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The Garlow Report - July 27, 2020 

 
Understand the CULTURAL CONTEXT: 

The Relationship between Christianity 

and the Broader Culture by Dr. Jim Garlow 

8 Stages of Christianity in the New World / America 

 
 

 

 

1. 1607 – 1833: The Established Culture   

 

April 29, 1607 Staked Cross - Robert Hunt - Virginia Bay Colony 

162 years later – July 16,1769 – Junipero Serra, Staked Cross 

 

2. 1833 – 1918: The Predominate Culture 

 

State churches in 8 of 13 colonies 

Maryland / New York until American Revolution 

1786 – Virginia  

1817 – New Hampshire 

1818 – Connecticut  

1833 – Mississippi  

 

3. 1918 – 1968: The Subdominate Culture 
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a “Christian American,” a Christian nation 

Henry May – The End of American Innocence 

Robert Handy – A Christian America 

“Post-Christian” 

 

4. 1968 – 1988: The Sub-Culture  

   

• 1968 Most Turbulent Year since Civil War 

• Values were vying for ascendancy 

• Vietnam War protests,  

• Sexual Revolution 

• Assassinations of MLK, Jr. & Robert Kennedy  

• 1968–1972 – season of violence 

 

5. 1988 – 1998: The Counter Culture 

 

Bakker, Swaggart situations 

Targets on back of Bible believing Christians 

 

6. 1998 – 2008: The Anti-thetical Culture  

 

“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 

who put darkness for light, and light for darkness….” - Isiah 5:20 

 

“Because your sins are so many and your hostility so great, the prophet is considered a fool, 

the inspired man a maniac…”   Hosea 9:7                                          

 

Matthew Shepherd – Oct 7, 1998;  

Barnett Slepien –  Oct 23, 1998 

April 20, 1999 - Rachel Scott, Cassie Bernal,  

She Said Yes: The Unlikely Martyrdom of Cassie Bernal 

1542 – Juan de Padilla, 457 years earlier 

 

7. 2008 – 2020: Persecuted Church 

 

Proposition 8 in California   

 

Security in churches; Christians considered intolerant 

Bible condisered “hate speech” 

 

Bottom Line: Hostile environment! New for Christians. 

 

8. 2020 -     Civil War, rather an Uncivil War 

 

• COVID-19 

• George Floyd 

• BLM and Antifa 

• Democrat support for violence–Minneapolis, Seattle, Portland, NYC 

• Sun, July 17, Michelle Malkin 
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• July 4th wedding – San Francisco, St. Peter & Paul Ch. 

• Fri, May 28th, midnight, Supreme Court, defies 1st Amendment 

• Fri, July 24, late Fri, Supreme Court favors casinos over 1st Amendment for churches 

 

 

 

 

 

CAN AMERICA SURVIVE? 
 

NEGATIVES: 

 

1. America - not in biblical prophecy…so it goes away? 

 

2. America has spread the Gospel…and been a haven for Jews…so those two tasks seem largely 

fulfilled. Other countries (Asia, South America, Africa) have taken the “missionary mantle”…and 

the Jews have a safe homeland – Israel – to go to. Merely chanting “God is not done with America 

yet” does not save a nation. 

 

3. National sins: slavery, violation of covenants with Native Americans, Jim Crow, abortion, 

defilement of marriage. 

 

4. America missed the chance to address true racism; now “racism” is re-defined as “loving 

America” or if you are automatically a “racist” if you are white. 

5. Persecution increasing globally. Anti-Semitism on the rise. Christians – persecution increasing. 

80% of globe lives in areas of religious persecution; 80% of those who are persecuted are 

Christians 

 

6. 364k churches in America, only 100k are biblical, but only 10k-15k churches have a biblical 

worldview 

 

7. 90% of pastros believe the Bible speaks to cultural issues, yet 90% of pastors won’t speak what the 

Bible says about those issues. 

 

8. 62% of Americans afraid to say their political view. Those in the pew “don’t know what to say.” 

 

9. Young adults overwhelming support sodomy, homosexual “marriage”  

 

10.   “Social” justice if fundamentally Marxists, re-distribution. The contrast: Biblical Justice 

 

11.  America’s neo-pagans are more vile. Incivility. Thus Uncivil War 

 

12. American Christians are more vile. Swearing. It reveals the heart. 

 

13.  America’s pastors are more capitulating. The church is compromising on LGBTQ. Also BLM 

hashtaging – virtue signaling. 

 

14.  Evangelism has plummeted 
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15.  Dangerous assumptions: “America will survive.” We assume that “the way things are, are the 

ways it will always be.” That is not the case. We assume that “things will return to ‘normal.’” 

 

16.  I have been saying for 7 or 8 years (to my congregation), “I am preparing you for what is to 

come. I don’t know what that is yet, but I am preparing you for that.” Well “that” is now. Or at 

least we are in a “dress rehearsal.” 

