
miles south of Haines,  is seen by more 
than a million passengers annually.  
Built in 1905, it is the oldest lighthouse 
in Alaska and the only remaining exam-
ple of the octagonal frame structures 
from the period .  

 
Leonhard 
Seppala 
House  
Nome 

This is the 
house that 
Leonhard 
Seppala lived 

in while he was in Nome Alaska during 
the 1925 Diptheria Epidemic that 
threated the population of Nome.  It 
was also the house that Leonhard lived 
in while he owned Balto, Togo and Fritz; 
the dogs that ran the famed Serum Race 
to Nome. The building itself is fully in-
tact but in need of total repair.   

 

4th Avenue 
Theatre   

Anchorage 
A prominent 
Deco style land-
mark located in 
the heart of 
downtown Anchorage,  this theater was 
completed in 1947. It is significant for its 
association with Austin “Cap” Lathrop 
and as the best example of Art Deco style 
in Alaska. 

 Jesse Lee 
Home 

Seward  

Founded in 
1923, this 

2020 

TEN MOST  

ENDANGERED  

HISTORIC  

PROPERTIES  

Ten Most Endangered Historic Properties since 1991 

property was home for displaced children 
throughout Alaska, including many affect-
ed by tuberculosis.  When opened, Rever-
end Dunlap proclaimed that all would be 
treated equality at the facility, regardless 
of race, a first for the nation.  In 1927, a 13
-year-old resident, Benny Benson, de-
signed the Alaska state flag. 
 
Full Descriptions  and photographs' of 
each property can be found online at: 

www.AlaskaPreservation.org  
 

 

The TEN MOST ENDANGERED  
HISTORIC PROPERTIES GRANT 
PROGRAM  BEGAN IN 1991 The Ten 
program funds hands-on preservation ef-
forts on endangered properties and serves 
as seed money to leverage funding from 
other sources. To donate to the Grant Pro-
gram, or request additional information 
please contact us at 907.929.9870, 
AKPreservation@gmail.com, or visit our 
website at www.AlaskaPreservation.org 

501(c)(3) Tax ID:   92-0085097   

ABOUT AAHP  The Alaska Association 
for Historic Preservation (AAHP) was 
founded in 1981 as a private, nonprofit 
corporation. AAHP is dedicated to the 
preservation of Alaska’s prehistoric and 
historic heritage as manifested in its build-
ings and sites.  AAHP publishes a quarter-
ly newsletter; holds workshops; assists 
historic preservation projects across Alas-
ka; monitors and supports legislation to 
promote historic preservation; and serves 
as liaison between local, statewide, and 
national historic preservation groups.   

Alaska Association  
for Historic Preservation 

PO Box 102205  
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-2205  



structural repair was completed in 2011. 
Extensive repairs are needed.   

Amakdedori  

Qiyhi Qelahi  

Northern Alaska 
Peninsula    

The Pebble Mine is 
a proposed project to extract copper-gold 
molybdenum porphyry ore (Pebble De-
posit) from an open pit mine about 56 
miles northwest of the mouth of Amak-
dedori Creek.  The mine project will heavi-
ly impact both sites. 

Bonfoey Family Homestead Cabin  
North Pole  

The Bonfoey Family Homestead, built in 
1958, is one of the the earliest homesteads 
established in North Pole. Both the log 
cabin home and log garage with workshop 
are intact but in need of major repairs and 
upgrades.  

Eldred Rock Lighthouse  
Lynn Canal  

This iconic lighthouse, located about 17 

Service and the Alaska Mental Health 
Land Trust which requires the entire fa-
cility to be removed. 

US Commissioner’s Cabin 
McCarthy 

The cabin is circa 1908 (verification of 
exact date is pending). It was constructed 
before most of the other buildings in 
town. It is the last of its kind in McCarthy, 
Alaska.  The McCarthy Creek floodplain 
has changed over time and threatens the 
U.S. Commissioner’s Cabin Immediate 
threats to this property include cata-
strophic structural damage caused by 
flooding  

SS Nenana Sternwheeler Riverboat 
Fairbanks  

Built in 1932 in service to the Alaska Rail-
road, the boat was in operation until 
1954.  She once burned a cord of wood an 
hour, with storage space for 230 cords of 
wood. The boat rests in Pioneer Park in a 
state of massive wood decay.   The last 

Ascension Church of Our Lord 
Karluk  

The church is located on the far side of 
Kodiak Island and is the oldest existing 
Russian Orthodox church in Alaska. It is 
also one of the most professionally de-
signed. Built in 1888, the church is in 
danger of sliding off into the Karluk Riv-
er due to erosion. It is also in dire need 
of restoration. 

Wolf Creek Boatworks 
Prince of Wales Island  

Originally called Twelve Mile Arm Boat 
Shop, this beautiful landmark started 
out in 1939, building boats out of local 
SE Alaska timber. For years, Isreal Ste-
vens built and sold skiffs using the same 
belt driven tools that still operate inside 
the boat house today. The facility is in 
danger of being lost forever due to a 
land   transfer   between   the   US Forest  


