
“Stay True Roo.” Each year, we see y’all embody The Bonnaroovian Code on The Farm. But we also see more than 
that - we see you bring the code off The Farm, to everywhere you go. Bonnaroo strives to provide a more sustainable 
experience for you to pursue, not just on The Farm, but in the world beyond. 

Bonnaroo is your community and with your help this year, The Farm was not only a community, but a home. Your 
sustainable actions have helped Bonnaroo become even more environmentally friendly and here’s how: 

BONNAROOTS
2015 saw the return of our BonnaROOTS community 
dinners in partnership with Oxfam and Eat for Equity. For 
the second year in a row, over 100 Bonnaroo patrons were 
joined by amazing special guests from Bonnaroo founders 
and heads of departments to top activists from Planet Roo 
non-profits with an appetite for soulfully good food.

Together, we ate, drank, and raised thousands of dollars 
for the greater good. We enjoyed a Southern heritage 
meal featuring local and organic foods grown within 200 
miles of Bonnaroo (and some as close  as a few steps 
away in the Bonnaroo Learning Garden.) 

BONNAROO FOOD RECOVERY
We are always looking for ways to extend our reach in the 
community. Five years ago, we began a food recovery 
program in partnership with the Grundy County Food Bank. 
We collected 6,500 pounds of food from one of our two 
back-of-house catering areas. Fast forward to five years 
later and we are proud to say that the program has expanded 
to include both of our back-of-house catering areas as well 
as every food vendor on The Farm. The recovery program 
collected over 29,000 pounds of food this year.

In order to complete this major feat of food recovery, the 
Food Bank volunteers attend the food vendor orientation to 
get them excited about donating food to families in need. The 
team of four volunteers made daily runs with our caterers and 
spent the Monday after the festival working with all the food 
vendors on site to collect any of their useable leftover food. 

In 2015 we made a special impact by supporting the 
Food Bank with repairs for their refrigerated truck, 
furthering our long-term effect. The Food Bank recov-
ered so much that they were able to distribute food to 
Meadow Wood Senior Home, Ridge Crest Mental Health 
Home, Grundy County Jail, and a number of summer 
programs for kids. 

• 140 VOLUNTEER HOURS
• 330 DINNER GUESTS
• 30 POUNDS Mountain Meadows Fresh Berries 

[Raspberries, Blueberries, Etc]
• 25 POUNDS Anson Mills Whole Wheat Flour
• 30 POUNDS  Anson Mills Sea Island Peas
• 8.5 GALLONS Cruze Farms Buttermilk
• 135 POUNDS Benton’s Pork Shoulder
• 6 GALLONS Hatcher Dairy Whipping Cream
• 16 POUNDS  Tennessee Valley Pecans Toasted Pecans

BONNAROOTS
BY THE NUM

BERS

• 29,183 POUNDS  of food recovered
• 4 VOLUNTEERS running the entire program

FOOD RECOVERY BY THE NUMBERS
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• 1,051 bone marrow donors were collected by Love, 
Hope, Strength. That is their largest collection at any 
single event ever.

• 400 attendees offset their personal travel to site with 
We are Neutral.

• 2,900 pocket ashtrays were handed out by Keep 
Coffee County Beautiful 

• 6,000 people signed the Global Zero campaign.
• 1,200 hand written letters to senators urging them to 

support the Electrify Africa Act were collected by ONE.
• 1,500 sunscreen samples were handed out by 

Environmental Working Group.

PLANET ROO
BY THE NUM

BERS

PLANET ROO
Planet Roo continues to be the place where you can 
come to learn about causes, issues, and each other. We 
had an incredible group of non-profits this year, including 
both newcomers and veteran groups. In an effort to make 
sure the area stayed true to its roots, we introduced the 
This Course/That Course programming with our partners, 
the Bonnaroo Broo’ers University and Heritage Radio. We 
heard from Schlafly brewery about localism in beer, 
hosted our second annual Broo’ers Super Jam, had 
Heritage Radio talk with food truck chefs about fails and 
fixes, and brought in some of our own to discuss stories 
about the sobering realities of food waste and what it 
takes to make a more sustainable food system. 

