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legal services. Foundation support 
also helps veterans transition back to 
civilian life, feeds low-income families, 
comforts the sick and injured, 
provides relief after natural disasters 
and much more.

We’re celebrating our 20th anniversary 
with a membership campaign and 
three company-wide goals: 

• Reach $10 million in grants awarded 
by December 31, 2019

• Increase admin participation to 75% 

• Increase craft participation to 50%

Please get involved and help make a 
difference in our communities, either 
by becoming a new Sundt Foundation 
member or by increasing your 
existing contribution. Changing your 
weekly contribution through payroll 
deduction is easy, and it can be done 
any time. Simple instructions are 
located on the Sundt Foundation’s 
SharePoint page, or by logging into 
hcm.sundt.com. You can also make a 
tax-deductible, one-time donation to 
the Foundation via check. 

We’re all fortunate to be part of a 
company that is prosperous and 
believes in sharing that prosperity 
with others. Giving back is a value 
that began with our founder, M.M. 
Sundt. His belief in hard work, 
prosperity and generosity has been 
passed down to each generation. 
I’m proud to uphold that tradition 

of generosity in a very tangible and 
visible way, and I hope you’ll join me 
in doing so. 

The following pages tell stories of 
our impact, and the importance of 
using our skill as builders to create 
prosperity and share it with others. 
They’re a great reminder of who we 
are as a company and why we do 
what we do.

G. Mike Hoover 
President and CEO 

Now in its 20th year, the Sundt Foundation remains 
true to its original mission: to provide employee-
owners a way to give back to the communities where 
we live and work.
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Looking back on the past two 
decades, the Foundation has made 
a bigger difference than we ever 
thought possible when it was initially 
created in 1999. At last count, more 
than $9.2 million in grants have been 
awarded to nonprofit organizations 
throughout the country, primarily 
in our core markets of California, 
Arizona and Texas. 

Most of those funds have been used 
to help children in need – most often 
those living in poverty who don’t have 
access to adequate food, clothing, 
medical care, school supplies and 



Since 2001, the Sundt Foundation 
has championed fundraising efforts 
in memory of Mike Gaines, who was 
an employee-owner of Sundt for 
two decades before losing his battle 
with ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease. Annual fundraising events 

have included golf tournaments and 
skeet-shooting competitions across 
Arizona, Texas and California. In 2018, 
the Mike Gaines events collected 
nearly $185,000 for ALS research, 
pushing us over the $2 million mark 
since the events began. 
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THE RIPPLE EFFECTS 
OF GIVING

Last year, the Sundt Foundation achieved some remarkable 
numbers in grants, special giving and volunteer hours. Still, the 
most important number is two: it only takes two dollars a week to 
join, and when someone becomes a Sundt Foundation member, 
their impact is doubled, thanks to matching funds from the 
company. If  you’re still deciding whether to become a member, 
consider these 2018 highlights and just imagine how 2019 could 
look with your contribution.

When wildfires wreaked havoc 
on California last year, the Sundt 
Foundation was part of a nationwide 
effort to provide relief. In Northern 
California over 80 people were killed 
and 10,000 structures destroyed 
by the Camp Fire, making it the 
worst in state history. One project 
manager with family nearby described 
the scene as a “war zone.” We felt 
compelled to help repair the lives 
and communities affected, so before 
Thanksgiving the Sundt Foundation 
donated $25,000 to the American Red 
Cross in Northern California to help 
those who needed it most.

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RELIEF THIRST-AID WATER DRIVE

MIKE GAINES CHARITY EVENTS

Each summer, homeless people in 
and around Phoenix suffer from 
dehydration and heat-related 
illnesses. Since 2010, Sundt 
employee-owners and industry 
partners have responded by donating 
over 1.6 million bottles of water to 
our annual Thirst-Aid drive. In May 
2018, we delivered 296,252 bottles 
of water, and Phoenix went on to hit 
100 degrees Fahrenheit more than 
120 days in the year. St. Joseph the 
Worker Director of Development 
Molly Pino said of Thirst-Aid, “It’s just 

a humbling experience. Most people 
never think about how having basic 
needs covered—like having water in 
the summer—can be the difference 
for someone to find work and become 
self-sufficient.”   

