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The Bear Facts
Welcome to the official newsletter of the Ballard High School Alumni Association. Our mission is

to keep graduates and friends up-to-date on both school and alumni news.

Visit our Website

April 2021 Stadium Update
Construction on the New Stadium Entrance
Plaza Area is Underway!

After planning and funding obstacles delayed our
ambitious project of improving our entrance and
buildings in our Ballard Stadium and our baseball
facility, construction is now well underway.
Improvements will include 16’ columns to include
mounted, casted bronze donor plaques, a circular
donor brick walk (displaying bricks donated from
alumni, students and friends), a seat wall, 8’ black
aluminum fencing and enhanced lighting for the
plaza and restroom areas. Brick water-table detail

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=5Un_0doITt4&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=5Un_0doITt4&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=5Un_0doITt4&c=5&r=1
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1134418648259&p=oi
http://www.ballardalumni.com/
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will be featured on the front of the ticket office and
concession stand buildings. New concrete
throughout!

All of our buildings will be painted to provide a
consistent look among our stadium and baseball
facilities. This will give the appearance of a well-
planned campus for all of our football, soccer,
lacrosse, marching band and baseball activities.
Additionally, our Bronze Sponsor Donor Wall is
being built in the plaza area near the concession
building.

Work is anticipated to be completed by the end of
May in time for graduation to be conducted in the
stadium.

None of the could have been made possible
without the GENEROUS DONATIONS made by
YOU!

The initial order has been placed but it is not
too late to become a Bronze Sponsor or to
donate a brick. 

To purchase a brick, go to
http://www.thatsmybrick.com/ballardalumni.

To make a donation, go to https://chip-
in.us/ballard.

Teacher Feature: Kim Barber, Ballard Teacher 1993-2017

We caught up recently with Kim Barber, former
teacher of General Business, Typing, Accounting,
Computer Applications, Bank and Yearbook for a
quick chat. Here's what she had to say:

Were there any staff members or students that
were particularly influential during your tenure?
Teachers: Cathy Wilhoit was the consummate
Ballard Bruin. She was a fantastic teacher and was
involved with everything! She was a great role model
as she exemplified how a teacher could affect the
lives of students. Another great role model was Mary
Eschels. She held everyone accountable, both
students and staff alike! Joanne Katzman also
comes to mind. She was very involved with her
students and with Ballard. She believed every
student was capable. I can still hear her laugh from
across the hall.
Students: So many students have influenced me. I
remember one student (who will remain
nameless) that would continually cut my class and I
would write him up time after time. I would meet with
him one on one trying to figure out what was going
on. He finally confessed to me that he kept cutting

http://www.thatsmybrick.com/ballardalumni
https://chip-in.us/ballard
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my class because he knew he could get the
attention. He told me that no one had every cared for
him like I did. That was early on during my time at
Ballard and that always stuck with me. 

What were your most memorable moments from
teaching at Ballard?
One memory that always comes to mind was my first
day at Ballard I met with Mrs. Allen, then she turned
me over to Scott Davenport and Jim Reuther for a
personal escort to the faculty meeting. The journey
from the South Office to the S200 was memorable to
say the least. I also have very fond memories of all
the trips to Rupp Arena with basketball -- the bus
rides, the face painting and the victories!! Some of
the best classroom memories were with my
Yearbook students. They made me laugh every day
with their antics.

What can alumni do to support the student body
and teachers?
The newly-formed Ballard Alumni Association can
help the students and staff in so many ways, from
financial resources to internships, job shadowing --
the possibilities are endless. I am eager to see what
the future holds for this partnership.

Class Reunion Organizers -- The
Membership Committee Needs
Your Help

Are you a member of one of the following classes -
- 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, 2011 or
2016? Is your class holding a reunion this year?
Due to the pandemic, some classes may have
delayed their reunion plans from last year. Please
share any reunion information with us, we would
love to include any details in future editions of The
Bear Facts. We would also like to connect with any
reunion organizers to see if we can share any
contact information. Our hope is that more alumni
will stay connected post-reunion to the Ballard
Alumni Association. Please feel free to email
Caroline Robinson at caro61@bellsouth.net.

Getting Ready for Students Again

The faculty gathered on March 26 to celebrate the

mailto:caro61@bellsouth.net
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start of in-person education once again. A
generous donor who chooses to remain
anonymous contributed over $8,000 to cover the
cost of lunch and these nifty gray pullovers for the
entire faculty! This was the donor's way of helping
to make Ballard the best high school in Jefferson
County. Pretty nice way to start in-person
instruction once again.

Faces in the Quad - 1973

Here are few memories from the 1973 yearbook.
Below, the legendary Pat Crawford, Ballard's first
principal. Upper right, three enthusiastic
cheerleaders -- Lisa Dunning, Linda Fry and Patty
Kalember. Lower right, a student newspaper
meeting in progress with Joe King, Charlie
Ogburn, Lawrence Button, Sid Griffin and Mitch
Sherrill.