 

17.  Changed environment from the past: The anti-nomianism (lawlessness) of the entire Democrat 

party (in contrast to the 1968-1972 years of turbulence) at the top (Biden, Pelosi, AOC) has 

shown that now ½ the nation hates “consent of the governed,” “the rule of law,” “private 

property,” (i.e., the Constitution) and any truth from God. The lawlessness of an entire major 

political party is unprecedented in America.  

 

18.  Even Chief Justice John Roberts in the Nevada ruling on Friday, July 24, 2020 has made known 

(for the second time) his disdain for the 1st Amendment. 

 

 

Inner thoughts:  

Six weeks ago, I said to a friend, “America has a 55% chance (in the natural) of surviving. 

A month ago, I said “50%.” 

3 weeks ago, I said “49%.” 

1 week ago, I said “35%.” (privately, I felt 30%, but could not bear saying it) 

This is admittedly “in the natural” – barring a supernatural, inexplicable intervention of God. 

 

 

POSITIVES 

 

1. There are 10k or 15k churches with a distinctly biblical world view. A remnant. We need critical 

mass. Remember, the majority is almost always wrong. 

 

2. Persecution: “Ministerials” at the US State Department on Religion Freedom. The United Nations 

in New York City, Sept 22, 2019, President Trump. Budapest, Hungary, Nov 2019, the 2nd 

International Conference on Christian Persecution. 

 

3.  Young Adults are pro-life! 

 

4.  New survey. Results? Protesting is campaign strategy. It is not so much a “race war.” Only 17% 

of protesters are black. 46% are white. 79% are Democrats. This is all about destroying President 

Trump and America.  

 

5.  Administration’s Urban plan – 8,766 Opportunity Zones for urban areas.  

 

6.  The prayer/intercession/travail movement.  Day of Repentance – “The Return” – Washington, 

DC, September 26, 2020. 

 

7.  Anecdotal, unscientific evidence. Discernment… from stories told to the dental hygienist. The 

Enemy overplaying his hand. 

 

8.  Laypersons identified 22 cultural, governmental, political topics. Teach us. 
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9.  Awareness of the seriousness of the moment. A well-known pastor becoming aware. Admittedly 

late, maybe too late. But people are waking up. 

 

10. Greater resolve.  Don’t back off of FB. Block people if you have to. FB is different than Twitter. Be 

kind, loving, but direct, factual and firm.  Pastors love people, but…they like to be loved. Pastors 

need to become prophets. Christians are sometimes too “nice,” too “nicey-nice.”  Presdent Reagan 

regarding the enemies: “we win; they lose.”  Not dealing with people.  This is a spiritual warfare. 

Dealing with the demonic realm. One man: “I am 74; Am tired.” Keep going! 

 

11.  Spiritual issue. My August 2016 Trump article. He will be hated for not being a “globalist,” which is 

the spirit of Anti-Christ. Ken Copeland shared with me, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 

spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  (Ephesians 6:12) Emphasized to me that we 

are dealing with the highest and last category: “spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places.” 

 

 

 

NUMBER OF ELECTED OFFICES in the U.S. 

Total number of elected offices: 

- President & Vice President 

- 435 US House Members + 100 Senators= 535 Congressional Representatives 

- 7,383 State Legislators 

- than 87,000 local and state governments constituting more than 511,000 offices. 

 

POLLS / ELECTION 
 

• Ignore “national” polls 

• Pay attention to likely voters  

• 261 polls – 2016; 245 said Hillary would win; 16 said Trump would win 

• Ralph Reed: Media swing state polls were off by 5-6 points in 2016.  

• There is “Fear Factor.” People afraid to say they are for Trump. Consider the votes on Marriage – 

off by 6%  

• In polling in 2008, we were tied in California on election day, yet we won 52.3 to 47.7, a 

difference of 4.6%. Remember 62% are afraid to tell political views 

• Intensity of Trump voters for Trump – 81; Intensity of Biden voters for Biden - 43 

• Ralph Reed: We should assume (at the present) that the top 6 states: AZ, FL, NC, PA, MI, and 

WI will all be decided by 1% or less. There are likely 15 or so “swing states,” but those listed 

above are the key six. 

 

• “Likely voters” is the most reliable, as opposed to sampling “registered voters.” One new poll 

shows President Trump leading in 10 vitally important battleground states. 

 

• The survey by the American Principles Project and SPRY Strategies polled Arizona, Georgia, 

Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Montana, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Texas and Wisconsin. 
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• On “hot-button” issues: Black Lives Matter is very popular, until voters learn what Black Lives 

Matter actually supports — then it becomes very unpopular.” 

 

• Rudy Guiliani – Said that BLM might not be a bone fide terrorist group, but is is a violent group. 

