside 
your over-mitts to warm up your 
fi ngers when you’re not shooting.

8. Take off your sunglasses or 
goggles. It takes your eyes 15 to 20 
minutes to fully adjust to natural light 
and color after removing your sun-
glasses. Though it may be bright, you 
can only truly see your subject and 
prepare for it with your naked eyes.

9. Use a dual density fi lter. In a 
situation where you have lots of white 
snow but dark objects such as conifer-
ous trees, or snowy peaks and a rocky 
valley, a dual density fi lter can even 
out the extreme contrast, giving your 
image better detail in both the snowy 
and the dark parts of the image.

10. Use fl ash with discretion. Fill 
fl ash can warm up and even blow out 
a winter image, but it can also cause 

undo frustration if it’s snowing. When fl akes are falling heavily, 
turn off the fl ash to avoid a rebound blow-out from the fl akes. 

BY LISA DENSMORE

10 tips 
for shooting on snow

An award-winning writer and photographer, Lisa Densmore 
is chair of OWAA’s Photography Section and the local chair 
of OWAA’s 2013 conference. If you have suggestions for 
future Craft Improvement articles or conference program 
topics, contact her at densmore1@aol.com. To see her pho-
tos, go to www.DensmoreDesigns.com.

When photographing people on snow, colorful clothing perks up a colorless background. 
Photo by Lisa Densmore.
Editor’s note: View the color version of  this photo, plus more examples of  Densmore’s 
snow photography, in an online gallery at www.owaa.org/ou/category/portfolio.
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You may be suffering baby-elephant syn-
drome if you often use words like “never,” 
“always,” “don’t” and “can’t” in relation 
to yourself or the outdoor writing industry. 
(“Books like that never sell.” “I can’t do 
that — I’m not the type.” “Those magazines 
only want big-name writers.”)

Such proclamations on “the way things 
are” not only reinforce and spread your pos-
sibly erroneous perceptions, they also shape 

the mindset you bring to your career. 
One way to reclaim what Zen Buddhist 

practitioners call “beginner’s mind” is to 
fi nd a mentor who will needle you out of 
your comfort zone. Another is to interrogate 
your assumptions. Do you know for a fact 
that Magazine X wouldn’t go for your story 
idea, or are you assuming they wouldn’t like 
it because you’re afraid of rejection?

This winter, as you hunker down to work 
on the longer-term projects the season is 
made for, try channeling a beginner’s bold-
ness and outsider perspective. Cultivate a 

blank-slate mind. Release your expecta-
tions, attachments and preconceptions. You 
just might conjure some beginner’s luck. 

BEGINNER’S LUCK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

OWAA member Shelby 
Gonzalez is an outdoor writer, 
adventure columnist (“Miss 
Guided”), and managing 
editor of Northern Wilds. A 
former rock climbing instruc-
tor, she is based in Duluth, 
Minn. Check out her work at 
www.shelbygonzalez.com or 
follow her at www.twitter.com/
shelbygonzalez.

worked with other sportsmen’s organiza-
tions to advance this legislation, including 
the National Rifl e Association and the U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance. 

Currently, the lands addressed by this bill 
are managed from Washington, D.C., where 
bureaucrats have prohibited any active tim-
ber management except in case of emergen-
cy. This non-management of mre than 40 
million acres of public lands increased the 
risk of catastrophic fi res and insect infesta-
tion, and resulted in a precipitous decline in 
early successional habitat. The importance 
of early successional habitat for generating 
suffi cient forage for big game and upland 
species is well documented. According to 
a recent study on elk nutrition published 
in Boone & Crockett’s summer 2011 issue 
of Fair Chase magazine, declining timber 
harvest contributes to declining high-nu-

tritional forage for elk. Additionally, in the 
fall 2011 issue of the Ruffed Grouse Society 
magazine, RGS, an article about timber 
management describes the potential loss of 
critical aspen stands for upland game birds 
if hardwood timber is allowed to mature 
across the upper Midwest.

These articles highlight the need for ac-
tive forest management to improve habitat 
for elk, upland game birds and other non-
game species. H.R. 1581 eliminates barriers 
for local foresters and would end “one-size-
fi ts-all” management from Washington.

Unfortunately, rhetoric used by organiza-
tions opposed to H.R. 1581 has drowned out 
the facts. This bill would increase hunter 
access to the lands and allow active man-
agement to promote healthy forests. The bill 
would not affect any existing wilderness 
area, or even any area that professional land 
managers recommended for further study 
as possible wilderness. No matter what you 
hear, management would simply revert to 

existing local land management plans for 
each land unit, not a conspiracy for indus-
trial development. Even the president’s 
administration and former Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt testifi ed as such.  

SCI believes professional foresters and 
land managers made appropriate decisions 
based on their expertise. Additionally, local 
land management plans incorporated local 
sportsmen’s interests. The habitat improve-
ments that can be made on more than 40 
million acres will benefi t all sportsmen and 
women. Emotional rhetoric by protectionist 
organizations should not distort the benefi ts 
H.R. 1581 could bring to our public lands. 

Melissa Simpson is director of government affairs 
and conservation for Safari Club International. She 
has served in high level positions at the Department 
of the Interior and later as deputy undersecretary 
for Natural Resources and Environment at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

Both the national and Idaho roadless 
rules are long-term, multiple-use land man-
agement plans that were developed through 
years of stakeholder involvement, were 
upheld by courts, and provide a balanced 
approach for conserving high-quality public 
lands.    

Roadless rules haven’t closed one mile of 
existing roads or motorized trails on public 
lands, and they safeguard secure habitat for 
big game and headwater streams for trout 
and salmon. The rules allow game carts, 
chainsaws and ATVs on designated trails. 
They also allow habitat projects that benefi t 
sportsmen and projects to protect communi-
ties from wildfi re.  

The Wilderness and Roadless Area 
Release Act would eliminate important 

safeguards for more than 56 million acres 
by overturning the 2001 roadless rule, Idaho 
roadless rule and any roadless manage-
ment approach other than local forest plans, 
where industry has the highest degree of 
infl uence. The result would be the loss of 
our best public lands, fi nest fi sh and wildlife 
habitat and most accessible walk-in hunting 
and fi shing areas — one industrial develop-
ment at a time. 

If the bill’s supporters have their way, 
state fi sh and wildlife agencies would likely 
have to reduce hunting. Trout and salmon 
streams would become less productive, 
impacting fi shing. 

The bottom line: Roadless areas are cen-
tral to the big-game hunting opportunities 
enjoyed by sportsmen across the country. 
The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks affi rms this: “Cumulative effects 

of cover reduction and/or increased roads 
and trails would make it unlikely that FWP 
could maintain a 5-week general bull elk 
hunting season.”

With our nation’s population exceed-
ing 300 million, pressures on our fi sh and 
wildlife resources are increasing, as well. To 
maximize public lands hunting and fi shing 
opportunities, national forest roadless lands 
must be responsibly managed and con-
served. The Wilderness and Roadless Area 
Release Act does neither. Wildlife managers 
and sportsmen alike strongly oppose this 
harmful legislation. 

Joel Webster directs the Theodore Roosevelt 
Conservation Partnership Center for Western Lands. A 
lifelong Westerner and avid backcountry sportsman, he 
lives in Missoula, Mont. Learn more about the TRCP at 
www.trcp.org.

SCI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

TRCP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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Craft Improvement - General

If you’re an author with published books lying around on the 
bookshelf collecting dust, consider re-publishing your hard-
backs and paperbacks as e-books. 

Why? 
Well, “Why not,” I might counter, with this addendum: “Why not 

grab gravy sales from previously published works while garnering 
the reward of having geeks out there in cyberspace download and 
read your books? And you receive dollars to boot!”

According to e-book sales fi gures published by the Association 
of American Publishers, sales in 2009 increased 4 percent over the 
previous year and in 2010 sales increased 169 percent over 2009. 
With the explosion of electronic gadgetry to read e-books, those 
keeping an eagle eye on the book-publishing industry predict the 
number of customers purchasing and reading e-books will continue 
to climb. Now is the time to take advantage of this trend. 

If you wish to convert a print book to an e-book, fi rst investigate 
whether you have the right to re-publish your manuscript as an 
electronic book. If you self-published your print book, then likely 
no worries. However, if your book was brought to the marketplace 
through a publisher then you must obtain permission. 

Compared to traditional publishing, once rights are secured to 
recast your print book as an e-book, it’s typically a speedy process 
to bring your e-book to the marketplace. While it can take months, 
even years, for mainstream publishers to bring print books to the 
masses, converting a print book to an e-book should take only a few 
weeks. 

The cost? Typically a small fraction of what it takes to produce 
a print book. A decade ago, a self-publisher would outlay $8,000-
$12,000 to produce, print and publish a print book. With the arrival 
of print-on-demand books, the cost to produce a print book de-
creased by much as 75 percent, while the price to produce a lightly 
illustrated e-book from a previously created print book is typically 

$200-$300. 
What about royalties? Assuming the writing, editing and image-

gathering phases of your book are complete, the content must be 
re-fl owed according to the specifi cations of the large, online retail-
ers, mostly Barnes & Noble, Apple’s iBookstore and the Goliath 
book-retailer Amazon.com. If your print book is converted to an 
e-book for sale on Amazon, for example, as long the book is priced 
between $2.99 and $9.99, the author receives a 70-percent royalty. 
How many book authors receive 70-percent royalties from main-
stream publishers? 

