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Message from the Guru
With the National Finals and the 
Australian Junior looming on the horizon 
many players have stepped up their chess 
training schedule in preparation for all the 
big events held from October onwards.

First there will be the Victorian Youth 
Championships (October 22/23), followed 
immediately by Interschool State Finals. At 
the end of November the Interschool National 
Finals is now an open event, so many strong 
teams from Australia and New Zealand will 
be choosing to take part. Then a short break 
before the Australian Junior Championships 
which is to be held in Melbourne again this 
year.

If you're not sure what you can do to improve 
your chess then why not just follow along with 
the Chess Kids Australian Junior Training 
Squad - we've picked 12 talented juniors to 
take part in free training each week between 
now and Australian Junior. Everything that we 
do with them is being recorded and posted on 
the www.chesskids.com.au website. Just visit 
the site each week and you'll be able to 
download their lessons, puzzles and activities. 
You can even join them at some of the 

weekend tournaments over the 
next few months.

Work hard!

DavidCordover,
Managing Director,
Chess Group of Companies

Knight Times
Chess World Australia Pty. Ltd.  ABN 41 118 087 862

Chess Kids Contacts:
www.chesskids.com.au

Coaching: 
info@chesskids.com.au
Retail: 
info@chessworld.com.au
Interschool:
interschool@chesskids.com.au
Newsletter: 
rj@chesskids.com.au

1300-424-377

One of these people is the 
world chess champion.  Another 
is a cheeky australian junior at 
the world junior championships.

http://www.chesskids.com.au/
http://www.chesskids.com.au/


RJ Shield

July RJ Shields
There were three RJ Shield events in 
July as follows:

Clayton Leading Scores:
5.5/7 H.Bayliss & R.Lobo
5   J.Tissa, R.Kam, A.Kahlil, A.Curry
4.5    D.Lee
(29 Players)
Doncaster Leading Scores:
7/7 David Cannon            
6 Zhi-Lin Guo              
5   Zhi-Xin Guo 
(37 Players)             
Mildura Leading Scores:
6./7 A.Harrison and Z.Harrison
5.5 M.Kroek
(37 Players)
 

For full results and updated ratings just log 
on to www.chesskids.com.au and click on 
the ratings and results button.
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RJ

http://loveattackingchess.blogspot.com/

If you are a young chess player who likes 
attacking chess, and you are not upset by 
spelling errors, then have a look at Anthony 
Hain’s new chess blog “Kill the King.”

Anthony is an enthusiastic coach at Chess 
Kids who has just started this new avenue for 
him to talk about attacking chess. He states:

“I am  a stylistically aggressive player 
and love taking risks. In this blog I 
hope to show you some of 
my games and other 
ideas primarily to do 
with attacking chess.”

The Chess Guru, David Cordover, taking on his 
two young sons Elijah (aged 6) and Oliver 
(nearly 4!) at the Chess Kids “Toddler Chess” on 
Saturday mornings from 10.00 am.

Chess Gurus in Training!

The Chess Kids Centre
Activities

http://loveattackingchess.blogspot.com
http://loveattackingchess.blogspot.com


by IM Robert Jamieson

Chess simultaneous displays, where  
a master plays against a large 
number of opponents at the same 
time, are a great way to promote 
chess.   Even better, you get a 
chance to play against a famous 
player who you would never 
otherwise play against.

I can remember when I was I boy I played 
against Yuri Averbach (a Russian GM 
touring Australia in 1966) and against Lajos 
Portish (a Hungarian GM ranked in the top 
ten in the world) in 1971.  They both 
towelled me up, but I did manage a lucky win 
against German GM Lothar Schmid when he 
had two queens (“It’s not zo easy mit de two 
Qveens, ya?” he stated).  Later still, when I 
was a young man, I played former world 
champions Euwe and Spassky and had the 
thrill of drawing with Spassky!

You can learn a lot from such experiences 
so I’m very happy to support the “Great 
Victorian Chess Challenge,” and initiative of 
David Cordover to promote chess and to 
raise money for the “Kids off the Kerb” 
charity.

This time however the boot is on the other 
foot and I’m one of the masters taking part 
in the challenge.   I still hold the 
Australasian simultaneous record for 

playing 153 opponents at the same time so 
playing only twenty or so should be easy!  

All participants in the simuls will receive a 
certificate and there are prizes if players can 
win or draw against the master.   The school 
which raises the most money towards the 
“Kids off the Kerb” will receive a giant 
outdoors chess set valued at $550!

Full details are at:
http://www.chesschallenge.com.au
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David Cordover takes on twenty opponents



#1 White to Play

#2 Black to Play

#3 Black to Play

#4 White to Play
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Chess puzzles to solve

To be a good chess player you must be good at tactics.   Here is a chance to 
test yourself with some simple puzzles.

Answers are at the bottom of page 6.



Victorian junior 
Championships

The Vic. Junior 
Championship were 
played in July and 
attracted a field of 40 
players.   IM James 
Morris won easily with 9/9.   
Second seed Karl Zelesco 
disappointed and played 
like an 11 year-old!