$184,471
Amount collected by Mike Gaines 
events in FY 18

296,252
Number of  water bottles donated 
through Thirst Aid in FY 18

$2,117,928
Lifetime amount collected by 
Mike Gaines events

1,620,252 
Lifetime water bottles donated 
through Thirst Aid



SUCCESS STORIES
Sundt Foundation support has helped many organizations, 
including the seven featured in the following stories. 
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Phoenix, Arizona

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER 

For people struggling with 
homelessness, leaving prison, 
fleeing domestic violence—
whatever the situation, St. Joseph 
the Worker offers a path to self-
sufficiency. Last year, the nonprofit 
helped nearly 3,000 people. 

“One story that sticks with me,” 
Director of Development Molly 
Pino said, “was of this man who 
was incarcerated, and lined up 
an interview immediately upon 
release. From the parole office, 
he walked to our Tailor Made for 
Success center—in his prison 
blues, with a shoestring belt.  

Within the hour he was suited, and 
he just had this new confidence 
about him. He ended up getting the 
job. For the first time in four years, 
he was able to spend Christmas 
both with his family and employed.” 

The organization is 100 percent 
privately funded, “and that’s why 
our community including Sundt 
is so vital,” Molly said. Sundt has 
been a proud partner with St. 
Joseph the Worker since 2007 and 
has also donated over 1.6 million 
bottles of water to the program’s 
clientele through our annual 
Thirst-Aid Drive. 

Since 1985, Interfaith Community Services (ICS) has been helping 
people in need achieve stable, healthy and independent lives. 

Thirty years ago, St. Joseph the Worker set out to remove 
barriers for people to gain and maintain employment, ranging 
from interviewing and technology skills, to healthcare, to a 
professional wardrobe. 

Tucson, Arizona

INTERFAITH COMMUNITY SERVICES 

ICS provides a range of services for 
people in financial crisis to stabilize 
their housing, nutritional needs, 
employment, and healthcare, as 
well as programs that assist seniors 
and individuals with disabilities. 

“It’s like John Lennon said: ‘Life 
is what happens when you’re 
busy making other plans,’” said 
ICS Philanthropy and PR Director 
Deborah Carr. “Life happens, and 
we help people overcome the 
immediate crisis and work with 
them towards longer-term solutions 
for self-sufficiency.” 

One family ICS recently partnered 
with had unexpected medical bills 
that turned their lives upside-down. 

“Their 10-year-old daughter got 
cancer, and they sold everything—
including their furniture—to pay 
for treatment,” said Deborah. “The 
food they received from our food 
bank helped them save their limited 
money for rent to stay in their 
home, and we gave them comfort 
during a difficult time. We’re also 
helping the father find a better job 
through our Job Resource Center.” 

Sundt Foundation support, 
including our $2,500 grant in 
FY 18, has helped hundreds of 
families cover basic needs, as well 
as realize their dreams and better 
their lives. Deborah said. “Both ICS 
and Sundt are invested in building 
strong communities.” 

125
Area grants given in 2018

$306,825
Total amount given in 2018

40
Area grants given in 2018

$76,500
Total amount given in 2018



HABITAT FOR HUMANITY / 1110 / FEEDING SAN DIEGO

Hunger in the U.S. is often seen as a matter of  volume, a simple 
equation of  not enough food. Feeding San Diego is proving that 
the problem is more about distribution. 

San Diego, California

FEEDING SAN DIEGO

Every year, 40 percent of America’s 
food goes to waste. That’s up to 300 
million pounds of food being thrown 
out every day, the product of 3 million 
acres of farmland, and associated 
labor, water, pesticides and fuel. 
Feeding San Diego, however, is 
providing 26 million meals a year to 
San Diego County, and 97 percent of 
that food is rescued. 

 “Rather than rely on processed 
foods, we’re providing food for well-
balanced meals with vegetables 
and proteins,” said CEO Vince Hall. 
The organization serves various 
populations, including service 
members and their families, who 
struggle with the area’s high cost of 

living. “A mom of three visited our 
center; her husband’s deployed 
in a combat zone,” Vince recalled. 
“She walked in and saw six different 
types of fruits and vegetables, and 
just froze. She said, ‘Is this for us?’ 
and ‘It’s free?’ and ‘For as long as 
we need it?’ And I said ‘Yes.’ She just 
started crying. Then I did, too.” 

