
 

Ronald W. Reagan/Doral Senior High School 

10th Grade Honors Summer Reading Assignment 

  

 

Assignment deadlines: Due the first day of class. 

Grade 10 Honors Reading Guide for summer assignments 

 Edith Hamilton’s Mythology 

Read the works and complete this packet. You are responsible for all information contained herein. 

1. Part One “The Gods, The Creation, and The Earliest Heroes” 

Read all except “Europa” and “The Cyclops Polyphemus” (optional) 

2. Part Two 

a. Read all except “Ceyx and Alcyone,” “Endymion,” “Daphne” and “Alpheus and 

Arethusa,” “Otus and Ephialtes” (optional) 

3. Part Three “The Great Heroes Before The Trojan War 

4. Part four “The Heroes of the Trojan War” 

5. Part Six  

“Midas, “The Amazons,” “Arachne,” “Orion” 

Objectives for this unit: 

❖ Allusion, and the reading and writing skills that come along with recognizing them. I cannot 

❖ emphasize this enough. Mythology is ubiquitous in literature, pop culture, even in advertising. 

❖ Emphasis on the “Greek Miracle” and the foundation of Western Culture. 

❖ The origin and purposes of mythology 

❖ Comparative Mythology and Archetypes: how stories and figures are similar and different and 

❖ what that reveals about culture and the Human Condition 

❖ How myths are treated in other art forms, particularly in paintings, poetry, and drama 

❖ Relevance to today 

 



Use Hamilton’s Mythology or the following useful websites to complete this study 

packet: 

SUMMER READING WRITING ASSIGNMENTS AND/OR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Mythology Interpretive 

1.   What do the myths show us about the human race of long ago? 

2.   Could the myths be set in a different time and place and still have the same effect? 

3.   What were the original writers of the myths (not Hamilton) trying to show by having Zeus fall in love 

with so many mortal women? 

4.   How did the persona of Zeus change over the course of the myths? 

5.   What does the behavior of Hera tell you about her? 

6.   What did the new belief in Dionysus show about the Greeks of the time? (Chapter 2) 

7.   Why were Aphrodite, Hera, and Pallas Athena willing to accept the judgment of a mortal man,      

Paris? (Chapter 13)  

Critical Interpretation 

8.  Analyze the character of one of the following deities: Zeus, Hera, Artemis, Athena, Cupid,    

Prometheus. 

9.  Analyze the character of one of the following heroes: Paris, Hercules, Theseus, Jason, Odysseus. 

10.  Discuss the role of women in the myths. 

11.  Why do you think people needed the myths? 

Critical/Personal Response 

12.  Which of the deities seems the most important to you?  Support your answer with examples                 

from the text. 

13.  Hamilton says that Dionysus was the only god whose parents were not both divine.  Why do you 

think he was accepted as a god? 

14.  Do you think the myths have influenced modern day belief systems? If so, how?  If not, why        

not? 

15.  Why do you think the early writers created so many gods and goddesses? 

 

Additionally . . . 

Your Writing Assignment:   Answer the following prompt. Your paper will include direct quotes from the 

text, specific examples to support your claims, and justification for your choice. The final paper will be in 



basic MLA format: 12 point, Times New Roman font, double spaced. Your response must be a minimum 

of two pages.  

1. The Greeks created a variety of heroes with distinct qualities and traits. Choose a modern hero from 

film or literature or comic books or video games to compare and contrast to a Greek hero from 

Hamilton’s Mythology. You may choose an earliest hero, an adventurer, or one from before the Trojan 

War for your Greek hero to compare to your modern hero. (You may want to revisit the film or book 

Percy Jackson, The Hunger Games or Maze Runner for examples of modern heroes.) 

 

 


