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Life in Christ at St. Clare Catholic Parish

Caring For Our Sacred Places
What do we see all around us at
this time of year? Orange cones—
and lots of them! Summer in Wisconsin means construction season—
new roads are going in, existing
roads are being improved, homes
are being built or renovated, new
businesses and schools are being
constructed and many others are
expanding and improving.
Here at St. Clare Parish, construction season is upon us, as well.
Quite a number of building improvements and changes are in the
works—and many of them are badly
needed.
Let’s take a minute to answer
some of the common questions regarding our project planning.
How can we afford this?
Thanks to the generosity of our
parishioners, we are working to
maintain and improve our parish
buildings and properties. A number
of our congregants have been regularly contributing to our ongoing
Buildings and Grounds fund. There
were also some significant funds
contributed to the one by One Campaign through the Diocese of Green
Bay for use in maintaining our parish facilities. We sincerely thank
you for caring about our Sacred
Places of worship!
Where can I find more
information?
To learn more about the projects
coming up between now and next
spring, please visit our website, and
look for the “Stewardship of Sacred
Places” insert under Quick Info/
Bulletins and News. Our overall De-

ferred Maintenance and Improvement (DMI) Plan can also be found
on the website under “DMI Plan.”
To see the progress on the projects underway, watch the Buildings
and Grounds page of this newsletter
each month for highlights and pictures.
How can I help?
Many of our projects will be assisted by parish volunteers. You
don’t have to be a carpenter, electrician or plumber to assist. Maybe
you enjoy sanding, painting, staining,
landscaping, picking up the yard, researching, or just helping out where
ever there is a need. Whatever it is
you enjoy, we can find a place for
your skills. Just call the Parish Office
and let Lisa know of your interest.
And if I have concerns?
For any questions or concerns
regarding our maintenance projects,
please call the Parish Office and ask
for Lisa or Fr. Brian. We are happy to
address any questions you have.
How will these changes enhance
my spiritual life?
We strive to create a vibrant
Catholic faith community in our parish. It is all about being good neighbors to those around us in our
shared love of God. Taking pride in
our parish buildings, and caring for
these holy places is a part of being
that living faith community. We are
teaching our High School Discipleship
Formation groups about living a confirmed Catholic life and participating
in the faith community. Being involved in the parish is a great example for all those around us!
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Confessional Remodel in Greenleaf
The remodeling of the Greenleaf confessional is well underway. This work is needed to meet the
needs of Safe Environment requirements. It will also improve accessibility and comfort—the very tiny space on the penitent side causes difficulty for parishioners. The confessional will be made deeper,
which requires the removal of the back pew on that side of the church. The wall and screen between
the penitent and priest will be reconfigured, as well, to allow for a face-to-face confession or the option
of anonymity through the use of a horizontal blind.

Parking Lot Crater
Removal in Greenleaf
A large crater had formed in the
Greenleaf parking lot, approximately 21/2 feet in diameter. This crater had become a safety hazard for both pedestrians and drivers alike, with the outer edges up nearly 4 inches above the grade.
To see what was pushing the asphalt
up, an excavator was brought in to
dig a little deeper into the situation.
A large concrete cylinder was pulled
out from under the asphalt. The
hole was then filled in, and covered
with asphalt cold patch.
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
St. Clare Catholic School Lower Level Upgrades
The lower level of St. Clare School has been cleared out as
we prepare for a refresh. The ceiling will be redone and refinished, walls will be repainted, storage areas will be reworked
for better usage, and the lighting will be updated to the more
efficient LED format.
Special thanks to the school families and staff, and the
Buildings and Grounds Team members who took time out to
help get the school ready for this project. If you are sorry you
missed this fun and fruitful evening—don’t worry, there will be
an opportunity in late July to help us reconfigure and set up
the lower level in preparation for the start of school.

Window Covering Replacement and Exterior Trim Painting at Greenleaf
The protective coverings over the stained glass windows at Greenleaf have seen better days. The caulk is failing, the
plexiglass has sustained some pretty hefty wear, and very visible cracks have formed after 30+ years in service. The exterior trim paint is also flaking and worn away in many places. It is time for some very needed maintenance.
You may have seen the scaffolding on the east side of the church as the Buildings and Grounds Team assesses the
scope of this project. This includes determining the best way to configure the replacement coverings, researching the
appropriate grade of plexiglass, adding vents to allow for air circulation to prevent greenhouse effect damage, and quoting the materials and equipment needed.
The exterior trim will be scraped, prepped, and repainted to protect the wood from damage and additional wear. The
current dark brown trim will be changing to a cream color. As you can see from the historical photo on the far right below, cream was the original trim color in earlier days, and gives the church a different glow.
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St. Clare Parishioner Spotlight — Maxine Beach
After faithfully serving St. Clare
Catholic Parish for more than a decade, parish secretary Maxine Beach
is preparing to retire at the end of
June.
“What I’m going to miss the
most is helping the people of the
parish I’ve gotten to know so well
and communicated with so often,”
she said. “I am grateful to have had
the opportunity to get to know so
many people, especially after not
knowing anyone at all when I first
joined the parish.
“The people of St. Clare Parish
have truly inspired me. And it means