Feeding San Diego’s scalable 
distribution model is a new way 
of looking at an old problem. “The 
solution is only possible through 
organizations like Sundt who care 
about solving basic human needs 
efficiently,” Vince said, “And we’re 
not here to put a dent in hunger—
we’re here to solve it.”

“We make as much impact as we can with the resources we 
have,” said Laine Himmelmann, Director of  Development at 
Habitat for Humanity of  Greater Sacramento. In 33 years, the 
Sacramento affiliate has built 144 homes in Sacramento and 
Yolo counties, and has completed over 50 repairs for low-income 
homeowners, seniors and veterans. 

Sacramento, California

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

While part of a global nonprofit, 
each Habitat team’s focus is 
decidedly local. This model defines 
the Sacramento affiliate, from its 
local private donor base including 
companies like Sundt, to the exact 
lot where volunteers build. The 
Hope, Homes, and Community 
program is revitalizing low-income 
areas. “We typically build on county 
tax lien lots, which are often 
abandoned, essentially functioning 
as the community trash pit,” said 
Laine. “But when we build a home 

there, it brings improvements to 
the neighborhood, and the family 
has deep pride of ownership.” 

After 33 years here, the 
organization has had zero 
foreclosures. Sundt’s grant of 
$2,000 will go to the Clay Street 
project, which will break ground in 
July 2019. “The goal is never just to 
put a roof over someone’s head. 
It’s to build a foundation for a 
family’s dreams.” 

16
Area grants given in 2018

$46,000
Total amount given in 2018

6
Area grants given in 2018

$26,700
Total amount given in 2018

Sundt Foundation Local Impact Sundt Foundation Local Impact
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Since 2016, Tailored Rides Equine-Assisted Therapy, Inc. 
(TREAT) has served as the only therapeutic riding center in 
Lamar County, Texas, providing riding lessons to people with 
special needs and disabilities. 

For students in an underserved community, Oso Good combines 
gardening, business education and food service to offer a path 
toward future careers. 

Fort Worth,Texas

TAILORED RIDES 
El Paso,Texas

OSO GOOD

“We give underserved children and 
adults unique opportunities to 
learn outdoors in a comfortable yet 
challenging situation,” said Taylor 
Sandoval, Executive Director of 
Tailored Rides.

TREAT offers equine therapy, a 
community respite garden, and 
leadership and team-building 
workshops with horses. Equine 
therapy is an effective and hands-
on method of learning, but it 
requires a large amount of special 
equipment to operate in a safe and 
useful manner. 

TREAT received a $3,250 grant 
from the Sundt Foundation, which 

In 2017, Sundt hired the Oso 
Good Food Truck for a job fair 
organized by the El Paso Housing 
Authority. But it wasn’t just any 
food truck — it was run entirely 
by high school students and was 
barely two weeks old.

“Sundt gave us a chance, right 
at the beginning,” recalled chef 
Christopher Puga, Oso Good 
founder and head of the culinary 
arts program at El Paso’s Bowie 
High School. “That was our very first 
event. We served about 300 people, 
and that exposure was just the little 
push we needed.” 

Today, Oso Good has served 
thousands, including at events 
hosted by the mayor, and comedian 

helped to purchase a specialized 
saddle. The saddle is designed 
for people with severe physical 
impairments, and it allows 
them to ride the horse more 
independently. Typically, volunteers 
must keep constant contact with 
a rider to help them maintain 
balance; using the new saddle has 
allowed students to finally ride the 
horse without assistance. “Seeing 
(our student) Justin on that horse 
in a truly independent manner,” 
said Taylor, “it was a really proud 
moment, not just for Justin, but for 
all of us here at Tailored Rides.” 

Gabriel Iglesias (aka “Fluffy”) gave it 
a big thumbs-up on his recent tour. 
Working with Bowie’s International 
Business Academy program and 
sourcing 85 percent of its food from 
the school’s garden, Oso Good gives 
over 150 students a wide range of job 
skills and a sense of belonging. The 
program recently served the Bowie 
Blue Diamond Gala, with the help of a 
$1,200 grant from Sundt Foundation.

