
Freedom from Hunger: There’s Still Time to Help us Feed 

Hungry Children at McAuley House this Summer 

The start of the school year is just weeks away, yet we continue to see a large 

number of children coming to McAuley House with their families in need of a 

hot, nutritious meal. Because of this, we’ve extended our Freedom from 

Hunger Appeal: Feeding Hungry Children at McAuley House to ensure 

that we have the resources we need to feed the youngest among us. 
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$100 will provide breakfast and lunch to 33 children! 

All gifts we receive through the end of August will help us feed hungry children. 

To support our Freedom from Hunger Appeal, visit www.McAuleyRI.org to 

make a secure online donation, or send a check by mail using the enclosed enve-

lope. Thank you for your compassionate generosity! 

We are excited to share this very special edition of McAuley Miracles with you. As you read about the 

many great things happening across our ministries, we extend our thanks to Jim Hummel for his 

“R.I. Spotlight” coverage of our work, and to The Providence Journal for their permission to reprint 

the article found inside. We also wish to thank Providence College and Steven J. Maurano for gra-

ciously printing the “R.I. Spotlight” insert so we could include it in our newsletter. 

Providence Journal R.I. Spotlight: 

Many Helping Hands 

McAuley Ministries Announces 

New Executive Director 



A Message from the Chair of the Board of Trustees: 

Announcing the New Executive Director 
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McAuley Ministries is Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy — Northeast Community  

As many of you know, Executive Director, Don 

Wolfe will be retiring from his role effective Au-

gust 3, 2018. We thank Don for his incredible 

service to the ministry and we wish him all the 

best in his retirement. 

The Board of Trustees are pleased to announce 

the selection of Barbara Haynes as the new Ex-

ecutive Director of McAuley Ministries. 

Barbara spent more than 30-years in sales and 

management positions in top-ranked media out-

lets in Rhode Island. Her most recent position 

was as VP/Market Manager for Cumulus Media, 

where she managed all aspects of operations for 

radio stations 630 WPRO AM, 92 PRO-FM, LITE 

105, WWKX, and WPRV.  

Well known in the community for her volunteer 

commitments, Barbara joined the Board of Trus-

tees at St. Mary Academy — Bay View in 2013, 

which led to her appointment as Interim Presi-

dent of the school in 2017. In that role, she over-

saw the management of the school while leading 

Wishing Chef Stanley 

the Best in Retirement! 

After nearly 14-years in the 

kitchen, and having prepared 

thousands of delicious and nu-

tritious meals for our guests, 

Chef Stanley retired this past 

May. Thank you, Chef, for all 

you have done! God Bless you 

for your hard work and dedi-

cation. We wish you all the 

best in your retirement! 

 
Meet MaryEllen Leonhardt, Our New McAuley House Chef! 

We are pleased to introduce you to MaryEllen 

Leonhardt, who joined our team on June 4th as 

the new McAuley House Chef! MaryEllen comes 

to us with a deep passion for helping others, 

particularly children. 

Born and raised in Warwick, Chef MaryEllen 

spent time in Maine, working for the Head 

Start program and focused on nutrition educa-

tion with kids. After moving back to Rhode Is-

land, MaryEllen trained to become a chef in the 

Rhode Island Community Food Bank’s Commu-

nity Kitchen Program, and would often fill-in 

for Chef Stanley at McAuley House during his vacations. When Chef 

Stanley announced his retirement, MaryEllen was delighted at the oppor-

tunity to join the McAuley House Staff. 

“McAuley House is very special to me and has always been the place where I 

want to be. This is more than a job — it has meaning and purpose.” 

a successful search for the 

next President. 

Barbara has been actively 

involved in fundraising, and 

in programs that benefit 

military members and vet-

erans, and Hasbro Chil-

dren’s Hospital. She has 

served as a mentor to Year 

Up participants, as a mem-

ber on the Board of City 

Year, and held leadership 

positions with the RI Broadcasters Association. 

