
 
 

Ronald W. Reagan/Doral Senior High School 
10th Grade AICE Cambridge 2020   
Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Assignment deadlines: Due the first day of class. 
You must complete this by the deadline.  Late work will not be accepted! 
 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated!  All work must be your own.   Do not make use 
of spark notes or any other novel guide.  Any paper which is plagiarized will receive 
Zeroes.    

 
 
 
Summer Reading Assignment for Incoming AS Level AICE English Language and 
Composition Students: 
 
 

1984 Writing Topics 

1984 Writing Prompts: Choose Your Own Adventure! 

After reading 1984, you will submit one 600-900 word essay that addresses the following questions. Present 

your answers when you arrive in class. You must also be able to address the major themes of 1984 including 

the individual v society, sanity v insanity, heroism and absurdity.   

 

 
You will also respond to ONE (NOT Both) of the following extracts. 

 

Read the extract from ‘1984’ by George Orwell.  Using TIQATIQA format write about how Orwell 

creates terror in the extract. You may annotate the text as you read. Your response should be a 

minimum of 600-900 words and should be an example of your best writing. 

 

'The real power, the power we have to fight for night and day, is not power over things, but over men.' He 

paused, and for a moment assumed again his air of a schoolmaster questioning a promising pupil: 'How does 

one man assert his power over another, Winston?'  

 

Winston thought. 'By making him suffer,' he said.  

 

'Exactly. By making him suffer. Obedience is not enough. Unless he is suffering, how can you be sure that 

he is obeying your will and not his own? Power is in inflicting pain and humiliation. Power is in tearing 

human minds to pieces and putting them together again in new shapes of your own choosing. Do you begin 

to see, then, what kind of world we are creating? It is the exact opposite of the stupid hedonistic Utopias that 

the old reformers imagined. A world of fear and treachery is torment, a world of trampling and being 

trampled upon, a world which will grow not less but more merciless as it refines itself. Progress in our world 

will be progress towards more pain. The old civilizations claimed that they were founded on love or justice. 

Ours is founded upon hatred. In our world there will be no emotions except fear, rage, triumph, and self-

abasement. Everything else we shall destroy everything. Already we are breaking down the habits of thought 

which have survived from before the Revolution. We have cut the links between child and parent, and 

between man and man, and between man and woman. No one dares trust a wife or a child or a friend any 

longer. But in the future there will be no wives and no friends. Children will be taken from their mothers at 

birth, as one takes eggs from a hen. The sex instinct will be eradicated. Procreation will be an annual 

formality like the renewal of a ration card. We shall abolish the orgasm. Our neurologists are at work upon it 



now. There will be no loyalty, except loyalty towards the Party. There will be no love, except the love of Big 

Brother. There will be no laughter, except the laugh of triumph over a defeated enemy. There will be no art, 

no literature, no science. When we are omnipotent we shall have no more need of science. There will be no 

distinction between beauty and ugliness. There will be no curiosity, no enjoyment of the process of life. All 

competing pleasures will be destroyed. But always -- do not forget this, Winston -- always there will be the 

intoxication of power, constantly increasing and constantly growing subtler. Always, at every moment, there 

will be the thrill of victory, the sensation of trampling on an enemy who is helpless. If you want a picture of 

the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face -- for ever.'  

 

He paused as though he expected Winston to speak. Winston had tried to shrink back into the surface of the 

bed again. He could not say anything. His heart seemed to be frozen. O'Brien went on:  

 

'And remember that it is for ever. The face will always be there to be stamped upon. The heretic, the enemy 

of society, will always be there, so that he can be defeated and humiliated over again. Everything that you 

have undergone since you have been in our hands -- all that will continue, and worse. The espionage, the 

betrayals, the arrests, the tortures, the executions, the disappearances will never cease. It will be a world of 

terror as much as a world of triumph. The more the Party is powerful, the less it will be tolerant: the weaker 

the opposition, the tighter the despotism. Goldstein and his heresies will live for ever. Every day, at every 

moment, they will be defeated, discredited, ridiculed, spat upon and yet they will always survive. This 

drama that I have played out with you during seven years will be played out over and over again generation 

after generation, always in subtler forms. Always we shall have the heretic here at our mercy, screaming 

with pain, broken up, contemptible -- and in the end utterly penitent, saved from himself, crawling to our 

feet of his own accord. That is the world that we are preparing, Winston. A world of victory after victory, 

triumph after triumph after triumph: an endless pressing, pressing, pressing upon the nerve of power. You 

are beginning, I can see, to realize what that world will be like. But in the end you will do more than 

understand it. You will accept it, welcome it, become part of it.'  

 

 

 

 

OR 

 

George Orwell Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949)  

 

This is the opening to the novel.   
 
Read the extract from 1984 by George Orwell.  Using TIQATIQA format write about 

how Orwell communicates a sense of setting and mood. You may annotate the text as 

you read. Your response should be a minimum of 600-900 words and should be an 

example of your best writing. 

 

It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen. Winston Smith, his chin nuzzled into 
his breast in an effort to escape the vile wind, slipped quickly through the glass doors of Victory Mansions, 
though not quickly enough to prevent a swirl of gritty dust from entering along with him. 

    The hallway smelt of boiled cabbage and old rag mats. At one end of it a coloured poster, too large for 
indoor display, had been tacked to the wall. It depicted simply an enormous face, more than a metre wide: 
the face of a man of about forty-five, with a heavy black moustache and ruggedly handsome features. 
Winston made for the stairs. It was no use trying the lift. Even at the best of times it was seldom working, 
and at present the electric current was cut off during daylight hours. It was part of the economy drive in 
preparation for Hate Week. The flat was seven flights up, and Winston, who was thirty-nine and had a 
varicose ulcer above his right ankle, went slowly, resting several times on the way. On each landing, 



opposite the lift-shaft, the poster with the enormous face gazed from the wall. It was one of those pictures 
which are so contrived that the eyes follow you about when you move, BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, 
the caption beneath it ran.  

  Inside the flat a fruity voice was reading out a list of figures which had something to do with the 
production of pig-iron. The voice came from an oblong metal plaque like a dulled mirror which formed part 
of the surface of the right-hand wall. Winston turned a switch and the voice sank somewhat, though the 
words were still distinguishable. The instrument (the tele screen, it was called) could be dimmed, but there 
was no way of shutting it off completely.  
 
 
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 
You could write about: 

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning 

• How and why the writer changes focus as the source develops 

• Any other structural features that interest you 
  
 
Focus this part of your answer on the part of the source from: “The hallway smelt of boiled cabbage …” to 
the end. 
 
A student, having read this section of the text, said: “This part of the text creates a miserable and sinister 
atmosphere.”  To what extent do you agree?   
 
In your response you could:  

• Your impressions of the place where the narrator lives 

• Evaluate how the writer creates a miserable and sinister atmosphere 

• support your opinions with quotations from the text.  
  
 
 

 


