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$1,040,000
4 BR 3 BA 1 HB | MLS# 971882

MADISON CO.

$625,000
6 BR 4 BA 2 HB | MLS# 970612

6.58 AC 

OCONEE CO.

$699,000
5 BR 4 BA 1 HB | MLS# 969963

12.57 AC

JACKSON CO.

As we enter the last two months of 2019, 
many area home buyers are looking ahead 
to 2020 and making predictions based on 
2019 trends.

Some of the questions on the table in-
clude: Will prices keep rising? Will it be 
a good year to purchase a home in our 
area?

Take a look below for some recent data 
and trends to help you make an informed 
decision.

Economically Strong and Stable 

Local economies and housing markets 
generally hum the same tune. When eco-
nomic conditions are strong and stable, 
real estate seems to toe that same line.

Georgia has enjoyed the strongest job 
growth in two decades, and this gives 
home buyers the financial capacity to buy 

a property and keep up with their monthly 
payments. Strong economies also attract 
new residents, pedaling population growth 
and resulting in increased home prices.

According to the Federal Reserve’s latest 
“Beige Book” report (which examines eco-
nomic conditions in key regions across the 
U.S.), the Atlanta economy is doing quite 
well in 2019.

Low Mortgage Rates 

Since May 2019, 30-yr mortgage rates 
have been hovering below 4% (on aver-
age), and are expected to remain low 
during the coming months. In fact, the 
Freddie Mac team projects the annual av-
erage to be 4.0% in 2019 before declining 
to 3.8% in 2020.”

The bottom line? It’s a good time to buy!

Those who are looking for a 
two-in-one should probably 
do a full remodel or at least 
upgrade the kitchen, accord-
ing to a recent report from the 
National Association of Real-
tors®. A sleek kitchen with top-
of-the-line appliances is most 
likely of any interior home im-
provement project to appeal 
to buyers and increase the 
value of a home, according to 
the report. 

Kitchen renovations, says 
Brandi Snowden, director of 
consumer research at NAR. “A 
kitchen renovation is a great 
way for new owners to cus-
tomize their home and incor-
porate their personal tastes 
into a room that they will use 
every day.”

The report is based on three 
surveys. The first is a survey of 
nearly 2,200 consumers in June 
and July done by homeown-

Should you modernize 
your outdated kitch-
en—or install that beau-
tiful, new hardwood 
flooring? Is it wiser to 
convert the basement 
or the attic into an 
additional living area? 
Or should you forgo the 
more glamorous jobs in 
favor of replacing the 
boring—but tempera-
mental—heating and 
cooling system?

REMODELING TIPS
Courtesy of Realtor.com
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5 BR 5 BA 2 HB | MLS# TBD
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$429,900
4 BR 3 BA | MLS# 972023

CLARKE CO.

$450,000
5 BR 3 BA 1 HB | MLS# 970814

5.08 AC 

MORGAN CO.

$524,900
4 BR 3 BA 1 HB | MLS# 968937
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REMODELING TIPS (cont’d)

ership site HouseLogic. NAR did the sec-
ond and third surveys. The second survey 
garnered nearly 400 responses and was 
conducted in March and June. The third 
had nearly 2,500 responses and was held 
in July.

UPGRADE OR FULL KITCHEN REMODEL?

When it comes to kitchens, homeown-
ers who replaced worn-out surfaces and 
installed new finishes and materials were 
the happiest of the remodelers. About 93% 
of those who did complete remodels and 
85% of folks who upgraded just the room 
wanted to spend more time in their home 
once the work was finished.

But a new kitchen won’t come cheap. 
NAR estimates folks will shell out an esti-
mated $68,000 on a full remodel. But they 
should expect to recoup only $40,000, or 
59%, of their investment. Meanwhile, those 
who simply upgrade a space spend an es-
timated $38,300 on the job—and get back 
only about $20,000, or 52%, in the resale 
value.

Meanwhile, renovating that other home 
staple, the bathroom, sets homeowners 
back an estimated $35,000. Of that they’re 
typically able to recover about 57% of their 
investment. But those adding a new bath-
room to the tune of $60,000 can expect to 
get only half that amount back.

Master suite renovations were the costli-
est of the renovations, totaling an estimat-
ed $150,000, but still were popular. About 
two-thirds of homeowners said they en-
joyed their home more and had a greater 
desire to spend more time there after it was 
finished. But folks can expect to recoup 
only about half of what they sunk into the 
project, $75,000, at resale.

