
Ronald W. Reagan/Doral Senior High School 

10th Grade English Honors 

Summer Reading Assignment 2021 

 

Novel:   Unbroken: An Olympian’s Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive by Laura Hillenbrand. 

This story follows the journey of Louie Zamperini from Olympic runner to Japanese prisoner of war 

during World War II.   

 

Task: After reading Hillenbrand’s text, respond to the following questions.  Your responses should be 

approximately one paragraph in length and each should be an example of your best writing.  

 

1. Read page 12 of Unbroken, in this section of the text Louie expressed feeling lost and alone.  As 

a struggling youth, he wanted to find his way, right his wrongs, but he worried he would be 

forever lost.  Think about a time when you wanted to right wrongs you may have committed 

either willingly or unknowingly.  How does someone who might otherwise be sinking rise to the 

top? Do they have what it takes all along? Might they be buoyed by someone or something 

else? Or is struggle one of the tickets to success?  Write a response in which you discuss Louie’s 

coming of age and his attempts to redeem himself. Support your point of view with evidence 

from the text. 

2. In Unbroken, pages 99-100, Louie seems destined for death.  His plane has crashed. His crew 

mates are scattered in the sea.  His is trapped in a sinking plane.  As the path before him grows 

increasingly bleak, he almost relents and gives in.  At the last moment, some part of him wakes 

up and he pulls himself to the surface.  Louie journeys from death to life at a pivotal moment.  

Describe how Louie’s harrowing life-threatening personal struggle showcases how he finds a 

sense of self. Support your point of view with evidence from the text. 

3. In Unbroken, pages 112-114, Louie demonstrated his keen adaptability.  He had a remarkable 

ability to think on his toes.  He tried, failed, and then tried again.  He not only maintained his 

own sense of hope, but he also lifted the spirits of his crewmates.  Please discuss how Louie 

epitomizes the adaptability of the human spirit and how he struggles to survive no matter how 

overwhelming the circumstances may be. Comment on how Louie exemplifies or contradicts the 

concept that one’s spirit will adapt to the harshest circumstances. Support your point of view 

with evidence from the text. 

4. In Unbroken pages 173-175, Hillenbrand describes how Louie used a discarded apple box to start 

a fire to save the POWs from freezing to death.  Immediately after, she introduces corporal 

Watanabe whose sense of failure over his military status made him resentful and violent.  In the 

section, the question of lifelong effect of an obsession with winning can lead to depression; for 

other people, the lessons learned from winning give them the resilience they need to overcome 

other losses along the way.  Comment on how Louie and Watanabe contend with experiences in 

life, and how does each respond to loss inform their future.  



5. In Unbroken, pages 212-213, the Bird subjected Louie to a particularly cruel punishment.  Louie 

had to hold a six-foot beam above his head without faltering.  If he lowered his arms even a 

little, the guards were instructed to beat him with their guns. Louie refused to falter. Despite his 

state of emaciation, the unbearable heat of the sun, the scrutiny of the guards, and the back-

breaking weight, Louie stood strong for thirty-seven minutes. At one time or another, we’ve all 

faced a problem or situation that seemed impossible and told ourselves: There is no solution; I 

just can’t do it.  Sometimes those lines ring true, and we forfeit. But sometimes we persist.  

Why? Think about a time in your life when you kept at something that seemed impossible and 

you succeeded.  What made the impossible possible for you, for Louie? Use evidence from the 

text to support your response. 

6. In Unbroken, pages 253-255, the concept of dreams is explored.  Dreams have the power to 

inspire both hope and fear.  In this excerpt, Louie is haunted by nightmares. Louie wants nothing 

more than for his dreams to stop. How do his dreams impact Louie? Do the nightmares bear 

only negative consequences for Louie? Discuss the effects of the dreams have on Louie.  Support 

your point of view with evidence from the text. 

 


