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A6008-D by Assembly member Bronson & S5301-B by Senator Brouk -To amend requirements and
authorization to develop assessment-based treatment plans for certain mental health practitioners

For more information contact Michelle Newman, COFCCA at mnewman@cofcca.org or Heather Evans,
Hinman Straub at hevans@hinmanstraub.com

Standardize the requirements for newly licensed mental health counselors (LMHC),
licensed marriage and family therapists (LMFT), and licensed psychoanalysts (LPs to align
with the existing requirements of other licensed diagnosing professions licensed clinical
social workers (LCSW);

Authorize licensed mental health counselors (LMHC), licensed marriage and family
therapists (LMFT), and licensed psychoanalysts (LP) to diagnose and develop assessment-
based treatment plans; and 

Provide existing licensed professionals a pathway to obtain diagnostic authority. 

April 2, 2022: The Council of Family and Child Caring Agencies (COFCCA) supports A.6008-D
by Assembly member Bronson/S.5301-B by Senator Brouk, which seeks to address the
workforce challenges within the mental health and substance abuse service delivery system in
New York.

Specifically, the bill would make the following changes:

COFCCA’s membership includes more than 100 nonprofit organizations – nearly all the private
nonprofit providers of child welfare and juvenile justice services in New York State. Our
members provide an array of services to children and families including children's behavioral
health services and addiction treatment. 

There is agreement that there is a shortage of mental health professionals, especially those
authorized to diagnose. There is also widespread agreement that the need for mental health
services is increasing and our system is not prepared to meet the increased demand for care. 
 If enacted, this bill could increase the number of diagnosing mental health professionals by
over 10,000 individuals.  Allowing for LMHCs and others to diagnose is essential as the
longstanding exemption to licensure restrictions expires on June 24, 2022.  This bill will expand
the number of diagnosing professionals while ensuring high quality standards.

For these reasons, and many more, COFCCA strongly supports this legislation. 