This year, the Bonnaroo Learning Garden provided a ton 
of incredible classes to all Bonnaroo fans. The creativity 
that happens in the Learning Garden continues to 
improve and grow each year. This year, patrons were able 
to learn about gardening basics in Breaking Ground: 
Edible Gardening 101 as well as take a Chicken Clinic to 
learn about the basics of hen health. We also offered a 
workshop on Lore, Legends, and Lyrics to discuss and 
share stories and songs about the oral history of green 
and growing things.

BONNAROO SITE IMPROVEMENTS
Thanks to the highest optional donations from you all in 
2015, we were able to pay off our solar panels an entire year 
early which will lead the way for some serious improvements 
in the Planet Roo area for 2016! This year, in addition to all 
the great projects listed here and paying off our solar panels, 
we were able to accomplish the following with your support:

BONNAROO WORKS FUND
In 2015, Bonnaroo Works Fund will grant nearly $300,000 in 
support to well-vetted, nonprofit organizations that are 
working to advance music and the arts, education and 
environmental causes. One of the most substantial grants 
made was to the Coffee County School District to purchase 
150 Chromebooks, which serve every single elementary 
school student in the county. Another highly visible contri-
bution made by Bonnaroo Works Fund was painting the 
Manchester (TN) Recreation Complex -- so when you drive 
by it next time, look and marvel at the amazing Bonna-
roo-themed mural on the giant poolside wall.
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• 9 solar phone charging stations
• 6TH annual Bonnaroo carpool contest 
• 40+ sustainable food vendor badges distributed
• 50+ regional farmers and purveyors were featured on a 

list that was distributed to food vendors
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WASTE MANAGEMENT
Thanks to the amazing efforts of the Clean Vibes 
team, we diverted 67% of our waste by weight in 
2015! Clean Vibes does an extraordinary job not 
only putting trash in the right place and diverting 
it from landfills, but also educating and inspiring 
attendees to be role models for community 
values at Bonnaroo and beyond. 

RECYCLING/REUSE:
• 144.16 tons hauled commingled to Orange Grove 

Recycling and RockTenn Recycling in Chattanooga, TN.
• 18.15 tons of scrap metal hauled to American Iron and 

Metal in Manchester, TN.
• 20.21 tons of cardboard hauled to Coffee County 

Recycling
•  2.71 tons of PVC hauled to Coffee County Recycling.
• 8.25 tons of tarps, tents and other usable goods 

collected and donated to Gear Closet and other local 
groups for reuse.

• 4.18 tons of used cooking oil diverted and collected by 
Yellow Dog Renewables to be processed into biodiesel.

• 197.66 total tons of recycling/reuse

COMPOST:
Approximately 125 tons of compost

LANDFILL:
224.24
Total: 679.2 tons of waste

REFILL REVOLUTION
2015 was year two for our Refill Revolution, which 
began as a pilot program last year. Our goal is to 
encourage patrons, staff, and musicians to 
replace beer cups and water bottles on site with 
reusable options. Our mantra for the program is 
“Drink, Refill, Repeat!”

There was so much demand for this program last 
year that we knew we had to bring it back. We 
almost doubled the amount of cups sold as well 
as the amount of water bottles kept out of the 
landfill, thanks to our water refill stations. This 
program is a classic example of the ripple effect 
the actions of one person can have. Every time 
anyone decides to refill a bottle instead of buying 
a single use plastic bottle, we save the space in 
the landfill and the resources of Clean Vibes to 
sort and haul the item. The numbers are 
staggering! Join the Refill Revolution next year if 
you haven’t already.

132.3 TONS
hauled to WastAway in

Morrison, TN to be made
into fuel pellets


