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Roger and Ellen Diny enjoy being active members of St. Clare Catholic Parish. 
Ellen recently concluded her fifth year as the art teacher at St. Clare Catholic School. She also has 

been a dedicated parish choir member for 30 years, in addition to handling calligraphy duties for all the 
baptismal certificates and serving with the Care Ministry program. 

Meanwhile, her husband, Roger, is among the founding members of Knights of Columbus St. Clare 

Council #16900, which was created four years ago. 
The husband and wife also have served on parish school board/committees in previous years. And 

their four children all attended either St. Mary Catholic School and/or St. Clare Catholic School. 
“We have strong Catholic roots in our family,” said Ellen, noting both she and Roger also attended 

Catholic grade schools, high schools and universities. 
Roger, who was born and raised on a farm in Greenleaf, attended St. Mary Catholic School, as did his 
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13 brothers and sisters. His family faithfully attended Masses at St. Mary Church, the site of Roger’s 
baptism, First Communion and Confirmation. 

Roger then went to Abbot Pennings High School before attending St. Norbert College for two years 

and transferring to Marquette University, where he earned a degree in electrical engineering. He works in 

Kaukauna for Baisch Engineering, which works with the pulp and paper industry. 
Roger enjoyed sharing his knowledge with students at St. Clare Catholic School while serving for 

eight years as coach of its successful robotics team. When he stopped coaching, Roger immediately filled 

some of that time by joining the parish’s Knights of Columbus council. 
“We’ve done quite a few different projects,” he said of the Knights of Council council. “One time we 

helped out an older lady who was by herself and having trouble with yard work, so last summer a bunch 

of us showed up and we helped clean up things in a hurry. Right now we’re looking into cleaning the 
sanctuary floor in Wrightstown. We also added some speakers to the churches in Wrightstown and 

Askeaton for the choir boxes so they can hear when (Father Brian Wideman) is talking.” Roger noted that 

fellow parishioner Peter Vanden Wymelenberg kindly donated cable for that project. 
“It’s nice to get out, meet people and help out,” Roger said of his time with the Knights of Council 

council. 
Ellen joined the parish in 1990 when she and Roger got married at Old St. Joseph's church on the St. 

Norbert College campus. 
Ellen grew up in West De Pere and attended St. Joseph School for grade school (which is now Our 

Lady of Lourdes Catholic School). She then went to St. Joseph Academy High School before going on to 

earn a degree in fine arts from Cardinal Stritch University in Milwaukee. 
When the previous art teacher at St. Clare Catholic School retired, Ellen stepped up to fill the 

opening. 
“Even though I hadn’t taught before, I had a lot of knowledge and I knew the kids because my 

children went there,” she said. “So it was a win-win situation, and I’m glad I took the job. I was a little 
apprehensive at first because I didn’t have any teaching experience, but I know the subject matter very 

well and I enjoy it. I love teaching the kids all about art.” 
Ellen said teaching art is “my passion.” 
“I love drawing. I love painting. I love teaching the kids about different concepts and expanding their 

imagination in different lessons,” she added. “And I like to incorporate our Catholic faith into some of our 

projects. That makes it even more special.” 
Indeed, Catholic education has been important to the entire Diny family, as all four of their children 

went to St. Mary Catholic School and/or St. Clare Catholic School. Their children include Hailey, a 

college graduate who is in the workforce; Madeline, who works at St. Clare Catholic School as a 

preschool aide; Sam, a 2021 graduate of St. Norbert College; and Joseph, who attends Notre Dame 
Academy in Green Bay. 

Ellen and Roger said they are proud to be members of St. Clare Catholic Parish. 
“Right from when we got married, St. Mary was always very welcoming to me,” Ellen said. “We’ve 

gotten to know some wonderful families here through our kids and through our church. I’ve made some 

really good friendships. I can’t imagine going anywhere else. St. Clare is home to us.” 
Roger and Ellen enjoy gardening and supporting their children’s activities. Ellen also likes to cook, 

bake and work on projects around the house. 
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