
Staff Ride Workshop

Harry Tunnell

November 8, 2015



Agenda

• Staff Ride Background

• Understand Context

• Understand Decision Makers

• Understand Key Organizations

• 10,000’ View

• Where the Rubber Meets the Road

• Technology Enhancements



WHAT IS A STAFF RIDE

“A staff ride consists of systematic preliminary study of a selected 
campaign, an extensive visit to the actual sites associated with that 
campaign, and an opportunity to integrate lessons derived from each”

-William G. Robertson, The Staff Ride



Why Staff Rides

• Staff Rides

– Decision Making

– Leadership

• Historical Battlefield Tours

– History

• Tactical Exercises Without Troops

– Tactics

– Rehearsal



Contemporary Importance

• Education
– Territorial history, military history, diplomatic 

history

• Daily reminders
– Counties (e.g., Bartholomew, Spencer, Tipton, 

Dubois, and Owen), Tecumseh Street, Prophet’s 
Rock Road, Harrison County, Harrison High School

• Military context
– Tactics, tribes, negotiations, guerrilla warfare



Structure

• Preliminary study

– Classroom

– Background, leadership, maneuver, principles

• Visit key sites

– What happened at each location

– Personal vignettes

• Synthesis

– Bring it all together

– Identify critical lessons & relate to your circumstance



How Would You Apply A Staff Ride

• Is there use beyond military problems?

• Needs to have geospatial attributes.

• Needs to have an objective(s) of study.

• Needs to have interesting people.

• Needs to have substantive decisions.



KNOW THE CONTEXT—WHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT

“The opinion of Mr. Jefferson on the subject, went so far as to assert a 
claim of the United States as lords paramount to the lands of all 
extinguished or decayed tribes, to the exclusion of all recent settlers.”

-William Henry Harrison, Governor, letter to Secretary Eustis
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Northwest Indian War



Source: USGen Web Archives, United States Digital Map Library, Map 19



KNOW THE DECISION MAKERS

“Military history it the account of how force served political ends and 
how man… accomplished this service.”

-Colonel F.B. Nihart, USMC, Military Affairs



Source: Wikimedia Commons



Source: Wikimedia Commons



KNOW THE KEY ORGANIZATIONS

“My order of march hitherto had been similar to that used by General 
Wayne.”

-General Harrison, Commander, post-battle report

Image Source: Wikimedia Commons



Order of Battle



THE 10,000’ VIEW

“If he neglects or refuses to disperse he will be attacked and compelled 
to it by the force under your command... “

-William Eustis, Secretary of War, letter to Governor Harrison
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WHERE THE RUBBER MEETS THE 
ROAD

“Perhaps your people do not know the battle of Tippecanoe was the 
work of white men who came from Canada and urged us to make war.”

-Shabonee, Scout, Indian Confederacy



Prophet’s Town



265 meters

385 meters





Prophet’s Town

Dragoons



PERSONALIZATION MAKES HISTORY 
INTERESTING

“He [Tecumseh] was not at the battle of Tippecanoe.  If he had been 
there it would not have been fought.  It was too soon.  It frustrated all 
his plans.”

-Shabonee, Scout, Indian Confederacy



Personal Stories

James Spencer (d. 1829)

• Born NW Territory

• Rifleman, 12 years old

• Spier, KIA, Nov. 7, 1811

• George, DOW, Nov. 12, 1811

• USMA, 1812, “Gallant 
conduct in the Battle of 
Tippecanoe”

• 1817, 2/19, Artillery

• War Against Seminole 
Indians

John Tipton (1786-1839)

• Enlisted, Yellow Jackets

• Ensign, Oct. 21, 1811

• Captain, Nov. 7, 1811

• War of 1812 (Ranger)

• JP & Indian agent 
(Logansport & Fort Wayne)

• U.S. Senate (1831-1839)

• 1836 donation



Personal Stories

Shabonee (1775-1859)

• Ottawa

• Scout

• Fought with Tecumseh in 
War of 1812

• Eventually supports U.S.

• Black Hawk Wars (1832)

• Land award

Winnemac (d. 1812)

• Potawatomi

• War party leader

• War of 1812

• Siege of Fort Wayne



TECHNOLOGIES TO DISCOVER NEW 
KNOWLEDGE

“Technology is just a tool, and what really matters is how you use it.”

-Professor Anne Knowles, Smithsonian magazine innovation award



Websites

• Free technologies.

• Allow you to tailor the information to you 
needs.

• Who are you designing for and what 
experience do you want them to have?

• Still often requires web design experience.

• Can be robust and effective teaching tools.

• The Battle of Tippecanoe Website.

http://www.battleoftippecanoe.com/


PE

• Envision a website.

• Describe the audience.

• Describe the goal with the website.

• Describe two features you want it to have.

• Describe the primary platform of expected use 
(PC, tablet, or phone).



Internet Searches

• Multiple search engines.

– Google Scholar

– Microsoft Academic Search

– National Archives

– Library of Congress

• 100 Search Engines for Academic Research

• Organize your search

https://scholar.google.com/schhp?hl=en
http://academic.research.microsoft.com/
http://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.teachthought.com/uncategorized/100-search-engines-for-academic-research/


How to Search

• Perform concept analysis
– Prophet’s Town
– Indian village on Wabash River

• Identify other terms
– Shawnee Prophet
– Tecumseh

• Apply Boolean operators
– And
– Or
– Not



PE

• Thomas Randolph (d. 1811) was Indiana 
attorney general and Harrison’s acting aide-
de-camp (as a civilian). He was KIA. Randolph 
County, Indiana is named in his honor.

• White Loon (Indian name: Wawpawwawqua), 
was a Wea (subtribe of the Miami) Indian 
chief. He was one of the Indians selected to 
lead the attack on the encampment.



Geographic Information Systems

• Known as GIS.

• Used to manage and visualize geospatial data.

• Contains analytical tools.

• Use when there is a unique problem that you 
want to solve.

• Organize like any other research (research 
questions, etc.).



Why GIS

• Increasingly common

• Elevation data

• Integrated with other 
technologies

• Can lend perspective to 
historical subjects



Artificial Illumination

• What we know

– Adverse impact on soldier’s ability to observe

– Aided Indian’s ability to observe

• How did commanders understand the 
battlefield

– Harrison’s perspective

– Shawnee Prophet's perspective

• Any impact on decision-making









Source: Wikimedia Commons









PE

• Identify a technology.

• Describe an objective.

• Describe an audience.

• Describe what you hope to learn.



QUESTIONS

“Should you defeat the American army, you have not done.  Another will 
come; and if you defeat that, still another—one like waves of the 
Greatwater, overwhelming and sweeping you from the face of the earth.”

-Little Turtle, Miami Chief, remark to Tecumseh

Image Source: Wikimedia Commons