Besides the swiftness and affordability of bringing your e-book 
to the marketplace, not to mention royalties, e-books have other 
advantages, too, including zero inventory to pile up in your garage. 
And no fulfi llment duties, either — no packaging, labeling or wait-
ing in line at the post offi ce to mail boxes of books. Another e-book 
benefi t: There is no waste; and no publisher will call to beg you to 
either buy “remaindered” copies of your print books for a dollar or 
two each— or she’ll turn your print books into toilet paper!

After deciding to convert your print books to their electronic 
cousins, educate yourself to the various e-book fi le formats so 
your works can be read by the assortment of book-reading devices 
including the Kindle, Nook and personal digital readers. 

In subsequent pieces I’ll cover the various e-book formats and 
how to build a presence on Amazon so you can achieve success 
selling books in this burgeoning electronic marketplace. 

Kevin Rhoades, www.KevinRhoades.com, specializes in 
book layout, newsletter design and websites for outdoor 
communicators. His fi rst book e-book, Stalker of the Wild – 
Days in the Life of Wildlife Filmmaker Bob Landis, won a 
fi rst place award in the biography category of Dan Poynter’s 
2011 Global eBook Awards.

BY KEVIN RHOADES

Make money on the e-book gravy train

“He’s inquisitive and smart, loves re-
searching and becoming a semi-expert on 
the topic that he’s writing about and sharing 
with the reader.”

Schroeder has four children; twin sons 
who are both engineers and two daughters, 
one a wildlife biologist and the other a 
family therapist.

Also, Wyatt jokingly said, “Expect to 
see joint bylines in the future.” Wyatt and 
Schroeder were married Nov. 25.

Wyatt fi rst met Schroeder in 2003 while 
on a skiing trip in Italy for Alpine Ad-
venture. She said her fi rst impression of 
Schroeder was, “he was a good looking guy 
in a red jacket.”

 The next day she said she learned the 
most important thing, that he was a good 

looking guy in a red jacket who could ski 
well. 

 

PETER SCHROEDER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Born and raised in New Hamp-
shire, Wil MacAllister has been 
in Montana for fi ve years while 
completing his bachelor’s 
degree in journalism. He is 
the fall semester intern at 
OWAA headquarters. Contact 
MacAllister at wmacallister@
owaa.org.
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SAY
Perhaps you should. Say say, that 

is. Many a well-intentioned writer 
has derailed his readers or listeners 

by trying to add luster to a lackluster fi shing 
report with synonyms for say. 

All these examples appeared in print, but 
the names — of people, places and fi sh — 
have been changed to protect the innocent. 
In most of these cases, substituting the word 
said for the original verb actually improves 
the sentence. 

Said is invisible, a word a reader doesn’t 
register. It’s very useful for objective report-
ing.
 “Anglers fi shing from the bank are 

nailing good numbers of stripers,” informed 
Bob. 

If, however, you’re striving to make a 
point, let your verb make it.“Good numbers 
of stripers,” bragged Bob is far and away 
better than “Good numbers of stripers,” 
said Bob proudly. 
 “Our last trip produced four salmon to 

17 pounds,” Shirley related.
“Only four salmon …” moaned Shirley 

tells us not only the fi sh report but hints at 
her hopes for more.
 Jake fi shed the north side of the point. 

“We landed limits of blues and blacks,” he 
explained. 

If those limits of blues and blacks were 
the reason Jake fi shed where he did, ex-
plained fails to explain that, because more 
information is required to explain to the 
reader that the fi sh moved from the south 
side of the point after a recent storm.
 “Close to a million anglers descended 

on the Eastern Sierra for Opening Day,” 
revealed Dan.

If multitudes congregated on the Eastern 
Sierra for the trout opener, someone will 
have noticed. Those too far away to notice 
are too far away to care. Dan doesn’t need to 
reveal it, although he is welcome to say it.

 “The weather was the best we’ve 
seen,” quipped Mason.

A quip is an attempt — whether success-
ful or not — to be clever. If the speaker is 
saying something mundane, your dressing it 
up as a quip does nothing to add interest to 
his comment or to your story. 
 “We will probably drop the water 

level four inches down,” the agency offi cial 
claimed. 

Be cautious when using the verb claimed, 
especially when quoting an offi cial, more so 
if you wish to interview the offi cial again. 
Might as well call him a liar as to claim that 
he claimed something when all he did was 
say so.
 “Angling pressure is light now,” Craig 

tipped. 
A generous tip about tipping: Don’t do it! 

Not as a synonym for say, anyway. Without 
going into all that tedious stuff about transi-
tive and intransitive verbs, I’ll just say that 
to use tip is inevitably to misuse it. Just say 
nope — and say say.
 “Early morning, top-water action has 

warmed up,” Jason told.
Another commonly misused transitive 

verb is tell. When used properly, tell is a 
lovely substitute for say, being just as invis-
ible. But you must remember that tell needs 
an indirect object, someone to be told to. “I 
told you so” may be a regrettable comment, 

but it is at least grammatical. “I told the 
fi shing report” is not.

Look on the bright side. If you get paid 
by the word or have a certain size space 
to fi ll, adding that indirect object here and 
there is invisible padding.

Tell also has the virtue of adding intima-
cy to your story, when it is used correctly. 
“Nixon knew far more than he admitted,” 
Deep Throat told me is more interesting 
than if Deep Throat simply said it, because 
it reminds the reader that the interviewer 
was actually conversing with the subject 
and not hearing him speak to a vast crowd. 
 Also, a frequent error that drives me up 

a wall is when a reporter sums up every-
thing the interviewee had to say, then quotes 
the chap saying practically the same thing. 

“I hate it when a reporter gives the gist of 
the story and then quotes his source without 
adding anything of interest,” the author 
said. “Why would they do that?”
 Finally, shun the urge to quote the 

mundane. Don’t quote long lines of ver-
biage, like this:“We switched over to troll-
ing with night crawlers at 11 a.m. By 2 p.m., 
the two anglers fi shing with me caught and 
released three trout. They ranged in size 
from 12 to 22 inches. Only one boat had a 
salmon that I know of.” 

Be careful when your subject experiences 
grammar lapses. Quoting his exact words 
may seem like good fun — until you need a 
follow-up interview.

Summarize quotations as much as pos-
sible. Quote only the colorful and the con-
troversial. And when in doubt, say say. 

Craft Improvement - General

BY KATHIE MORGAN

You don’t say!

“”
Many a well-intentioned 
writer has derailed his 
readers or listeners by 
trying to add luster to a 
lackluster fi shing report 
with synonyms for ‘say.’

— KATHIE MORGAN

A member since 1986, Kathie 
Morgan is from Santa Rosa, 
Calif. Morgan is a special 
features editor for Fish 
Sniffer and research editor for 
Stienstra Outdoor Books. She 
is also a freelance writer. Con-
tact her at fi shrap@att.net.
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Gary Kramer is an award-winning freelance writer and 
photographer based in Willows, Calif. His work is regu-
larly published in various outdoor magazines along with 

books, calendars and corporate advertising. Kramer is a contribut-
ing photographer for Sports Afi eld and senior correspondent for The 
Bird Hunting Report. 

He photographs a wide range of wildlife, hunting and fi shing 
subjects, but may be best known for his waterfowl images, particu-
larly birds in fl ight. A veteran of 34 African safaris, Kramer also is 
recognized for his extensive African wildlife fi les. He is an author 
and photographer of fi ve books. The most recent, “Wingshooting the 

World,” published in 2010 by Patagonia Publishing, contains 300 
pages and 624 photos highlighting 30 bird shooting destinations in 
17 countries. Kramer has traveled to 53 countries in search of new 
and interesting fi shing, hunting and photographic opportunities. 

Kramer earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Humboldt 
State University in California. For 26 years, he was a biologist and 
refuge manager with the U.S .Fish and Wildlife Service. From 1989 
to 1999, he was the manager of the Sacramento National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex in northern California. In 1999, Kramer retired 
from the Service to pursue his writing and photography career full 
time. His work can be viewed at www.GaryKramer.net. 

Portfolio
by Gary Kramer
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The Long Island Sound is an estuary. A 
very, very big estuary. It’s a place where 
salt water from the ocean mixes with fresh 
water from rivers and the land. The Long Is-
land Sound is unique in that it has two con-
nections to the sea .... the Race to the east 
and the East River to the west. It also pro-
vides feeding, breeding, nesting and nursery 
areas for a diversity of plant and animal life 
and contributes an estimated $5.5 billion per 
year to the regional economy from boating, 
commercial and sport fi shing and sight-
seeing. More than eight million people live 
in the Long Island Sound watershed and 

development along the Sound over many 
years has had a major impact on it includ-
ing pollution and reduced open space and 
access. The southern shoreline of the entire 
state of Connecticut, the southern shoreline 
of Westchester County in New York and 
the entire north shore of Long Island, New 
York join together to encircle the body of 
water known as the Long Island Sound. 
Eighty percent of the fresh water entering 
the Sound comes from rivers that drain from 
states as far north as Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Vermont. The Long Island 
Sound’s importance is clearly recognized 
as evidenced by the fact that in 1987 it was 
designated as a National Estuary, confi rm-
ing the fact that people throughout New 
England and New York all have an impor-
tant and long term stake in Long Island 
Sound.

