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Anna was born in Guatemala City in 
1980 and faced years of hardship and 
violence before making the courageous 
decision to flee in 2018. She’d been 
sexually abused and had given birth to 
her son, Angel, whom she considers a 
blessing from God sent to protect her. He 
was barely six months old when Anna 
strapped him to her chest and left Guate-
mala in a caravan. For 35-days, the pair 
walked, hitchhiked, and hopped trains on 
their journey to safety.
Finally, Anna and Angel crossed through 
Tijuana and into the United States, where 
they would spend the next 27 days in an 
Immigrations and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) detention center. Through ICE, 
Anna was connected with the Unitarian 
Universalist National Church, who took 
over finding Anna and Angel a sponsor. 
The church reached out to its constituents 
about sponsoring refugees and, luckily, 
some generous souls jumped at the op-
portunity to help. 
Judy and Charlie are a humble, faith-
filled couple living in Rhode Island, who 
crave making a difference in our world. 
The moment Judy read the church’s 

email, she and Charlie knew they had to 
bring Anna and Angel into their lives. 
And that’s just what they did.
From the second Anna and Angel walked 
into their new home, they were treated 
like family and made to feel more wel-
come than they ever had felt before. For 
nine months Judy and Charlie cared for 
and supported Anna and Angel as they 
prepared to seek a home of their own.   
The couple helped Anna, connecting 
her with Rabbi Alan Flam, who knows 
Reverend Michele, the administrator of 
McAuley Village. When the Rabbi told 
Rev. Michele about Anna, she imme-
diately dedicated herself to helping the 
young family.
Rev. Michele moved quickly to help Anna 
with her housing application and famil-
iarized her with the process. Soon, Anna 
was approved for the Village’s housing 
program, and in March 2019, she and 
Angel moved into their own apartment. 
At the Village, Anna was empowered 
through parenting and nutrition classes, 
finance and budgeting workshops, and 
job readiness programs. She enrolled in 

English as Second Language (ESL) classes 
and continues to improve with each day. 
The Village also connected Anna with 

an immigration advisor from a partner 
agency, Sojourner House, beginning her 
journey to become a United States citizen 
– a process that can take upward of 5 
years. 
But what truly began to transform Anna’s 
life was participating in the Village’s 
internship program. Already possessing 
experience in food service from Guate-
mala, Anna was offered a paid position 
at McAuley House and has excelled. At 
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A Message from the Executive Director 
Over the past few months, I’ve made 
it a point to find more time to read. 
There’s just something about a good 
book and a comfortable chair after a 
long day, especially when an author is 
speaking to your soul. 

One of the books I recently finished 
focused on the “small things” that are essential to human 
dignity. It’s a sentiment I’ve been thinking about a lot as 
it relates to how we treat those in need of social services, 
whether for food, clothing, shelter, or a listening ear. 

And that’s because our work exudes the compassion, 
kindness and mercy that not only makes a difference in 
the lives of the most vulnerable, but that also delivers 
hope. From our summer cookouts to the “small things” 
like the smiles of our volunteers, birthday wishes, and free 
selections from the ice cream truck, the entire McAuley 
Ministries family is always present and available to those 
who are burdened.

It is thanks to your support that we are able to serve 
nutritious meals to our neighbors who otherwise may go 
hungry. It is because you care that we can help families 
remain in their homes by providing rental assistance 
when times are tough. And it is through your compas-
sionate generosity that we work tirelessly on behalf of the 
homeless and the many families with children who need 
a safe place to rest their heads. Because of you, McAuley 
can be a respite.

Although we pray the worst of the pandemic is behind us, 
each day we are reminded that those we serve will suffer 
the economic consequences of the past 18 months for a 
long time to come. Food insecurity, insufficient housing, 
and unstable employment – often issues rooted in sys-
temic racism – only serve to exacerbate the struggles of 
our neighbors. 

But as you read the stories of Anna, Sandra, and Yiemy 
in the pages that follow, I hope you feel a sense of peace 
in having been there for someone who simply needed a 
helping hand. We may sometimes see the compassion and 
hospitality present in our work as “small things,” but I can 
assure you they make a big, big difference.

Thank you for your continued support of McAuley Min-
istries and our community. It takes all of us to sustain this 
life-changing work, and I could not be more grateful to 
have you by our side.

