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Veteran’s Day Ceremony, Mount Vernon
The George Washington Chapter Virginia Society Sons of the American
Revolution and the Kate Waller Barrett Chapter Virginia Daughters of
the American Revolution
conducted their annual Veteran's
Day commemoration and wreath
laying at General Washington's
tomb at Mount Vernon at 2:15
pm on November 11. The wreath
was presented by Col. John
Brigden, USA (Ret.) and Cdr.
Joseph Famme, USN (Ret.). Kate
Waller Barrett Virginia DAR
Chapter Regent Kathy Gray and
VASSAR George Washington
Chapter President, Paul Walden

Vice-President, Ernie Coggins hosts
the Veterans Day ceremony

Cdr. Joseph Famme (USN Ret. - Left) and Col. John
Brigden (USA Ret. - Right) present Chapter wreath.

gave remarks. George Washington Chapter Vice President, Ernie Coggins served as Master of
Ceremonies. The VASSAR Color Guard presented colors and fifer MSG. Don Francisco, USA (Ret.)
provided the music accompaniment, in addition VASSAR President, Mike Elston and the Virginia
President of the C.A.R., Emily Elston were also in attendance. Despite the cold weather, there was a
large turnout from the public who found the opportunity to pay their respects and lay a red carnation at
the foot of Gen. George Washington’s tomb to be inspirational and unique experience.

Dwight Whitney Awarded Bronze VASSAR Color Guard
Medal at November Meeting

President, Paul Walden presenting award to Color Guard Commander,
Dwight Whitney
(L to R: MSG, Don Francisco, VASSAR Color Guard Commander,
Bill Schwetke and GWSAR Chapter Color Commander, Dwight
Whitney at Gen. George Washington’s tomb.

2018 Chapter Officers Elected

At the November 11 meeting, the following officers were
elected for chapter leadership in 2018: Ernest Coggins,
President; Dave Thomas, Vice President; Jay Henn,
Treasurer, Tom Roth, Secretary, and Paul Walden, Board
of Managers. These officers will be installed at the
December 9 meeting by VASSAR President Michael
Elston

Past President Scott Wagoner Conducts 2018 Officer Elections

President’s Report
As I write my final President’s Report, I reflect back on all the things our
chapter has accomplished this past year. In addition to our traditional
events for Memorial Day, July 4, and Veteran’s Day, we also hosted the
VASSAR Semi Annual meeting in Newport News. Also, for the first time
in some years, we commemorated Constitution Day at historic Pohick
Church. We received coverage in four local papers for that. We dedicated
plaques listing the patriots buried at Pohick Church and the patriots who
served from Fairfax County as part of the county’s 275th anniversary. The Fairfax County 275th
Anniversary event and history fair allowed us to educate the public on the SAR mission. We hosted our
President General for two events: the Memorial Day parade and the wreath laying at Arlington National
Cemetery. I was honored to have been asked to talk about the SAR at a meeting of the Thomas Nelson
DAR Chapter in October. This chapter was gracious enough to make a donation on our behalf to the DAR
Friends of Americana Collection, which supports the DAR’s manuscript and imprint collection.
Regrettably, we have had to postpone the grave marking for four patriots interred in the Presbyterian
Cemetery that I had hoped to conduct in conjunction with our Annual Wreaths Across America (WAA)
participation at the Alexandria National Cemetery. Regarding Wreaths Across America, I want to
commend Paul Briggs (past chapter president), Floyd Ryan, Jamie Callender, and Jack Coulter for leading
this year’s WAA drive. Because of their efforts, and your contributions, we have raised enough funds to
buy 140 wreaths ($2,100) to be placed on veterans’ graves at the Alexandria National Cemetery on
December 16. This effort to obtain this corporate-level sponsorship goes back to 2012 when Past President
Bob Carr and Floyd Ryan first involved our chapter in this event. What a fitting time to commemorate our
nation’s heroes as well. Hopefully, the weather will cooperate this year. Details on that are in this
newsletter.
We have areas for further outreach to the community, particularly school age children. So, as a reminder
(I talked about this in the previous newsletter), I want to appeal to those of you who may have school age
children or have some contact with a teacher to get the word out about the various SAR Youth Contests.
The theme of the Americanism Poster contest for the 2017-18 school year is Revolutionary War Events.
Entries from grades 3-5 are eligible to participate in this contest. Revolutionary War curriculum is taught
in Grade 4 in Virginia between December and February. The theme of the Americanism Brochure contest
for the 2017-18 school year is Foundational Documents of the United States to include the U.S.
Constitution, U.S. Bill of Rights, Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation and the Federalist
Papers. Entries from grades 6-8 are eligible to participate in this contest. This curriculum is taught in Grade
6 in Virginia between February and March.
None of this would have been possible without your volunteerism and support, and I was proud to have
presented a few of you with medals for your support of the SAR this year.
Keep up the good work. Although no longer chapter president, I hope to continue to serve our chapter and
the SAR in the years to come.
Fraternally,
Paul Walden
Chapter President

