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Agenda

ÅStaff Ride Background

ÅUnderstand Context

ÅUnderstand Decision Makers

ÅUnderstand Key Organizations

ÅмлΣлллΩ ±ƛŜǿ

ÅWhere the Rubber Meets the Road

ÅTechnology Enhancements



WHAT IS A STAFF RIDE

ά! ǎǘŀŦŦ ǊƛŘŜ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 
campaign, an extensive visit to the actual sites associated with that 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘέ

-William G. Robertson, The Staff Ride



Why Staff Rides

ÅStaff Rides

ïDecision Making

ïLeadership

ÅHistorical Battlefield Tours

ïHistory

ÅTactical Exercises Without Troops

ïTactics

ïRehearsal



Contemporary Importance

ÅEducation
ïTerritorial history, military history, diplomatic 

history

ÅDaily reminders
ïCounties (e.g., Bartholomew, Spencer, Tipton, 
5ǳōƻƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ hǿŜƴύΣ ¢ŜŎǳƳǎŜƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ tǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ 
Rock Road, Harrison County, Harrison High School

ÅMilitary context
ïTactics, tribes, negotiations, guerrilla warfare



Structure

ÅPreliminary study

ïClassroom

ïBackground, leadership, maneuver, principles

ÅVisit key sites

ïWhat happened at each location

ïPersonal vignettes

ÅSynthesis

ïBring it all together

ïIdentify critical lessons & relate to your circumstance



How Would You Apply A Staff Ride

ÅIs there use beyond military problems?

ÅNeeds to have geospatial attributes.

ÅNeeds to have an objective(s) of study.

ÅNeeds to have interesting people.

ÅNeeds to have substantive decisions.



KNOW THE CONTEXTτWHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT

ά¢ƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ aǊΦ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ǿŜƴǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ ŀ 
claim of the United States as lords paramount to the lands of all 
ŜȄǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ƻǊ ŘŜŎŀȅŜŘ ǘǊƛōŜǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΦέ

-William Henry Harrison, Governor, letter to Secretary Eustis
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Northwest Indian War



Source: USGen Web Archives, United States Digital Map Library, Map 19



KNOW THE DECISION MAKERS

άaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙƻǿ ƳŀƴΧ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ

-Colonel F.B. Nihart, USMC, Military Affairs



Source: Wikimedia Commons
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