With gratitude,

More than a Thrift Store, The Warde-
robe Helps Nourish the Soul 
Her name is Sandra, and she’s an undocumented immigrant 
who has been living in the United States for 10 years.
Working odd jobs with unpredictable and scattered hours, 
Sandra does her best to provide for her three young children; 
Davlyn (8), Elvis (7), and Zuleimy (4). To make matters more 
challenging, Sandra is struggling through legal proceedings in 
the hopes she will not be deported. It’s a daunting task consider-
ing her financial limitations and limited knowledge of the Eng-
lish language. And while her three children were born in this 
country, their futures are uncertain as well. Davlyn has severe 
anxiety and learning disabilities that make it difficult for him to 
attend school. Sandra works hard to home-school Davlyn, but 
it is not easy. Often, she relies on replicating the homework her 
other children bring home from school.
But there is a beacon of hope for Sandra and her family, and it 
can be found at 1286 Broad Street in Central Falls. For when 
Sandra comes to The Warde-robe, she finds both physical and 
spiritual help and support.
The Warde-robe’s 
voucher program, 
which is supported 
by the Sisters of 
Mercy Northeast 
Ministry Fund, 
assists Sandra in 
providing clothes 
for her family and 
modest household 
items. And it was 
after a number of 
visits that Sandra 
chose to open 
up to our small 
staff. At times 
they became both 
her therapist and 
spiritual director, 
listening and caring each step of the way. Many tears were shed 
on the sales floor as Sandra shared her heart.
Andres Montoya, administrator of The Warde-robe, says it best, 
“For nearly a quarter of a century, The Warde-robe has been in 
the business of Mercy. This place is much more than a simple 
thrift shop in the middle of a poor community. We are a center 
for healing souls, comforting the afflicted and offering a shoul-
der to lean on. While the love we give comes free of charge, fi-
nancial contributions and donations of clothing and home items 
are essential to allowing us to carry out a real ministry. Thank 
you to all who give so generously and continue to support us. 
God bless you all.”

http://McAuleyRI.org
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New Program Gives New Meaning to, “It Takes a Village”
It’s been 30 years since the Sisters of 
Mercy of the Northeast Community built 
upon the legacy of Catherine McAuley 
by providing a safe haven and the tools 
mothers and their children needed to 
break free of poverty with the opening 
of McAuley Village. In the years since, 
the Village has distinguished itself as a 
leader in housing stabilization by mov-
ing hundreds of families into permanent 
housing. 
But today’s world has changed greatly.
With the cost of housing soaring and a 
lack of jobs that pay a livable wage, it’s 
becoming increasingly difficult for many 
families to maintain permanent hous-
ing. To combat this trend and help stem 
the tide of rising homelessness, agencies 
are offering new services to families with 
positive results.
Driven by the Sisters of Mercy’s com-
mitment to keeping women safe and 
housed – and with Catherine’s mission in 
our hearts – McAuley Village launched 

Village Without Walls this past spring. 
The program takes the unique person-
centered care of the Village out into the 
community and into the homes of at-risk 
families. As of this writing, there are 12 
former Village families participating, like 
Marie’s. 
Marie graduated from the Village and 
moved out a few years ago. While there, 
she became a dental assistant and secured 
a full-time job. But when COVID-19 hit, 
her hours were cut back and, as a result, 
she lost access to child care. Without 
any family, Marie and her children are 
alone. So when Village staff invited her to 
participate in VWOW, she immediately 
said yes.

“It can be tough out there on 
your own,” says Marie. “The 
Village helped me get this far, 
and I know together we can 
get me back on track.”

Families participating in VWOW benefit 
from a goal-driven, individualized plan 
for success that’s tailored to independent 
living and offers access to Village staff 
24/7. The program also allows for house 
calls, which truly make a difference.
Shinekqua left the Village in May for her 
new apartment. But when her new beds 
arrived, she realized she had no tools to 
put them together. “I didn’t know what 
to do,” she recalls, “but after one call to 
the Village, a team showed up and my 
children’s rooms were up and running in 
no time.”
Overwhelmed by camp choices and the 
stark reality of limited funds, moms have 
turned to VWOW for guidance with ap-
plications and program registration, help-
ing children have safe, fun activities this 
summer. Kids in need of summer cloth-
ing were outfitted, and moms tutored. All 
thanks to this new initiative.
Times may be changing, but one thing re-
mains constant: Mercy… and now Mercy 
without walls.