HISTORY OF THE SOUND
Fifteen to twenty thousand years ago, 

Connecticut, Long Island Sound and much 
of Long Island were covered by a thick 
sheet of ice which was part of the Wiscon-
sin Glacier. The glacier was approximately 
thirty three hundred feet thick in its interior 
and fi fteen hundred feet thick along its 
southern edge. The Wisconsin Glacier was 
a part of a series of glaciations that covered 
the area ten million years ago when sea lev-
els were also about three hundred and thirty 
feet lower than they are today. The glacier 

scraped off an average of sixty fi ve feet of 
surface material from the New England 
landscape and deposited it as sediments 
(called moraines) on the area that is now 
known as Long Island as well as into the 
Sound and on the Connecticut coast, mostly 
in the areas of Norwalk. The make-up of 
this area varies from sandy, as is seen along 
the tall sandy bluffs on several sections of 
the northern coastline of Long Island, to 
exposed and submerged bedrock in areas 
such as Captain Islands in Greenwich as 
well as the Norwalk Islands. Other shoals 
and islands off the Connecticut coast are a 
mixture of these two extremes. The glacier 
also created several sandy outwash deltas 
off the coast, including one in Bridgeport 
and another in New Haven. This diverse 
mix of bottom and shoreline conditions is 
what makes the Long Island Sound such a 
unique and beautiful area for fi shermen and 
boaters alike. I am constantly amazed how 
the variations observed in my travels in and 
around the many harbors in the sound cov-
ers the gamut from sandy beach-like areas, 
to rocky shorelines, to areas dotted with 
strings of Islands, to busy harbors where 
commerce, shipping, ferries, sightseeing, 
fi shing and boating all come together such 
as in Bridgeport and Norwalk. This diver-
sity, seen in only fi ve to ten mile ranges, is 

Part of OWAA’s mission is to foster the next generation of out-
doors communicators, and the 2011 Norm Strung Youth Writing 
Awards Committee recently awarded prizes totaling 
$1,700, sponsored by Safari Club International and 
Safari Club International Foundation. The annual 
contest has categories for poetry and prose in two 
divisions: junior (grades 6-8) and senior (grades 
9-12). Entries must be outdoors-oriented and 
previously published in a newsletter, newspaper, 

magazine, literary collection or other publication. First-place win-
ners received $200; second-place winners received $125; and 

third-place winners received $100. A list of this year’s 
winners is published at www.owaa.org/contests/
norm-strung-youth-writing-awards. Congratulations to 
the contest winners, and thank you to contest spon-
sors! OWAA is now accepting entries for the 2012 
contest. Deadline is March 16, 2012. Visit the above 
website for details.

Norm Strung 
Youth Writing Awards

2011

BY RICHARD DeMARTE 
White Plains, N.Y.

The Long 
Island Sound: 

New York’s and 
Connecticut’s Inshore 
Saltwater Fishing and 

Boating Paradise

Senior prose, First place

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

ABOUT THE CONTEST...
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My bike skids to a stop at the corner by 
The Black Fence. I quickly scramble over it 
and set foot on the spongy ground. The reeds 
sway and bend, bathed in golden sunlight. I 
breathe deeply. The air tastes like leaves and 
sun and summer and water. My foot brushes 
against a fuzzy dandelion head, sending 
seeds fl ying over the plain, promising more 
life. Crawdad rock juts out of the water like 
a chipped camel hump. Birdsong fi lls the air 
— a free symphony only for the most careful 
listeners. I kick a piece of gravel into the 
Stone Pool. It bounces off the metal pipe — 
a cold, empty sound, before landing into the 
lazy, sleepy water. The ripples frighten away 
the water skippers darting across the creek.

I get out of the Stone Pool and head for 
the Beaver Dam, where the water is as cool 
as ice and is as clear as a smoothly cut dia-
mond. My toe dives in. Shivers creep up my 
body, prickling every hair on my head. The 
sharp, fast fl owing, cold water comes like 
an electric shock, fi re and ice both at once. 
I head back to the Stone Pool. I hear more 
tires squealing on the sidewalk, loud yelps 
and noises. My head snaps back. My friend 
gets off her bike and stares at the water, then 
at me, her gray eyes puzzled.

“What are you doing there? Get in the 
water!”

“Crawdad.” I simply reply
We explore the marsh — looking under 

every rock, log, and leaf for any signs of 
life. Bittersweet Nightshade berries grow 
near the water’s edge, bright and red and 
round, smiling at the sun. We set up a fort 
and make grand plans to use it for many 

years to come, digging holes, making rooms, 
whacking blackberry vines. We climb up 
a big leaf maple to see if we can see The 
Cave. We continue our hike — in the mud 
and reeds and dust. We climb up the en-
trance log clothed in moss and lichen. My 
foot dislodges a piece of bark. Many potato 
bugs scramble wildly up the trunk. Many fall 
down to the creek below.

We are hungry — very hungry. One would 
never imagine how much work is involved 
in throwing rocks, building forts, climbing 
trees, and daring each other to eat Deathber-
ries. A dark-leaved shrub spouts behind us. 
The blackberries sit there, hanging delicately 
from tendrils, calling us for lunch. We pick 
up a few of them and let the juice seep into 
our mouth. Spicy and Sweet and Sour and 
Delicious all at once. We sit around the bril-
liant fronds of fern and let our feet dangle in 
the water.

Reeds rustle in the corner of my eye. I 
turn around and see a long black band with 
yellow stripes. It fl icks its red forked tongue 
out to taste the air. I creep up behind it, 
making sure my shadow doesn’t fall on the 
snake’s head. There is a fl ash of hands and 
black and yellow and dust and water and it 
slithers into my hands. My friend looks at it, 
her hazel eyes wide with fear.

“It’s only a Garter Snake, Jess.” I say, 
annoyed.

I release it in the water, watching it glide 
across the creek, almost blending in with 
the ripples in the pool, and shifting into the 
reeds. As soon as it’s gone, we splash into 
the creek, as the golden sun beat down on us 
— warm and bright and relaxing. The reeds 
and frogs and birds and minnows all seem to 
whisper together —

“Welcome Home!” 

BY ANISHA DATTA
Hillsboro, Ore.

The Creek
Junior prose, First place

Winter brings a frigid death
upon the West Wind’s mighty breath
and with a frozen, icy hand
paints white across the barren land
“winter has come.” a voice does call,
and marks today the death of fall.

Death of  FallSenior poetry, 
Second place

BY LIESL G. ECK
Jasper, Ind.

Trees swaying in the wind,
The chime of leaves sooth me.

Beautiful greens and
browns surround me,
Filling my dreams.

Early mornings, late nights.
Cold hands, wet feet.
You rough it through,
Because, well, that what
you gotta do.

Sitting alone, hours upon hours,
Listening to the wind.
Landscapes never seem to change,
And time never seems to end.

As dusk approaches
One of God’s creatures emerges
Between an old oak and a thick pine.
I have a shot,
At fi lling my dreams.

BY ALISA KANE
Lake Orion, Mich.

Senior poetry,
First place

Filling
My Dreams
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As I step out into the cold, crisp November 
air I wonder, “Why do I do this?” I amble to-
wards the pond on my way to check my musk-
rat traps. I come to a barbed-wire fence and 
cross over it. An eagle soars low overhead.

“This is why,” I tell myself.
I walk over to the old 12-foot boat and fl ip 

it right-side up; it was upside down because I 
had my supplies underneath. I grab my hook-
staff, which I made out of an old hoe handle 
with a hook screwed into one end. I stroll 
down to the pond towards a group of muskrat-
feeding platforms.

Ice shatters at every step. Trap one: empty, 
trap two: empty, trap three: empty. My feet 
are cold inside my waders that are three sizes 
too big.

“Why?” I ask myself again.
 I wade back to shore and then head to-

wards my next location, a channel with two 
traps in it.  Both are empty. I hear a whistle of 
wings and look up in time to see four trum-
peter swans winging their way south.

“This is why,” I say out loud.
I make my way toward a set on a crossing 

between two ponds. On the way there, my 
waders begin to fall off my cold feet.

As I hike them up I again wonder, “Why 
am I out here?” The fi rst set I come to is at the 
top of a crossing, nothing. As I wade towards 
the trap set in the channel I have to break the 
ice with my staff. I look down at where the 
trap should be, nothing, no trap; that always 
gets my heart beating hard.

I reach my staff down towards the stake 
and hook onto the trap chain. I pull. A 
muskrat rises out of the water, my trap closed 
behind its head.

“This is why.”
I reach down and grab the stake, “Boy am 

I glad I have rubber gloves, even if they are 
only elbow length,” I think to myself.

I pull the stake and wade back to shore. 
Then I set off to check my one last trap. I 
have to break the ice with my staff at this set 
too, all for nothing.

One muskrat. I guess it’s better than noth-
ing, and now every time I see the pelt on the 
wall, I am reminded of all the other reasons I 
do this. 

A Day on the Trap Line
Junior prose, Second place

BY BEN WESTIN 
Ironton, Minn.

Senior poetry,Third place

First Harvest

Dancing feathers
and blue gramma grass.
It’s what your eyes
will drink from nature
out of that perfect
prairie glass.