She attended Catholic grade school
through eighth grade before moving on
to Marathon High School.
Her family attended Sacred Heart of
Jesus in the town of Cassel. “Faith was
something instilled in us at an early age,
and we participated in a lot of church
functions,” she said.
After graduating high school, Maxine started working at a factory in Edgar
in what was to be a summer job, but
lasted a bit longer. About a year later,
her mother encouraged her to pursue an
opportunity in broadcasting. So she
took classes at the Trans American
School of Broadcasting in Schofield and

a lot to me that so many people have
prayed for me over the past year and
continue to ask me how I’m doing
(after her diagnosis of a rare form of
leukemia).”
Maxine is in remission from
leukemia and looking forward to
enjoying retirement with her husband, Lee. They regularly attend
Mass at the St. Mary Church location in Greenleaf, where they live.
Maxine was born and raised 15
miles southwest of Wausau on a
dairy farm “so I can relate to the
area here because we helped with
everything on the farm when I was
growing up.” She’s the fourth-oldest
of 10 children in her family.

landed a job at a small radio station in
Tomahawk, Wis., that played “beautiful
music.” For a while, Maxine also had
her own hour-long radio program. Maxine eventually transitioned to a job in
Eau Claire, where she worked in the
sales department for an AM/FM radio
station. She then moved to the Fox Cities area and continued working in sales,
this time for WLUK Channel 11 TV.
In 1991, while living in the Fox
Cities, she met Lee through an ad in
The Post-Crescent newspaper. Lee was
working at St. Norbert College, and
Maxine and Lee got married in 1993 at
Old St. Joseph Church on the college
campus.
“It was kind of funny,” Maxine reThe Light Post—Page 4

called. “It was in the summer, and we
were socializing after the wedding
ceremony. And because the Packers
had their training camp at St. Norbert
College, all of a sudden here comes
all the team players and Mike
Holmgren and Brett Favre walking
through the wedding party to get to
their dinner. My nieces and everybody were trying to get autographs.”
Maxine left the TV station in
1996 and then worked for a recruiting company in Appleton. In 2000,
she started her own recruiting business for about 10 years. The couple
moved to Greenleaf in fall 2005 and
shortly thereafter joined what is now
St. Clare Catholic Parish.
In 2010, Maxine heard the parish
was looking for a part-time secretary
so she eagerly joined the parish staff
under Fr. Dennis Bergsbaken.
“I thought, ‘Hey, I could do
that,’” Maxine said. “When I worked
at the radio station in Tomahawk I
was sort of a one-person office staff
way back in the early 1970s. I
thought working at the parish would
be interesting and something close to
home. I learned everything you need
to know about taking care of a parish
office and Sacramental records.”
When Maxine started there were
two other part-time parish secretaries
and they all shared similar duties.
But within the first year, the two other parish secretaries moved on so
Maxine was elevated to full-time
status — a role she has held ever
since.
“One of the things I’ve always
liked the most is interacting with parishioners and helping them,” she
said. “I think it was a wonderful
blessing to get this job — having not
known a soul out here when we
moved to Greenleaf. It was a wonderful way to get to know the community. I’ve been so impressed with
the community because it has a
strong family-based feel and there’s
such a strong Catholic faith. I really
like that. I feel like there couldn’t
have been a better job for me to
find.”

(Continued on page 5)

St. Clare Parishioner Spotlight — Maxine Beach (cont’d)
(Continued from page 4)

Maxine’s job has involved answering calls, scheduling Mass intentions, processing money given on
Sundays, producing weekly bulletins
and handling general office duties.
She also served as a sacristan, lector
and Eucharistic minister. And in previous years she worked closely with
liturgical ministers.
“I met with people in the best of
times and the saddest of times, and I
wanted them to leave the office with
a little blessing,” she said. “So I created a sign and taped it to the front
door. It says, ‘Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is with

you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
“I’m going to be 70 in June, so I
just thought now is a good time to
retire,” she said.
Over the past few months Maxine has been training fellow parishioner Lisa Kohlman to handle her
duties when the transition occurs.
With the onset of COVID and her
leukemia diagnosis, Maxine has
worked remotely for much of the
past year (she was able to return to
the office in May). “I want to especially thank Theresa, Kelly and Anne
who helped cover my on-site duties
while I worked from home before,
during and after treatment last year,”
she said.

