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McMANUS SIGHTING!
Stop the presses! All rumors of Patrick F. 

McManus recent passing are false. Put away 
your draft obit columns and read this.

About a month ago I sent the following 
email to his last known address: “Pat, we 
should have lunch before one of us is dead.”

Instant reply: “I have the whole week of 
April 8-13 free.”

As with another April resurrection with 
which you may be familiar, the witness 
cried out, “He lives!”

With my own eyes I can attest that Pat is 
alive and well and is not yet done with his 
readers. He remains as pesky as ever, bent 
on working each day nailing clever sen-
tences to blank pages. Like a machine that 
cannot rest, he writes and writes and writes. 
The man does not use a word processor; he 
is one. 

When asked how well he is doing finan-
cially, Pat said, “Oh, I don’t know. Money 
comes in all the time, I just don’t bother to 
count it.” 

This is the sort of remark you might get 
from Bill Gates who, as a math major with 
too much time on his hands once calculated, 
“If Bill dropped $275,000 on the ground in 
small bills, it wouldn’t be worth his time to 
bend over and pick it up.”

To catch up with Pat, I had to invite him 
to lunch, drive almost to Canada to meet 

him in one of his favorite restaurants, and 
pick up the tab. But it was worth it. 

When I asked after his health, I got this 
nugget: “I can’t remember people’s names 
anymore. Someone I’ve known for 40 years 
will come up to me when I’m signing books 
and I’ll ask, “And who should I make this 
out to?”

And they say, “Me!”
So I say, “How do you spell me?”
Despite his few complaints, his endless 

peck-peck-pecking on a keyboard is still 
producing some of the most-loved prose in 
the world. He says he enjoys the novel form 
now because short stuff is too much work 
these days. Basically, he is lazing around 
in the big pool and no longer swimming 
sprints.

Twenty or more years ago when he was 
setting my feet upon the treacherous trail 
writers must take to see their names in print, 
I asked him to whom he was writing his 
stories. He said, “To guys who move their 
lips when they read.”

But a lovelier, second response was, “To 
men whose wives and girlfriends read my 
stories to them in bed because they have not 
yet learned to read.” (That quote may be off 
a little, but not by much.)

As some of you know, Pat was my men-
tor when I decided to fritter away a substan-
tial portion of my life trying to write about 
the Great Outdoors. For this, I have never 
forgiven him. But those who know of our 
relationship have envied it, just as much as I 
have cherished it. 

To inspire all the young authors out there, 

one final insight into how Pat thinks about 
making a living writing. I have found this 
parallax view most helpful to ensuring my 
own motivation to keep at the keyboard 
when good sense would tell a saner man to 
go fishing.

Early on I asked Pat what it felt like to 
see his books sitting on the shelves in book-
stores. He said, “I see them as little Pat’s 
screaming to people walking by, “Send Pat 
McManus two bucks!” If he can’t bother to 
count his money, it must be working.

Finally, while on a fly-fishing speaking 
tour in Southern California many years ago, 
and after I gave a large audience in Pasade-
na my very best blend of wit, wisdom, and 
jokes, I asked for questions.

Someone yelled out, “Tell us a Patrick 
McManus story!!!”

And who am I, I thought, chopped liver?
Then I told them my best PM story, and 

the house came down....

— Paul Quinnett,
Cheney, Wash.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Feedback guidelines
Members are encouraged to write about 
issues and topics. The executive director 
and editor will decide whether opinions are 
appropriate for debate or if the comments 
promote a personal cause; if the “cause” is 
unrelated to OWAA’s mission and potentially 
damaging to the membership, the letter might 
not be printed. Word limit: 400. Longer letters 
will be returned for revision. Send letters to 
editor@owaa.org.

OWAA awarded 12 Norm Strung 
Youth Writing prizes totaling $1,700. The 
contest was sponsored by the Safari Club 
International Foundation.

The annual contest has categories for 
poetry and prose in two divisions: junior 
(grades 6-8) and senior (grades 9-12). 
Entries must be outdoors oriented and 
previously published in a newsletter, 
newspaper, magazine, literary collection, 
or similar publication. First-place winners 
in all categories received $250, second-
place winners received $125 and third-
place winners received $50. 

JUNIOR POETRY
First place: “Ode to a Crocus” by 

Claire Dauge-Roth; Bath, Maine.
Second place: “Seven Twister” by  

Wallace Jackson; Edgecomb, Maine.
Third place: “Harvest Song” by Haley 

Hughes; Gallipolis, Ohio.

SENIOR POETRY
First place: “Memory Slope” by Darby 

Martin; Moscow, Idaho.
Second place: “Changes of Autumn” 

by Stephen Miller; Coloma, Mich.
Third place: “I Am From” by Jake 

Marshall; Rhinebeck, N.Y.

JUNIOR PROSE
First place: “One Feisty Fish” by Jes-

sica Robach; Perry, Mich.
Second place: “Big Fish, Bigger 

Smiles” by Sarah Zumbrock; Grand Rap-
ids, Mich.

Third place: “The best teal hunt ever” 

by Seth Abel; Johnstown, Ohio.

SENIOR PROSE
First place: “Dropping from November 

Skies” by Cole Brody; Faribault, Minn.
Second place: “What Archery Hunting 

Means to Me” by Gina Palmiter; Clarks 
Summit, Pa. 

Third place: “The detail’s in the Dev-
ils” by Tanner Hardy; Spokane, Wash.

Winning entries from this year’s con-
test will be printed in the December/Janu-
ary issue of Outdoors Unlimited.

The deadline for next year’s entries is 
March 17, 2014.  For complete contest 
rules and more information, visit www.
owaa.org/programs/contests/norm-strung-
youth-writing-awards. n

2013 Norm Strung Youth Writing Awards contest winners announced
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Letter from the Editor

OWAA headquarters team 
to add new member

The headline of this column could read  
“Ashley wishes to step back from full-
time job duties with OWAA.” But instead, 

I think it should be “OWAA adds to headquarters 
team.”

The short story:
I have decided to step back from my full-time 

duties as editor of Outdoors Unlimited and have 
someone else join the headquarters team in that 
capacity. I will continue to work 
part-time for OWAA and will 
remain actively involved in 
OWAA’s online presence and 
communications with members, 
supporters and the public, but 
from a more behind-the-scenes 
role. This transition has been 
a long time coming and will 
allow me more time to grow my 
freelance graphic and website 
design business. 

This is the last issue of OU 
that will list in the masthead, my name as editor. 
As I type this, the hiring committee is nearing the 
end of the interview and hiring process and the new 
publications editor will publish the October/Novem-
ber issue of OU.

The long story:
There’s a saying, attributed to Kobi Yamada, that 

goes: “Sometimes you just have to take the leap, and 
build your wings on the way down.”

As most of you know, especially if you attended 
my “why you need a website” session at the Alaska 
conference, that when I’m not working for OWAA 
or training for marathons, I moonlight as a website 
designer, also doing graphic design for online and 
print.

I’ve always had an eye for design, but I first 
caught the bug for designing websites in 2009. Per-
haps you’ll remember when Paul Queneau helped 
HQ staff set up a WordPress website for Outdoors 
Unlimited when the publication initially moved to 
an online-only publication. (I don’t know about you, 
but I’m glad we’re now publishing bimonthly, in 

addition to having an online version.) WordPress has 
come a long way since then, and along the way I’ve 
been learning more about the content management 
system, creating websites for small businesses and 
individuals, and even a few OWAA members who 
have contracted out with me to create their websites.

The time has now come for me to take a leap of 
faith career-wise, as my time living and playing in 
Missoula may be coming to an end. To that end, my 
job with OWAA doesn’t have to be done “in Mis-
soula.” But as my website design business grows, 
there are unfortunately only so many hours in the 
day. Because I have come to care about this organi-
zation deeply, I want to make sure that if and when 
I leave this idyllic town that OWAA is well-suited 
with staff to carry on the work currently being done 
at headquarters.

Words cannot express how grateful I am for the 
work environment I’ve had the past 4.5 years (five, 
if you include my college internship). Since I first 
started working at OWAA HQs, Outdoors Unlim-
ited has come and gone as a printed publication to 
digital magazine, to back to print again, in a variety 
of frequencies and formats. Throughout that time, I 
helped launch our social media accounts, including 
our Facebook page which is liked by almost 1,300 
people as of this writing. Our website has undergone 
a redesign — twice. We’ve greatly increased the 
frequency of press release writing and distribution, 
expanded our conference’s website presence, and 
moved the EIC contests to an online-based entry 
system, to name a few ways I’ve been involved with 
OWAA’s move forward in the digital frontier the 
past few years.

