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SEASONAL TIPS

EXTERIOR PREP

1. Fix cracks in concrete 
and asphalt
Depending on where you 
live, these may be the last 
weeks this year when it 
will be warm and sunny 
enough to repair driveway 
and sidewalk cracks.

2. Clean out the gutters
No one loves this job, but 
we all need to do it annual-
ly. A few hours of work can 
prevent big problems later 
on.  While you’re up on that 
ladder, visually inspect your 
roof for damaged shingles, 
flashing or vents. You can 
also inspect the chimney 

for any missing mortar and 
repair it by tuck-pointing, if 
needed.

3. Turn off outdoor plumbing
Drain outdoor faucets and 
sprinkler systems, and cov-
er them to protect them 
from the freezing weather 
to come.

4. Start composting
If you don’t already have 
compost bins, now’s the 
time to make or get some. 
All those accumulated au-
tumn leaves will bring you 
gardening gold next sum-
mer!

Courtesy of Zillow Porchlight

Cooler weather is nigh — 
prep your home for its arrival 

while it’s still nice outside.

The days are getting shorter, 
and the nights are getting 

cooler. The kids are trudging 
off to school again with their 
backpacks, and leaves are 

falling from the trees.

Yep, it’s official: Fall is here. 
Now’s the time to finish up 

any last-minute mainte-
nance projects and get your 

home and yard ready.

Take care of these 12 tasks to 
get your home clean, warm 
and ready for the cool days 

to come. cont’d...
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Seasonal Tips (cont’d)

5. Clean outdoor furniture 
and gardening tools
It may not yet be time to put 
them away, but go ahead 
and clean your outdoor fur-
niture and gardening tools 
so they’re ready for storage 
over the winter.

6. Plant bulbs for 
spring-blooming flowers
Plant bulbs in October, as 
soon as the soil has cooled 
down, to reap big rewards 
next spring. If you’ve never 
planted bulbs before, select 
a spot in your yard that gets 
full sun during the day.

INTERIOR PREP

7. Prepare your furnace for 
winter duty
If you didn’t already do it 
last spring, consider getting 
your furnace professionally 
serviced in time for the cold 
season. At the minimum, 
though, visually inspect your 
furnace and replace the 
furnace filter before turning 

it on for the first time.

8. Clean the fireplace and 
chimney. 
Clean out the fireplace, in-
spect the flue, and ensure 
the doors and shields are 
sound. Have the chimney 
professionally swept if need-
ed. Now’s also the time to 
stock up on firewood!

9. Keep the warm air inside 
and the cold air outside
Inspect your windows and 
doors. Check weatherstrip-
ping by opening a door, 
placing a piece of paper 
in the entryway and closing 
the door. The paper should 
not slide back and forth 
easily. If it does, the weather 
stripping isn’t doing its job.
Also, now’s the time to re-
caulk around windows and 
door casings, if needed.

10. Light the way
Bring as much light into your 
home as you can for the 
colder, darker months. To 

accentuate natural light, 
clean your windows and 
blinds, especially in rooms 
that get a lot of sunlight.

11. Create a mudroom
Even if you don’t have a 
dedicated mudroom in 
your home, now’s a good 
time to think about orga-
nizing and stocking an en-
tryway that will serve as a 
“mudroom” area for cold 
and wet weather. Put down 
an indoor-outdoor rug to 
protect the floor. A fun and 
rewarding weekend project 
is to build a wooden shoe 
rack, coat rack or storage 
bench for your entryway.

12. Home safety check
Replace the batteries in 
your smoke alarms and car-
bon monoxide monitors. A 
good way to remember to 
do this is to always replace 
the batteries when you 
change the clock for day-
light saving time.

BERNSTEIN NEWS
2019 has proven to be all that we’d hoped and more!  We have added three specialists to 
our team, each excellent in their respective fields. We feel so blessed to be able to offer the 
benefit of their services in order to serve you better.