Got any more memories you'd like to share?
Send them to Rudy Moeller for inclusion in a
future Bear Facts.

mailto:rmoeller@change-managed.com
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In Memoriam: Kent Taylor '73

Kent Taylor, Class of 1973, founder and CEO of
Texas Roadhouse, passed away March 18th, 2021.
After working at many restaurant chains, Kent
developed his concept Texas Roadhouse. The
chain’s expansion was slow at first; three of its first
five locations failed. But by the late 1990s, Texas
Roadhouse took off, and Taylor eventually built it
into more than 600 locations across 49 states.
Kent led the company’s initial public offering (IPO)
in 2004. He remained actively involved in the
business until his passing, making decisions on
the menu and choosing songs for the restaurants’
jukeboxes. He has also established several lasting
restaurant brands including Bubba's 33 and
Jaggers. Often seen sporting his signature brown
cowboy hat, Taylor was a maverick executive and
entrepreneur with a mind that never stopped
creating. He was unafraid and embraced his
failures, encouraging others to persevere and
keep trying new things. In 2020, as the COVID-19
pandemic severely affected restaurants, Kent gave
up his salary to help the chain’s frontline
restaurant co-workers.
 
Ballard knew Kent was a competitive winner from
his early days at BHS. His Track & Field
accomplishments were many and have stood the
test of time, including helping lead Ballard to the
State Championship in 1972, BHS’s first ever high
school State Championship! He led Ballard to
countless Meet and Regional Championships and
ran a time of 9.25/ in the Two Mile, a Ballard
record that stands today! Kent received a
scholarship from UNC for Track & Field.
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Upon leaving for UNC, Kent told his beloved
Coach Bealmear that if he ever won a watch, a
prestigious gift for winning a Track & Field
Championship, he would give it to Coach
Bealmear. One summer morning in the mid
1970’s, there stood Kent at Coach Bealmear’s
front door, watch in hand, fulfilling his promise and
beginning what would become a lifelong passion
to give generously to others! Kent was inducted
into the BHS first Athletic Hall of Fame
class.  He is survived by two daughters, a son and
four grandchildren. Bruin Nation mourns the loss
of our friend, Kent Taylor.  

Meet our Ballard Alumni of the Month

Allen Holstein

Allen was a member of Ballard's first graduating
class in 1972. He went on to graduate from the
University of Kentucky with both a Bachelors and
Masters degree in Horticulture and completed
post-graduate work at the University of Oregon.
Shortly after, Allen discovered the potential for
Oregon wine. He left his studies to take a job
managing 100 acres of wine grapes out of 1,000
acres then planted in Oregon in 1980.

Using his educational background he participated
in the continuous improvement in regional
viticultural technique that resulted in the state now
having 35,000 acres of wine grapes. Imitation is
best form of flattery. Allen currently owns and
operates a small vineyard and winery with his son,
Jackson.

As a follower of Kentucky author Wendell Berry,
Allen is most proud of participating in the evolution
of a local agricultural economy with a value added
and tourist component that will stay in the family.

Allen, it's inspiring to see Ballard alums
pursue a passion and make a notable
contribution to a growing industry. We're
proud of you.

Patrick Mann

Patrick graduated in 1998 after playing four years of
soccer for the Bruins, then enrolled at the University of
Alabama. where he majored in Advertising and minored
in English and Psychology. He started his career at a



4/24/21, 10:01 AM"The Bear Facts" -- Campus and Alumni News from Ballard High School

Page 7 of 7https://myemail.constantcontact.com/-The-Bear-Facts-----Campus-an…-from-Ballard-High-School.html?soid=1134418648259&aid=5Un_0doITt4

small garage organization company in sales and
marketing, but knew that he wanted to start his own
business. A magazine article on the effects of viruses
and spyware on business gave him the brainstorm to
create a company providing outsources IT services, and
that's how Louisville Geek was born.

Since opening in 2004, Patrick's company has become
one of the fastest growing, most trusted IT service
companies in the region. He has been married to his
wife Shannon for 13 years and is the proud dad to three
children. Outside of work, Patrick has been a Board
member of the local Young President's Organization
(YPO) and enjoys traveling, cooking and attending
sporting events.

Patrick, you're another reminder that the solid
grounding we received as Ballard students sets us
up to achieve great things in life. Great job!

Do you have personal news you'd like to share with Bruin Nation? A new job, a published article,
a professional recognition? Here's your chance to let everyone know "What's Bruin" in your life.
Send your submissions for inclusion in our next issue to rmoeller@change-managed.com.

mailto:rmoeller@change-managed.com