I’ve enjoyed working as editor of Outdoors 
Unlimited since August 2009 but am also excited for 
my new role at OWAA HQs. And I can’t wait to see 
what the future holds for OWAA’s members, sup-
porters, staff, and our new editor who I look forward 
to welcoming to the headquarters team. n

—  Ashley Schroeder,  
OWAA Publications and Communications Director,

aschroeder@owaa.org

ASHLEY SCHROEDER
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President’s Message

‘United by passion’

On a humid September afternoon 22 years ago I knocked 
on Capt. Frank Tryon’s stateroom door.

“Lieutenant Taylor, here,” I said.
I was there for my annual fitness report debriefing.  It went well. 

Our ship, the USS Charleston, had recently returned from a seven-
month cruise to the Mediterranean, where we stayed busy with 
operations related to the recent Gulf War. After an admittedly rocky 
start to my Navy career, I was figuring things out.

I thanked the skipper for the positive report.
“It makes it even tougher to do this,” I said, handing him a letter.
I was resigning my commission, effective about six months later.
I told Capt. Tryon that I wanted to be an 

outdoors writer. 
He was fairly incredulous. How could I, 

he wondered, be willing to leave the relative 
stability, good pay and excitement of the life of 
a military officer for the uncertainty and almost 
assuredly financially meager existence of a 
writer?

The answer was simple. 
Passion.
The Navy was a job, and a good one. But I 

didn’t love it. I loved the outdoors, and loved 
writing about it. If I was going to make a go of making that a career, 
the time to do it was when I was 26, single and debt-free.

The skipper didn’t understand, but you all do.
We’re not doing this to get rich. We’re doing it because we love it. 
We’ve all had to pay dues to get here. For me, it was working as 

a cub reporter at a little weekly newspaper that covered the military 
in the Norfolk, Va., area.

I wrote about Boy Scout troops visiting helicopter squadrons, 
about base touch football games and about Tom Clancy signing 
copies of his latest thriller at the Navy Exchange.

And, because we had a staff of three and lots of pages to fill, I 
wrote about fishing and hunting as much as possible.

When Bill Cochran retired from The Roanoke Times 15 years 
ago, I applied even though I had no shot. Somehow I got the job.

The full-time outdoor writer gig opened up a new world to me. 
The world of OWAA. A world of peers who are just as passionate 
about this as I am.

Bill sponsored me for membership, and I remember how thrilled 
I was when I got my OWAA Directory and saw my name listed 
alongside many of my heroes. At conferences I got to not only see 
some of those heroes in person, I got to know them.

I started attending conferences regularly in 2005, after I’d agree 
to serve with Bill as a local co-chair for the 2007 Roanoke confer-
ence. Working with the conference local committee that year gave 
me my first real taste of volunteerism. 

The role required a lot of time, but I didn’t mind because work-
ing with Bill, his wife Katherine, and conference chair Phil Bloom 
was fun and inspiring. Phil and I spent hours on the phone and in 
meetings, discussing not only the conference, but the outdoors  
communication industry.

He, along with friends and OWAA volunteers such as Tom 
Stienstra, Glenn Sapir, Bill Monroe and Tom Wharton helped 
inspire me to run for the board. And it was Phil who called a couple 
years after that and asked if I’d consider running for third vice 
president.

I’d be lying if I said there haven’t been a few times over the past 
few years that I had wished I’d missed that call from Phil.

It’s sometimes been a rocky ride. But, in general, it’s been a great 
ride.

And it has been the people who have said “yes” when I’ve called, 
even if they may have wanted to say “no,” who have made it great.

If I thanked everyone personally by name in this farewell col-
umn, we’d be here all week. But there are a few folks whom I must 
name.

My predecessor, the aforementioned Bill Cochran, has become a 
mentor and a dear friend, and also a decent saltwater fishing guide. 
During our long drives to Virginia game department meetings Bill 
has been a sounding board, an inspiration and a voice of reason. He 
promised to come to Alaska to be there when I became president 
and he kept his word, as he always does.

OWAA legal counsel Bill Powell has probably developed a 
permanent crook in his neck from shaking his head at some of the 
questions I’ve had for him during the past 18 months. I owe him a 
huge debt of gratitude for keeping me from making too big of fool 
out of myself.

Katie McKalip, back during her OWAA staff days, was a great 
editor when she was handling my Newspaper Section columns. As 
OWAA secretary she has done a super job making sure we have a 
better record of association business than just my memory.

Treasurer Jack Ballard, likewise, has done a great job of han-
dling our fragile budget.

Vice presidents Bill Graham and Mark Freeman made smooth 
work of the Fairbanks and Lake Placid conference planning. They, 
with new executive director Tom Sadler minding the helm, will 
keep this ship sailing straight.

The board over the past few years has been amazing. It takes a 
special person to donate the kind of time required to be a productive 
board member. OWAA’s membership needs to know that everyone 
on the current board is in it for the right reasons.

Current OWAA Communications and Publications Director 
Ashley Schroeder deserves a big thanks for her patience with my 
deadline-pushing, and Membership and Conference Services Coor-
dinator Jessica Pollett earns one for her patience with me in general. 
(Which reminds me, Jessica, I know I need to register for the Lake 
Placid conference. I’ll try to do it this afternoon.)

Finally, a big thanks to all the members and supporters, whose 
dedicated membership keeps us moving forward.

You are OWAA.
We are OWAA.
United by passion. n

—  OWAA President Mark Taylor,
mtaylor@owaa.org

MARK TAYLOR
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From the Executive Director’s Desk

Are you coming to conference? I hope so.
Conference is one of the best parts of OWAA. Where else can we 

so fully embrace the OWAA mission on all levels?
n Conference helps you improve you professional skills.
n At conference you can actively participate in the enjoyment and conserva-

tion of natural resources.
n Conference lets you mentor new communicators.
n At conference you can learn from those mentors.
n Conference showcases and promotes the highest ethical and communica-

tions standards. In addition, at conference we recognize and reward the best in 
the business. 

What better opportunity is there to enjoy so much of 
what OWAA is then at conference?

This will be my first conference as your executive direc-
tor, but it won’t be my first time attending conference. In 
years past I attended conferences in St. George, Utah, and 
Haines City, Fla. I know first-hand how much conference 
offers both our members and supporters. The schedule is 
jam-packed and there is so much to see and do before and 
after. Most importantly, the fellowship and camaraderie is 
unlike anything I have ever witnessed.

Here are a few sessions on the agenda for Lake Placid 
that caught my attention.

n Leaping into the Future II — I’m a big fan of social media but to others 
it is voodoo. OWAA members from all segments of our industry will share 
their experiences in the rapidly evolving realm of new media (anything from 
e-books to blogs to apps) and what it means for outdoor communication.
n Gun Writing for Fly-Fisherman — Hey, I’m a fly-fishing guide, of course 

this one got my attention!  Outdoor writers who don’t normally cover firearms 
will benefit from this primer for non-gun communicators. By the way, hikers, 
kayakers, mountain climbers and birders are welcome, too.
n Meet/Ask the Editors — As a freelancer I am always curious about new 

opportunities.  Editors and publishers will discuss what they are looking for 
and how to sell your work. This Q-and-A style session will be followed by a 
meet-and-greet.

Plus, Demo and Shooting days are fun and exciting and there are always 
some memorable moments at the dinners and in the hospitality suites. And 
don’t miss opportunities to generate story ideas, make connections within the 
outdoor industry and check out new outdoor products.

If you are a new member, I strongly encourage you to come to conference! 
There is no better way to get started with OWAA than at conference. All first-
time attendees get a special rate and we even give you a mentor to show you 
the ropes!

Read more on Pages 16-19 for information to make you conference experi-
ence fun, informative and profitable. 

I hope you will join us! n

— OWAA Executive Director Tom Sadler, 
tsadler@owaa.org

Why come 
to conference?

TOM SADLER

n BOARD NOMINATING PROCEDURE

The OWAA Board Nominating Committee is 
now accepting candidates for review. They will 
choose a slate so OWAA members in spring 2014 
can elect three new board members for three-year 
terms.

Service on the OWAA Board is a great way to 
enrich your experiences as a member and to make 
deeper connections with outdoor communicators 
across the nation. At 86 years and rising, OWAA 
members are growing stronger as America’s Voice of 
the Outdoors. A tradition of excellent volunteers has 
been the driving force behind OWAA’s longevity.

If you would like to recommend a candidate 
or put your own name on the list, please forward 
names and information to committee chairman 
Kevin Rhoades at krhoades@bresnan.net.

Submissions of potential candidates should 
include name, background in outdoor communica-
tions, years of OWAA membership, committees 
served on, conferences attended, why do you want 
to run, or why do you think the person is qualified 
to serve.

Per board policy, names go into a pool, com-
mittee members rank candidates and those with 
the best ranking fill out the slate. Don’t be shy, and 
don’t hesitate to try again if you’ve been nominated 
in years past. Many outstanding board members 
have served who on first try did not make it to the 
election slate or did not get elected.

n OFFICER NOMINATING PROCEDURE

The Officer Nominating Committee is also ac-
cepting candidates. They will choose a slate for 
second vice president and treasurer. Those officers 
will be elected by the board at the  May 2014 board 
meeting during the conference in McAllen, Texas. 
To nominate or suggest a second vice president or 
treasurer candidate, please contact committee chair-
man Tim Mead at ancientanglertim@aol.com. 