Linda Martin
Listing Coordinator

Linda is client point 
of contact. She 

handles showings, 
feedback & listing 

preparation.

Tracey Buckalew
Marketing Mgr

Tracey optimizes 
our web pres-

ence,marketing 
materials and pho-

tographs listings

Ian Ingram
Buyer Specialist

Ian cultivates buyer  
interest, customizes 
client search plans 

& handles open 
houses

cont’d...
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AREA EVENTS
SEPTEMBER

MUSIC SERIES AT THE 
STATE BOTANICAL 
GARDEN

7:00 to 9:00 PM
Location: State Botanical 
Garden of Georgia
2450 S. Milledge Ave. Athens
Phone: (706) 542-6467
Price: $15; $5 children ages 
6-12
Summer was made for out-
door concerts – and so were 
the amphitheater and ter-
raced lawns in the Flower 
Garden of the State Botani-
cal Garden of Georgia at the 
University of Georgia. Now in 
its 18th season, the Sunflow-
er Music Series has placed 
both world-renowned and 
new-on-the-scene musicians 
in a world-class botanical 
environment. NEXT UP: Sep-
tember 17: Elf Power
www.botgarden.uga.edu/
events/

ABOVE ATHENS BAL-
LOON FESTIVAL
3:00 to 8:30 PM

Location: Sandy Creek Park
400 Bob Holman Rd. Athens
Price: CASH ONLY Entrance 
fee-$5/car, Tethered bal-
loon rides $10/person
The Athens-Clarke County 
Leisure Services Department 
will host the second annual 
Above Athens Balloon Festi-
val on Saturday, September 
28, 2019 at Sandy Creek Park 
and Lake Chapman. 
See beautiful balloons up 
close! Other highlights of 

the event include tethered 
balloon rides ($10/person, 
cash only), food trucks, beer 
garden, free children’s ac-
tivities, and a business expo 
presented by Athens West. 
The event will conclude with 
a balloon glow at approxi-
mately 8:30 p.m. 
Bulldog 93.3 FM will be on site 
for the festivities. Tune in for 
event and traffic information 
prior to & during the event.
*This is a CASH ONLY event. 
Annual passes to Sandy 
Creek Park cannot be used 
for entrance fee for this 
event. NO PETS permitted. 
All activities are weather 
permitting.
www.accgov.com/balloon

INSECT-IVAL! 28TH 
ANNUAL
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Location: State Botanical 
Garden of Georgia
2450 S. Milledge Ave. Ath-
ens
Phone: 706-542-6156
Price: $5/person OR $20/
family, Children under 2 are 
FREE
Join garden staff and volun-
teers for this creepy, crawly, 
and definitely fun family festi-
val. Discovery stations, roach 
and beetle races, an insect 
café, puppet shows, perfor-
mances and, of course, lots 
of live insects will be at this 
event. 
Don’t miss the annual but-
terfly releases on the lawn of 
the International Garden at 
10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m, an 
awe-inspiring opportunity to 

view dozens of native but-
terflies flap their wings above 
your head!
Insect-ival is sponsored by 
the State Botanical Garden, 
the UGA Lund Club, the UGA 
Department of Entomology, 
and the Georgia Museum of 
Natural History.
www.botgarden.uga.edu/

LATINXFEST 2019
12:00 to 8:00 PM
Location: Downtown 

Athens
Washington Street Athens

The LatinxFest celebrates 
the diverse cultures of Cen-
tral and South America. The 
festival aims to recognize 
the economic and cultur-
al impacts the local Latinx 
community has on Athens. 
Enjoy live music, food, danc-
ing, kids activities and much 
more.
w w w . f a c e b o o k .
c o m / L a t i n x F e s t - A t h -
ens-GA-161054144477489/

ATHENS PRIDE STREET 
FESTIVAL
2:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Location: Downtown Athens
Washington Street between 
Pulaski & Lumpkin Athens 
This year’s festival will be held 
on Sunday, September 29th 
from 2:00pm to 9:00pm on 
Washington Street between 
Pulaski and Hull Streets. Food 
trucks and vendor booths 
will line the streets with plen-
ty of activities for the whole 
family! Don’t miss the Divas 
Under 