Hazel and her friend. Xavier in his man cave.
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In the Footsteps of Catherine McAuley 
In the early 1800s, Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, saw the 
plight of women and children caught in poverty. Believing education was the key to 
breaking free and becoming self-sufficient, she devoted her life to teaching the most 
vulnerable. Today, her legacy continues in the person of Karen Agin.
Karen, who holds a degree in early childhood education, was drawn to McAuley 
Village for its powerful mission. She became a teacher in our childcare center and 
immediately advocated for more parent involvement in the education of their young 
children, leading to greater integration of school and Village activities. It was in our 
classroom where she became an expert in Head Start, childhood nutrition, and the 
resources available for early intervention. 
When the Village team expanded to include increased housing stabilization services, 
Karen was the natural choice to become the new Educational Coordinator. She now 
works closely with the schools of children on IEPs; helps mothers register for GED 
and college courses, and monitors the progress of all children and mothers alike, and 
coordinates tutoring if needed. And as if that weren’t enough, Karen also offers special 
programs, such as healthy eating, parenting, and reading nights to name just a few.

Indeed, Catherine would approve.

“Being a part of the Village is life-changing,” Karen says.  

“Seeing our moms work hard and grow stronger is incredibly 

inspirational. Watching families move on and no longer need  

us is the best feeling in the world.”

Karen and Rosa.

“Resolve to do good 
today and better  
tomorrow.”

Day after day we are hit with facts 
and figures that show an alarming 
number of our neighbors are strug-
gling to meet their basic needs. Our 
hearts ache with a desire to help, but 
how can we make a difference when 
the need is so great?
Catherine’s quote holds the key: we 
can create change by deciding to do 
a little bit of good today, and even 
more tomorrow. The good might be 
as simple as offering a kind word to a 
stranger or skipping coffee and using 
the money to make a donation … for 
each of these small steps of mercy 
chips away at the mountain of need. 
And before we know it, our resolve 
becomes a daily habit. Through our 
good acts we will not only impact the 
lives of the most vulnerable, but we 
will also change the world.

A statue of Catherine McAuley at the  
entrance to St. Mary Academy | Bay View.

http://McAuleyRI.org
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McAuley House, she’s been a blessing to 
guests with her bright greetings as she 
hands out breakfast and lunch each day. 
Spanish-speaking guests love speaking 
with her in their native language, while 
the House’s English-speaking guests en-
joy helping her practice English.
Recently, Anna learned she’d receive a 
housing voucher from the Pawtucket 
Housing Authority. Although a challenge 
lies ahead to find an affordable apart-
ment, Anna is excited and optimistic. 
Affordable apartments whose landlords 
accept housing vouchers are hard to find, 
and there’s intense competition for every 
available unit, but the Village’s housing 
advocate is working hard with all resi-
dents and partner landlords to get great 
placements. 

Anna is 
grateful for 
McAuley 
Ministries 
and all we’ve 
been able 
to do and 
the impact 
we continue 
to have on 
her family’s 

lives. After she leaves the Village, Anna 
will become part of the Village Without 
Walls program, which provides support 
services to Village graduate families. 
Rev. Michele and her staff oversee the 
counseling, education, employment, and 
health and safety needs of every family 
through steady contact, home visits, and 
support from partner agencies. 
Life has changed dramatically for Anna 
and Angel these past three years, thanks 
to the sense of community and stability 
that McAuley Ministries offers.
“I love the Village and I am so thankful 
for all they’ve done for me and Angel,” 
she says. “My job at McAuley House 
is amazing. I am helping others and 
able to give back some of the love that 
I’ve gotten.”

And that ability to receive and give love is 
a dream come true in her book.

Continued from page one

In the face of a late summer heat wave, 
the end of August at McAuley House 
was among the busiest times of the year. 
During that final full week of the month, 
some 1,115 meals were served, including 
some special treats for our guests that 
brought relief from the high tempera-
tures. 
Thanks to our new and improved out-
door space, we have a safe and wonderful 
community meeting area to use in the ab-
sence of our dining room, which remains 
closed due to the pandemic.
On Wednesday the 25th, we received one 
of the many summer deliveries of fresh 
produce from our friends at the James-
town Community Farm, an incredible 
nonprofit in its own right that’s dedicated 
to growing and sharing nutritious foods 
with those less fortunate. There were gor-
geous cucumbers, tomatoes, and squash 
we were able to give out.
The very next day, the McAuley House 
backyard was again alive with activity 
as we hosted our annual Back to School 
Backpack giveaway! Along with school 
supplies for the children, guests enjoyed 
a barbecue and were invited to receive 
their COVID-19 vaccination from 
representatives of the R.I. Department 
of Health. The 17 people who were vac-
cinated were grateful for both their shot 
and to get a $25 gift card to one of Stop & 
Shop, Walmart, or CVS. We are planning 
another vaccination clinic in the fall.