And when it comes to the debate over 
whether to finish an attic or basement, it’s 

cheaper and more profitable to go un-
derground. Converting a basement to a 
living area cost an estimated $46,900 and 
upped a home’s value by 64%. Attic work 
was much pricier, at $80,000, and added 
only a 56% bump.

MOST UNGLAMOROUS WORK THE MOST 
LUCRATIVE

The most lucrative improvement home-
owners can make is putting in a new roof, 
according to the report. Those who spent 
an estimated $7,500 on that essential up-
grade got back $8,000, or 107%, in resale 
value.

New wood flooring, which was a bit more 
exciting, also led to profits. It was estimated 
to cost about $4,700 but added $5,000 to 
the price of a home. That’s a 103% return. 
Those who refinished hardwood floors, at 
the cost of $2,600, broke even.

“While installing new roofing, hardwood 
flooring, or refinishing hard wood floors are 
large projects to tackle, we found that 
these were the top projects for recover-
ing costs,” says Snowden, who adds that 
they’re durable and long-lasting.

HOMEOWNERS SHOULDN’T OVERLOOK 
THE SMALLER, CHEAPER JOBS EITHER.

Upgrading a home’s insulation cost only 
an estimated $2,400. But homeowners 
were able to recoup about $2,000, or 83%, 
of what they laid out. Meanwhile, install-
ing a new garage door cost an estimat-
ed $2,100—of which the homeowners got 
back about 95% in a sale.

“Homeowners are able to recoup the 
majority of the project cost, create a more 
comfortable interior living space,” says 
Snowden. And it “improves the energy effi-
ciency of their home.”

$550,000
3 BR 2 BA 1 HB | MLS# 970692

4 AC.
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$600,000
6 BR 4 BA | MLS# 971133
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AREA EVENTS
NOVEMBER

Every month on the 
1st (through June 1, 
2021)

JULIA MELLS PARENTING 
CLASS ON THE RESPECTFUL 
FAMILY
Time: 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Location: Hilton Garden 
Inn Athens Downtown 390 
E. Washington St., Athens
Phone: (256) 321-9939
Price: No Admission 
Charge
Join popular parent edu-
cator and counselor Ju-
lia Mells for a class on The 
Respectful Family at the 
Hands On Children’s Mu-
seum. Learn how to create 
a culture of respect in the 
family system.
www.bestbabykit.com

November 2
A MODERN TRIBUTE 
TO BOB MARLEY & 

THE WAILERS
Location: Hendershot’s, 
237 Prince Avenue, Athens
A Modern Tribute to “Bob 
Marley & The Wailers”. The 
4th of a bi-monthly Leg-
ends Series produced by 
United Group of Artists and 
performed by Knowa D. 
Johnson and The Aquatic 
Soul Collective.
Opening acts include 
White Rabbit Collective 
Mokah Jasmine John-
son Richard Kennedy Tisa 
Praise with music by DJ 
Blaque Starr!

November 4
PAT MITCHELL: BE-
COMING A DANGER-

OUS WOMAN
Time: 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Location: UGA Special 
Collections Libraries, 300 S. 
Hull Street, Athens Phone: 
(706) 542-6367
Price: $25 will include a 
signed copy of her new 
book.
Enjoy an evening with Pat 
Mitchell at the Richard B. 
Russell Building Special Col-
lections Libraries. Pat Mitch-
ell is a pioneering journalist 
and media executive, hav-
ing won 37 Emmy awards 
and 5 Peabody awards. 
She was the first female 
president of PBS, the first 
President of CNN Produc-
tions, and now serves as 
the Editorial Director of TED-
Women.
Pat Mitchell will read from 
her new book, Becoming 
a Dangerous Woman, and 
will then be in conversation 
with Tom Johnson, Chair-
man Emeritus of the Lyn-
don B. Johnson Foundation 
Board of Trustees. There will 
be a Q & A and reception 
following the event.
Please purchase tickets at 
the following links.
Auditorium: www.gail.uga.
edu 

November 5
YOKE LORE
Time: 9:00 PM

Location: Georgia Theatre, 

215 N. Lumpkin St., Athens
Phone: 706-850-7670
Price: $15.00 - $18.00
Yoke Lore is the solo musi-
cal venture of Adrian Gal-
vin, previously of Yellerkin 
and Walk the Moon. Yoke 
Lore layers the harmonies 
of Panda Bear, the soul-
ful beats of M83, and the 
modern pop of Blackbird to 
tell “the stories of how we 
are bound.” Galvin’s songs 
combine echoing waves of 
banjo, vocals, and percus-
sion to create arresting pop 
music with tactile candor 
and conviction. 
www.georgiatheatre.com