These committees normally begin their work at 
annual conference. But with the fall conference at 
Lake Placid pushing close to deadlines in the by-
laws, and a spring conference to follow in McAllen, 
they are getting an early start. Deadline for nomina-
tions is Sept. 30, per the OWAA Board Nominating 
Procedure. However, both committees would prefer 
to have all nominations received by Sept. 16, in 
conjunction with the last day of the OWAA annual 
conference. n

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR 
OWAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AND OFFICERS
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Carey Kish was 18 years old when 
he through-hiked the Appalachian 
Trail. He got the idea when he 

was 11 and, until he was ready to begin, 
he carried Edward Garvey’s “Appalachian 
Hiker” with him like a bible. In his home-
town of Bangor, Maine, the high school 
principal and teachers and Kish’s parents 
agreed to let him graduate early so he could 
start the 2,150-mile trek. 

“The experience was so powerful that I 
think about it every day,” Kish said.

He hiked south to north, from Georgia 
to Maine, so every step brought him closer 
to home, and when Kish smelled the Maine 
air, he slowed down and opened himself up 
to the experience. It was 1977, after four 
months of hard work he was on the home 
stretch. Kish could finally relax and enjoy 
the adventure. 

Years before he was prepared for the Ap-
palachian Trail, Kish developed an interest 
in writing. In his childhood, he wrote about 
many outdoor explorations. His hometown 
and his enthusiasm for hiking earned him 
the nickname the “Bangor Maineiac.”

After high school and the Appalachian 
Trail, he started working a day job to sup-
port his adventures and his writing. Kish 
also wrote the newsletter for the Maine 
Outdoors Adventure Club, a group he co-
founded, without pay. It was a preparation 
for bigger and better things. 

The time he spent on the Appalachian 
Trail eventually motivated Kish to become 
one of its many stewards. Dana Thurston 
maintains a stretch adjacent to one of 
Kish’s. The two have been good friends 
since they met in the late ‘80s through a 
mutual friend. Thurston through-hiked the 
Appalachian Trail in 1991 with Kish’s help. 
He also saw the early days of MOAC.

“He was instrumental in the first decade 
of the club, either as the president or being 
on the board to some capacity,” Thurston 

said.
Then in the summer of 2010, the Ap-

palachian Mountain Club offered Kish the 
chance to edit the 2012 edition of their 
“Maine Mountain Guide.” The job suited 
him perfectly. 

“I had hiked 80 percent of the trails in 
that book already, it’s like I had been re-
searching to edit that book for years,” Kish 
said.

Kish set to work hiking some of the 
trails in the book again, making corrections 
and incorporating his own observations. 
The 10th edition of the “Maine Mountain 
Guide” included 200 new trails and 75 new 
peaks when Kish was done with it.

John Mullens serves as the education 
chair and coordinates monthly talks for the 
Maine chapter of AMC. He says Kish is 
his first choice to present to an audience. 
Photographs taken by Kish  complement his 

easy-going, natural presence. The combi-
nation creates an experience Mullens says 
really draws a crowd.

“I know people who come to hear him 
are sitting there spellbound, listening to his 
adventurous tales, and wishing Carey would 
ask them to join him on his next adventure,” 
Mullens said.

Mullens bought land in Vermont after he 
went looking for the peace and tranquility 
Kish promised he would find on the Freeze-
out Trail in Baxter State Park. He has since 
built a cabin and made plans to move. 

“It’s Carey’s fault that my wife and I are 
moving to Vermont,” Mullens joked.

Kish joined OWAA in 2010; for him 
it was the logical next step since he was 
already a member of the New England 

Character Sketch: Carey Kish

BY PETER VAN HORN

Carey Kish, outdoor adventurer and writer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

Carey Kish hiking Glacier Point in Yosemite National Park, with the famous Half  Dome pictured in the background. Photo 
courtesy of Carey Kish.

The ‘Bangor Maineiac’
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Craft Improvement

There is one thing I love nearly as 
much as I love writing: cooking!  
I find both have a lot in common. 

In fact, some of the ways I come up with 
new dishes is precisely the same way I’ve 
been able to take the basic ingredients of 
an initial story and “re-cook” them into 
several fresh and equally tasty articles. It’s 
sometimes even lucrative to pitch a new 
angle to an originally published piece to the 
same magazine. You could get a second and 
sometimes third run, all based on one initial 
submission. 

To carry the culinary analogy further, 
imagine an initial story on barbecuing salm-
on. You write about the foundation ingredi-
ent (fish), you talk about the preparation 
methods, the seasonings and other enhance-
ments and so on, up through the technical 
details of cooking temperatures and time. 

Your next article might be built upon 
the same base category — cooking — but 
now you might talk about different methods 
of preparing your catch, or perhaps offer 
a selection of herbs and spices that work 
especially well to enhance fish and game.  
You might work up a travel piece that takes 
the reader around a region tasting local 
variations on a common theme. 

“Sell the sizzle, not the steak!” is an 
old marketing adage that can be applied to 
retelling as well as reselling articles. Each 
component of your article, each sizzling bit 
that enhances the overall story, might be an-
other story in itself. On that note, part of the 
editing process, especially if you subscribe 
to the “less is best” tenet of writing, might 
yield subtopics of the main story that would 
be better pulled out of the story entirely to 
serve as a different article’s subject matter.

I’ve been successful writing about out-
door self-reliance and emergency skills and 
techniques — from basic steps to types of 
gear and everything in between. Each article 
has been rooted in the same basic format 

I’ve learned to trust, yet each subsequent 
treatment offers a new approach to the 
theme. One step, for example, is emergency 
structures. From that first piece have sprung 
several additional articles — shelter cover-
ings; useful lashes and knots for emergen-
cies; how to make a good shelter bed; using 
nature’s shelters — and the list is limited 
only by my awareness of the versatility of 
the topic. 

If I am ever at a loss for a topic to pitch 
to a publisher I’ve worked for before, I go 
back to my files and read through stories 
to see if there are new angles within the 
original text that can be used to create an 
updated or expanded or more focused piece. 
A common example of one good option is a 
crossover topic, like a piece about a kayak/
destination adventure in a fishing magazine 
or a review citing the versatility of a hunt-
ing product that can be used in a hiker’s 
environment.

In cooking you can always get by with 
the same meal time and time again. By 

changing the spices, ingredients and even 
the kind of heat you use, you can create so 
many more delicious entrees. In the writing 
kitchen, too, changing the recipe based on 
the main dish may enable you to cook up 
more and more tasty “meals” (and “dessert” 
sidebars, too?) — and even help keep more 
food on the table as well. n

Editor’s note: This article previously ap-
peared in the Horizons newsletter published 
by the Association of Great Lakes Outdoors 
Writers.

BY TOM WATSON

A member since 1988, Tom 
Watson is from Appleton, 
Minn. He is a freelance writer 
and photographer specializing 
in Alaska, tourism, outdoor 
destinations and product 
reviews. Watson is also a 
guidebook author. Contact him 
at tom@tomwatsonwrites.com.

An initial story on a restaurant serving carp omelettes might lead to other articles on other rough fish options, unique 
preparation methods, where to find such foods regionally and so on. Photo by Tom Watson.

Cookin’ up
another new story
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In his book “Fundamentals of World Regional Geography” 
(Thomson Brooks/Cole, 2007), author Joseph J. Hobbs cites 
a 2002 study commissioned by the National Geographic 

Society in which a population of United States citizens aged 18-24 
was asked to locate on maps many of the most important places in 
their lives and in the news.

Eleven percent of those surveyed could 
not locate the United States on a blank 
map of the world. Forty-nine percent could 
not find New York City, ground zero for 
the most spectacular of the 9/11 attacks. 
Eighty-three percent did not know where 
Afghanistan is, despite that country’s 
omnipresence in news of the war on ter-
rorism. Eighty-seven percent did not know 
where to situate Iraq, which at the time was 
also prominent in the news as U.S. forces 
prepared to invade the country.

The National Geographic Society survey 
also tested the geographic awareness of 
18- to 24-year-olds from Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Sweden and 
Great Britain. The Americans came in next 
to last, above only the youth of Mexico. 
(Sweden, incidentally, was No. one, fol-
lowed by Germany and Italy.)

Some of you reading this article are in that group of 18- to 
24-year-old Americans, or soon will be. The dismal findings related 
above are not meant to embarrass you or confront you with how 
little you may know about the world. Instead, they pose a challenge 
to you to learn about our world, especially the cultures and life-
styles of the people that inhabit our planet’s countries and regions.  

