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The Bear Facts
Welcome to the official newsletter of the Ballard High School Alumni Association. Our mission is to keep

graduates and friends of Ballard up-to-date on school and alumni news.

Visit our Website

A brick or paver would be a thoughtful memorial
for a Ballard grad who has passed away. If you'd
like to use this opportunity to commemorate a
loved one, please consider clicking on the link
below to place an order.

https://www.thatsmybrick.com/ballardalumni

September 2020 Stadium Update:
We're Ready for Kick Off.

The Stadium project continues to make great
progress under the watchful eyes of Tony Waits
'72, Mike Judah '75 and Betsy Hultman Wall '73
and Doug White, father of Helaina '19 and Peyton
'22. We're working hard to create the best
public school stadium facility in the region! Key
details include the following:

Brick and paver sales are up to 378 units
since the last newsletter. We are keeping
the order open as we close in on 435, the
next discount break point. We would
REALLY appreciate your help to get the
total over the top. if you'd still like to
participate. To place an order, click here.
JCPS awarded the contract for the new
Ballard Storage Building to be located
between the the ticket building and
baseball building. Construction should be
completed by the end of October.
Construction on the new Entrance and
Plaza Area will begin soon after we close
the sales of bricks and pavers.
We will soon be announcing that we have a
Ballard family who will receive naming
rights for their contributions to build a turf
field. Stay tuned for further news.
We have raised $598,000 for this project
thus far and need another $200,000 to get
all the way home. If you'd like to make a
donation to the Stadium or the Alumni
Association, go to https://chip-
in.us/ballard.

We're going to make this happen! Have a great

http://www.ballardalumni.com
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Bruin Nation Day!

Steve Gowers '72

Tentative home football opener against George
Rogers Clark is scheduled for Sept. 25. Tentative

home opener for soccer is Sept. 14 against
Christian Academy of Louisville.

Here's Your Chance to Win
$100!

Who doesn't like a little friendly
competition? The Membership Committee is
having a contest to see who can send us
the most graduate referrals between now
and the October issue of The Bear Facts. In
fact, you may have received an email about
this already. The winner will receive a
$100 Amazon gift card.

Want to enter? Send the names and email
addresses of your Bruin buddies to Barbara
Trager at bltpurple2@gmail.com by
October 10.

Come SHRED with the Ballard
Alumni Association!

The Membership Committee invites you to a
"night out" on Thursday, October 29 at
6:45pm at Shred415 to break a sweat while
helping to raise money for the Alumni
Association. Shred415 is a one-hour
workout divided into four 15-minute
intervals alternating between treadmill drills
and strength training. The studio is right off
Whittington Parkway, and class size is
currentlly limited to 15 people. A donation of
$25 is requested to help support the goals
of the Alumni Association. Interested?
Reserve your space by emailing
brittany.abdelahad@gmail.com today.

Know Accounting? The Alumni
Association is Counting on You.

OK, the Alumni Association is not sitting on piles
of cash but we DO need help keeping the books
straight for annual tax filings as a 501 (c) 3
organization, the occasional payment of bills and
the preparation of accurate financial statements.

mailto:bltpurple2@gmail.com
mailto:brittany.abdelahad@gmail.com


If you'd be willing to use your accounting skills for
an hour or two a month to help out, please contact
Steve Gowers at the email address below.
Thanks!

steve.gowers@capitasfinancial.com

The Chromebook Fund Still Needs
Your Help.

The Covid-19 pandemic has presented huge
challenges for our schools. JCPS has made the
decision to begin the 2020-2021 school year
"virtually", and many of our student families with
multiple children are at a loss trying to share a
single Chromebook to access on-line materials.

The Alumni Association is taking up the challenge
by requesting donations to purchase additional
Chromebooks. Each Chromebook costs about
$300 and about 20 are needed, so we are working
to raise $6,000 to make these purchases possible.

Last month, we noted that many of our alumni
have asked for ways to support the academic
aspects of the Ballard experience. Contributions
totaling $800 were received (Thank You!), but the
students still need your help. Any amount is
welcomed, appreciated and will go a long way to
helping students continue studying at home.

