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   he nearest town boasted a population of fifty. When Jim
   started school he “was the first grade.” He was raised in 
a godly home where his parents were “appliers of faith, 
consistent in their personal lives; noble, beautiful holy lives.” 
He learned early that “faith comes out in your hands.” 
        “I knew I was raised by godly parents, but didn’t realize 
how blessed I truly was…At age nine, I felt an anointing.”

Dr. Jim Garlow explains his early call to ministry. He identifies 
the roots of his faith as “the DNA of my upbringing.” 
        With the family farm only 20 miles from Miltonvale 
Wesleyan College (later Oklahoma Wesleyan University), he 
began preparation for full-time ministry by completing an 
Associates of Arts Degree. 
        Jim transferred to SNU as a senior and was immediately 
drawn into the community. It was the fall of ’68 when Prof. 
Richard Howard “took me under his wing,” Dr. Garlow 
remembers with gratitude. 

B Y  A N N A  D E R B Y S H I R E  ( ' 9 0 ) T         Even though Jim was an incoming senior he refused to 
remain an outsider. He made a goal to meet as many people and 
retain as many names as possible. He found he could memorize 
the names and faces of about six people at a time. So every 
meal he purposefully sat with a new group and put to memory 
eighteen new names and faces per day. By the end of the first 
semester he knew the entire student body! 
      The original plan was to attend SNU for his final year of 
college and move on, but he stayed on for a master’s, supervised 
by Dr. Forrest Ladd in Research Methodology. He remembers 
that as a changing point. “I was energized and altered a great 
deal. New academic horizons and vistas expanded with an 
enlargement of vision.”
      At the close of the year he was completing his master’s work 
and was asked to stay at Chapman Hall through the summer. His 
study was concentrated on two biblical terms: the Greek agape, 
and the Hebrew chesed. Both terms mean love. However, it was 
more than higher academia he experienced. Garlow describes his 
master’s theses as “not academic; it was spiritual.” It went beyond 
the study of language, “It was the love of God.”

JIM GARLOW & ROSEMARY GARLOW SPEAKING AT CONGRESS IN COSTA RICA
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      Dr. Garlow continued his educational 
pursuits and was eventually brought 
back to serve at Bethany First Church 
as Minister of Lay Development under 
Ponder Gilliland for four years. He, like 
so many of us, knows there is “something 
about Bethany and the university that 
really warms my heart.”  There is a very 
tender place and “intense warm spot in 
my heart” for the college and community. 
      In 1983, Pastor Garlow was once 
again drawn to the region where he 
founded and lead Metroplex Chapel in 
Fort Worth, TX as senior pastor for a 
hugely successful eight years of ministry 
until he was called to Skyline Wesleyan 
Church in San Diego, California. 
      His influence took a super charge 
as he led John Maxwell’s legacy church 
through a multi-million dollar, twenty-
three year building program. In the 
middle of his ministry to Skyline, Dr. 
Garlow was placed on the battlefront 
of the nation’s greatest moral test of the 
young 21st century. 
      Pastor Jim Garlow was seen as the 
face of Proposition 8, the California 
attempt to block the legalization of gay 
marriage, by the press. He is credited with 
the mobilization of thousands of pastors 
and churches in California and around 
the nation: “It was a massive campaign. 
For one-and-a-half years it took every 
ounce I had.” By November 2008, over 50 
million dollars was raised to support the 
campaign for marriage. 

      The entire nation was propelled 
to participate through donations and 
prayer. On Election Day, over 100,000 
people were working at various precincts 
and 33,000 were gathered in San 
Diego’s Qualcomm Stadium on the day 
of the election for a day of prayer. 
      The nation was stunned when 
Proposition 8 passed with 52.3% of 
California voters agreeing to a state 
constitutional change that would stand 
in defense of marriage between one 
man and one woman. The influence 
of biblical Christianity was tested and 
came through the flames of heated 
opposition with Dr. Jim Garlow 
blazing the way. 
      It was during Dr. Garlow’s fight 
for Proposition 8 that his wife, Carol 
Garlow, began her fight against ovarian 
cancer. She was known as a powerful 
woman of prayer, leading and training 
groups in the discipline. In 2005, Carol 
and Dr. Garlow co-authored God Still 
Heals: Answers to Your Questions about 
Divine Healing. In that same year she 
was named “Woman of the Year” at 
the California State Capital. After a 
six-and-half-year battle with cancer 

“I WAS ENERGIZED AND ALTERED 
A GREAT DEAL. NEW ACADEMIC 
HORIZONS AND VISTAS EXPANDED 
WITH AN ENLARGEMENT OF VISION.”