Maxine and Lee plan to continue living in Greenleaf, participating at Mass, looking to retirement
adventures and planning family
trips. They enjoy the serenity of
their wooded property, feeding
birds, watching wildlife and caring
for their trio of pets, including two
cats and an Australian terrier.
“I’m looking forward to retirement,” she said. “I’m a project girl
— I like working on all kinds of
projects around the house. I’ve always got something going on —
refinishing furniture, gardening,
just a lot of different activities. So
I’ll be staying busy.”

St. Clare Church Picnic Committee Announcement—
August 29 at the Greenleaf Fireman’s Park
Please mark your calendars for the 2021 St. Clare Parish Church Picnic! This
event will be held at the Greenleaf Fireman’s Park on Sunday, August 29. The day
will begin with an outdoor Mass at 10:00 AM.
Join us at the park for food, beverages, desserts, farmers market, kid’s games,
crafts, raffles, entertainment, silent auction, possibly a live auction —and a whole lot
of FUN! Say a little prayer for good weather to enhance the joy.
The Picnic Committee is looking for some help in a few areas. Please think about
teaming up with a friend or neighbor to lend a hand for a successful picnic day.
We can’t wait to see you there!

We Reached Our 2021
Bishop’s Appeal Goal!
Thank you!
Thank you to all who so generously contributed to help us reach our 2021 Bishop’s Appeal goal. This
funding supports some very needed programs and services for the people of northeast Wisconsin through the
Diocese of Green Bay. It is wonderful to have this accomplished already in June! THANK YOU!
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St. Clare Discipleship Formation
Register your kids today for
a special summer program Celebrating the Son!
See the back page of this
newsletter for details!
First Communion

Confirmation

Registration for the 2021-2022 program is now available
Look for the links on the parish website under the Education tab

Summer 2021 Youth Gatherings
About St. Clare Youth Discipleship
Formation Houses:
All youth registered in our High School
program gather once a month to foster community, to provide accountability in the practice of the faith, to lend a sense of identity
and belonging, and to provide a space of mutual support. The House is about learning to
live discipleship….in community, sharing faith
and life among supportive peers.
Monthly sessions might include: prayer,
educational discussions, Holy Hours, visiting
nursing homes, neighborhood activities, local
mission trips, providing liturgical ministries,
among many other possibilities.
All youth are also strongly encouraged to
participate in an individualized “Track” allowing the young adult to put their faith into action while taking part in everyday activities
that are of interest to them individually. For
complete information on our High School Program, please visit: stclareagw.org/df912.

For more information or to reserve your spot
please use the following sign-up genius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B054DA4AB2EA7FE3-summer











Our Lady of Good Help and UWGB Campus
Ministry – June 29
Summer Fun – June 30 or July 28
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral/National Shrine
of St. Joseph – July 13
Church Deep Clean-up – July 17 or August 9
College Life & Campus Ministry – July 19
Movie & Discussion – July 26 or August 23
Mass and Social – July 31 or August 28
About the Mass – August 3
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral First
Friday Mass and Tour – August 6
Prayer in Nature – August 12
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St. Clare School
Please consider a Catholic education for
your child. St. Clare Catholic School is
still accepting registrations for the 20212022 school year! We have openings in
every grade. Please plan a visit with
Principal Julie Hubbard to learn more
about our school.
Tuition grants are available!

The end of the School year brings lots of fun activities
The swingset is a popular recess activity!

Meet the Principals for the Day for both 2020 and
2021—they were hard at work.
The Bay Beach Field Trip is always a wonderful day
for our families! So many things to enjoy!

Field Day 2021—lots of
outdoor fun, and a few
water activities, too!
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Return Service Requested

REGISTER YOUR KIDS TODAY !!
Join us for 1 week or all 4 weeks
Celebrating the Son
The sessions are independent but will
July 14 - 21 - 28 & August 4

build on one another

10:15 am – 12:30 pm in Greenleaf

The program is geared for children
entering Grade 1 - Grade 5

•

Learn about the Mass and Eucha-

There is NO COST to attend –

ristic Adoration

Please register with the form below,
or call the Parish Office.

•

Enjoy Fun and Games

Child’s Name: ______________________________________

My child will attend:

Entering Grade: _______

_____ July 14

Parent’s Name: _____________________________________

_____ July 21

Email: _____________________________________________

_____ July 28

Phone: ____________________________________________

_____ August 4
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