The Alumni Association has set up two ways to
contribute:

A Chip In account has been established, so
you can contribute with credit card or debit
card at this web address:
https://donate.chip-in.us/?
nonprofitId=114998.
You can also send checks payable to
"Ballard Alumni Association/Student Fund"
and mail it to Steve Gowers at 3701
Taylorsville Road, Suite 3, Louisville, KY
40220.

Thanks so much for your help. You'll make a
difference in a student's life and future with your
involvement.

Want to stay involved at Ballard?
Support the PTSA.

During this weird, challenging school year,
supporting the students and teachers coping with
non-traditional instruction (NTI) is especially
important. The PTSA invites you to visit its
member hub store to learn more about how you
could help. You can choose to join the PTSA, buy
a gift basket for a favorite teacher, donate to one
of their student support project and get access to
great Ballard Bruin gear. For more information,
click on the link below.

https://ballardptsa.new.memberhub.store/store
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Meet our Ballard Alumni of the Month

Natonya Stewart Harbison '98

After graduating from Kentucky State
University, Notonya worked for several
organizations including Humana where she
worked in Corporate Procurement and
Supplier Diversity/Supply Chain
Sustainability. During that time, she helped
Humana achieve its supplier diversity goal
for three consecutive years while launching
Humana's first Supplier Sustainability
Scorecard.

Since 2018, Notonya has served as Director
of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at Papa
John's. Her mission is to increase
awareness for and grow Papa John's base
of diverse suppliers. In July 2020, she
received that Papa John's Shaq Shoelace
Award for her efforts in planning, facilitating
and hosting the first session of the new
Papa John's DEI-Executive Insights Series.

Congratulations, Natonya! Keep on
pursuing your dreams.

Know any other Ballard grads with an
interesting story to tell? Send me their
bio or have them reach out to me
at rmoeller@change-managed.com.

Lonita Baker '99

Lonita attended U of L on a full academic
scholarship. After receiving her BA, she
earned a law degree from the Brandeis
School of Law and in 2017 she added an
MBA from the U of L School of Business.

Lonita spent six years growing her
professional skills as Assistant Jefferson
County Attorney. From there, she has
joined the Sam Aguiar Injury Lawyers
practice handling cases in auto accidents,
medical malpractice, defective products and
civil rights violations. Lonita is currently
representing the family of Breonna Taylor
along with Sam Aguiar and Ben Crump.
Some of her public recognitions include
Louisville Business First's Forty Under 40,
the National Bar Association's Top Forty
Under 40 Attorneys and three National Bar
Association Presidential Awards.

Congratulations, Lonita. You're clearly a
Ballard grad on the move.

Nominations for the Alumni Board
of Directors are Open Until
September 30.

The Ballard Alumni Association is looking for three
new directors to serve three-year terms. If you are
interested in nominating yourself, please send an
email to Kim Barber at the link below with the
following information:

Name (including maiden name, if
applicable);
Graduating class;
Email address;
Cell phone number;
A paragraph or two as to why you would

mailto:rmoeller@change-managed.com


like to serve on the Board and in what
capacity you could offer your services.

Graduates from ALL classes are encouraged to
respond. Thanks for your willingness to help!

kim.barber@jefferson.kyschools.us

Do you have personal news you'd like to share
with Bruin Nation? A new job, a published
article, a professional recognition? Here's your
chance to let everyone know "What's Bruin" in
your life. Send your submissions for inclusion
in our next issue to
rmoeller@change-managed.com

What's Bruin?
Spotlight on Patrick Walsh

The University of Arkansas at Little Rock recently
announced that Associate Director of
Communications Patrick Walsh has been
recognized by the College Sports Information
Directors of America (CoSIDA) as the 2020
recipient of the Bob Kenworthy Community Service
Award. Patrick is a 2001 graduate of Ballard.

This recognition is based on Patrick's work over
the past 15 years as co-founder and leader of two
not-for-profit organizations -- Wiggin' Out and
Heroes in Blue. Wiggin' Out helps to provide
breast cancer patients with wigs while going
through treatment, while Heroes in Blue seeks to
build awareness of the positive effects of law
enforcement officers on out communities and to
support families of fallen officers.

Patrick is also an ordained minister who has
performed five weddings for friends in four
different states.

Keep up the great work, Patrick!
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