$309,900
3 BR 3 BA | MLS# 971022

URBAN LOFTS

$299,900
3 BR 2 BA | MLS# 970810

14.05 AC

MADISON

$240,000
4 BR 3 BA | MLS# 968525

HOMEWOOD HLS

$174,900
3 BR 2 BA | MLS# 971086
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CLICK HERE
TO VIEW 
ALL OUR 
LISTINGS
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AREA EVENTS (cont’d)
the Lights show from 2:00-
9:00pm, featuring a special 
guest from RuPaul’s Drag 
Race...to be announced 
SOON!
www.athenspride.org 

OCTOBER

ZOMBIE FARMS 
HAUNTED TRAIL
Oct 4 - Nov 2

Recurring weekly on Friday, 
Saturday 8:00 to 11:00 PM
Location: Zombie Farms
568 Smithonia Road Winter-
ville
Phone: (706) 296-1706
Price: $20-$25 depending 
on night and group size
If you are looking for a haunt-
ed house or haunted at-
traction near Athens, GA or 
anywhere in NorthEast Geor-
gia, you don’t want to miss 
Zombie Farms! You get a full 
3/4 mile walk through dark 
and spooky woods filled with 
scary monsters and creepy 
characters who will scare 
you, entertain you, and 
sometimes even make you 
laugh. With 15 unique horror 
sets and over 65 profession-

al actors, Zombie Farms is a 
fully immersive experience. 
And each year has a whole 
new theme that is sure to 
give you a thrill, so you can 
come year after year and 
enjoy something new. ZF has 
been in operation since 2012 
and has become a local 
tradition to many Athenians 
and those who visit Athens 
during October. Mark your 
calendar now to visit Zombie 
Farms this fall!
www.zombiefarms.com

ATLANTA ROAD SKATE 
(A2A)
Location: The Classic 

Center
Host: Athens-to-Atlanta 
Road Skate (A2A)
300 N. Thomas St. Athens
Phone: 404-806-7251
Price: Entry fee varies; 
Please check website. Reg-
ister early!!
Time: 7 a.m. (38/87mi.), 9:30 
a.m. in Dacula (49 mi.)
This is the 38th Anniversary 
of America’s oldest outdoor 
road skate with three dis-
tance options: 87 miles, 49 
miles, or 38 miles. Open to 

Quad Skaters? YES!! All dis-
tances (87, 49 and 38-mile) 
are on-road courses with 
vehicular traffic. Participants 
are expected to follow cy-
cling laws for safety mea-
sures. Course is challenging 
and requires experienced 
skating ability, courage, and 
stamina. All skaters are re-
quired to wear a U.S. CPSC 
approved helmet and wrist 
protection.
www.a2a.net

HISTORIC ATHENS 
PORCHFEST
1:00 to 7:00 PM

Location: Historic Athens
Four Historic Neighborhoods 
Boulevard, Newtown, Buena 
Vista, and Pulaski Heights 
Athens, GA
Price: FREE
Enjoy porch performances 
from dozens of local bands 
as you wander through four 
of Athens’ hippest historic in-
town neighborhoods.
48 bands. 48 houses. 4 histor-
ic neighborhoods. One rock-
ing afternoon.
www.historicathens.com/
porchfest
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PROPERTY TAX
DUE DATES 

(BY COUNTY)

ATHENS/CLARKE
October 20

BARROW
November 15

JACKSON
December 20

MORGAN
November 15

OCONEE
November 15

OGLETHORPE
December 20

WALTON
November 15

Lisa Bernstein
Lisa@AthensGaHomes.com 
706.765.7441

Jason Bernstein
Jason@AthensGaHomes.com 

706.540.3283

1361 Jennings Mill Rd., Ste 101, Watkinsville, GA  30677