M.Chew-Lee v D.Cannon

Black to Play
In the above position Black played the 
“automatic” 1...Bg7 and was duly punished 
by 2.e5! Bxg2 3.exf6 Bxf1 4.fxg7 Rg8 
5.Qxf1 and White pieces proved to be much 
better than the R in the middle-game.
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Michael Chan v James Morris

758 North Rd, Ormond   www.chessworld.com.au   Ph. 1300 424 377

Chess World
for all your chess requisites.



Victorian under 12 
Championships

These events were played over the 
July school holidays.

Karl Zelesco naturally dominated the 86 
player Under 12 field and scored a picket 
fence 7/7.  He was rated over 400 points 
higher than his nearest rival!

There was an interesting moment in the 
game between D.Yuan and I.Gawin 
when White managed to get his R 
trapped.  

D.Yuan and I.Gawin

White to Play

He was 
however up to 
the challenge 
and found 
1.Rxa6! bxa6 
then he headed 
to a1 with his 
King for a book 
draw as the B 
is the wrong 
colour to force 
White’s K out of 
the corner.

Knight Times                                                                                  September 2011

www.chesskids.com.au                                                                                                        Page 6

ANSWERS to Puzzles on previous page:
#1! 1.Rf8+! Bxf8 2.Qxe5+
#2! 1...Nxe5 2.Rxc7 Nxd3+
#3! 1...Qxh3+ Kg1 2.Qxg2#
#4! 1.Re7+ Kxe7 2.Bf6+ Nxf6 3.Rxh3

Karl Zelesco

Zhi Lin Guo



Where would you like to be at half-
past ten on a cold Saturday morning 
in Melbourne?   
If you are a young chess player who is 
planning to play in the 2012 Australian 
Junior Chess Championships the answer 
is “The Chess Kids  Centre” in 
Ormond.  There you are, surrounded by 
chess books, demo boards, computers, 
a large TV monitor with chess board on 
it, chess coaches and best of all, a 
dozen other fanatical junior chess 
players.

The Australian Junior Championships 
are once again being held in Victoria! 
Anyone with a rating of over 800 should 
be considering this event.

Chess Kids have started a Training 
Squad for kids going to the Aust. Junior 
every Saturday morning. The squad is 
now full, but for anyone wanting to work 
from home on the same training, lessons 

and homework you can access 
all our materials from the 
Chess Kids website.

When is the Australian 
Junior?
•U16 / U18 championships 
from 14 to 22 Jan (9 days)

•U12 / U14 championships 
from 18 to 22 Jan (5 days)

•U8 / U10 championships from 
14 to 16 Jan (3 days)

Your age is taken from January 1st, 2012 
(eg. if you are born in the year 2000 you 
will be in the Under 12′s). For more 
information and to register you will need 
to visit the website:

www.2012ausjuniorchamps.com
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The          Australian Junior Training Squad

William Maligin, brushing up on his tactics 
before his tilt at the Australian Under 12 title in 
January 2012.

http://www.2012ausjuniorchamps.com/
http://www.2012ausjuniorchamps.com/


You have probably heard the old 
chess saying that the player who 
wins the game is the player who 
makes the second last blunder.

I’ve just been giving a school chess team 
their final lesson before their Interschool 
Competition next week and I stressed 
that if they wanted to do well they had to 
play carefully, check their moves before 
they played them and ask themselves 
“what is my opponent going to reply?”  
As part of this process it is a good idea 
to have a very quick look at all checks 
and captures.

Have a look at the following position 
where White is trying to grind down his 
weaker opponent.  

What move should White Play?

I gave the class three candidate moves 
to choose from.

1.f6 to lock Black’s King in; 
1.fxg6+ to open up Black’s King or 
1.Kf4 to bring White’s King into the play.

The kids thought for a while.  A couple 
liked 1.f6.  Some liked 1.fxg6 but all the 
school chess team opted for 1.Kf4.  It’s 
the obvious move.   It’s the move I’d 
probably play.   It’s the move the 
grandmaster playing White played in the 
game.  It’s also the worst move on the 
board!

If the chess team had followed my 
advice and checked the move before 
they played it (paying particular attention 
to all checks and captures) they may 
have noticed that Black has a good reply.  
In fact a very good reply ... 1...Qb8 mate.

In my playing days I used to have a 
system such that I decided on my move; 
I wrote it on my scoresheet; I checked 
the move to make sure it wasn’t a 
blunder; I then ticked the move on the 
scoresheet as evidence that I done my 
check; and finally I played the move.

That system is probably illegal these 
days as they have banned writing your 
moves down before you play them, but I 
think you get the picture.  I didn’t make 
too many blunders, and Doug Hamilton 
once wrote an article about my style of 
play titled “Consistent Efficiency.”
Grandmaster Tony Miles had a similar 
system except that I used a pen to cover 
the move that I had written on my 
scoresheet.   He used his watch.
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  Avoid Blunders by Checking. With IM Robert Jamieson


