
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: 

  

READ LUKE 24:13-35 

  

What did you do on Easter afternoon?  I took a nap.  Holy week is exhausting for most pastors even in 
normal times, much less in a pandemic.  Some of you may have taken walks, had fellowship with family 
and friends (vaccinated, I hope), or had Easter egg hunts.  Maybe it was similar to past Easter afternoons, or 
maybe it was very different.  I dare say it was different from last year’s for all of us as we were just coming 
to grips with COVID-19.   

  

Take some time to think back to the first Easter afternoon.  For the multitude of people in Palestine who 
had no idea who Jesus is or what had happened to him, it was probably a regular day for them.  For Jesus’ 
disciples and family, it was probably a day of great confusion.  The women had gone to the tomb early in 
the morning to prepare Jesus’ body for proper burial since there was a rush to bury him in time for the 
Sabbath.  Instead of finding Jesus’ body, they found an empty tomb and ran to tell the disciples. 

  

First, the disciples did not believe them.  Then, some of them ran to the tomb and saw it for 
themselves.  They begin to remember what Jesus had told them and began to believe that it might be true—
he was really raised from the dead.  They began to discuss it and probably experienced so many emotions 
that they jumbled together until they were difficult to recognize: Fear, confusion, disbelief, wonder, hope, 
joy. . . .   

  

It was a matter of discussion for the two followers of Jesus who were trying to figure it all out as they 
walked from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  Then, Jesus “[C]ame up and walked along with them.”  (v. 15)  They 
didn’t recognize him.  Was it getting dark?  Were they so engrossed in their conversation that they didn’t 
take time for a good look?  Maybe, but it seems that Jesus waited until just the right time to reveal who he 
was.   

  

Jesus’ conversation with the two men revealed that they were still trying to put everything together, to 
understand exactly what had happened.  Jesus ended up going home with them and sharing a meal with 
them.  It was during that meal, when Jesus gave thanks to God, broke the bread, and shared it with them, 
that the men recognized Jesus.  Maybe Jesus’ action helped them recall other times he had “broken bread” 
with them, or maybe this was Jesus’ perfect timing in revealing himself.  When Jesus disappeared before 
their eyes, their confusion seemed to disappear, too.  It all came together for them and they immediately 
went back to Jerusalem and shared the news with the Eleven disciples (Judas had not yet been replaced) to 
confirm for them the truth of the Resurrection.   

  

If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you do not have to experience fear, confusion or disbelief on Easter 
afternoon or any other day.  You can experience wonder, hope, and joy at all times.  You can offer praise to 



God any time.  Do you?  As you “break bread” today, look up, recognize, and welcome Jesus, the Son of 
God, into your midst.  Feel your “heart burning within you.”  Then go tell others about what you have 
experienced so they, too, may know Jesus and receive eternal life.   

  

Have you ever felt confused or uncertain about the Gospel message?  If so, how?   

What can you do to strengthen your relationship with God? 

What can you do today to share the Gospel message of Jesus Christ with someone else? 

  

Pray for each other. 

  

I’m praying for you, 

Pastor Sandy 
	