Geography is not just about learning the capital of France (Paris) 
or Singapore (which, by the way, is Singapore since it is a city-
state, one of a handful world-wide). Geography is learning — and 
knowing — about languages, dress, climate and weather, topog-
raphy, religion and politics, and most importantly, the history and 
background of a country and their inhabitants.

Recent scientific breakthroughs in high-speed transportation 
and communications have shrunk our world tremendously. Where 
once it would take months, perhaps years, to reach a remote spot on 
the globe can now be accessed in a matter of hours or days. With 
the advent of satellite and Internet communications, that time has 

shrunk to a matter of seconds.
So what is all this leading to, you ask? Simply this: Now is the 

time to learn about our world and its peoples, not later.
  Final questions! Can you locate the U.S. on a map? New York 

City? Afghanistan? Iraq? Do you know the capital of Afghanistan? 
Iraq? The United States? If you answered “no” to any of these ques-
tions, consider geography as an elective as you prepare for college. 

What’s the difference between latitude and longitude? How many 
continents are there? How many oceans? 
Which one is the largest, area-wise, and deep-
est (and saltiest)? What’s the largest city in 
the world? What’s the longest river on Earth? 
Closer to home, what’s the longest river in the 
United States? (If you guessed the Missis-
sippi, guess again). Measured from its base 
to its summit, what’s the tallest mountain? 
(Hint: it isn’t Mt. Everest). If you answered 
“I don’t know” to any of these questions, then 
you need to seriously consider brushing up on 
your geography knowledge.

In order to flourish in today’s world 
economy, no matter what business or career, 
you need to know the people of the country 
you’re competing against or conducting busi-
ness with. Rest assured they know about you 
and your country. Just as in sports, knowledge 
of your opponent’s weaknesses and strengths 
can mean the difference between success and 
failure.

By the way, for you non-college-age OWAA members, if you’re 
cogitating a fishing trip to Baja, Costa Rica or Argentina, a hunting 
excursion to New Zealand or a safari to South Africa, you might 
want to do some homework on the geography of these countries 
and regions of the globe beforehand. You may be surprised to learn 
something about that country that will make your journey less 
stressful and much more productive and pleasant. 

If I may paraphrase an old axiom, “It’s never too late to teach an 
old dog new tricks.” n

Editor’s note: A version of this article previously appeared in the 
The Logos, the University of the Incarnate Word school newspaper.

Craft Improvement

BY LARRY PEABODY 

Why geography is important

”
“Recent scientific breakthroughs 

in high-speed transportation 
and communications have 
shrunk our world tremen-
dously ... Now is the time to 
learn about our world and its 
peoples, not later.

— LARRY PEABODY

A certified consulting meteorologist, Larry Peabody has been an OWAA member 
since 1991. He is a freelance writer. Peabody is also an adjunct lecturer in the Uni-
versity of the Incarnate Word meteorology department. Contact him at lpeabody@
satx.rr.com.
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Craft Improvement

Early in my photography career, I 
purposely left people out of my 
landscape photos thinking that 

such pictures better captured the essence of 
wilderness and wild places. Over the years, 
however, I gradually began adding people 
to some landscape scenes and noticed that it 
improved them.  

Two things are gained by including 
people in landscapes photos: interest and 
perspective. 

As humans, we naturally like to look at 
other people, and if that person is wearing 
brightly colored clothing that attracts the 

eye, so much the better. Secondly, at times 
it’s difficult to tell how large a mountain, 
lake, or other natural feature is in a photo-
graph without perspective.  But by includ-
ing a person — or a small group of people 
— anyone viewing the photo instantly 
knows the relative size of the natural feature 
you’re trying to capture digitally.

When using this technique in landscape 
photos, remember to make the person only 
a small part of the overall photo. If they’re 
too large, someone viewing the photo may 
be confused as to whether the landscape or 
the person is the main subject. The photo-
graph then falls apart, not accomplishing its 
intended purpose.  

After years of taking landscapes — as 

well as many other types of outdoor photos 
— I now include shots both with and with-
out people. And when I send those images 
to editors, it’s interesting how often the edi-
tors choose the landscape shots with people 
rather than without for publication. n

Freelance writer and photog-
rapher W. H. “Chip” Gross 
(www.chipgross.com) has been 
an OWAA member since 1986. 
He served a three-year term 
on the Board of Directors from 
2004 to 2007, and is a member 
of the Magazine and Photog-
raphy sections. Contact him at 
whchipgross@gmail.com.

Want to improve your landscape photos? 
Just add people

ALASKA’S COLUMBIA GLACIER: Notice how the small group of  people in the lower, right-hand corner of  the photo give perspective to this photo, helping capture the immensity of  this 
landscape scene. Photo by W.H. “Chip” Gross.

BY W.H. “CHIP” GROSS
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In the previous issue of OU, I started 
jotting down some tips on how to 
write for television including the first 

two tips below. In this article, I’ve expanded 
on that list and provided YouTube links so 
you can see the stories being referenced. 

1. Make yourself tell the story out loud 
to someone else before you start writing. 
It helps condense the story and keeps you 
from getting bogged down in details that 
you probably don’t need or have time for. 
It also helps keep your story in the “active” 
voice. This is called your commitment state-
ment. 

For example, a group of Texas A&M 
graduate students capture and tag American 
alligators to monitor the species in “Making 
the Gator Grade”: http://youtu.be/ 
qSu4K1m9c-8.

2. When you start writing, know what 
the story is about but don’t exclude the 
extras.

Watch this example: “Nesting Bald 
Eagles,” http://youtu.be/wsEDdtA3q1k.

3. Tell it as simply as you can. Puns and 
juxtapositions are OK. 

For example, in “Chester’s Island,” 
http://youtu.be/GDt2gXZs_tY, the narrator 
says, “The old protecting the young. The 
wise watching over the innocent.”

4. Use characters.
Formula: Find a main character and start 

and end your story with him or her. 
The general public doesn’t really care 

about a trout stocking, but they care that 
Dakota, while fishing that same day, got his 
mind off his father being away in Iraq for  
a while. Watch: “Maya’s Fish Tale,”  
http://youtu.be/6JXV8wMNS-0.

And who can resist a talkative 3-year-old 
who knows all about fishing? 

Any time someone you have on camera 
can say something better than you can, let 
them. Fragments, as well as alliteration, are 
fine for TV!

Voiceover: “And caught for the very first 
time…”

Excited boy: “A fish!”
Watch Zachary Anderson in “Trout 

Stocking” http://youtu.be/Avq46JI_Y4M.
5. Use humor!
This one is my favorite. I find that humor 

helps the viewer take more interest in the 
person whom your story is about, like four 
17-year-olds who would rather look at birds 
than pick up chicks.

Learn more about “The Thrashers”:  
http://youtu.be/_UPcCvY8UD4.

And listen to this “Singing Park Ranger”: 
http://youtu.be/o8n-fflhMNM.

6. Know when not to write.
I think the hardest thing for writers to 

do is to let the image speak. But as videog-
raphers writing your own story, you have 
control.

Example: “ … not Walter, he’s got a 
whole lot to say.” (See Walter looking fidg-
ety but not talking then drumming fingers in 
the silence.)

The tendency would be for the reporter 
to then write, “When things get a little slow, 
Walter makes his own noise.” (Then hear 
him scream and get a reaction.) But the 
viewer is much more sucked in by just wait-
ing for Walter to do something.

To see what I’m talking about, watch this 
“Sea Center Volunteer” clip:  
http://youtu.be/sDXxORIoJzU.

7. Don’t write at all. 
Sometimes it’s best not to say anything. 

Or maybe you just didn’t have time to cut 
narration with a reporter. These are your 
natural-sound packages. 

Here’s a great example: “Robert New-
man – Reaching Out,”  http://youtu.be/
xK-yNt-RZGE.

I hope that these tips and video clips 
provide some insight into the television 
storytelling world. n

Karen Loke, a member since 2008, is from Austin, 
Texas. She has won two regional Emmys for her pho-
tography and storytelling on a documentary about the 
last of the Southern Plains Bison capture and reloca-
tion which aired on the Texas Parks and Wildlife PBS 
series. She graduated from the University of Texas with 
two degrees; one in television production and the other 
in broadcast journalism. Loke is also a single mom of 
her 17-year-old son, Elijah, who has grown up on or 
around Texas Parks and Wildlife television. Contact 
her at karen.loke@tpwd.state.tx.us.

Craft Improvement

BY KAREN LOKE

Writing for television
PART TWO  

Karen Loke is the television news producer for the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department, producing, shooting, writing 
and editing news stories which air on TV news stations and 
online media outlets every week around the state. 
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An asthma condition kept 
him from playing sports 
as a child so he turned to 

the outdoors and began writing about 
it in his 20s. He penned the first of 
24 books while lying in bed with a 
broken back from a freak accident, 
the pain of which plagued him all 
his life. Later he developed painful 
Crohn’s disease and double glau-
coma. Left-eye blind and right-eye 
blurred, he stopped driving but never 
quit deer hunting or gave up writing 
his outdoor blog. 