Another BLM leader declared on Fox News that if America “doesn’t give us what we want, then 

we will burn down this system.” We will “smash church stain glass windows.” 

 

• Black lives DO matter to God vs. the organization called BLM 

 

• Patrisse Cullors, BLM founder speaks for herself: “We are trained Marxists.” (Her words.)  

 

• Some claim that BLM has no set principles. However the actual Co-Founder of BLM Patrisse 

Cullors, “We actually do have an ideological frame…” (Her words.)  

 

• BLM has 13 Guiding Principles for BLM.  

 

• Number 5 is globalism;  

• 6 is “queer affirming:”  

• 7 is “trans affirming;”  

• 11 is “disrupting the Western prescribed nuclear family structure.”  

 

• BLM Toronto’s Founder “Whites are sub-humxn."  (She did not want to write the letters “m-a-n,” 

so it is “mxn.”) 

 

• “Peaceful” BLM protesters assault pastor and church attenders. 

 

• According to Caroline Glick: Over the Shavuot festival on May 30, members of Black Lives 

Matter, (BLM) carried out a pogrom in Fairfax, the oldest Jewish community in Los Angeles, 

largely populated today by ultra-Orthodox Jews. They vandalized five synagogues and three 

Jewish schools. Most of the Jewish businesses on Fairfax Avenue were looted. As Daniel 

Greenfield reported at Frontpage, Allyson Rowen Taylor, a co-founder of StandWithUs shared an 

account of the riots in which they chanted, “Fk the police and kill the Jews.”Aryeh Rosenfeld, 

whose store was looted, told the Jerusalem Post that when he came to defend his store there were 

people driving through the streets screaming, “effing Jews,” at the Jewish store owners. 

Greenfield revealed that the Jews were not incidental victims in a larger night of “anti-racist” 

rioting by BLM. BLM in Los Angeles is led by outspoken anti-Semites with intimate ties to the 

virulently anti-Semitic Nation of Islam. Over the past several years both the BLM-Los Angeles 

head Melina Abdullah and her daughter Thandiwe Abdullah who is the co-founder of the BLM 

Youth Vanguard have racked up long records of anti-Semitic rants and fawning praise for Nation 

of Islam leader Farrakhan. Farrakhan who has praised Hitler, recently called Jews “termites,” and 

obsessively rails against Judaism and Jews. 

 

• Patrisse Cullors, BLM founder made trips to Israel to meet with the haters of Israel and the Jews. 

 

 

More hot button issues according to the American Principles Project and SPRY Strategies: 

"Voters hate the idea of biological males competing against female athletes in women’s sports.  

They strongly oppose minors being subjected to sex changes or gender conversion therapy.  

They want to protect kids from online pornography, and they want Big Tech companies to allow free 

speech and free expression on their platforms.” 
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Here are the results of the American Principles Project and SPRY Strategies polling: 

• Arizona: Biden 49%, Trump 45% 

• Georgia: Trump 49%, Biden 46% 

• Iowa: Biden 48%, Trump 46% 

• Kentucky: Trump 60%. Biden 34% 

• Michigan: Trump 50%, Biden 45% 

• Montana: Trump 52%, Biden 42% 

• North Carolina: Trump 49%, Biden 46% 

• Pennsylvania: Trump 48%, Biden 47% 

• Texas: Trump 49%, Biden 45% 

• Wisconsin: Biden 46%, Trump 45% 

 

• Now, that said, according to the American Principles Project and SPRY Strategies, some 

Republican senators are in trouble. For example, Arizona is in danger of becoming a completely 

blue state in terms of its U.S. Senate representation. There, incumbent Sen. Martha McSally is 

trailing Democratic challenger Mark Kelly 48-41 percent. 

 

• And in Iowa, Democrat Theresa Greenfield is threatening to take incumbent GOP  Sen. Joni 

Earnst's seat (45-43 percent). 

 

• Also, incumbent GOP Sen. Thom Tillis of North Carolina is in a virtual tie with Democratic 

challenger Cal Cunningham, a veteran, (40-40 percent). 

 

• The Senate confirms (or not) federal judges, as a reminder, so it's vital that Republicans keep it. 

 

 

• Ralph Reed - every one of the key states will be decided by 1 or 2 percent, which is within the 

margin of error.  

 

• So it’s very hard to tell who is going to carry the key states when every single one of them is 

effectively tied and will be decided by tens of thousands of votes out of millions cast.  

 

• Rick Scott beat Bill Nelson in FL in 2018 by 10,000 votes out of 10 million. That’s .1%.   

 

• How can anyone poll a race like that? That could happen in one, two, or even three or four states 

in November.  

 

• Add in a record number of mail in ballots and we may not know the winner for days 

 

Bottom line: In the natural, without divine intervention, America cannot survive.  

But our confidence is not “in the natural,” but in the supernatural. 

 

Pray. 

 