Chickens and grouse
jumping and dancing
for it’s those mates
that they are fancying.

On impulse and instinct
It’s how they act.
It’s no laughing matter,
but don’t worry it’s backed
with a couple hundred feathers
that don’t do anything but dance.

It’s not a fl uke or a fl aw
it’s merely like crows 
giving a “Caw!”
It’s in their nature
It’s in their design
It’s not a show
It’s real
and defi nitely not benign.

Well, that’s what they think,
but that’s because
they don’t do anything but dance.

It’s quite a display
if you care to watch, but let it be
known that it’s just a splotch
on the blueprints
of many feathers.

Those feathers that dance.

BY ELIJAH PROVOST
Aitkin, Minn.

Shaky hands become steady
As the buck stops and I take aim
I know that I am ready

An arrow shoots out
With the pull of the trigger
He kicks, there’s no doubt

I sense contact has been made
He quickly starts to fl ee
I watch his fi gure fade

I can barely sit still
But we have to wait
It takes all my will
The light over the tree tops
Begins to disappear
My rapid heartbeat never stops

Finally the time has come
I see him up ahead
My body again goes numb

Then the hunter’s prayer is said
Now its true meaning
I see clearly in my head

Junior poetry,
First place

Dancing
Feathers

BY PAIGE 
COLLINGWOOD

Willard, Ohio
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My hunting heritage started in 1895 when my great great 
grandpa Elbert Henry and his father Elijah Henry hunted the land 
for a living. At the time my grandpa, Lee Henry, told me that they 
had to depend on hunting to feed their families. The Henry motto 
was and still is “If you aren’t going to eat it, don’t kill it.” They 
harvested mostly quail, turkey, deer, and rabbits because most all 
other species were protected.

Russell Frank Henry, my great grandpa, was an avidgoose, duck, 
and quail hunter. From the age of 12, in 1929, he helped supply the 
meat for the family table by shooting rabbits and selling them to the 
local grocery stores. (His duck hunting mostly consisted of local 
ponds then sneaking up over the dams, shooting ducks or geese as 
they took off.” Quail hunting was his favorite; he said there was 
just something about walking behind a dog and shooting the birds 
as they took off.

In 1933, Oklahoma opened the fi rst deer season. My great great 
grandpa and my uncle Al Tuck because crazy about deer hunting. 
They would drive for hours to get to southeastern Oklahoma to hunt 
the Kiamichi Mountains.

At the age of 8, my grandpa Lee started hunting with his father, 
Russell Frank Henry. He taught him new things about the art of 
hunting every time they went. The only gun my grandpa had at the 
time was a single shot 22 rifl e. He was taught when shooting rab-
bits, to make the fi rst shot count, so he didn’t have to spent hours 
trying to fi nd a wounded animal. At the age of 12 he got his fi rst 
shotgun, a 12-guage single shot, that he used when they hunted 
duck and quail.

My grandpa Lee has been involved in wildlife conservation, 
hunting and fi shing all his life. He worked with the Wildlife Depart-
ment to help stop the poaching of deer and help seed low-lying 
areas for migratory birds. In 1980, he was awarded the Wildlife 
Conservationist of the Year by the Oklahoma Wildlife Federation, 
The National Wildlife Federation and the Phillips Foundation. 
He also taught Hunter Safety Classes with Warden Bullet Burns 
and spent many years as a hunting and fi shing guide. He owned 
Fountainhead Marina and Arrowhead Marina on Lake Eufaula for 
many years. This is where my dad Chuck Henry was introduced to 
hunting, fi shing and wildlife conservation.

My Dad grew up hunting with my grandpa and just like all 
my forefathers, my grandpa taught my dad the art of hunting and 
how to live off the land. His fi rst big game hunting trip was when 
my grandpa took him to Idaho for a high country elk hunt. My 
grandma got really mad because he had to miss a week of school. 

Although he did not harvest anything on that hunt, he still loved it 
and couldn’t wait for the next one. Fortunately, later he drew out 
for a cow elk at the Wichita Mountains annual Elk Hunt where he 
harvested a large cow elk. A few years later dad became a trapper 
for the State of Oklahoma and the Federal Wildlife Department.

When I turned 7 my dad started to take me hunting and taught 
me the art of hunting and how to live off the land. When I was 10, 
I took a Hunters Safety Course and received my hunter’s safety 
card from Warden Ed Rodebush. I grew up mostly hunting deer and 
turkey. At the age of 11 I was introduced to pheasant and duck hunt-
ing. Every year we go on our annual pheasant hunt in Pratt, Kansas. 
When I turned 12, my dad fi nally started letting me hunt by myself.

My grandma and grandpa live on a farm about one mile from my 
house and that is where I have hunted for the past 4 years. In 2007 
I killed my fi rst deer, an eleven-point buck. When he came running 
through that opening morning of deer season, I thought my heart 
was going to jump out of my chest! The bad thing about it was that 
he was with a doe, and she wasn’t stopping, and since she wasn’t 
stopping, he wasn’t stopping! The only thing I could do was put my 
crosshairs on him, pull the trigger, and hope for the best. And guess 
what … The best happened! When I told my grandma and grandpa 
that I had shot an eleven point, the hopped out of their chairs and 
ran outside. Man it was the best day of my life!

In the year of 2008, the growing population of feral hog and 
started to infest my grandpa’s farm. My big brother Russell and 
I have successfully harvest (sic) 5 wild hogs up to 400 lbs on the 
farm.

I also shoot a 50-pound compound bow and have taken 1st Place 
in 3 School Sanctioned Shoots.

I have now taken up duck hunting and absolutely love it! There’s 
just something about watching ducks come fl ying in and landing in 
your decoys. If I didn’t have to go to school everyday, I would be 
out in the woods or on the water hunting!

Through the years I have learned from my dad to be aware and 
follow all the wildlife rules and regulations, always ask before you 
hunt private property, and to make sure you clean up after yourself, 
so you leave the place looking better than you found it.

I am now very concerned with wildlife management and the 
protection of our game because hunting is my passion, and I plan 
on doing it to the day I die. I love the outdoors so much that when I 
fi nish college with degrees in Wildlife Management, Conservation 
and Marine Biology, I am determined to write, produce, and star in 
my own outdoor television show.

My hunting heritage began in about 1895 and continues on today 
with myself. I’m looking forward to passing it on to my kids and 
grandkids. 

BY CALAHAN HENRY
Eufaula, Okla.

The Henry’s Hunting: 
Sharing the Heritage

Senior prose, Second place
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My dad always told my brothers and I 
about his great encounters in the Michigan 
wilderness. Back then, he was a boy avid on 
fi shing, hunting, and breathing in many of 
the fi ne forests in our Great Lakes state.

It was the summer before I went into 
seventh grade and I still hadn’t crossed the 
Mackinaw Bridge. That’s when my Uncle 
Jack called my dad and gave him the oppor-
tunity to stay at his in-laws’ cabin in Curtis, 
Michigan, with him and my Aunt Karen. 
The cabin was nestled against the shore of 
Manistique Lake. Of course, we wanted to.

The drive up to Curtis was long, roughly 
eight hours — but since it was a beautiful 
day, it was worth it. The farther we got, the 
better the view was. From the back seat of 
the mini van I could see dazzling forests 
packed with grand pines, all of which were 
shining with the refl ection of the sun on its 
morning dew. The closer we got to Curtis, 
the more excited I grew. The only thing that 
daunted me was the thought of big, vicious 
black bears, which my older brother, Jake, 
continually brought up. 

When we reached the cabin, it was old 
and packed with many stories, as well as 
people. Not only were my uncle and his 
wife here, but also his in-laws and my 
aunt’s sister along with her children. Since 
I was a very shy person, I persuaded my 
little bother to go swimming with me. My 
dad and uncle thought it was a good idea 
after a long ride, so there we were, my little 
brother Jarred and I, standing on the dock in 
our swimming suits. 

As soon as I glanced away from the 
mesmerizing lake I noticed a pedal boat, 
something I had always wanted to try us-
ing. It was a two-person craft and had fun 
secretly written all over it.

After wading in the cool lake water for a 
while, I fi nally got the guts to ask if Jarred 
and I could use the boat, and they gladly 

let us. It was fun, like I expected it to be, 
but soon after we boarded our boat, my 
dad, uncle and brother were getting on the 
motor boat to get a start on fi shing. I really 
wanted to go since I love to fi sh and my dad 
told me about the big pike in the lake. They 
told me that they didn’t have enough room 
and that I would have to go tomorrow. So I 
watched as they spun off with the hope of a 
big catch.

It hit fast that I and my brother were 
alone with a bunch of people we didn’t re-
ally know. I knew that the boys wouldn’t be 
back for a while, so I decided that convinc-
ing my little brother that we should head 
out onto the lake and try to fi nd them would 
be easier than facing the new faces. He was 
hesitant, but agreed.

When we fi nally reached them a mile 
or so out, they were about done fi shing 
with not a bite on their line. They told us if 
we left them now that we would be home 
about the same time they’d get there, so we 
headed back toward shore.

Halfway to the cabin, the pedal boat 
started to get closer to the surface of the 
lake. At fi rst, I shook it off, thinking it was 
just my imagination, but then water started 
to pour over the side of the boat. We were 
sinking!