 “Many of our students don’t have 
the resources to go to college,” 
Puga said, “but with this, we’re 
giving them other opportunities to 
look out into the world and know 
that they can have a career and be 
somebody—to know they’re going 
to make it.” 

18
Area grants given in 2018

$24,447
Total amount given in 2018

13
Area grants given in 2018

$26,236
Total amount given in 2018

Sundt Foundation Local Impact Sundt Foundation Local Impact



14 / KINETIC KIDS

In 2001, two pediatric physical therapists saw a need for sports 
programs for children with special needs, so they formed a 
weeknight baseball group with 10 of  their patients. 

San Antonio, Texas

KINETIC KIDS 

Today, Kinetic Kids offers over 
3,000 kids—of all ages and with 
any disability—230 sports and 
recreational programs throughout 
the year. Sundt’s $3,370 grant helped 
purchase supplies and equipment for 
these programs. Kinetic Kids athlete 
Elizabeth (age 9) participates in 
javelin, discus, shotput, long jump and 
long-distance running. Kinetic Kids 
has provided her a way to compete in 
and even win statewide competitions. 
“After every event,” Elizabeth said, “I 
feel proud of myself.” 

Cofounders Tracey Fontenot and 
Kacey Wernli explained how kids 
like Elizabeth have success in 
their programs. “Before, we saw 

several kids for therapy who had 
no options for socialization,” Tracey 
said. “In sessions,” Kacey added, 
“kids had some motivation, but they 
had a lot more when doing a sport; 
it’s like once they were part of a 
team, they wanted to show off their 
abilities, like walking independently.” 
Every program is staffed by an 
experienced coach and a pediatric-
trained therapist to offer both 
support and direction. 

Parents have been impacted 
as well. Elizabeth’s dad, Sean, 
said,  “We’ve been blessed. This 
organization gives Elizabeth and 
the other kids a way to be a part of 
something bigger than themselves.” 
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In FY 18, the Sundt Foundation established two new giving 
areas. We are pleased to support employee-owners in their 
commitment to helping their local communities prosper. 

NEW GIVING AREAS

In the Irvine, California office, which serves the greater Los 
Angeles region, we’ve been working hard to increase awareness 
of the Sundt Foundation and increase giving within the region 
in order to reach the minimums in our local account to make 
grants. We have formed a new local giving area committee to 
help raise awareness and identify those non-profits that resonate 
with our employee-owners. It’s very exciting to get things rolling 
and to watch the future impact the Sundt Foundation will have 
on our local communities in the greater LA area. 

— Robert Stokes, Vice President and Regional Director: Irvine, California

In the brief time we’ve been active as a new region, our Sundt 
Foundation Salt Lake City giving area committee has worked 
diligently to identify local organizations that best serve those most 
in need. We recently approved our first grant to Utah Youth Village, 
an organization changing young lives across the full spectrum of 
care. The nomination process is a team effort, with our committee 
members soliciting input from various work groups, engaging in 
the selection of potential grant candidates, and giving to the Sundt 
Foundation. It’s inspiring to see Sundt grow in this region, and we 
look forward to the positive impact the Sundt Foundation will have 
in the lives of many in this community.

— Dustin Murphy, Project Manager: Salt Lake City, Utah

25
Area grants given in 2018

$45,220
Total amount given in 2018

Sundt Foundation Local Impact
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Sundt Foundation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NICOLE CALAMAIO 
Executive Director

RANDY RUSING 
President

STEFANIE TELLER 
Vice President

MICHELLE ASHMORE
Secretary

LISETTE GUEVARA 
Treasurer 

TERRI PASLEY 
Member-at-Large 
Location: San Antonio

LIZ HARVEY 
Member-at-Large 
Location: Fort Worth

JOE RICCILLO 
Member-at-Large 
Location: El Paso

VICTORIA TREBIAN 
Member-at-Large 
Location: San Diego

ROBERT STOKES 
Member-at-Large 
Location: Irvine

MADISON JONES
Member-at-Large 
Location: Sacramento

DUSTIN MURPHY 
Member-at-Large 
Location: Salt Lake City

CATHIE GABRIEL 
Member-at-Large 
Location: Tempe

DAN HAAG 
Member, Sundt Companies 
Location: Tempe

MIKE HOOVER 
Member, Sundt Companies 
Location: Tempe
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