Step Up Now for Chapter Leadership
Opportunities in 2018
Chapter President Paul Walden is looking for a number of
compatriots to fill leadership positions and other key roles in the
chapter. If you are interested in getting more involved, please email him at paulwalden@live.com or call him at (703) 3479770. All positions allow chapter members to become more
involved in the SAR without taking on the burden of an officer
position. There are, of course, opportunities to serve as a
member of any of the chapter's Committees (except for the
Nominating Committee, which is appointed by the Board of
Managers each autumn). Please contact Paul Walden if you
would like to discuss any of these leadership opportunities or
serve on one of the chapter's committees.

Welcome Newest Member: Virgil “Pete” Farley
Pete Farley was inducted as our November meeting. Pete was born 74 years ago in Charleston, West
Virginia and raised in nearby Marmet. His father was killed in coal mining accident when Peter was
barely 5 years old. His mom went to work and her mom moved in and helped raise Pete and his brother.
He graduated Charleston High in 1961. Interest kindled by high school printing courses led to an
apprenticeship program through The International Typographical Union, becoming a skilled Journeyman
Printer. After employment in various printing shops and newspapers in WV and VA he joined the print
department at The Wall Street Journal in Silver Spring in 1973, just as the days of hot metal typography
were coming to an end with the arrival of the computer era. Eventually he started his own business as a
consultant of Graphics and Printing and spent the last fifteen years of his career at the Defense Logistics
Agency at Fort Belvoir, VA.
Pete has long maintained an avid interest in both History and Ancestry. He also has revolutionary
ancestors on his mother’s side, including Sgt. Robert Chambers who was with Washington in Valley
Forge and a POW for 14 months on a British ship. He is active in supporting the following organizations:
Friends of Mt. Vernon; The Mosby Heritage Area Association; Civil War Trust; Theodore Roosevelt
Association; National Baseball Hall of Fame; Society of American Baseball Research; and now the
George Washington Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution.

Pete is retired and married to his wonderful
wife Carol with four children and seven
grandchildren.
Pete’s eligibility for the SAR is based on his
descent from Thomas Farley Jr., a private in
multiple VA units 1776-1781. He was present
at the battles of Shallow Ford in Oct. 1780, and
Alamance River, and Reedy Fork in March
1781, all in North Carolina. His father Thomas
Farley Sr. was also active, participating in the
battle of Point Pleasant in West VA in 1774,
fought under Gen’l McIntosh in 1778 and was
an Indian scout in 1779.
(L to R: Carol and Pete Farley, Registrar, Rich Sherman and President,
Paul Walden induct Pete)

Treasurer Report
We are coming down the final stretch in collecting National, State, and Chapter dues for
2018. Remember, if we have not heard from you by December 31, 2017 we are
required to drop you from our roster. If you have not yet paid your dues for next year,
please e-mail me at jaymhenn@gmail.com and let me know how I can help make that
happen.
Remember, your dues payment provides support for a variety of patriotic, historical, and
education goals. Looking forward to next year, we are planning to expand our support of various Youth
Programs (including JROTC and Eagle Scouting); honor our Patriot ancestors with grave marking and
other recognition ceremonies and recognize our deserving fire, police, and EMT first responders. While
your dues payment enables many such activities, an additional contribution accompanying your dues
renewal will allow us to do even more. Your continued support is much appreciated.
Please return your renewal form by December 20, 2017 so that we can provide an accurate accounting to
the State and National levels by the December 31st deadline.
Thanks!
Jay M. Henn
Treasurer

Salute to Our Chapter Veterans - 2017

Of the 42 Chapter veterans who submitted a picture and a brief
description of their military service, all of the 5 U.S. military
branches are represented: 18 – USA, 10 – USN, 8 – USAF, 5 –
USMC and 1 – USCG. If you wish to join this honored group
of Chapter veterans contact Greg Bodge or Dave Thomas.