Together, we tried to throw as much 
water out as we could, while peddling as 

hard as possible. Finally, it got down to 
me having to get out of the boat to keep it 
afl oat. I’m an excellent swimmer, but I hate 
mucky lake bottoms. This lake took it to 
the next level. There was no bottom — just 
muck. As an added bonus, I remembered 
there were lengthy pike at the bottom with 
jagged teeth.

It was almost at the point where I would 
need to get my brother off, so I called out 
for my dad and somehow he heard me over 
the roar of the motor of his own boat. They 
couldn’t have picked better timing. Soon we 
were on their boat and letting the tide take 
the pedal boat in, where my aunt met it. The 
whole time we rode back to the cabin, I kept 
thinking about how everyone there was go-
ing to think I was a really bad kid.

When we stepped back on the dock, I 
held my head low and took as much time as 
possible, so I wouldn’t have to face the hud-
dle of people sitting in lawn chairs. Eventu-
ally, I walked into the yard and ended up 
sitting next to my dad, the shame of what I 
caused still weighing my head down.

Suddenly, my aunt told us how she’d 
watched us through her binoculars, and 
everyone got a good laugh out of her tale. 
Nobody seemed mad, just amused at what 
we’d just added to their cabin’s heritage.

After getting through the awkward fi rst 
day I had a very fun time. The second day, 
I somehow accidentally unknotted the rope 
on the side of the boat that held onto the 
cage containing the 25-1/2-inch pike my 
dad had caught. We went to the Seney Wild-
life Refuge to see the beautiful loons, ogled 
at many waterfalls including the Tahquame-
non Falls, and I personally caught about 20 
perch. Also, I heard a few personal stories 
that were centered on the lake.

It just so happens that the caged pike 
isn’t the only thing sitting at the bottom of 
that lake, which has me wondering how 
much loot is down there.

I’m really glad that I got the chance to go 
up to Curtis and see a touch of what Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula has to offer. 

BY TABITHA HARDEN
Litchfi eld, Mich.

The First Taste of the U.P.
Senior prose, Third place

“”
... that the caged pike 
isn’t the only thing 
sitting at the bottom of 
that lake, which has me 
wondering how much 
loot is down there.

— TABITHA HARDEN
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I was eight years old and ex-
cited. My uncle Larry had just 
bought a buddy treestand for 
me that I could use for hunting. 
At fi rst, I was scared to go up. 
I had never climbed that high. 
But, I racked up all the nerve I 
had and climbed up the ladder. I 
sighed with relief. I was up and sitting 
down.

We repeated the procedure many more 
times, and before I knew it I was target 
shooting and it was the night before youth 
gun season. With every shot I took at the fake 
deer, my blood pumped more. I thought to 
myself that this could be the shot I take, so I 
tried that much harder.

After dad said I shot enough times, I went 
to make sure I had everything I needed ready. 
After I was sure it was all there, I got ready 
for bed. What put me to sleep wasn’t the 
thought of killing a buck, it was the smell of 
mom’s homemade chocolate chip cookies, 
fresh out of the oven. I fell asleep soundly 
from the wonderful aroma. 

Suddenly, I felt dad pull on me and I woke 
up groggily.

“It’s here. The day you’ve waited for,” he 
said.

The day was fi nally here! The day for 
which I had practiced and trained and so 
anxiously awaited. Immediately, I became 
excited, but all I could muster was a broad 
smile.

When I was dressing, I was excited, ner-
vous, scared and happy all at the same time. 
The smell of hot cocoa and coffee hit me in 
the hallway. Excitement controlled my body 
now. This meant it was time to go. I grabbed 
some of mom’s cookies, a thermos of hot 
chocolate, a book, and my gun. It was time 
to hunt.

After what seemed like a century, we 
fi nally arrived at our hunting destination. The 

walk down the road seemed like walking on 
glass. I had to be silent. Now, we were all 
climbing up the ladder: dad, uncle Larry, and 
me. After getting everybody comfortable, we 
settled in. I tried to keep busy so I wouldn’t 
be asking questions and bothering the guys. 
I had some hot chocolate and a few cookies 

(which were delicious as 
always) and then started 
reading my book.

Shortly after sunrise, dad 
nudged me.

“What?” I said, only to 
fi nd a good 6-point walk-
ing. Dad handed me my 
gun and I drew it to my 

shoulder nervously. Would 
I be able to get a shot? Will the deer ever quit 
walking?

All of these questions screamed at me as I 
watched the deer walk out of sight. I put the 
gun down. I felt sad and upset. Dad told me 
another deer might still come, but I had little 
hope. Uncle Larry said it wasn’t my fault that 
I couldn’t get the shot. I went back to reading 
again.

Just as I fi nished my book, I heard leaves 
crumbling. Right then, I saw a deer. Dad gave 
me the gun and just barely whispered “take 
the shot.” The deer was walking and suddenly 
stopped. I aimed at it and pulled the trigger. 
I wanted to scream to the heavens. I had hit 
the deer!

I wanted to go see my deer immediately, 
but dad said to give it time to fully die. Fif-
teen minutes never seemed so long in my life. 
I called mom and told her I’d killed a deer. 
She could hear my voice shaking and could 
tell I was crying. She asked me “are you 
OK?” I was more that OK because I had shot 
my fi rst deer. My tears were tears of pure joy.

When dad fi nally said it was time, we went 
to check out my deer. It turned out to be a 
spike and I had shot it from 75 yards.

This was my fi rst hunt, but it was the 
beginning of a passion for hunting that will 
never fade. 

BY ABBY WOOD
Gallipolis, Ohio

First Hunt & Hooked For Life
Junior prose, Third place Junior poetry,

Second place

Lone Tree

Atop a hill,
The lone tree stands.
It is a strong tree,
A survivor.
It has lasted
Through earthquakes,
Floods, 
Hurricanes,
Wars.
Still, it stands
By itself,
Isolated.
Alone.

BY ALEXANDRA 
PALOCZ
Weston, Mass.

Junior poetry,
Third place

Cloud

Drifting, fl oating
Swirling away.
Gliding, soaring.
Spiraling high
Towards the sky.
Always restless
Never still.
Drifting, searching
Like a dream
Floating by.

BY ALEXANDRA 
PALOCZ
Weston, Mass.
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rarely seen in most other shoreline and inshore areas of the country. 
Soaking it all in every time out on the water adds to one’s overall 
enjoyment and appreciation of how truly special a place the Long 
Island Sound is. 

GOING DEEPER
If you’d like to read more about the formation and history of the 

Long Island Sound, the book to buy is “This Fine Piece Of Water 
– An Environmental History Of The Long Island Sound” by Tom 
Anderson. The book’s Forward, written by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., 
provides an outstanding and compelling view of what’s ahead for 
the reader. Kennedy describes the fi rst explorers of the Sound fi nd-
ing “a region of mythical productivity” and then moves on to the 
1920’s where algal blooms, dying fi sh and lobster populations were 
evidence of the decline of “the once gin-clear waters”.  Kennedy 
closes his forward by saying “Tom Andersen has called us back to 
the barricades to save our dying estuaries.”

Andersen takes readers on a fascinating journey through thou-
sands of years of the natural, social and political history of the 
Sound. Through historical accounts and records as well as the view-
points of scientists, businesses and residents tied to this area, he 
invokes vivid images of the past as well as a glance into the future. 
From the birth of the Sound, through the time of its early Native 
American inhabitants, to rum runners, oystering and the Industrial 
Age …. to lobstering and the recent past where population growth 
and sewage brought this estuary to near collapse. Andersen’s tour 
also takes the reader into the brighter times of today where commit-
ment to environmental clean-ups and many other forms of ongo-
ing care and nurturing of the Sound provide us all with hope. The 
dedication and hard work of citizens, local governments and others 
focused on restoring, protecting and preserving the Sound are truly 
amazing and inspirational. Readers will, I am confi dent, fi nd this 
account of the history and future of the Sound thoroughly enjoyable 
and permanently burned into their memories.

GO WEST YOUNG MAN
The Western-most section of the Long Island Sound is my home 

base and where most of my fi shing takes place.  From Execu-
tion Light House, Port Washington and New Rochelle to the west 
along New Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Rye, Greenwich, Stamford and 
Norwalk on the northern shoreline and from Port Washington (also 
known as Manhasset Bay), Oyster Bay and Eatons Neck along 
the southern shoreline, there are scores of great fi shing hot spots 
in and around the many bays, harbors and islands as well as in the 
deeper waters up the middle of this section of the Western Sound. 
The depth of these waters runs from as skinny as a few feet to as 
deep as a hundred feet deep in some areas. Trolling, bottom fi shing, 
chunking, live lining, jigging and surface popping …. the variety 
of fi shing methods successfully deployed here and types of fi sh one 
can target covers a wide spectrum.

VARIETY + PROTECTION = A FORMULA 
FOR ENJOYMENT AND SUCCESS

The Long Island Sound has another unique combination of 
attributes for all who fi sh and boat in its waters; it provides them 
with all the benefi ts of vibrant and active inshore saltwater fi shing 
grounds along with protection from the open ocean. One hundred 

and ten miles in length from east to west, the Sound’s width varies 
from as much as twenty-one miles (between Brandford, CT and 
Roanoke Point, NY) to as narrow as two miles at its western tip 
near Execution Lighthouse.