A graduate of the University of Rhode Island, Bar-

bara is a resident of Riverside. 

We wish Barbara the best in her new role, and look 

forward to her building relationships with our sup-

porters.  
 

                                Shannon O’Brien                
  Chair, McAuley Ministries Board of Trustees 

Barbara Haynes 



 

United Health Teams with the Newport Gulls to Honor McAuley Village 
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On July 2nd, the residents of McAuley Village ex-

citedly boarded a chartered bus. For many, it was 

their first time in a luxury, air-conditioned bus 

and the “oohs” and “ahs” could be heard through-

out South Providence. 

With a picturesque blue sky and a gentle breeze, it 

was the perfect summer night to travel over the 

Jamestown and Newport bridges, as moms 

snapped photos of the scenery and children 

counted the sailboats. All were magically trans-

ported to Cardines Field in Newport...where 

McAuley Village were the honored guests. 

In between innings, children were welcomed onto 

the field and played a variety of games. Santa made a special early appear-

ance, and our own Rev. Michele blessed Gully Jr. and was given the commu-

nity member award.  

While several younger ones fell asleep on the way home, the “ABCs” and other 

favorites filled the bus. Thank you, United Health, for making this night possi-

ble, and thanks to the Gulls for “taking us out to the ballgame.”  

The Warde-robe’s Successful eBay Store 

Generates Support for its Work, McAuley House and McAuley Village 

We are always looking for donations of hidden treasures to raise funds — can you help?  

For those who walk through the doors of The Warde-robe in Central Falls, they find a bright, cheerful, 

and well-organized store that we often call our “A little bit of everything” retail Ministry. Since 1996, The 

Warde-robe has been committed to helping individuals and families who struggle to make ends meet, by 

offering gently-used clothing and household items at inexpensive prices. The items we offer are gener-

ously donated by our compassionate donor community. 

Over the years, and thanks to our friends and supporters, we have steadily grown our 

offerings to better meet the needs of our patrons. One of the ways we’ve done this is 

through establishing what has become a very successful online auction, operating un-

der the seller’s name warderobe2010 on eBay.com. Through our online auction — 

where we are able to maximize the return on unique, in-demand items that can be of 

significant value — 100 percent of the sale proceeds go directly to support the work of 

The Warde-robe, along with helping McAuley House and McAuley Village. 

We are proud to say that we have achieved the status of being a top-ranked seller with 

positive feedback from customers across the country. To keep our eBay store stocked, 

we are always looking for donations of “hidden treasures” 

often found when folks are downsizing, or going through 

household items they no longer use.  

If you would like to make a donation of sought-after items in support of our 

online auction, especially men’s and women’s colognes, watches, designer 

accessories and handbags, vintage costume jewelry, brand name ties like 

Brooks Brothers or Vineyard Vines, and more, please contact The Warde-

robe’s Administrator, Andrés Montoya, at (401) 729-0405. 

Thank you, 

United Health! 
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It Has Been a Privilege to Serve as Executive Director of McAuley Ministries  

During my tenure as Executive Director of McAuley Ministries, I have of-

ten reflected upon the words written by a Sister of Mercy that so eloquently 

describe the vision of Catherine McAuley. They are simple, yet powerful. 

To connect the rich to the poor 

The healthy to the sick 

The educated and skilled to the uninstructed 

The influential to those of no consequence 

The powerful to the weak 

To do the work of God on earth. 

At McAuley Ministries, staff and volunteers strive to follow this vision while serving those in 

need with Hospitality, Compassion and Dignity. 

The opportunity to be of service to this great ministry and help to carry out Catherine’s vision has 

been both a privilege and a life-enriching experience. I will forever be grateful. 

As McAuley Ministries moves forward, please keep Catherine’s vision in mind, and continue to 

help the hungry, the homeless, and the most vulnerable we serve. 

Tender Courage 

M. Joanna Regan, RSM 

Thank you, 