Wreaths Across America - Dec. 16
Every year, the WAA event memorializes our veterans by laying evergreen wreaths on their graves in
national cemeteries. Please join us at 12:00 noon on Saturday, December 16 at the entrance to the
Alexandria National Cemetery. This is
essentially where Wilkes Street dead-ends three
blocks west of Route 1.

Registrar’s Report
Since the last Registrar’s report, there have been 3 Supplemental applications
approved by NSSAR, and there are currently 2 new member and 3
Supplemental applications under review at NSSAR. There was one new
member inductions during the November Chapter meeting.
Richard Sherman
Registrar

Supplemental Applications Approved
APPLICANT

Gregory Ormand Bodge
Isaac Gregory Bodge
Dwight Emerson Whitney

PATRIOT

Joseph Chase
Joseph Chase
Ezra Murray

Has Your Patriot Ancestor’s Grave Been
Recognized and Marked?
There is perhaps no more fundamental or sacred activity for the SAR than the
registration and marking of Revolutionary patriot graves – a ceremony that serves to
cherish, honor and preserve the memory of those that fought valiantly in order that
their descendants could be endowed with those inalienable right that we now
enjoy.

Accordingly the George Washington Chapter Graves Registration and Marking
Committee has made it a priority objective to honor with formal grave markings as
many as possible GW Chapter member patriot ancestors. The first step is the
identification, documentation and registration of the Patriot grave. Many thanks to Compatriot
Jamie Callender for his remarkable effort in reconciling disparate and in many cases ambiguous
Patriot ancestor data bases resulting in a comprehensive list of patriot ancestors and the status
of any grave marking (see http:// www.gwsar.org/ancestors.html).

With less than ten percent of ancestor Patriot graves marked, there is both a challenge and
incredible opportunity. If you would like your ancestor’s grave marked the Committee will assist
you in navigating and completing the established SAR process, specifically with the creation of a
biography which brings to life the Patriot’s key relevant accomplishments and with conducting
the grave marking ceremony procedure itself which includes the placement of a brass marker as
a visible symbol to the public that the person buried at that place aided in the cause of the
American Revolution.

If you think you might be interested in having your ancestor appropriately recognized with a
grave marking ceremony please contact the Committee at gravemarking@gwsar.org Also, the
Committee always welcomes volunteers to help with this highly rewarding effort which is one of
the primary means for the SAR to keep the memory and ideals of the Revolution alive.

George Washington Chapter, Virginia SAR
Luncheon Meeting Reservation Form
Chapter Meeting: 11:30 a.m., Saturday, December 9, 2017
Note New Location:
Mount Vernon Country Club, 5111 Old Mill Road, Alexandria, VA 22309
Please join us at the December Chapter meeting as VASSAR President Michael J. Elston installs the 2018
officers from both the George Washington and George Mason Chapters. Please note the change in venue.
Also, Mount Vernon requires earlier notification, so please make your reservations by Monday, December 4th.

You may make your reservation in one of two ways. First, you may complete this form and mail it with
your check to the address below. The cost of the meal is $35.00 per person ($12.00 for a child). Please
make checks payable to George Washington Chapter, VASSAR. Second, you may email the Chapter
Treasurer at jaymhenn@gmail.com. To help ensure receipt, please put “RESERVATION” followed by
your last name in the subject line. You will receive an email confirming receipt of your reservation.
Payment will be collected at the door. Checks are preferred over cash, and - if paying with cash - exact
change is appreciated.
For both methods, please make sure that your reservation is received by Monday, December 4th so that
we may provide the Club with our anticipated attendance. Walk-ins (members and guests who have not
made reservations) will be charged $40.00.
Please provide the following information when making reservations:

 Compatriot Name: _____________________________
 Guest Name(s): _______________________________
Please note if any of the guests are children

 A check payable to George Washington Chapter, VASSAR in the amount of
$ ____________ is enclosed.

 Return this form and check to:

Jay M. Henn, Treasurer
16920 Chapel Hill Court
Woodbridge, VA 22191-4569

Directions to Mount Vernon Country Club: From the stop sign in front of the Mount
Vernon Inn on Virginia Route 235, Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, proceed south/west past
the Mount Vernon Post Office, on the right, to the third traffic light and veer right onto Old Mill
Road. Continue past Saint James Episcopal Church, on your left, and then past Epiphany
Lutheran Church, on your right. The golf course will appear on your right, cross the creek, and
then the Club will be on your right.