Our friend David Richey Sr. died 
June 20 from a massive brain hemor-
rhage. He was a month shy of his 
74th birthday. 

Although he and his wife Kay 
rarely missed an OWAA conference, 
you might not have met Dave in per-
son. But you knew him. You knew 
him through the pages of Outdoors 
Unlimited, his books and the more than 7,000 articles he wrote for 
some 250 publications since joining OWAA 45 years ago. If you 
live in Michigan, you read him in the Detroit News, where he was 
the outdoors editor from 1981 to 2003 when he retired. 

Chances are he befriended you, as he did me and many other 
writers, both novice and veteran. I owe a big part of my career to 
Dave Richey. No one gave more freely of his time. No one was 
more proud when people he helped became successful.  

He loved OWAA and gave his heart and soul to the organiza-
tion. Dave was personally responsible for much of the popular 1984 
conference in Traverse City. He served three terms on the OWAA 
Board of Directors, won the Ham Brown Award in 1994 and 
Excellence in Craft in 2003. And at last year’s conference OWAA 
bestowed its coveted Jade of Chiefs award on Dave.   

He sold his first story, to Sports Afield, in 1968. That year Homer 
Circle sponsored him for OWAA membership. 

In the early 1970s, Richey and I lived a dozen miles apart near 
Flint, Mich. He happened to read an article I wrote for a local 
weekly about starling shooting at an area landfill. 

“I know a guy with a blueberry farm being plagued by blackbirds,” 
he said over the phone. “Do you want to come over for a shoot?”

That incident led to a lifelong friendship. Dave sponsored me for 
OWAA membership and we attended the Quebec City conference 

in 1974 — my first — where I met the 
legendary Uncle Homer. Two years 
later we drove to Snowmass, Colo., 
where Dave introduced me to Erwin 
“Joe” Bauer, another hero of mine. 

As may well be true with you, 
my first conference was the best. In 
Quebec City we writers were treated 
like royalty. Waiters at the brand-new 
Hilton Hotel wore tuxedos. One of the 
sponsors, Braniff Airlines (remember 
them?), gave us durable travel bags, 
which I had for many years. My hotel 
parking bill cost more than the heav-
ily subsidized room. The annual fete 
du homard (lobster fest) was in full 
swing. I’ll never forget an evening on 
the town with our wives when Dave 
gave a restaurant order for two $5 
lobster dinners “20 minutes apart.” 

I met Richard Smith, another 
young Michigan writer whom Dave 
sponsored, in Quebec during a pre-
conference fishing trip that Richey 
helped arrange. Richard, too, is still 
an OWAA member, another life-long 

friend credited to the legacy of Dave Richey. 
The man cast a long shadow.  
Back home in Michigan, Dave and I deer hunted together and 

fished for winter pike on Manistee Lake and spring steelhead in 
the Platte River, usually in the company of Richey’s twin brother 
George. When George died 10 years ago, friends and family scat-
tered some of his ashes in the “Snow Hole.” It’s on the slick-run-
ning Sturgeon River near Wolverine where the Richey boys caught 
their first steelhead. 

Soon, on a day in late summer or early fall, the Snow Hole will 
claim the rest of George’s ashes along with those of Dave’s. 

Nothing is more simple or more lasting than to be “Called Back,”  
to borrow from the headstone of poet Emily Dickinson. 

 Dave Richey has gone home, and you and I have lost a true 
friend. n

EDITOR’S NOTE: Members and supporters are welcome to 
share their memories and stories about Dave on OU Online, at 
www.owaa.org/ou/2013/08/ dave-richey-true-grit-and-true-friend.

In  Memoriam: David Richey Sr.

BY TOM HUGGLER

Dave Richey was true grit and a true friend

In this photo from April 2001, Dave Richey (left) and his brother George each 
point to the year they were crowned National Trout King in Kalkaska, Mich. 
Photo by Richard P. Smith. 

Tom Huggler is from Sunfield, Mich., where he is a full-time freelance writer, pho-
tographer and editor, specializing in deer hunting, waterfowling and shore-fishing. 
Huggler was OWAA president in 1992-93. Contact him at hugglertom@cs.com.
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New Members

Alan Hale has been in the optics industry for more than 50 years and deeply involved in optics for binoculars, spot-
ting scopes, telescopes, microscopes, and riflescopes. He is an original founder of Celestron and currently is chairman 
emeritus. Hale is an amateur bird watcher, hunter and target shooter, as well as an avid hiker and sports enthusiast, 
enjoy the outdoors immensely. Hale has written a book called “How to Choose Binoculars” and many magazine ar-
ticles which mostly appeared in Popular Photography, Modern Photography, and PTN News. Currently, he is working 
on a new book about sport optics which will be completed late 2013.

Specializing in environmental and nature-travel writing, columnist Candice Gaukel Andrews is also the author 
of the books “Travel Wild Wisconsin” (University of Wisconsin Press), “Beyond the Trees: Stories of Wisconsin 
Forests” (Wisconsin Historical Society Press), “An Adventurous Nature: Tales from Natural Habitat Adventures” 
(Natural Habitat Adventures Books), “The Minnesota Almanac” (Trails Books), and “Great Wisconsin Winter Week-
ends” (Trails Books). On assignment, Candice has traveled throughout the world, from New Zealand to Patagonia 
to Greenland, searching for and writing about environmental issues that express the essence of a place. To find her 
nature-travel columns for several international organizations, visit her website at www.candiceandrews.com or “like” 
her Nature Traveler Facebook page at www.facebook.com/naturetraveler.

Writer, photographer and naturalist D.T. (Dave) Brown has been writing professionally for more than 15 years. His 
writings on nature, travel and spirituality have been featured in a variety of publications. He got his start as a travel 
writer and magazine editor in Los Angeles, and migrated into Web and corporate writing in Austin, while freelancing 
on the side as an editor and ghostwriter. He recently left the corporate world, sold everything, and moved to a Cen-
tral American jungle, and is currently living on the road and writing about his adventures. Brown was raised in the 
swampy woods and bayous of southeast Texas, where he spent his childhood fishing and hunting. He is an avid surfer, 
hiker, minimalist and certified Master Naturalist, and is currently seeking a publisher for his writings about Costa 
Rica’s remote Osa Peninsula. He blogs at www.ReStartExperiment.com.

Don Causey spent most of his outdoor writing career as owner and publisher of three newsletters on international 
hunting and fishing: “The Hunting Report for Big Game Hunters,” “The Hunting Report for Birdshooters and Wa-
terfowlers” and “The Angling Report.” Before that, for a while, he was executive editor at Outdoor Life Magazine, 
and before that, a freelancer and daily newspaper reporter in North Carolina. He has sold all of my newsletters but 
continue to edit “The Angling Report” for the new owner. He is also senior consultant for Global Rescue, the leading 
provider of medical and security evacuation service for sportsmen and whole lot of other folks as well.  Finally, he is 
an acquisition editor for The Derrydale Press, an outdoor imprint of Rowman and Littlefield. Causey looks forward to 
attending my first OWAA conference in many years this coming September.

WELCOME TO OWAA

Nick Trehearne is a photographer and outdoor writer from Alberta, Canada. His specialty lies in wildlife photogra-
phy. Having a passion for the outdoors has lead him guiding hunters and fisherman throughout North America, and 
eventually to photography and writing which consumes most of his time today. Trehearne has had photographs and ar-
ticles published in numerous publications and has a desire to share his knowledge and experiences with the world. His 
willingness to go further and harder for the perfect shot has allowed him to capture some of nature’s finest moments 
with his camera. In his free time, Trehearne likes to backpack throughout the Rocky Mountains.
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NEW MEMBERS

 New OWAA members from July 2013:
    Leslie Beard
    David T. Brown
    Zoe Carroll
    Donald M. Causey
    Whitney Clark
    Candice Gaukel Andrews
    Alan Hale
    Eugene R. Hill
    Cameron Mortenson
    Austin Orr
    Eva Shockey
    Nick Trehearne

PROPOSED NEW MEMBERS
 
 Proposed member listings include refer-
ences to acronyms that relate to Skills, 
Subject Matter, and Sections. A key for those 
acronyms can be found at www.owaa.org/ou/
about-owaa-skills-subject-matter-sections.