Monthly on the 1st 
Tuesday 
SWING DANCE NIGHT 

IN THE GARDEN
Time: 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Location: State Botanical 
Garden of Georgia - Vis-
itor Center, 2450 South 
Milledge Avenue, Athens ,
Phone: (706) 542-1244
Price: $4-$6
Learn new dance steps, 
dance under the palms, or 
watch talented and enthu-
siastic dancers from a ta-
ble beside the dance floor. 
Choose between an East 
Coast Swing or Lindy Jop 
lesson from 7-8 PM, then 
everyone is welcome for 
an open dance from 8-10 
PM. This Swing Dance Night 
inside the Visitor Center 
& Conservatory is a great 
night out!

$399,900
3 BR 2 BA 1 HB | MLS# 970932

5.56 AC 

MORGAN CO

$377,500
4 BR 3 BA | MLS# 969824

OCONEE CO.

$269,900
3 BR 2 BA 1 HBA | MLS# TBD
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$240,000
4 BR 3 BA | MLS# 968525

CLARKE CO.

NEW!



Athens Swing Night would like you to 
know that you don’t need to have 
any previous dance experience, or 
a partner to attend. There’s more in-
formation about Athens Swing Night 
and social dance in Athens on their 
website: www.athensswingnight.
com

November 11
A BRONX TALE
Location: The Classic Center 

Theatre, 300 N. Thomas St., Athens
Phone: (706) 357-4444
Time: 7:30 PM
Price: Tickets on Sale Now!
Three years ago, Academy Award® 
nominee Chazz Palminteri teamed 
up with Academy Award® winner 
Robert De Niro, Tony Award® winner 
Jerry Zaks and Tony Award® nominee 
Sergio Trujillo to create this streetwise 
musical - based on Palminteri’s true 
life story.
A Bronx Tale, Broadway’s hit 
crowd-pleaser, takes you to the 
stoops of the Bronx in the 1960s, 
where a young man is caught be-
tween the father he loves and the 
mob boss he’d love to be. 
Bursting with high-energy dance 
numbers and original doo-wop tunes 
from Academy Award® and Tony 
Award® winner Alan Menken (Beau-
ty and the Beast) and Tony Award® 
nominee Glenn Slater (Love Never 
Dies), A Bronx Tale is an unforgetta-
ble story of loyalty and family.
www.classiccenter.com

November 15-17
CANOPY REPERTORY COMPA-
NY’S FALL PRODUCTION: THE 

GOTH SHOW
Time: Friday at 8pm; Saturday at 4 & 
8 pm; Sunday at 2pm

Location: Canopy Studio, 160 Tracy 
St., Suite 6, Athens
Price: $20 adults; $15 for students; $6 
kids
The Goth Show, the newest aeri-
al dance production from Canopy 
Studio’s Repertory Company, offers 
a bit of much-needed levity in to-
day’s world. What began as a funny 
idea has evolved into a full-fledged 
show. Our dancers have found inspi-
ration while exploring the concept of 
sub-culture, identity definitions, and 
nostalgia as it relates to the Goth life-
style. What defines you? What is your 
style? Did you have a “dark” period? 
How does genre identity evolve in re-
lation to age? All of these questions 
are up for discussion.
The aerialists in the Repertory Com-
pany will explore many sub-genres of 
Goth on invented metal triangles, an 
industrial fan, walkers, dance trapez-
es, ropes, ladders and poles. 
www.canopystudio.org

November 16
ALICE H. RICHARDS CHILDREN’S 
GARDEN PERFORMANCE SERIES

Location: State Botanical Garden of 
Georgia, 2450 South Milledge Ave-
nue, Athens
Time: 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Price: Free to attend
The State Botanical Garden of Geor-
gia invites you to celebrate the 
opening year of the Alice H. Rich-
ard’s Children’s Garden with family 
friendly outdoor performances. Every 
third Saturday of the month enjoy 
a variety of engaging shows taking 
place on the Theater-in-the-Woods 
stage. Come experience music 
laughter and connection in nature 
as our artists bring excitement to your 
weekend.

Our schedule of performances:
April 20 – Magician Kevin O’Neal
May 18 – Canopy Studio
June 15 – Rebecca Sunshine Band
July 20 – Maggie Hunter & Tommy 
Jordan
Aug. 17 – Ukulady
Sept. 21 – Dancefx
Oct. 19 – Center City Ballet and 
Movement Arts
In case of rain, we will be in the Call-
away Administration Building Audito-
rium. 

