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The Bear Facts
Welcome to the official newsletter of the Ballard High School Alumni Association. Our mission is to keep

graduates and friends of Ballard up-to-date on school and alumni news.

Visit our Website

A brick or paver would be a thoughtful memorial
for a Ballard grad who has passed away. If you'd
like to use this opportunity to commemorate a
loved one, please consider clicking on the link
below to place an order.

https://www.thatsmybrick.com/ballardalumni

December 2020 Stadium Update:
New Entry Construction is Approved by JCPS

The big news this month is that JCPS has
approved our Alumni Association donation to build
the new entryway effective December 1. We are
working with our contractors now to determine a
work schedule and start date, so we should have
more to report on this in the January Bear Facts.

Details are still being finalized on a title sponsor
for the new turf field planned for installation. We
hope to have a major announcement about this in
January as well.

Happy Holidays to all of our Ballard grads, and
thanks again for your help in making these
stadium improvements possible!

Steve Gowers '72

The Membership Committee Still
Needs Your Help in Locating BHS
Grads

The holidays are a great time to reconnect and
catch up (six feet apart) with old high school
buddies that may be in town.  As one of our
ongoing goals, we are continually searching for e-
mail addresses for our alums. If you have any
BHS friends that are not getting our
communications, please encourage them to log
into the BAA website and submit their information
– http://www.ballardalumni.com. There is no fee to
sign up! If you are a class leader or a reunion
organizer for your class, please contact Caroline
Robinson at caro61@bellsouth.net to coordinate

http://www.ballardalumni.com
https://www.thatsmybrick.com/ballardalumni
http://www.ballardalumni.com
mailto:caro61@bellsouth.net


passing on any email info.   Thank you for your
continued support!

The Chromebook Fund Thanks
Those Who Have Contributed

The Alumni Association would like to take a
moment to thank those who have contributed thus
far to the purchase of Chromebooks for deserving
students coping with the challenges of non-
traditional education.

There are still students in need of your help if
you'd like to join this list. The Alumni Association
has set up two ways to contribute:

A Chip In account has been established, so
you can contribute with credit card or debit
card at this web address:
https://donate.chip-in.us/?
nonprofitId=114998.
You can also send checks payable to
"Ballard Alumni Association/Student Fund"
and mail it to Steve Gowers at 3701
Taylorsville Road, Suite 3, Louisville, KY
40220.

Thanks so much for your help. You'll make a
difference in a student's life and future with your
involvement.

Meet our Ballard Alumni of the Month

Would you like to be showcased as one of our

Victoria Russell

Victoria Russell is a power player in the Louisville
business community. After graduating from Ballard
in 1998 and picking up a Bachelors and Masters of
Business at UK, she began her march upward.

Victoria spent a number of years in compensation
and marketing roles for Lexmark, Humana and
Brown-Forman. From there, she spent 14 years at
Papa John's, rising through the ranks there to
become their first leader of Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion in 2018.

Most recently, however, Victoria has joined Beam
Suntory as its Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer. In
this role, she will work for greater diversity in talent
acquisition, career development, marketing and
community relations. Beam Suntory is worldwide
leader in the spirits business producing some of
the best-known spirits sold across the globe.

Her volunteer activities include Board positions
with GLI, Leadership Louisville, Fund for the Arts,
Women Influencing Louisville and the Chestnut
Street YMCA. She has been recognized as one of
Business First's Forty Under 40, recipient of UK's
Lyman T. Johnson Touch of Excellence Award, a
Daughter of Greatness by the Muhammad Ali
Center and as one of Today's Woman 2020 Most
Admired Women.

https://donate.chip-in.us/?nonprofitld=114998


Alumni of the Month? Send your bio to me
at rmoeller@change-managed.com. Victoria, you're a fine example of how Ballard

grads can succeed. Keep up the great work!

Jesse R. Barker

Jesse was one of the original Bruins, graduating
as part of the Class of 1972. From there he
graduated from U of L with a Bachelors in
Electrical Engineering, then joined the U.S. Marine
Corps as an infantry officer in 1977. As a Marine,
Jesse served in both Asia and the Middle East and
received both a Bronze Star and the Legion of
Merit Award.

In 1990, he transferred to to reserves and went
back to U of L to secure a Masters in Civil
Engineering while working for a major global
engineering firm. During his last tour as a Colonel
in 2004, Jesse was responsible for the
reconstruction operations for the 1st Marine
Division leading a team that operated throughout
the Al Anbar region.

In his current role, Jesse leads classified
engineering, technical and construction services
worldwide. At present, he manages his firm's
operations in Europe with a focus on a major
Department of Defense project in Poland.

Jesse, your hard work and leadership skills are
an inspiration to all of us. Great job!

Do you have personal news you'd like to share with Bruin Nation? A new job, a published article,
a professional recognition? Here's your chance to let everyone know "What's Bruin" in your life.
Send your submissions for inclusion in our next issue to rmoeller@change-managed.com.

mailto:rmoeller@change-managed.com
mailto:rmoeller@change-managed.com

