
                                                                                                                                                      

Happy Spring! 

We're jumping into May and there's a 
lot planned for this month. By the time 
you get this, Teacher Appreciation 
Week will be underway. We have 5 
days of special treats and surprises 
lined up for our fabulous teachers. 
We'll be sure to share a wrap-up of the 
week in our upcoming final newsletter 
of the year … we don't want to give too 
much away just yet. Don't forget—you 
can also follow us on Facebook for 
regular updates as things happen: 
https://www.facebook.com/frrsdpta/ 

We take a week off after Teacher 
Appreciation to gear up for Screen 
Free Week (May 16-20). Planning is 
underway and we will send home a 
flyer as soon as we have everything 
finalized.  

In the meantime, mark your calendars 
for the weekend after Screen Free 
Week. Take a journey into our past on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 21-22, 
from 10 a.m.–4 p.m. with Ye Olde 
Towne Lebanon Militia on the school 
grounds. They will join students for a 
w e e k e n d - l o n g 1 8 t h c e n t u r y 
encampment. Activities include 18th 
century soldiering, musket firing, 
baking and food preparations using 
cast iron Dutch Ovens, spinning and 
textile demonstrations, basket weaving, 
a physician's presentation, carpentry 
and tin work. Members of the Lebanon 
M i l i t i a , o n e o f t h e l a r g e s t 
Revolutionary War re-enactor groups 
in the Northeast, will provide military  

demonstrations and musket firings 
throughout the day. The militia will 
also be helped out by fifth grade 
apprentices, as they learn and 
experience daily life in the 1700's. 
Thank you to Mr. Keller for organizing 
such an exciting event! 

As we near the end of another school 
year, it is once again time to elect PTA 
officers. The slate of officers was 
approved at the April meeting, and we 
will vote at our meeting on Thursday, 
May 12th. Here is our slate for 
2016-2017 PTA Officers: Wendy 
Berman (President), Craig Drenga 
(Vice President), Dawn Lemon 
(Treasurer) and Aimee McGovern 
(Secretary). I'd like to take this 
opportunity to thank Ilona Packie and 
Kathy Adams for their 8 combined 
years of service in their positions of 
Treasurer and Secretary, respectively. 
They have contributed greatly to our 
success and we appreciate all that they 
have done.   

One last important note—the GaGa Pit 
is back on the playground for all to 
use! Thank you to Mr. Gray and Mr. 
Gallagher for setting it up for us all 
once again. 

Enjoy the month and the arrival of 
warm weather (finally!),

♛ 
SPRING EVENTS CALENDAR 

Upcoming PTA Meeting 
May 12 

Held Thursday at 3:15 pm 
in the School Library 

Staff Appreciation Week 
Being held this week! 

Monday May 2 – Friday May 6 

Screen Free Week 
Friday, May 13: Swimming 

at Berkshire South  

Monday, May 16: Hiking with Mr. Keller  

Wednesday, May 18: Bingo Night  
with popcorn, pizza, salad and dessert 

Permission slip coming home soon! 

1700s Colonial Soldier 
Reenactment  

In The Lower Field 
Friday May 20 – Sunday May 22 

by Ye Old Lebanon Militia 

Field Day 
Friday June 3 

Rain Date: Thursday June 2 

We Have Child Care During PTA Meetings! We hope you’ll join us! If you plan to attend, please send your child with a note stating they will be staying after school. Students are to meet Karen Yvon at the benches outside the gym. 
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“Somewhere,  
something incredible  

is waiting to be known.” 
— Carl Sagan

May 2016Editor: KL Adams, PTA Secretary

Farmington River Elementary
Fo

More online at frrsd.org/pta

llow us at facebook.com/FRRSDPTA

We welcome your comments and ideas! 
Get in touch at pta@frrsd.org

WWW

https://www.facebook.com/frrsdpta/
https://www.facebook.com/frrsdpta/


REWARD PROGRAMS: FOR A FULL LIST, GO TO 
WWW.FRRSD.ORG/PTA/REWARD-PROGRAMS 

BOX TOPS:  WE'VE RECEIVED OVER $900 SO FAR THIS YEAR! 
• Don’t forget to go to www.boxtops4education.com for coupons! 

• NEW to Box Tops: Annie's Organics! Be sure to check your Annie's products and 
clip those Box Tops! 

• Always check the expiration date and be sure to  include your child's name and 
grade when you send them to school. 

ENDING: LABELS FOR EDUCATION 
• We received notification that this program will end as of June 30th. Please send in 

your Labels for Education as soon as possible so we can collect! Don’t forget to 
include your child’s name and grade. 

MIGHTY NEST: 15% COMES BACK TO US! 
• Lots of great natural, organic and non-toxic products—www.mightynest.com 
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SCREEN FREE WEEK 
Friday, May 13: Swimming 

at Berkshire South  

Monday, May 16: Hiking with Mr. Keller  

Wednesday, May 18: Bingo Night  
with popcorn, pizza, salad and dessert 

Permission slip coming home soon! 

PLEASE EMAIL pta@frrsd.org if you have 
any questions. 

DONATE & FIND 
WANTED ITEMS 

Our own Karen Yvon operates K's Kloset 
where she welcomes donations, works to 
fill people's wish lists and connects donors 
with those who are looking for larger items 
(think furniture) FOR FREE! Her inventory is 

always changing, so email her at 
kay239@gfluniverse.org or call 

413-848-2507 to arrange a donation, make  
a request or schedule a pick-up.

THANK YOU TO MR. KELLER FOR HIS  
SPRING 2016 HIKING CLUB OUTINGS 

Christopher Keller, 5th Grade Teacher at Farmington, lead early spring Hiking Club 
student members (along with a few staff members and parent volunteers) to 
explore the wooded environs around our school. The after school activity was held 
each week for a period of six weeks, and has now officially concluded with a recent 
trip over a portion of the Appalachian Trail, intersecting Beartown State Forest. Mr. 
Keller’s hikes lasted for an hour and a half with a hardy, enthusiastic bunch warmly 
suited to explore the woods in nearly any weather, even during a light rain storm. 
Educational by nature, stops were made to point out a former bear den; a buried 
transcontinental utility line location; one of the oldest pine trees Mr. Keller has ever 
seen; and to describe and teach kids to appreciate the delicate nature of such 
protected plant species as Lycopodium obscurum, commonly known as princess 
pine. We look forward to more Hiking Club outings next year!
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