
We thank the Legislature for recognizing the
needs of our sector by providing the following
investments in one-house budget proposals and
hope they are ultimately included in the final
budget: 

Funding to support the essential direct
care workforce through Human Services
Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA)

Additional funding to support the critical
role that non-profits play by providing
$100 million 

Funding capital needs of non-profits by
providing $100 million for the Nonprofit
Infrastructure Capital Investment Program

Prevention Services
 
New York State is foremost in the country in
providing open-ended, uncapped investment in
child welfare services, including prevention and
protection, and it has worked: New York’s foster
care census decreased from more than 50,000
children in care in the 1990s, to approximately
16,000 children in care today. Please ensure
that funding for prevention is level funded from
last year at $610 million, and that 62%
reimbursement to counties from the state is
maintained, as included in the Assembly
proposal. In addition, we thank both houses for
restoring Community Optional Prevention
Services (COPS), a funding stream supporting
important primary prevention and evidence-
based programs across the state. 
 
Foster Care Block Grant
 
This block grant provides reimbursement to
counties for the state share of foster care costs,
up to a certain amount per county. It also
covers the costs of the Kinship Guardianship
Assistance Program (KinGAP) that supports kin
who step in to provide relative children a safe,
permanent home when birth parents cannot.
Please ensure that the Foster Care Block Grant
is level funded from last year at $383 million,
as included in the Assembly proposal.

Ensuring Federal COVID-19 Relief Funds do not
have Negative Impacts
 
The Assembly included important language to
ensure that funds received by foster care agencies
through PPP or other extraordinary federal funding
do not reduce such agencies’ future foster care
rates, or Maximum State Aid Rates (MSAR). It is
critical that the final budget includes this language
so agencies do not feel harmful unintended
consequences of drawing down federal funds.
(ELFA Part II- Assembly) 
 
Ensuring successful implementation of Federal Law
 
The Executive budget includes language which
would promote successful implementation of the
federal Family First Prevention Services Act
(FFPSA). We support the Executive’s language and
encourage the legislature to support this language
in the final enacted budget. (ELFA Part L)

The Council of Family and Child Caring Agencies
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For more information, please contact: 
Kathleen Brady-Stepien, President & CEO at kbradystepien@cofcca.org or 
Brittany Vogel, Hinman Straub, bvogel@hinmanstraub.com

Now more than ever, as we continue to feel
the immediate effects of the pandemic, it is
critical that New York State maintains
funding and provides investments in
programs and services that provide for the
well-being of our children and families.

Restore and Maintain Critical
Programs for our Children & Families 

Support Essential Workers & Nonprofits
on the Front Lines of NYS Pandemic
Response 

Support Important Policy Proposals
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