So when the wind is blowing and the oceanside waters have seas 
running ten or fi fteen feet or even more, the norm in the waters of 
the Sound is wave heights “fl at calm” to only a few feet in height. 
Furthermore, when the wind is blowing, one can easily use the 
wind direction as a simple means to head to the leeward side of the 
Sound where they will fi nd signifi cant protection from the wind and 
the calmest conditions.

THE SURPRISES JUST KEEP COMING
One recent sign that the future and health of the Sound may be 

headed in the right direction was observed on June 27th, 2009 when 
a pod of a hundred or more bottlenose dolphins was observed in the 
Western Long Island Sound. Dolphin used to be a common sight 
in the Sound until the post-WWII development boom so this was 
a truly rare event and was captured on video early one morning 
by my father Joe less than a mile off the shore of Rye, NY.  www.
nyctfi shing.com/images/Videos/Dolphins.wmv.

The dolphin remained in the Sound for over a week gorging 
themselves on both bunker and bluefi sh while they also served to 
entertain and amaze thousands of boaters who had never seen even 
a single dolphin this far west in the Sound in decades. A June 29, 
2009 Newsday article proclaimed “fi shermen and scientists said it 
has been thirty or more years since they’d seen bottlenose dolphins 
in the Sound and experts agree that the marine mammals came here 
following food. Experts say the real test will be next year if the dol-
phins return. If they do, there is a chance the Sound waters are clean 
enough to sustain a population of the animals.”

AN INSIDE VIEW
Now if this doesn’t blow you away and bring a smile to your 

face, nothing will.  It’s the UCONN (University of Connecticut) 
“Explore Long Island Sound” website: www.lisrc.uconn.edu/explo-
relis where you can click on the link entitled “Explore Underwater” 
to: 

DIVE IN: Explore the underwater Ecosystem of the Long Island 
Sound where you’ll be able to select specifi c areas of the Sound and 
can view a variety of underwater videos from each area.

FLY IN: Take a virtual underwater fl ight over the seafl oor of 
Long Island Sound for a visual understanding of the geologic at-
tributes and features of the seafl oor.

HIGH DEFINITION VIDEOS: View videos of some of the 
varied creatures that call the Long Island Sound their home.

SLIDESHOW: View a scrolling slide show with close-ups of 
some rare and fascinating inhabitants of the Sound.

The UCONN website also has links to more detailed informa-
tion on Long Island Sound habitats, underwater technology used by 
UCONN and links to other Sound related resources including the 
Norwalk Maritime Aquarium. www.maritimeaquarium.org.

UCONN also has fi ve weather buoys deployed throughout the 
entire stretch of the Sound that provide real-time information such 
as wind speed and direction, wave heights, air temperature as well 
as water temperature, salinity and dissolved oxygen levels at the 
surface, mid-depth and on the bottom.

www.mysound.uconn.edu/wlisgw_wx.html. 

Norm Strung Youth Writing Awards

THE LONG ISLAND SOUND
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18



www.owaa.org/ou  OUTDOORS UNLIMITED  25

ARE YOU NEW TO OWAA? 
Help us introduce you to the rest of the membership.

Send your bio and photo to aschroeder@owaa.org.

Outdoors Unlimited follows AP style and your bio may be edited accordingly. 
Photos need to be high-resolution (300 dpi, at least 1MB in size).
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Raised in North Carolina and Pennsylvania, educated in Maryland and currently making her home in Virginia, 
Danielle Taylor is a bit of a mid-Atlantic mutt with years of personal and professional outdoor experiences in 
each state. From a young age, she wished to combine her passions for writing and the outdoors into a meaningful 
profession, and she earned bachelor’s degrees in journalism, English and geography at the University of Maryland 
to further this goal. During college, Taylor also worked at UMD’s Outdoor Recreation Center, through which she 
frequently led multi-day adventure trips for the university community. She now works full-time as an assistant editor 
with Home Buyer Publications, where she writes and edits for Log Home Living, Timber Home Living and Coun-
try’s Best Cabins magazines. Danielle is always looking for professional opportunities related to outdoor writing. To 
learn more about her experiences and see examples of her work, please visit www.danielle-taylor.com.

Since 1991, Robert Stone has been writer, photographer, and publisher of Day Hike Books. He is an award-winning 
journalist and Los Angeles Times best-selling author. Stone is a member of Rocky Mountain Outdoor Writers and 
Photographers, the Northwest Outdoor Writers Association, the Outdoor Writers Association of California, the Bay 
Area Travel Writers. Stone, his wife, Linda, and yellow Labrador companion, Kofax, reside in the Rocky Moun-
tains of Montana and winter on the California central coast. He has hiked every trail in the Day Hike Series. With 
24 hiking guides in the series, many in their third, fourth and fi fth editions, he has hiked thousands of miles of trails 
throughout the western United States. When Robert is not hiking, he researches, writes and maps hikes before return-
ing to the trails.

Steven M. Kendus is a lifelong Delaware resident and avid outdoorsman dedicated to preserving hunting opportu-
nities, lands and traditions. He is a professional book author, columnist, technical writer and marketer, and has had 
various books and articles published. He is an active member of multiple hunting, shooting, and conservation organi-
zations. Kendus is frequently consulted as an authority on Delaware hunting. He has been a speaker at hunting-related 
community events, a guest on Sirius XM Patriot’s Cam & Company, and a guest host for Versus, where he interviewed 
hunting legends Tred Barta and David Morris. Kendus volunteers his marketing and public relations services to 
Exceptional Care for Children, a state-of-the-art residential healthcare facility in Newark, Del., that serves technology-
dependent children and their families. He has a bachelor’s degree in English with a concentration in business and tech-
nical writing from the University of Delaware and is a senior member of the Society for Technical Communication.

Born and raised in greater Boston, Mike McKenna has spent most of his adult life living all over the West. From the 
slopes of Taos, N.M., to the whitewater of Bend, Ore., to the foothills of Boise, Idaho, Mike feels most at home in 
the mountains. He currently lives in Hailey, Idaho, with his wife and two young sons, and is the managing editor for 
Sun Valley Magazine and Mandala Media. Before returning to Idaho, Mike spent seven years in California’s Eastern 
Sierra where he served as staff writer for The Sheet and as founding editor for Eastside Magazine. Mike has won 
numerous awards for his newspaper, magazine and humor writing, and writes a syndicated astrology column under 
the pen name Clouds McCloud.

WELCOME TO OWAA
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DONORS
 November brought monetary gifts from 
generous donors. These tax-deductible 
donations are dedicated to funds designed to 
boost OWAA efforts ranging from educa-
tion programs to operational costs. For 
details about OWAA funds, contact OWAA 
headquarters at 406-728-7434. 
Operating Fund
 Celeste Baumgartner

Paul Bruun
Carl Burger
Homer Circle
Ralph Cramm
Sam Godfrey
F. Eugene Hester
Philip Larson
Michael Terry
Luann Sewell Waters

Madson Fellowship Fund
Patrick Baker
Guy Coheleach
Eleanor Horwitz
Sam Godfrey
Luann Sewell Waters

Restricted Endowment Fund
Sam Godfrey
Luann Sewell Waters

McDowell Scholarship Fund
Patrick Baker
Sam Godfrey
Luann Sewell Waters

Sylvia and Jim Bashline 
Writers Fund
 Jack Ballard
 Margaret Brownell-Gotch
 Kay Ellerhoff
 Rebecca Ellis
 Ellen Grubb
 Jean and William Harris
 George Harrison
 George Ingram
 Martha Ann Johnston
 Glenn Sapir
 James Smith
 Thayne Smith
 Vox Medica Inc.

NEW MEMBERS
 Bob Korpella
 Danielle Taylor
 Jason “Shane” Townsend

PROPOSED NEW 
MEMBERS
 
 Robert Ford, 2346 Union St., P.O. Box 
30, Ramey, PA 16671. (H) 814-378-5565, 
(W) 814-404-4650, beaglebard@gmail.
com. Monthly columns, The American 
Beagler, Hounds & Hunting. Book author, 
“Beagle Tales” (Sunbury Press, April 2011). 
(Renee) Applying for Active Membership; 
sponsored by Bruce Cochran.
 Tom Reale, 12901 Michael Rd., Anchor-
age, AK 99516. (H) 907-345-6980, tg-
reale@gci.net. Primarily a freelance writer 
for Alaska Sporting Journal. Also volunteers 
as a hunter education instructor for Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, and for the 
Russian River Streamwatch Program of the 
U.S. Forest Service, educating river users 
on river ecology and bear safety. (Elaine) 
Applying for Active Membership; spon-
sored by Chris Batin.
 Derek Eiri, P.O. Box 581263, Elk Grove, 
CA 95758. (H) 916-678-0731, derek@
thepackingrat.net. Maintains a personal 
blog, The Packing Rat, focusing on guns, 
gear and grub. NRA-certifi ed to teach rifl e 
and pistol shooting. Eagle scout. Applying 
for Active Membership; sponsored by Paul 
Queneau.
 Kelly Jo McDonnell, 7381 Leonard 
Ave., Lino Lakes, MN 55014. (H) 651-
353-7523, (W) 952-545-9471 ext. 200, (F) 
952-545-4688, kellymcdonnell88@gmail.
com. Writer and TV producer for Ron 
Schara productions, with the company for 
16 years. TV segments air on NBC, Fox and 
The Outdoor Channel. Freelance writer of 
outdoor-related features for the StarTribune. 
Applying for Active Membership; spon-
sored by Ron Schara.

