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(l) Time periods not extendable. The 
time periods set forth in this section are 
not extendable. 

■ 7. Section 1.71 is amended by revising 
paragraph (g)(1) to read as follows: 

§ 1.71 Detailed description and 
specification of the invention. 

* * * * * 
(g)(1) The specification may disclose 

or be amended to disclose the names of 
the parties to a joint research agreement 
as defined in § 1.9(e). 
* * * * * 
■ 8. Section 1.76 is amended by revising 
paragraphs (b)(5) and (6) to read as 
follows: 

§ 1.76 Application data sheet. 

* * * * * 
(b) * * * 
(5) Domestic benefit information. This 

information includes the application 
number, the filing date, the status 
(including patent number if available), 
and relationship of each application for 
which a benefit is claimed under 35 
U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c). 
Providing this information in the 
application data sheet constitutes the 
specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 
119(e) or 120, and § 1.78. 

(6) Foreign priority information. This 
information includes the application 
number, country, and filing date of each 
foreign application for which priority is 
claimed. Providing this information in 
the application data sheet constitutes 
the claim for priority as required by 35 
U.S.C. 119(b) and § 1.55. 
* * * * * 
■ 9. Section 1.77 is amended by revising 
paragraph (b)(2), redesignating 
paragraphs (b)(6) through (12) as 
paragraphs (b)(7) through (13), and 
adding a new paragraph (b)(6) to read as 
follows: 

§ 1.77 Arrangement of application 
elements. 

* * * * * 
(b) * * * 
(2) Cross-reference to related 

applications. 
* * * * * 

(6) Statement regarding prior 
disclosures by the inventor or a joint 
inventor. 
* * * * * 
■ 10. Section 1.78 is revised to read as 
follows: 

§ 1.78 Claiming benefit of earlier filing date 
and cross-references to other applications. 

(a) Claims under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) for 
the benefit of a prior-filed provisional 
application. An applicant in a 
nonprovisional application, other than 

for a design patent, or an international 
application designating the United 
States of America may claim the benefit 
of one or more prior-filed provisional 
applications under the conditions set 
forth in 35 U.S.C. 119(e) and this 
section. 

(1) The nonprovisional application or 
international application designating 
the United States of America must be 
filed not later than twelve months after 
the date on which the provisional 
application was filed, or be entitled to 
claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 120, 
121, or 365(c) of an application that was 
filed not later than twelve months after 
the date on which the provisional 
application was filed. This twelve- 
month period is subject to 35 U.S.C. 
21(b) (and § 1.7(a)). 

(2) Each prior-filed provisional 
application must name the inventor or 
a joint inventor named in the later— 
filed application as the inventor or a 
joint inventor. In addition, each prior- 
filed provisional application must be 
entitled to a filing date as set forth in 
§ 1.53(c), and the basic filing fee set 
forth in § 1.16(d) must have been paid 
for such provisional application within 
the time period set forth in § 1.53(g). 

(3) Any nonprovisional application or 
international application designating 
the United States of America that claims 
the benefit of one or more prior-filed 
provisional applications must contain, 
or be amended to contain, a reference to 
each such prior-filed provisional 
application, identifying it by the 
provisional application number 
(consisting of series code and serial 
number). If the later-filed application is 
a nonprovisional application, the 
reference required by this paragraph 
must be included in an application data 
sheet (§ 1.76(b)(5)). 

(4) The reference required by 
paragraph (a)(3) of this section must be 
submitted during the pendency of the 
later-filed application. If the later-filed 
application is an application filed under 
35 U.S.C. 111(a), this reference must 
also be submitted within the later of 
four months from the actual filing date 
of the later-filed application or sixteen 
months from the filing date of the prior- 
filed provisional application. If the 
later-filed application is a 
nonprovisional application entering the 
national stage from an international 
application under 35 U.S.C. 371, this 
reference must also be submitted within 
the later of four months from the date 
on which the national stage commenced 
under 35 U.S.C. 371(b) or (f) in the later- 
filed international application or sixteen 
months from the filing date of the prior- 
filed provisional application. Except as 
provided in paragraph (b) of this 

section, failure to timely submit the 
reference is considered a waiver of any 
benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) of the 
prior-filed provisional application. 

(5) If the prior-filed provisional 
application was filed in a language other 
than English and both an English- 
language translation of the prior-filed 
provisional application and a statement 
that the translation is accurate were not 
previously filed in the prior-filed 
provisional application, the applicant 
will be notified and given a period of 
time within which to file, in the prior- 
filed provisional application, the 
translation and the statement. If the 
notice is mailed in a pending 
nonprovisional application, a timely 
reply to such a notice must include the 
filing in the nonprovisional application 
of either a confirmation that the 
translation and statement were filed in 
the provisional application, or an 
application data sheet eliminating the 
reference under paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section to the prior-filed provisional 
application, or the nonprovisional 
application will be abandoned. The 
translation and statement may be filed 
in the provisional application, even if 
the provisional application has become 
abandoned. 

(6) If a nonprovisional application 
filed on or after March 16, 2013, claims 
the benefit of the filing date of a 
provisional application filed prior to 
March 16, 2013, and also contains, or 
contained at any time, a claim to a 
claimed invention that has an effective 
filing date on or after March 16, 2013, 
the applicant must provide a statement 
to that effect within the later of four 
months from the actual filing date of the 
nonprovisional application, four months 
from the date of entry into the national 
stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
international application, sixteen 
months from the filing date of the prior- 
filed provisional application, or the date 
that a first claim to a claimed invention 
that has an effective filing date on or 
after March 16, 2013, is presented in the 
nonprovisional application. An 
applicant is not required to provide 
such a statement if the applicant 
reasonably believes on the basis of 
information already known to the 
individuals designated in § 1.56(c) that 
the nonprovisional application does not, 
and did not at any time, contain a claim 
to a claimed invention that has an 
effective filing date on or after March 
16, 2013. 

(b) Delayed claims under 35 U.S.C. 
119(e) for the benefit of a prior-filed 
provisional application. If the reference 
required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) and 
paragraph (a)(3) of this section is 
presented in a nonprovisional 
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