 John Allen, 45 Country Club Rd.,  
Carlisle, PA 17015. (H) 717-512-5611,  
jwallencpa@gmail.com. Regular contributor 
for Pennsylvania Angler & Boater Magazine 
and Pennsylvania Outdoor News. (Maribeth) 
Applying for Active Membership; sponsored 
by Tom Tatum.
 Robert Amendola, HC6 Box 269,  
Doniphan, MO 63935. (H) 573-255-3018,  
(C) 573-660-3149, ramen@hughes.net, 
www.bobamendola.com. Published author, 
lecturer, writer and full-time student work-
ing on a degree in English at Three Rivers 
Community College in Poplar Bliff, Mo. 
Conducts hunting seminars. Hunter safety 
instructor for Missouri Department of Con-
servation. (Mary) Skills: BILOW, Subject 
Matter: CFR. Applying for Student Member-
ship; sponsored by Derrick Miller.
 Dominic J. Ballard, BallardStockPhoto.
com, 1297 Kane Circle, P.O. Box 1343, Red 
Lodge, MT 59068. (C) 406-696-9841,  
dominicballard96@gmail.com. Freelance 
writer with credits in Colorado Outdoors, 
Carbon County News and others. Contribut-

ing photographer, BallardStockPhoto.com. 
Skills: S, Subject Matter: ACGJLMOSU, 
Sections: MPV. Applying for Associate 
Membership; sponsored by Lisa Densmore.
 Rod Hamilton, 1696 Sussex Dr., Cour-
tenay, BC Canada V9N4A9. (W) 250-871-
3113, diyflatsfishing@gmail.com,  
www.diyflatsfishing.com. Owner of website 
diyflatsfishing.com and blog diybonefishing.
com. Author of soon to-be-released book, 
“Do It Yourself Bonefishing.” (Kim) Apply-
ing for Active Membership; sponsored by 
Don Causey.
 Bradley C. Isles, 147 Swain Hill Rd., 
Harmony, PA 16037. (H) 724-967-2832, 
bcisles@zoominternet.net, www.bradisles.
com. Newsletter editor, webmaster and 
board member, Pennsylvania Outdoor 
Writers Association. Newsletter editor and 
chairman of the communications committee, 
Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited. 
Web content and social media manager, 
Grove City College office of marketing and 
communications. Former editor in chief, Al-
lied News; and sports reporter and assistant 
sports editor, The (Sharon) Herald. Applying 
for Active Membership; sponsored by Ben 
Moyer.
 Dr. Kevin C. Kelleher, 5421 Levi Rd., 
Roanoke, VA 24018. (H) 540-989-7256, (W) 
540-777-4000, mtnd0c@aol.com. Author 
and illustrator, “Tenkara: Radically Simple, 
Ultralight Fly Fishing.” Tenkara USA certi-
fied guide and tenkara instructor. (Michelle) 
Applying for Active Membership; sponsored 
by Mark S. Taylor.
 Janet Lebson, Glint, 15101 NE 22nd 
Ave., Vancouver, WA 98686. (C) 360-355-
6855, (W) 360-314-4234, janet@glintcom-
munications.com, www.glintcommunica-
tions.com. Consultant in communications 
in the field of conservation and outdoor 
recreation. Current clients are U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, American Sportfishing 
Association and RoadNoise Sports. (Jim) 
Applying for Active Membership; sponsored 
by S. Chris Hunt.
 Jessica McGlothlin, Fire Girl Photogra-
phy, P.O. Box 411, Cascade, MT 59421. (H) 
512-520-7104, (C) 512-520-7104,  
(W) 512-520-7104, firegirlphotography@
me.com, http://firegirlphotography.com. 
Always had an affinity for the outdoors and 
travel. Calls Montana home after growing up 
in various locations across the United States 
and playing in the wide-open spaces of the 
West. Passionate writer and photographer 
who brings a unique, energetic perspective 
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Visit OU Online for complete 

monthly Association Updates.

Departments

Dennis M. Lubin, 69, of St. 
Cloud, Fla., passed away Sun-
day, July 1, 2012, at Plantation 
Bay Health and Rehabilitation 
Center.

He married Francine (Tollef-
sen) Lubin in 1984. Dennis 
was born in Jersey City, N.J., 
on May 9, 1943, the son of the 
late Harry and Rose Lubin. He 
graduated from Woodbridge 
High in New Jersey in 1961.

He worked with Allied 
Chemical Company as a lab 
technician for over 20 years. 
After moving to Florida in 
1995, Dennis did some free-
lance writing and also had two 
rental homes that he managed. 
He loved to fish and started 
fishing at the age of 3. He trav-
eled to many different streams 
fly-fishing, and was particularly 
talented in trout fishing. Like a 
true angler, Dennis gave many 
lectures to fishing clubs in New 
jersey and upstate New York.

His did freelance writing 
for many angler and outdoor 
magazines including Fisherman 
Magazine, Woods and Water 
USA, Fishing and Hunting 
News, Coastal Angler Maga-
zine, Florida Game and Fish, 
and Florida Wildlife & Culprit/
Tidewater Masters of Fishing 
e-column just to name a few. 
In addition to his membership 
with OWAA, he was a member 
of the Florida Outdoor Writers 
Association.

In addition, to his beloved 
wife of 28 years, Dennis is 
survived by his brother Jef-
fery Lubin and his wife Patty, 
and two nephews, Gregory and 
Bradley.

OWAA remembers 
fishing writer 
Dennis Lubin
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and approach to her work. Her written 
word is bold, bright and honest. Cur-
rently based on the road — splitting time 
between the rivers of the American West 
and Northwest and managing out of her 
Subaru — she works freelance but loves to 
travel and is available any time, any place 
for assignments. Work has appeared in 
variety of publications, including The Big 
Sky Journal, American Angler, Cowboys 
& Indians, American Cowboy, The Equine 
Journal, Horseman’s Yankee Pedlar, The 
Mountain Gazette, Outside Bozeman and 
others. Featured as one of American Cow-
boy magazine’s photographers of the year 
in 2011. Works closely with newspapers as 
she travels and has freelanced for papers 
from Texas to Montana. Her work has 
been featured in gallery shows in Germany 
and Israel, and commercial clients have 
included Starbucks, The Gig Harbor Fly 
Shop, Brazos Contractors, Backwoods, 
B-Sides MTX TV (Los Angeles), Montana 
Shakespeare in the Parks and international 
aid organization ShelterBox. Member, 
Lightstalkers and the National Press Pho-
tographer’s Association. Goal is to make 
the leap to international conflict journal-
ism, but she plans to enjoy the journey 
that takes her there and shoot a plethora of 
good pictures along the way. She is avail-
able for contract, editorial and assignment 
work. Skills: CENOSW, Subject Matter: 
ABCDFGHJLOPRST, Sections: CMNP. 
Applying for Active Membership; spon-
sored by Katie McKalip.
 Steve A. Meyer, P.O. Box 2652, Kenai, 
AK 99611. (H) 907-252-0071, (W) 907-
283-3125, oldduckhunter@gci.net. Con-
tributing editor, Hunt Alaska magazine. 
Outdoor columnist, Redoubt Reporter. 
Regular contributor, Fish Alaska maga-
zine. (Christine Cunningham) Applying 
for Active Membership; sponsored by Tim 
Mead.
 Graham Moran, 4638 S. Mobile Way, 
Aurora, CO 80015. (H) 303-520-8249,  
(W) 303-520-8249,  
graham@tenkaragrasshopper.com,
www.tenkaragrasshopper.com. Helping 
to spread the word on tenkara as a viable 
form of fly-fishing as the head blogger of 
TenkaraGrasshopper.com. Not yet paid for 
his writings, but excited about the pros-
pect. (Elizabeth Maria Flores) Applying 
for Active Membership; sponsored by S. 
Chris Hunt.

 Matthew Reilly, 164 Acorn Ct., 
Palmyra, VA 22963. (H) 434-589-1112, 
(C) 434-996-4067, (W) 434-996-4067, 
matthew.evan14@gmail.com, www.
adventuresafield.blogspot.com. Outdoor 
columnist for a central Virginia, multi-
county newspaper, The Rural Virginian. 
Staff member of the Virginia Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries Outdoor 
Report. Occasional contributor to the 
Virginia/Maryland magazine, Woods & 
Waters. Skills: CENOSW, Subject Matter: 
ABCDEFGHKLMNOPQRST, Sections: 
MNP. Applying for Student Membership; 
sponsored by Mark S. Taylor.
 Todd Tanner, 178 Wolf Creek Ranch 
Rd., Big Fork, MT 59911. (H) 406-837-
6261, todd.tanner@mac.com,  
www.castingwest.com. A lifelong sports-
man and former fly-fishing and big game 
guide. Has been published in a number 
of quality magazines, including Sporting 
Classics, Field & Stream, Fly Fisherman, 
Sports Afield, American Angler, Retriever 
Journal, Fish & Fly, Shooting Sportsman, 
Fly Fishing & Tying Journal, Bugle, The 
Fly Fisher, Bowman’s Journal, Montana 
Outdoors, Fly Tackle Dealer, Big Sky 
Journal and Fly Rod & Reel. Currently 
a senior editor and columnist at Sporting 
Classics magazine. Chairman of Conserva-
tion Hawks, an organization focused on 
defending our hunting and fishing, and 
passing along a healthy natural world to 
future generations of Americans. Lives in 
northwest Montana with his wife Molly, 
his son Kian, and their two golden retriev-
ers. (Molly McCabe) Applying for Active 
Membership; sponsored by Brett Pretty-
man.