REINSTATED MEMBERS
 
 David John Hawkins, (Active Member) 
6320 W. Moore Tower Rd., Forest, MS 
39074. (W) 601-469-7306, hawkins2209@
att.net. Credits, Mississippi Digital Daily, 
Mississippi Sportsman, Mississippi Land & 
Lodges, Spirit of Morton newspaper.
 
 

 Charlie W. Anderson, (Associate Mem-
ber) 558 6th Street North, New Rockford, 
ND 58356. (H) 701-347-2656, 701-347-
2616, billbobanderson@yahoo.com. Former 
political and business editor for community 
weekly. Publisher, Living Among Nature 
Daringly, an award-winning magazine se-
lected as one of the 24 best new magazines 
in 1986-87.
 John E. Ross, (Active Member) 20174 
Avondale Rd, Abingdon, VA 24211. (H) 
276-628-7007, jross@crosslink.net. Writer 
and photographer. His work on outdoor 
topics regularly appears in Sporting Clas-
sics and Sports Afi eld. Author of numerous 
outdoors books. 

CREDENTIALS REVIEWS
 
 The following members have success-
fully passed the review of their member 
credentials:
 Jack Abrams
 Marty Boa
 Rob Burbank
 Dave Carlson
 Chris Dorsey
 Will Elliott
 Wayne Phillips
 Neal Rogers
 Michael Seymour
 Chris Slemp

NEW SUPPORTING GROUPS, 
AGENCIES AND BUSINESSES
 
 Accuscope, P.O. Box 633, Ankeny, IA 
50021. Contact: Chris Schuling, owner/part-
ner. (W) 515-669-9643, (F) 515-967-0902, 
info@accuscopeusa.com, www.accusco-
peusa.com. One-of-a-kind tool allows the 
user of an Accuscope to sight in a scope and 
fi rearm in as few as two shots.
 Great American Tool Company, 7223 
Boston State Rd., Hamburg, NY 14073. 
Contact: John Anthon, president. (W) 
716-646-5700, (F) 716-646-5775, gatco@
gatcosharpeners.com, www.gatcosharpen-
ers.com. Makers of GATCO knife sharpen-
ers and Timberline knives and tools.

CONTACT UPDATES
 
 John McLaughlin, jlm7w6@mail.
missouri.edu (misprinted in the 2011-12 
Directory).

ASSOCIATION
UPDATE

Departments
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The Windward Shore: 
A Winter on the Great Lakes

By Jerry Dennis, 2011, The Univer-
sity of Michigan Press, 839 Green Street, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104; 738-764-4388; 
http://press.umich.edu/titleDetailDesc.
do?id=4560965; 168 pages; Cloth; $22.95.

Grounded by a knee 
injury, Dennis learns 
to live at a slower 
pace while staying in 
houses ranging from 
a log cabin on Lake 
Superior’s Keweenaw 
Peninsula to a $20 
million mansion on the 
northern shore of Lake 
Michigan. While walk-
ing on beaches and exploring nearby woods 
and villages, he muses on the nature of 
time, weather, waves, agates, books, words 
for snow and ice, our complex relationship 
with nature, and much more. 

Hunting with Teddy
By Michael Levy, Five Valleys Press, 

Missoula, MT; www.FiveValleysPress.com; 
178 pages; softcover, $14.95; e-book, $6.95.

An obsession to know Theodore Roos-
evelt drove the late Michael Levy to read 
great histories, 
newsprints, memoirs, 
and letters about 
“Teddy” to help Levy 
understand the man 
to write what OWAA 
Past President Tom 
Huggler says is “… 
an accurate, true-to-
life narrative that is 
as close to the real 
TR as any modern 
reader can expect.”  

Levy’s novel about America’s 26th presi-
dent originates with Roosevelt’s ranching 
and hunting buffalo on the Western Plains. 
This tough, funny and witty narrative 
parallels Roosevelt’s Rough Rider days and 
documents his quest for power and rise to 
the presidency after President McKinley’s 
assassination.  In a recent Buffalo News 
(N.Y.) review, reporter Gerry Rising called 
Levy’s book “a must read” for Teddy Roos-
evelt connoisseurs.

Sharks: The Sleek and the Savage
By Mary L. Peachin, August 2011, 

CreateSpace Publishing;  http://tinyurl.
com/3uxjwgb; 550 pages; paperback, 
$20.00; e-book, $9.99.

Originally published as “The Complete 
Idiot’s Guide to Sharks” (Alpha/Penguin) in 
2003, this new text in-
cludes updated infor-
mation, all presented 
in non-scientifi c 
terminology, includ-
ing new shark species 
as well as up close 
and personal shark 
encounters experi-
enced by the author as 
well as her dive bud-
dies and others. Mary 
L. Peachin is an award-winning freelance 
writer, with her writing and photography 
published in newspapers, magazines and 
Lonely Planet travel guides. She has pub-
lishing an adventure travel newsletter since 
1996, visit www.peachin.com.

Sport Fishing in the Caribbean
By Mary L. Peachin, July 2011, 

CreateSpace Publishing, http://tinyurl.
com/4yva8px; 376 pages; paperback, 
$14.95; e-book, $9.99

Mary L. Peachin’s third book, “Sports 
Fishing in the 
Caribbean,” 
proves to be the 
ultimate guide to 
sports fi shing in 
the Caribbean. A 
succinct, easy-to-
use handbook with 
tips on where, how 
and with whom to 
fi sh, Peachin gives 
those who love to 
fi sh the upper hand 
when it comes to luring, trolling and baiting 
the warm crystalline waters of the Carib-
bean. Peachin is an award-winning free-
lance writer, and has had work featured in 
newspapers, magazines and Lonely Planet 
travel guides. 

Sweeter than Candy – A Hunter’s 
Journal

By Paul F. Vang, Five Valleys Press, 
Missoula, MT, www.FiveValleysPress.
com; 236 pages, 38 illustrations; softcover, 
$14.99; e-book, $6.99.

This book is an 
unabashedly sentimen-
tal look back at many 
seasons of hunting 
pheasants, grouse 
and waterfowl, along 
with the occasional 
elk or white-tailed 
deer. Above all, it’s an 
intimate examination 
of a hunter’s partner-
ship with his Labrador 
retrievers and other dogs that have been 
hunting buddies and best friends in their 
many outings with shotgun and fl yrod.  
Book author Jerry Kustich writes: “Over 
prairies and through woodlands Paul Vang 
shares memories ... from years when dreams 
were bigger than life, and life was measured 
by endless hunting trips.” 

The Beginner’s Guide to Hunting 
Deer for Food

By Jackson Landers, September 2011, 
Story Publishing, 210 MASS MoCA 
Way, North Adams, MA 01247, 800-441-
5700, http://www.storey.com/book_detail.
php?isbn=9781603427289; 176 pages; 
paperback, $16.95.

Hunting deer is 
the an inexpensive, 
environmentally 
friendly way to 
acquire organic, 
grass-fed meat. 
Even if you’ve 
never held a gun 
before, the author 
shows you how to 
supplement your 
food supply with venison taken near your 
home. He addresses everything a new hunt-
er needs to know. He includes chapters on 
fi eld dressing and butchering after the kill, 
recipes for using the meat, and a chapter 
on the politics and psychology of hunting. 
Whether you hunt to be more self-suffi cient, 
to eat the safest and most nutritious meat 
possible, to protect the environment, or to 
save money, this book is the perfect guide.

BOOKSHELF
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OWAA Student Chapters

For the past three years, I traveled internationally as a 
whitewater kayaking bum. Others might have called me 
a professional whitewater kayaker, but I have gripes with 

that term because professional athletes of other disciplines get paid 
simply to do what they do. Kayakers have to get a bit more creative.

As with many adrenaline sports, at-large whitewater kayakers 
frequently travel for competitions and attention-worthy experiences 
on the water. But kayaking is a niche sport; competition winnings 
hardly pay for the next plane ticket and travel stipends from spon-
sors are hard to come by.

My odd jobs to fuel the “kayak fund” ranged from raft guiding to 
working wine harvests. All the while, I forked up blog posts, short 
articles, event coverage and anything else I could to make ends 
meet.

Grassroots journalism has become its own kind of currency in 
the whitewater kayaking industry. 

Dagger Kayaks Team Manager Andrew Holcombe said it is in-
creasingly important for all levels of athletes to publish themselves 
on the Internet and through other media. Accordingly, professional 
whitewater kayakers are often expected to report on their own 

adventures as a part of maintaining sponsorship.
“It works in the athlete’s favor in terms of generating exposure 

and name recognition, and it also works for whatever brands they’re 
representing,” Holcombe said. “I view it as a win-win situation.”

 Mariann Saether of Norway is one of the most well-published 

BY MONICA GOKEY

Missouri students focus on philanthropy, funding

The author, on the left,  dukes it out with Mariann Saether for fi rst place at the annual Amot Sweet 
Rumble Boatercross Race in Norway. Photo by Nini Bondus.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Little sleep and much stress make 
16 weeks pass with scarce notice. 
And here we are at the end of 

another semester.
The fall 2011 semester marked the fi rst 

full string of meetings for the University of 
Missouri-Columbia chapter of OWAA. For 
this I am pleased.