It was through the generosity of the pa-
rishioners at St. Jude Catholic Church in 
Lincoln that we were able to give back-
packs to 75 children heading back to the 
classroom.
And on that Friday, guests were delighted 
to cool off with Del’s Lemonade served 
with smiles by members of the Rehoboth 
Congregational Church – a great ending 
to a fabulous week!
Events like these – which make a tre-
mendous difference in the lives of our 
guests – would not be possible without 
the generosity of our donors, community 
partners, and the hard work of staff and 
volunteers. Thank you all for every gift, 
prayer, and thoughtful intention for those 
we serve!

Dog Days of Summer at McAuley House
Sisters show off their new backpacks. Neighborhood children enjoy a cool Del’s.

The Rehoboth Congregational Church treated 
our guest to Del’s in August.
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Nourishing our Neighbors in Need
For nearly 5 decades, it is thanks to an incredibly generous donor community that 
McAuley House has been able to provide for the needs of families who struggle to 
get by. Every donation supporting food, clothing, housing, medical or transportation 
needs immediately helps the most vulnerable among us.
And that is particularly true with our new, twice-weekly Food Pantry at McAuley 
House in association with the Rhode Island Community Food Bank. In less than a 
year, the pantry has touched the lives of more than 250 families.
Yiemy Falls and her two children are one of those families. Over the past 10-plus 
years, Yiemy has been coming to McAuley House to help feed her young ones. 
During the summers, she’ll often come for both breakfast and lunch – meals her 
kids receive at school during the academic year that are not available over vacation. 
Yiemy is also a member of our Food Pantry, which helps her stretch her food budget. 
Although she works, it is difficult for Yiemy to make ends meet.
“This place is a blessing,” she says. “If it weren’t for the help, I don’t know what 
I would do. No one judges you; there is always good food and everyone treats 
you with dignity and respect, which is so important. Thank you for all you do 
for my family.”

Because of people like you, our guests have one less thing to worry about by knowing 
they can turn to McAuley House when times are tough. Together in community, 
we’re helping those who are challenged to provide for their families. 

Yiemy is a frequent guest to our  
food pantry.

Larry and MaryEllen prepare meals.Beautiful, locally-grown produce is delivered to McAuley House.

Hank, a weekly volunteer, helps guests select vegetables.

http://McAuleyRI.org
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Forever Grateful for  
our Volunteers 
McAuley House has always been blessed to have hundreds of 
volunteers who each year give of their time to create a vibrant 
community steeped in hospitality, compassion, and dignity. Our 
volunteers are our foundation, which made it that much harder 
to be without their help because of COVID-19 restrictions. We 
missed them all dearly.
Fortunately, with each passing week, we’re seeing more and more 
volunteers return to McAuley House to work in our Food Pan-
try, pack and distribute to-go meal bags, and help to create fun 
during our monthly cookouts. We’re delighted to see the volun-
teers of Terrific Tuesday and Thoughtful Thursday return!
In June, a youth ministry group from The Congregational 
Church in Glastonbury, CT, spent three days of service with us at 
McAuley House. They helped distribute clothing, tidied up our 
office space, prepared breakfast, lunch, and food pantry boxes. 
Here they are pictured lending a hand during a cookout that 
served lunch for 210 guests.
We look forward to reopening our doors and returning to full-
service when it is safe to do so. Thank you to all of our volun-
teers – we can’t wait to see you.

Volunteers from Glostenbury’s youth team serving guests at our 
summer cookout.

(L to R) Janice, Sandy, and Patty volunteering at McAuley House for
Terrific Tuesday.

(L to R back row) Maria and Robyn, (L to R front row) 
Liz, Doreen, and Lynn on Thoughtful Thursday.

Guests enjoy our welcoming backyard.
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WAYS TO GIVE 
Donate on our website 

Select McAuley Ministries when 
shopping on smile.amazon.com 
for a portion of your purchases 

to be donated to us 

Volunteer your time at any  
of our ministries 

Donate non-perishable  
food items to our pantry 

Donate clothing and small 
household items to  

The Warde-robe 

Your kindness changes lives.    
Support McAuley Ministries today.

A family grateful for the help they needed 
to rent their new apartment. 

Serving the Most Vulnerable in our Community with Hospitality, Compassion, and Dignity
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