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N O M A S S O B L I G AT I O N
Because of the current pandemic, Bishop Ricken has lifted the obligation to attend Mass. This goes for Sundays, Christmas, Holy Days

It’s been quite a year, and so I
hope this Christmas brings you
much hope, peace of mind,
faith in your soul, and love in
your heart.
As the song goes, “We need a
little Christmas right now!”
Amen to that, and I pray you
have a truly good one.

Fr. Brian

of Obligation, and so on.
Still, going to church on Christmas or Christmas Eve is a tradition
that many of us cherish.
This year, we really have no idea how many people will be at the
Christmas Masses. But, in order to prepare because of the pandemic, you’ll find in this newsletter information about the Christmas Masses and what to expect, if you decide to come in person.
If you have any questions, please do call the parish office at (920)
864-2550.

ONLINE MASS
A Christmas Dinner Prayer
Lord of heaven and earth,
We join today with Christians past
and present to celebrate your
birth. Bind us together as one
family with your love. Thank you
for your sacrifice Lord. Today we
eat and give thanks for your birth,
life, death and resurrection. We
share this food, our lives and our
hearts with one another, in
memory of you, who live and
reign forever and ever.
Amen.

Since mid-March, Mass has been available for viewing and praying along with on the parish website. The Christmas Mass will
also be available online if you’d prefer that over coming in person
(Mass will be online by 3pm Christmas Eve). Just go to:

stclareagw.org
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve

3:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
Midnight

St Paul Wrightstown
St Mary Greenleaf
St Patrick Askeaton
St Mary Greenleaf

Christmas Day

9:00 am

St Paul Wrightstown

M O D I F I C AT I O N S F O R T H I S Y E A R (-only, we hope!)
1. MASKS — While masks will be required, Bishop Ricken also requires pastors to make provisions for those
who are unable to wear masks, that we might all participate in the Mass. Please see the next page

2. SANTIZER — Bottles of hand sanitizer will be at each entrance of church. While you’re welcome to use
your own sanitizer, feel free to use what’s out by the entrances.

3. EVERY OTHER PEW IS OPEN — When you arrive at church, you’ll see that only every other pew is open for
seating. This is to help with physical distancing while at Mass.

4. OVERFLOW SEATING — Rather than putting out more chairs in church as we usually do, this year we’ll
have overflowing seating in another area (to help with physical distancing while at Mass).
If you attend 3:00pm Mass in Wrightstown, overflow seating will be in the church hall downstairs.
If you attend 5:00pm Mass in Greenleaf, overflow seating will be in the parish center cafeteria.
If you attend Mass in Askeaton, overflow seating will be in the church hall downstairs.
(The Midnight Mass and Christmas Day Mass will not have overflow seating)

Mass will be projected to the overflow seating area, with Deacon Ken presiding in the overflow
area and distributing Communion.
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MASKS AND MASS

WHAT DO I DO?

Bishop has stated: “The wearing of masks
is mandatory at Masses celebrated throughout our diocese and as your shepherd I am
asking you to do so. I am also requiring that
pastors and pastoral leaders make
“provision” on Church premises for those
who cannot wear a mask for health reasons
(or other serious reasons) to attend Mass and
receive Holy Communion.”
The wearing of masks at St Clare has been
required since the governor’s order of July
30th. However, like Bishop—and in compliance with the governor’s order—we have
acknowledged that some people cannot wear
masks, and the proper response is, as the
governor’s faq sheet says, to do “Nothing.
Just wear your mask and stay six feet away.”
However, in response to Bishop’s request
that a “provision” be made for those who
cannot wear masks, St Clare Parish will make
this modification: Those of us who are unable to wear a mask will be asked to sit in
the front sections of pews (and/or in the rear
of church if handicapped necessities make it
easier to sit closer to the elevator).
On the floor of church, along the side and
center aisles, you will see three symbols: the
Alpha, the Omega, and the Chi-Rho (all symbols for Christ):

The wearing of masks is both personal and communal. And, as we’ve likely
experienced, it’s a particularly “tender” subject with many people. It’s why,
even under the continuing masking order by the governor, and our own
Bishop’s request that the faithful wear masks, we approach it prudently and
charitably. The question comes up: What do I do, and how do I react, if I either
see someone not wearing a mask or someone wearing a mask? Do I chide that
person? Do I judge that person? Do I approach them about it? The answer is:
no, no, and no.
Rather, we follow the lead of both our governor and bishop. Bishop states
that “provision” must be made for those unable to wear a mask. And the governor’s faq sheet that accompanies the July 30th masking order states that, in
response to others, we do: “Nothing. Some people have conditions or circumstances that would make wearing a cloth face covering difficult or dangerous.
Just wear your mask and stay six feet away." The same faq sheet states that
“No one should have to endure harassment, for any reason.”
So what do I do in response to people’s ability or inability to wear a mask at
Mass (or in general)? Nothing...short of treating them with kindness and neighborliness as you normally would. Just wear your mask and practice good social
distancing.

The pews which are forward of these symbols will be reserved for those of us who are
unable to wear a mask.

The pews which are behind these symbols
will be reserved for those of us who are able
to wear a mask.
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Wishing You
a Christmas of Faith,
Hope & Love ~