SPEAKING AT NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST IN UKRAINE

and 42 years of marriage, she passed away 
at age 62. 
      “Everybody you preach to has a 
broken heart,” Jim remembers Prof. 
Shelton telling all the “preacher boys” 
on the second floor of the religion 
department. It was later he learned that 
Professor Shelton had lost his wife to 
cancer and was speaking from his own 
broken heart. Years later those words were 
a source of comfort and truth. 
      Of those who say the loss of a spouse 
is equivalent to losing half of yourself, Dr. 
Garlow shared that “95% of me was gone. 
I was like an empty shell.” Through that 
tremendous loss Garlow says that God 
restored the “pieces of my life.” His most 
recent book, God Will See You Through 
This, is Dr. Garlow’s reality, not a trite 
saying. “The God who was lifted up at 
SNU will see you through.”
      After 49 ½ years of full-time pastoral 
ministry, the restoration of Dr. Garlow’s 
energies was shifted. Dr. Garlow admits 
he always had a passion for government, 
but he received validation during one 
college semester he spent with Loren 
Gresham, a young professor teaching 
his first year in the political science 
department. 
      In 2014, Garlow launched the website 
Well Versed, dedicated to “bringing biblical 
principles of governance...to government 
leaders, young adults & you!” Well Versed 
started with a weekly Bible study for 
members of Congress in Washington 
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GARLOW WITH THE WELL VERSED YOUNG ADULTS IN WASHINGTON 
D.C.

D.C. along with a separate study for young Congressional aids. 
This led to a once-a-month study at the State Department. 
In 2017, Well Versed began hosting weekly Bible studies at the 
United Nations in New York. Since that time members of the 
Well Versed team have been privileged to meet privately with 91 
of the 193 United Nations Ambassadors. “Well Versed goes into 
the U.N. to bring the message of the love of God, and hope 
for the nations,” Dr. Garlow explained concisely. 
      In 2018, doors opened for Well Versed to co-sponsor a 
Torah (Hebrew Scriptures) study with Jews and Christians, 
led by Rabbi Yeuda Glick, in the Knesset—the Israeli 
Parliament. 
      Dr. Garlow is especially amazed with the work the Lord is 
doing in Israel through Well Versed and also through Schindler’s 
Ark, the ministry of Rosemary Schindler Garlow, his wife 
since 2014. As a descendant of Oskar Schindler, Rosemary is 
an important voice and advocate who bridges support between 
Christians and Jews, and the United States and Israel. By way 

of explaining the success of the work in Jerusalem, Garlow says, 
“God is blessing us because we are blessing Israel,” referring to 
Genesis 12:3. 
      “I can hear Prof. Shelton’s voice, ‘The Word of God applies 
to life and civil government. He establishes nations.’” Garlow 
continues, “We see the value of the Word in the underpinnings of 
every government issue.” 
      Dr. Garlow describes his faith as “coming out of my hands,” as 
he goes to world leaders and shares biblical principles of governance. 
      When asked what are the goals he is pressing toward, he says, 
“to finish strong in humility and purity; to honor all the vows 
I have made to my family, God, and the church. I am trying to 
walk through the doors the Lord opens and be a steward of what 
strength I have left and walk faithfully before the Lord. I am eager 
to hear, ‘well done.’” 

To learn more about Well Versed, go to: www.wellversedworld.org

“I CAN HEAR PROF.
SHELTON’S VOICE,
‘THE WORD OF GOD
APPLIES TO LIFE AND
CIVIL GOVERNMENT.
HE ESTABLISHES 
NATIONS’.”

     Dr. Jim Garlow is the Founder and CEO of Well Versed, Inc. He is an author, 
communicator, commentator, historian, cultural observer, and has served most of his adult life 
as a pastor. Garlow is heard daily on over 800 radio outlets nationwide in his one-minute 
commentary called “The Garlow Perspective,” and has appeared on numerous national TV 
shows on NBC, ABC, CNN, Fox, MSNBC, CNBC and Comedy Central.
     Garlow has done over 1,300 radio, TV, and print interviews—national and local—
covering a wide range of topics: historical, theological, political, religious liberty, marriage 
and family issues, and cultural trends.
     He graduated from Drew University (Ph.D. in historical theology), Princeton Theological 
Seminary (Master of Theology), Asbury Theological Seminary (Master of Divinity), 
Southern Nazarene University (B.A. & M.A.), and Oklahoma Wesleyan University (A.A.).

SPEAKING AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
IN GENEVA, SWITZERLAND
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