NEW SUPPORTING GROUPS, 
AGENCIES AND BUSINESSES
 
 Supporting Group listings include refer-
ences to acronyms that relate to resources 
they provide. A key for those acronyms 
can be found at www.owaa.org/ou/about-
owaa-supporter-resources/.
 
 Cortland Line Company, 3736 Kel-
logg Rd., Cortland, NY 13045. Contact: 
Brooks Robinson, public relations and 
social media manager. (W) 607-756-2851, 
(Toll Free) 800-847-6787, (F) 607-753-
8835, brobinson@cortlandline.com, www.
cortlandline.com. Secondary contact: 
Mark Schindel, director of sportfishing, 

845-255-5121, mschindel@cortlandline.
com. For nearly 100 years, Cortland Line 
has been designing and manufacturing the 
world’s innovative flyline, braided fishing 
line, monofilament, paracord and sports-
man’s rope. Supporter Resources: GIP.
    Deerfield Fly Rods, 34 Clark Way, 
Southfield, MA 1259. Contact: Dave 
Sylvester, proprietor. (W) 413-229-8664, 
info@deerfieldflyrods.net, www.deer-
fieldflyrods.net. Advanced fly rod designs 
for 5-, 6-, 7- and 8-piece graphite fly rods 
that feature a new “power point” concept 
utilizing 9-inch inserts at the tip as well as 
above and/or below the mid-section for in-
creased modulus, flex, distance and casting 
authority. Supporter Resources: P.
    R.L. Winston Rod Company, P.O. Box 
411, 500 S. Main St., Twin Bridges, MT 
59754. Contact: Leslie Clark, marketing. 
(W) 406-684-5674, (F) 406-684-5533, 
lclark@winstonrods.com, www.winston-
rods.com. R.L. Winston Rod Co. is a 
leading manufacturer of premium boron, 
graphite and bamboo fly rods.

REINSTATED SUPPORTING 
GROUPS, AGENCIES 
AND BUSINESSES
 
 Carl Zeiss Optical Inc., North America 
Sports Optics Division, 711 Moorefield 
Park Dr., Bldg. E, North Chestefield, 
VA 23236. Contact: Joel Harris, market-
ing communications manager. (W) 804 
425 8466, (Toll Free) 800-441-3005, (F) 
804 530 8481, joel.harris@zeiss.com, 
http://www.zeiss.com/sports. Based in 
Oberkochen, Germany, the Carl Zeiss 
Group is a global leader in the optical 
and opto-electronic industries and an 
innovative, research-intensive, high-tech 
company. As part of the Carl Zeiss Group, 
Germany, Carl Zeiss Optical, Inc., Chester, 
Va., is responsible for sales, marketing and 
distribution of ZEISS sports optics, such 
as binoculars, spotting scopes, riflescopes 
and laser rangefinders, throughout the 
United States. For more information, visit 
zeiss.com/sports or call 1-800-441-3005. 
ZEISS products are sold in more than 100 
countries. Supporter Resources: GI.

DECEASED MEMBERS
 David J. Richey

Departments
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As I extend my latest and last invitation to you to come to 
the 2013 OWAA conference, I am winging my way from 
my home in Montana to my hometown near Lake Placid. 

I’m most excited about the month of June, which I will spend with 
my family and friends hiking, fishing and canoe-camping. I’ll 
squeeze in a few bike rides around my local lake, waterski, as well 
as paddle my kayak and photograph birds, wildflowers, misty sun-
rises over the water, 
epic mountain vistas 
and whatever else in-
spires me. I’m looking 
forward to time in the 
Adirondacks, enjoying 
its many backcountry 
opportunities. This is 
not a vacation, mind 
you. It’s honest field 
work. Aren’t we lucky 
to be outdoor com-
municators! We make 
a living doing what the 
general public can only 
do on weekends and 
vacations.

Coming to the 
OWAA conference 
in Lake Placid is the 
perfect opportunity for 
you to get some field 
work done. On what 
topics you ask? If my 
previous articles haven’t given you enough fodder, let me at least 
give you some inspiration. Better yet, a guarantee! I guarantee you 
can find at least one story, and probably several, when you visit the 
Adirondacks in September. Permit me to use my current trip there 
as an example, as I intend to get at number of feature stories out of 
this trip and a couple thousand images for my stock file.

You want specifics? Two articles will cover the first-person 
experience of canoeing from Long Lake to Tupper Lake down the 
Raquette River, one of the classic paddle-routes in the Adirondacks. 
The first article will be about the family outing. The second will 
focus on fishing.

Another article or two will cover hikes up Algonquin Peak and 
one other to-be-determined mountain on specific assignments for a 

magazine called Adirondack Explorer. You’ll meet the editor, Phil 
Brown, if you come to the conference.

I’m developing an article idea on the value of wilderness which 
I hope to place in at least one regional and one national magazine 
as this is the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act which used the 
Adirondack Park as a model. 

I’ll also spend a day at the Olympic training center interview-
ing and photographing Hannah Kearney, the defending Olympic 
gold medalist in mogul skiing who missed last season due to injury. 
She’s in Lake Placid through mid-June perfecting her aerial tricks 

into water in preparation 
for performing them on 
snow at the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Russia. I’m 
writing a profile on her 
for a six-magazine group 
in New Hampshire and 
Vermont.

Only time will tell 
what other stories I 
might come up with 
after being there for a 
while. I’m also hoping 
to relax a little in one of 
my authentic Adirondack 
chairs and listen to the 
loons yodel across the 
lake from my house, but 
that’s a rare event for 
me. There’s so much 
to experience in the 

Adirondacks! If you need 
help narrowing down the 
options, call my phone 

number and leave a message. Odds are high I’ll be busy playing, ah, 
working, but I’ll call you back as soon as I get a chance to sit in one 
of those Adirondack chairs. n

2013 Conference Preview: Lake Placid, N.Y.

BY LISA DENSMORE

A former OWAA board member and an award-winning 
television producer, writer and photographer, Lisa Dens-
more is local Chair of the 2013 OWAA conference that will 
take place Sept. 14-16 in Lake Placid, N.Y. Contact her at 
densmore1@aol.com.

STORY IDEAS
LAKE PLACID:

This largemouth bass was caught on Chateaugay Lake in the Adirondack Mountains of  New York. Photo by Lisa 
Densmore.
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Year after year the cove was changing. He couldn’t stop 
it, but he wasn’t about to join it, either. So this hearty 
helping of pure saltwater Americana went on living the 

shore life he loved for more than 60 years, often to the chagrin of 
his snooty, newbie neighbors.

When his aging, wooden Chris-Craft with red, white and blue 
shiplap entered the “no-wake” zone after a day of ocean flounder 
fishing, it was throttled up just enough to make the mushrooming 
runabouts and Ski-Doos dance a bit in their moorings. Their owners 
would scowl, of course. Even complain.

But usually they reserved that for when the old man of the cove 
broke out the cracked corn and fed his resident flock of beloved 
mallards and Canadas: “Those feathers are everywhere!” don’t ya 
know. “And those damned geese are messing on our docks … ”  
And when he cleaned his catch of blue crabs or fish at day’s end, 
the gulls would flock to his scraps.  And crap on their boats.

Like the working farmer surrounded by suburbanites whining 
about smells and noise, this aging Long Beach Islander had stayed 
too long. In recent years, it seemed there always was someone on the 
cove trying to change what drew him to his New Jersey coastal re-
treat. Or protesting what he retired to enjoy more than 30 years ago.

No matter. When the newbies shuttered their three-tiered, multi-
decked “beach houses” in October and left for seven months, the 
humble bungalow those structures dwarfed shined the brightest. A 
house that always was a home, it shouted warm seasonal greetings 
with its carved pumpkins, Yule lights and decorated eggs. And al-
ways, its owners made fellow fishermen and boaters feel welcomed.

Here, framed by surf poles racked on knotty pine walls, I dined 
on fried blowfish for the first time and downed golden crab cakes 
rivaling the best on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. Here I was shown 
how to skin an eel, and clean a crab in seconds with a hose and a 
spoon. Here I learned how to properly tie off a boat in the face of a 
storm; find hungry blues early and departing fluke late; and how to 
cash in on the late fall run of stripers feeding on sand eels — and 
hitting surgical-tube teaser rigs my neighbor tied himself.  Not 
surprisingly, his boat always was the last to be pulled when autumn 
came to the cove.