November 17
MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER 
CHRISTMAS

Location: The Classic Center, 300 N. 
Thomas St., Athens
Phone: (706) 357-4444
Time: 7:00 PM
Join the celebration as Mannheim 
Steamroller makes history again - 
Celebrating 35 years of holiday mag-
ic as they bring their annual holiday 
tour to fans throughout the country. 
Experience the performance of the 
#1 Christmas music artist in history 
and for the first time ever, hear the 
entire album that started it all, LIVE - 
“Mannheim Steamroller Christmas!”
www.classiccenter.com

November 23
RUMOURS - THE FLEETWOOD 
MAC TRIBUTE

Location: Georgia Theatre, 215 N. 
Lumpkin St., Athens
Phone: (706) 850-7670
Time: 8:30 PM
Price: $18.00 - $22.00
Rumours, (also known as Rumours-
ATL) calls Atlanta, GA home and 
has built a solid fan base there 
and throughout the eastern United 
States. While traveling across the 
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1361 Jennings Mill Rd., Ste 101, Watkinsville, GA  30677
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United States and selling out venues 
the band continues to collect an 
even larger and devoted fan base 
on a national level. Selling out shows 
to standing room only crowds, fans 
have seen Rumours at venues in-
cluding The Fillmore in Charlotte, NC, 
Daryl’s House in Pawling, NY owned 
by music icon Daryl Hall, a weeklong 
residency at Epcot Center in Disney 
World, the 310 Room Austin City Lim-
its and multiple Live Nation venues. 
Rumours have quickly become one 
of the most sought after and highly 
regarded tribute bands in the genre.
http://www.georgiatheatre.com/

December 5
DOWNTOWN PARADE OF 
LIGHTS

Location: Downtown Athens
Phone: (706) 613-3800
Time: 7:00 PM
Price: Free to attend
Kick off the holiday season in Ath-
ens-Clarke County with this special 
event in Downtown Athens  
The parade begins on the corner of 
Dougherty and Pulaski Streets at 7:00 
p.m. ending in front of City Hall for 
the traditional tree lighting ceremo-
ny, hosted by none other than Santa 
Claus!  
This year’s theme is “Home 
for the Holidays.”
www.accgov.com

December 8 
Introduction to Wil-
derness Survival

Where: Hardigree Wild-
life Sanctuary, 1110 Old 
Greensboro RD., Watkins-
ville
Time: 2:30 – 5:00pm

Cost: $25 per student
Participants will not only learn but also 
practice the seven priorities of surviv-
al, what supplies are needed for a 
basic survival kit, various fire-starting 
methods and techniques, proper 
shelter construction with basic and 
limited supplies, how to effectively 
signal for help, vital precautions to 
avoid getting lost and group mind-
set/dynamics. 
Contact:  Jody Rice, 706-804-2551
www.wildriceadventures.com

December 14 
Watkinsville Christmas Parade 
Where: Downtown Watkinsville

Time: 3:00 p.m.
Contact: events@cityofwatkinsville.
com or call City Hall at 706-769-5161
Christmas festivities in Watkinsville will 
be held on Saturday, December 14, 
2019. The annual parade down Main 
Street will begin at 3 PM and be fol-
lowed by the Christmas Tree Lighting 
ceremony at 6 PM on the steps of the 
Oconee County Courthouse.

December 14 
John Berry: Christmas Songs & 
Stories with John Berry

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Oconee County Civic Cen-

ter, 2661 Hog Mountain Road, Wat-
kinsville
Phone: (706) 769-3902
Cost: Tickets on sale now on event 
website. www.order.ticketalterna-
tive.com
Grammy Award winning, platinum 
selling singer-songwriter John Ber-
ry returns for his 23rd annual Christ-
mas Tour on December 14th to the 
Oconee County Civic Center with a 
show that highlights both his biggest 
country hit songs along with your fa-
vorite Christmas selections. His elec-
trifying rendition of ‘O Holy Night’ 
brightens the holiday season for 
thousands across the country and is 
sure to get even the biggest scrooge 
in the Christmas spirit. Don’t miss out 
on hearing all his hits AND all your 
Christmas favorites.
And act quickly to be one of 100 fans 
who have the opportunity to pur-
chase a pass for $20 for a very spe-
cial meet & spend experience with 
John before the show. We are of-
fering a very special, intimate gath-
ering for up to 100 fans to have the 
opportunity to meet with John, ask 
questions, hear a few acoustic songs 
by him and have an autograph and 
picture opportunity. 
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