Our group started fi rst with offi cer train-
ing aimed at obtaining as much funding as 
possible from the University of Missouri. 
We then established our philanthropic 
objective. And now, we are gearing to cap-
ture as many of the qualifi ed 33,318 total 
students enrolled here in mid-Missouri. 

Funding is our major priority. Through 
funding, we are able to escape the university 
and enjoy the fruits of Missouri. We could 
dine during meetings, and even travel to 
Alaska for the next annual conference. Joe 

Pecoraro, our vice president, and I certainly 
enjoyed the 2011 OWAA conference in Salt 
Lake City.

Deciding on the type of philanthropy was 
easy. Most of Columbia lies on the Hinkson 
Creek Watershed — which suffers from the 
city’s storm water runoff and is listed as a 
impaired watershed per the federal Clean 
Water Act. 

Our group, with help from the Mis-
souri Stream Team Program, has adopted a 
stretch of the Hinkson fl owing just south of 
MU. At the start of the spring semester, we 
will hold regular stream cleaning sessions to 
remove trash and debris from the creek side 
and begin collecting water-quality samples 
from our section of the stream. 

Collaboration with the numerous other 
Stream Teams along the impaired water way 
is expected.

Aside from philanthropy, the group — 
after already losing members to last spring’s 
graduation — decided upon a multi-staged 
membership drive spanning the campus. 

Members already have stepped up to an-
nounce the arrival of our group during their 
regular classes.

During winter months, we will regularly 
establish a presence in the most heavily 
traversed indoor areas of campus. Namely, 
this includes our new multi-million dollar 
student center — which is regularly packed 
with students of every given demographic 
— the College of Agriculture, Food and 
Natural Resources, and of course, the Mis-
souri School of Journalism.

Spring will bring the opportunity of even 
more heavily-traveled areas with the addition 
of our university’s numerous green spaces.

For starters, we hope to procure fi ve new 
members per semester, which gives us an 
average biannual growth of two to three 
students. Incoming freshman are of high 
priority.

Without a doubt, this past semester has 
been successful. We look forward to spring, 
when we expect a more pronounced expan-
sion of MU membership. 

Whitewater writing

BY JOHN McLAUGHLIN
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athletes in the industry, not only for articles related to kayaking, but 
for her voice as a travel journalist. She is also one of the best kayak-
ers in the world, gender irrelevant. 

Though writing is not a major source of income for Saether, it 
supplies her with a steady fl ow of pocket money so she can stay on 
the road for longer periods of time.

“More importantly, it’s mentally stimulating in a different way 
than kayaking is,” Saether wrote in an email from the Dominican 
Republic.

For me, the onus of writing for my sponsors evolved into a fer-
vent desire to write about all of my experiences on the road — kay-
aking and otherwise. Can words really make a reader feel a fi stful 
of red Uganda earth in their hand before sliding into the White Nile 
river? My itch to tell stories from my travels eventually drove me to 
the welcoming walls of academia to pursue writing more seriously.

I now fi nd myself chiseling away at a master’s degree in envi-
ronmental journalism at The University of Montana. Joining the 
embryonic OWAA chapter on campus has allowed me to connect 
with other writers striving to capture their gorgeous experiences in 
the great outdoors with the medium of pen and paper. 

In my attempt to evolve writing into a full-time career instead 
of just a tactic for funding my lifestyle, I am grateful for the years 
I took to jet around the globe as a whitewater kayaker, furnishing 
myself with amazing experiences to bring back to the classroom 
and beyond. 

During their fi rst semester as a student group, the OWAA 
University of Montana Student Chapter has held meetings 
where attendees workshopped articles and listened to speak-
ers. They will continue recruiting and funding efforts in the 
spring after gaining the university’s formal recogition as a 
student group.

WHITEWATER WRITING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

OWAA members recognized in 
AGLOW’s annual contests

This year’s conference was held in Sep-
tember at Honey Creek Resort State Park on 
Rathbun Lake, Iowa. We would like to send 
a round-of-applause to all of the OWAAers 
whose work was recognized at AGLOW’s 
annual awards-in-craft contest. 

Award recipients include: Will Elliott, 
Steven A. Griffi n, Gary Howey, Don 
Ingle, Jeff Kelm, Dan Small, Thomas J. 
O’Toole, Paul Smith, Doug Stamm, Tom 
Watson and Bobby Whitehead.

View details of the awards at: www.
owaa.org/ou/2011/10/owaa-members-recog-
nized-in-aglow-annual-contests.

Putt wins Nevada Duck Stamp 
Art Contest
 Gerald Putt has been announced the 
winner of the 2012 Nevada Duck Stamp Art 
Contest. This year’s contest species was the 
American wigeon.

“It’s a very proud feeling of accomplish-
ment,” Putt said.

In giving advice to other artists, he said, 
“Persistence pays off. Don’t give up just 
because you don’t win in the fi rst couple of 
tries. Small steps are sometimes the only 
way to improvement, but I don’t get dis-
couraged by a few stumbles along the way.”

To view Putt’s winning painting and the 
other entries, visit www.ndow.org/wild/
stamp.

Weinreb Wyatt and Schroeder 
‘tie the knot’

Risa Weinreb Wyatt and Peter Saxton 
Schroeder were wed Nov. 25, 2011, in 
Sonoma Calif. 

“We request your best wishes, and — 
please — nothing more,” their announce-
ment said.

They will continue to live at their Seattle 
Wash., home during the summer. Their new 
winter residence address is: 20605 Pueblo 
Rd., Sonoma, Calif. 

Kentucky Outdoor Press 
Association honors Piatt

The Kentucky Outdoor Press Association 
presented Sam Piatt with the Cutting Edge 
Award. The award, sponsored by KOPA 
and Buck Knives, is given to outstanding 
writers who have made a continued con-
tribution to outdoor communication. Only 

three of these awards have been given in the 
past 10 years. Piatt, of South Shore, Ky., a 
veteran of outdoor pages in magazines and 
daily newspapers, was cited for excellence 
in journalism extending for half a century. 
Piatt is a full-time freelance writer and pho-
tographer with outdoor columns appearing 
weekly in the Daily Independent and the 
Portsmouth Daily Times of Portsmouth, Ky.

Alpen Optics partners with 
Scorzafava

Alpen Optics is partnering with Dick 
Scorzafava to launch a new signature series 
of rifl escopes and binoculars called the 
Radical Hunter Series for 2011. Visit www.
alpenoutdoor.com for product information. 
Scorzafava, host of “The Radical Hunter” 
television show, in his excitement for col-
laborating with Alpen said, “Alpen binocu-
lars and rifl escopes are absolutely phenom-
enal for clarity and durability. You can’t buy 
more reliable optics.” 

Muzzy teams up with Eichler for 
signature series broadheads

Engineers at Muzzy worked closely with 
Fred Eichler, host of “Easton Bowhunt-
ing” and owner of Full Draw Outfi tters in 
Colorado, to design the new Fred Eichler 
Signature Series Phantom Broadhead. The 
broadhead is designed to maximize per-
formance and penetration for traditional or 
compound archers. For product details, visit 
www.muzzy.com. 

MEMBER
NEWS

Have you won any awards 
or done something 
equally awesome? 

Email news to OU Editor
at aschroeder@owaa.org.
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Up to $15,000 up for 
grabs in 2012 contests

With 10 contests and 48 
categories, you’re 
sure to win in 
the OWAA 
2012 
Excellence 
in Craft 
contests.

Avoid 
the entry 
fee increase 
and submit your 
entries by Jan. 2, 
2012.*

Contests include:
 Television/Video/Webcast
 Radio/Podcast
 Magazine/E-zine
 Newspaper/Website
 Blog
 Column
 Book/E-book
 Children’s story in a 

 newspaper, magazine or Web 
 product
 Illustration/Graphic
 Photography
To enter the contests, go 

to www.owaa.org/eic. Rules 
and entry forms are available 
online. 

The contests will continue 
with the new digital online 
entry system fi rst instituted in 
2011. For entries submitted this 
way, the entry fee will remain 
as it has been for the past few 
years, at $10 per submission. 
For those who choose to send in 
their entries via postal mail (for 
example, magazine clips instead 
of PDFs submitted online), 
the fee will be $20 per entry. 
This fee increase excludes 
books, CDs and DVDs. The fee 
increase covers admin costs for 
digitizing paper entries.

*The receive-by deadline for 
the Book/E-book contest entries 
at OWAA headquarters was 
Dec. 1, 2011.

BRIEFLY...

s, you re 
in in 
A 
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Your OWAA 
end-of-year checklist

OWAA offi ce closed Dec. 23-Jan 2.
In observance of the Christmas and New Years’ holidays, the OWAA 
offi ce will be closed Dec. 23 through Jan. 2.  Headquarters will 
reopen on Jan. 3, 2012. 

Questions about EIC contests? Call today!
If you have questions on your EIC submissions, we urge you to call 
or email OWAA headquarters prior to Dec. 23, as we’ll not be able to 
address your concerns until our offi ces re-open on Jan. 3.

Renew dues
Your annual dues are due to the OWAA offi ce by Jan. 6, 2012, to 
avoid a disruption in your membership — you can pay online at 
www.shop.owaa.org, or mail your payment to 615 Oak Street, Suite 
201, Missoula, MT 59801.
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