Migrating monarchs or brant geese. Stranded baby terrapins or 
wayward muskrats. No matter the topic, this sometimes neighbor 
of mine often had the answers, always an opinion. So I sought him 
out often during the 30 years I came to really know him. I was not 
alone. To the newspaper reporters that came in spring 2012, the 
crusty islander with short temper and long memory was the mother 
lode of information when it came to looking back. Way back to the 

other big storm — the March 1962 nor’easter that, until Hurricane 
Sandy, defined devastation on the Jersey coast.

“Your grandmother’s home is gone,” announced a tearful mom. 
“It’s been washed into the bay.”  

That’s how I, a then-high school student, learned of the so-called 
Ash Wednesday Storm of March 6-8, 1962. Last time I saw that 
cedar-shake encased summer retreat it was on the front page of big-
city newspapers and national magazines, floating in Barnegat Bay. 
It was among hundreds of homes scoured from the island as the 
ocean met the bay for two days in Harvey Cedars. It had stood next 
to the home of the old man on the cove. 

When most borough homes tumbled into the sea, his did not. It 
was left standing on the edge of a newly formed inlet, stark testa-
ment to fickle waters of fate. The then-42-year-old counted his 
blessings and later had a heck of a story to tell when reporters came 
around last spring to recount the “big one of ’62.”  Photos of him 
and his wife wading around in hip boots as well as repairing dam-
age and cleaning up debris, along with his account of picking up the 
pieces 50 years ago, were the backbone of several special anniver-
sary supplements.  

Tragically. Ironically. Incredibly, that trip back to a deadly, 
devastating storm of yesteryear would serve as a real-life prequel of 
what eight months later would befall our old man of the cove and 
his home — a home that had stood for more than 60 years, through 
so many other storms, so much other high water. When his neigh-
bors rebuilt and remodeled again and again after the 1962 storm, 
they did so on dozens of pilings, taking their homes above future 
damaging waters. A foundation of cinder block in some areas was 
no match for what was to come on Oct. 29, 2012, when the second 
costliest hurricane to hit the United States engulfed the Jersey coast.

Once again the bay surged over bulkheads, ocean waves again 
rolled down some of the streets in Harvey Cedars and swelled 
the normally tranquil cove. Once again the old man’s home was 
threatened. This time there would be no miracle. High water had 
damaged the foundation to the point where the house no longer was 
habitable. Returning to the island after mandatory evacuation he 
and his wife found their house surrounded by police tape, off-limits. 
Their always warm house no longer was a home, it was condemned.  

A younger man would vow to rebuild. Battling respiratory ail-
ments often linked to an oxygen tank, what’s a 92-year-old man to 
do? 

He is not alone in his suffering, to be sure. Hundreds of lives 
lost; damage along the East Coast topping $71 billion. The media 
dutifully recorded the carnage, the free-flowing tears, and the names 
and streets of the homeless, but, because of privacy and other 

Conservation Corner

BY TERRY BRADY

No estimate too high 
for this slice of Hurricane Sandy damage

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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issues, you won’t find my old neighbor’s 
name and address here.  Just his tragic tale 
that deserves to be told.

In the late autumn of his life, he wanted 
little more than final days comforted by his 
cozy home. And perhaps the ability to watch 
mossbunker again dimple the cove waters 
next spring, or hear the purple martins 
return to his backyard nesting boxes. Maybe 

help a diamondback hatchling or two over 
his bulkhead.  

Hurricane Sandy was much, much more 
than a “super storm.” It was a cold-hearted 
killer of dreams. And more.    

(Two days after writing this column I 
learned Albert E. Wright, 92, of Harvey 
Cedars, N.J., father, waterman and World 
War II veteran, died Feb. 13, 2013. Cause 
of death likely was cardiac or respiratory 
failure. Medical records don’t cite broken 
hearts.) n

HURRICANE SANDY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

A member since 1986, Terry 
Brady is from Zieglerville, 
Pa. He is the deputy press 
secretary for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources. 
Brady is also a columnist for 
Pennsylvania Outdoor News. 
Contact him at tjbgetout@
aol.com.

Outdoor Writers Association and an editor 
for AMC.

“I wanted to become a member because 
of their reputation,” Kish said. 

The network OWAA provided was also 
attractive to him. He hopes to start estab-
lishing himself in that network by attending 
his first conference this year. Maine is still 
home for Kish and his wife Fran Leyman. 

Leyman and Kish married four years 
ago. She is the perfect companion for his 
adventures, he says. Together they have a 
mountain of outdoor gear and two cats.

Kish has bachelor’s degrees in anthro-
pology, geography and forestry as well 
as a master’s in business administration. 
He holds a day job at the Greater Portland 
Council of Governments, where he is the  

director of community outreach and co-
operative purchasing, a title he wishes he 
could swap for “the director of stuff.”

He also edits the AMC Wilderness Mat-
ters newsletter and is working on another 
book. His book will be the next in the AMC 
Best Day Hikes series. The book will focus 
on a stretch of the Maine coast from Kittery 
to Lubec.

“I’m finding a lot of trails I haven’t done 
and fabulous hikes I didn’t know about,” he 
said.

In addition, Kish writes and takes photos 
for various publications, and the Portland 
Press Herald has featured his hiking column 
for 10 years.  

Kish says he feels privileged to write 
about the outdoors and share his experi-
ences with others. Inspiring young people to 
seek adventure through his writing,  

photography and public speaking is his 
goal, and he believes in the power journal-
ists hold to conserve the environment and 
motivate the public.

“We need stewards, we need to motivate 
young people,” Kish said. “Don’t waste any 
time, you can do everything you want to do, 
I mean everything.” n

CAREY KISH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Peter Van Horn is a student 
at the University of Montana. 
He believes that outdoor 
journalism is an essential tool 
to address real environmental 
issues. Van Horn is also inter-
ested in feature writing and 
wilderness photography. He 
joined OWAA as a journalism 
intern for the summer of 2013. 
Contact him at pvanhorn@
owaa.org

Enjoying the outdoors no longer has to mean suffering 
from irritating itches courtesy of insects and poison 
ivy.  Now, with the launch of the BeKOOOL Itch Patch, 

comfort is as easy as “peel and apply.”  
The first-of-its-kind patch, which is clear and nearly invisible 

on skin, protects the irritated area and prevents further infections 
from scratching.  

BeKOOOL’s Itch Relief Patches can be used for fast relief from 
pains and itching associated with insect bites, poison ivy and mi-
nor skin irritations, and stay in place during adventures.  Each box 
comes with 18 of the protective, clear, easy-to-use patches.    

BeKOOOL products are brought to you from the same com-
pany behind Grabber and HotHands products. 

BeKOOOL’s new Itch Relief Patches can now be found online 
at Drugstore.com, Walgreens.com and Amazon.com, and in the 
anti-itch sections of the following retailers: Walmart, Dollar Gen-
eral, Harris Teeter, Sport Chalet and H-E-B.

For more information about BeKOOOL’s Itch Relief Patch, 
visit www.BeKOOOL.com. n

Enjoy the outdoors itch fee 
First-of-its-kind patch offers fast relief from insect bites, poison ivy and more

SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT

Departments



www.owaa.org/ou  OUTDOORS UNLIMITED  31

Board Meeting Minutes



32  OUTDOORS UNLIMITED August/September 2013

Looking for more? Go online to read past issues of OU. PDFs are available for printing, too. 
Visit: www.owaa.org/ou/category/departments/table-of-contents. 
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Outdoor Writers Association
of America Inc.
615 Oak St., Ste. 201
Missoula, MT 59801
406-728-7434

The Outdoor Writers Association of America awarded six scholarships for the 2013-14 school year to undergraduate and 
graduate students studying outdoor communications. Congratulations to 2013 Bodie McDowell Scholarship winners!

Successful graduate applicants are: 
n Judy Benson, University of Connecticut ($4,200)
n Erik Neumann, UC Berkeley ($3,900)
n Leo Maxam, UC Berkeley ($3,000)

Undergraduate students receiving scholarships include: 
n Josh Honeycutt, Western Kentucky University ($4,300)
n Cash Lambert, Palm Beach Atlantic University ($3,900)
n Jonna Yost, Gonzaga University ($2,800)    
OWAA’s Education Committee, chaired by Larry Larsen, reviewed scholarship applications, scored them based upon pre-

determined criteria and selected the winners. Headquarters staff solicited applications through letters and emails sent to deans 
and department chairs of journalism and English and other relevant college departments. Thanks to the following members for 
judging this year’s applications: Phil Bloom, John Hairr, Colleen Miniuk-Sperry, Gary Moore, Paul Queneau and David 
Sartwell.

Recipients are paid at the commencement of the fall semester, and also receive a one-year student membership in Outdoor 
Writers Association of America. OWAA’s Endowment Trustees manage the Bodie McDowell Scholarship Fund and distribute 
funds to college scholarship recipients each year in accordance with OWAA bylaws. For more information and to learn about 
how to apply, visit www.owaa.org/programs/scholarships-fellowships/bodie-mcdowell-scholarship. n

2013 Bodie McDowell Scholarship recipients announced


