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Dr. Garlow's View of President Trump

Greetings my good friends,

Our President has declared today, May 7, 2020 to be National Day of Prayer.

Read the President's Proclamation Here

The purpose of this newsletter is for you to see the President’s Proclamation
regarding prayer. However, if you want to read my thoughts on President
Donald Trump, keep reading. If you don’t want to read that, you can stop here,
and I pray blessings on you on this great Day of Prayer.

We are so grateful for your marvelous prayer and financial support of Well
Versed. You make the difference. You keep us going… bringing biblical
principles of governance to government leaders.

Blessings,
Jim Garlow

P.S. I have written my observations of “the man behind the
proclamation.” If you desire to see them, continue reading...

DONALD TRUMP, THE MAN

I am often asked, “What is Donald Trump really like?” In fact, I was asked
that question again last night on a live-streamed interview. I always answer the
same way.

http://www.wellversedworld.org
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-national-day-prayer-2020/
https://vimeo.com/378025819
https://www.facebook.com/WellVersedWorld/


(In the interest of full disclosure: I was a member of what was then called the
“Trump Faith Advisory Board” in 2016, then after the election, I was one of
the numerous pastors on the “White House Faith Initiative” and currently
serve as a stakeholder for “Evangelicals for Trump.")

Faith Leaders with the President in the Oval Office

Under the exceptional leadership of Pastor Paula White and Johnnie Moore,
approximately thirty of us have had the privilege of being at the White House
several times, twice for dinners and at least twice in the Oval Office, in addition
to meeting in the EEOB (the Eisenhower Executive Office Building next to the
White House). I suppose I have met the President about six or maybe seven
times. Based on that, I want to describe what I have observed. You don't have
to agree with me. I am merely reporting what I have observed in my times
with the President.

President Donald Trump, Jim Garlow,
in White House

Picture of Jim Garlow in the White House,
spontaneously snapped by Jon Hamil

1. He is a man of his word. In all my years of following government and
political life (which I have done since age nine), I have never seen a nationally
elected official so committed to honoring his word. This indicates character.

2. He really wants to do what is right. That bears repeating, so I will re-state



it: He really wants to do what is right. He is sincere.

3. At the 2016 Republican Convention in Cleveland, Ohio, I heard Donald
Trump, Jr describe his father as a "blue-collar billionaire.” There you have it:
“blue-collar.” The President – contrary to his image of a New York City high-
roller – is, at heart, a man of the common person. The Trump children have
told stories of their father insisting on them being around the hard hat workers,
the guys who dig ditches and drive bulldozers. 

Pastor Paula White, head of the White House's Faith and Opportunity Initiative, speaking at the White
House Rose Garden for the National Day of Prayer today, May 7, 2020

Pastor Paula White has known him for 18 years and comments that “he won’t
begin a fight, but he will finish it.” In my opinion, Trump is a New York City
“street fighter,” not with fists, but with words. And he is a good fighter, one we
need in leadership right now. 

4. He listens to people. One time eighty-five pastors and Christian leaders
were at a State Dinner in the State Room, graciously arranged by First Lady
Melania (who is a highly intelligent, classy, and elegant woman). Five or so
people were selected to speak. They did. Then the President spoke. When he
finished, he said (in effect), “Well, there are many of you in the room who
did not speak, and you are preachers, so you are used to speaking, so I
am going to open the mic. What do you want to say to me?” And he sat
down, about ten feet in front of the podium. About forty of us shared, each one
observing a self-imposed time limit of a minute or so. (Now that’s a miracle!)
The President focused intently on each speaker. I have shared something with
him directly on a couple of occasions. He is a superb and intent listener.

5. He is a quick study. One of the things I have noticed about highly
successful people is that they tend to be able to size up a situation “globally” –
in full – then take the complex and make it simple. Critics accuse the President
of not reading. Well, for starters, some of the briefs he would be reading are
written by people whose briefs likely should not be read. The President is a
quick study, a good student of a situation. He assesses things quickly. He
has a “gut instinct,” and it is – in hindsight – remarkably accurate. I have
observed this on numerous occasions. 

6. He is flawed. We all are. I have never known of a person who does not
have flaws. Governor Mike Huckabee, who highly respects our President has
said (in effect) – in humor, tongue in cheek – in an interview, “Most people try
to be nice in public and are not always quite so nice in private. The
President is the opposite. He is always nice in private, but not always in



public.” (Reminder, this was said in humor.) I cannot defend every single
tweet. (But I sure defend his desire and need to tweet. See below.) To those
who single out the President’s flaws, I like to point out that every single leader
in history (in addition to all of us!) has flaws in some arena of one’s life. I am
flawed. So are you. And if we had a huge platform like the President, our flaws
would be magnified many times over.

7. He has thick skin. I have never seen a leader so viciously attacked as he is.
I do not know how he absorbs and withstands it. Most people would buckle
under the pressure. People question his use of tweets. Well, allow me to
contextualize it. The media, academia, and Hollywood indefensibly attack
him, along with some in sports, many in business, all the Democrats and
even, on occasion, some Republicans. If you had everyone slamming you,
you would look for a way to get your views out. You would tweet too. He must.
And I defend it. 

8. Vice President Mike Pence – in the President’s presence – announced to
about forty of us in the White House on one occasion that Donald Trump had
prayed to receive Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. I am not entirely
certain when this occurred, but I believe that then New York City businessman
Donald Trump was led to the Lord by Pastor Paula White, likely a decade or so
ago. What I find most offensive about the Never-Trumpers is that they bring up
what Donald Trump did over a dozen years ago as if there is no such thing as
forgiveness. Without forgiveness, all of us would be in trouble, you and me
included! What baffles me is that these same people defend Clinton (who was
“acting out” while in the Oval Office) yet attack Trump for spiritual failures more
than a dozen years before coming into the White House.

9. World leaders respect him. The left beats the drum, “We have become the
laughingstock of the world.” My wife and I have been privileged to meet with
Heads-of-State in nine nations, along with countless Members of Parliament in
Latin America and Europe. We have found widespread admiration for the
President of the US around the world. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower

Senator Frank Carlson with Jim Garlow in 1969 in
their hometown of Concordia, Kansas

10. He has kept an open door to Bible-believing believers, unlike any
modern president. I do not know the exact number, but I suspect as many as
1,500 – or perhaps 2,000 faith leaders – have been invited into the White
House. I was born under Truman’s presidency, the man who understood his
calling as a type of biblical “Cyrus” when he recognized the State of Israel. I
remember as a five-year-old standing on the streets of Abilene, Kansas (one



hour from the farm on which I grew up) when President Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower came to visit his boyhood home. I was in Abilene, Kansas again, a
city of 6,000 people, when 100,000 of us jammed in there in 1969 for
Eisenhower’s funeral. This President is the one who added “Under God” to the
Pledge of Allegiance, made “In God, We Trust” our national motto, and – with
Senator Frank Carlson (a farmer whose farm was four miles from ours, see
picture from 1969) – launched the National Prayer Breakfast, which continues
to this day. He was concerned that secularism was ruining America.
Eisenhower was followed by Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Regan,
Bush 41, Clinton, Bush 43, Obama, and now Trump. Reagan opened things up
to evangelicals, but his gatekeepers reduced it with time. Clinton invited a few
evangelicals in, but he was in an affair during some of that time, and he was
never (to our knowledge) confronted for his personal life, and anti-Scriptural
polices. Bush 43 was open to evangelicals, but some of his key gatekeepers –
who were privately hostile to people like us – slammed the door to much input
from Bible-believing faith leaders on his second term. Obama had around him
either radically left-wing, anti-Scriptural, anti-American clergy, or (pseudo?)
evangelicals who were compromised on abortion and the definition of
marriage. Trump is unique. He opens the door to Scripturally solid faith
leaders. It is stunning. 

Well, I hope you have enjoyed my observations from the times I have been
privileged to be with our President.

Once again, you mean so much to me/us. You are – in spite of the Coronavirus
– standing with us in our time of need. Thank you! Thank you!

Click HERE to Donate

Well Versed, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation.

Blessings on you,
Dr. Jim Garlow
CEO & Founder

Dr. Jim Garlow & Rosemary Schindler Garlow

http://www.wellversedworld.org/donate
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