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Ever since she began teaching more than 20 years ago, Patti Crooks has felt right at home in 

Catholic schools. 
“Initially, I was hired to teach third grade in a Catholic school, although I had also applied 

for many jobs in the public schools as well,” she said. “I soon learned that it was the right place 

for me, because I love the smaller school environment. And getting to share my faith and 

celebrate the special holidays and seasons in a Catholic environment was the right fit for me. 

Now I can’t imagine teaching anywhere else.” 
Patti is in her second year teaching here at St. Clare Catholic School. Last year she taught 

3K, and this year she teaches both 3K and 4K, which encompasses 21 students. She also assisted 

as a substitute teacher last year, helping her become acquainted with students and teachers 

throughout the school. 

She has received rave reviews this school year for her hard work in transforming the school 

cafeteria into an appealing, stimulating learning environment for her students. Those efforts stem 

from her strong belief in her faith and school community. 
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“I love that … we can share our faith and love of Jesus with our students,” Patti said. “We 

can celebrate Mass together as a school community and grow in our faith together. I love that it 

is a small, more tight-knit and family-oriented environment where I can get to know the students’ 

families and school feels like a big family.” 

Patti’s positive approach mirrors her students’ exuberance. 
“I really love the joy and enthusiasm that preschoolers bring to the classroom every day,” she 

said. “Everything we do is fun and exciting to a preschooler, and I just love that energy! I love 

being able to see such tremendous growth and learning in each child throughout the year, and I 

cannot imagine teaching anything else right now!” 
Patti describes her teaching style as “very hands-on,” with students experiencing things 

through their five senses. Preschoolers are learning the basics of getting along with others, 

listening and following directions, as well as learning independence and problem-solving skills, 

she added. 
“Instead of telling, I would prefer that students do,” Patti said. “Through a variety of projects, 

through playing with toys, building with blocks, painting, drawing, singing, dancing and sharing 

things that they do with each other they are learning about the world around them and how things 

work. I love a busy, active classroom.” 
Patti’s desire to serve as a teacher dates back to elementary school. In particular, she recalls 

her fourth-grade teacher and a variety of fun learning experiences. 

Patti pursued her goal of becoming a teacher at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, where 

she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education (preschool to grade 6) and 

minor in Language Arts (grades 1-6). 
Her first teaching position was at Holy Angels (now Holy Spirit) in Darboy from 1999-2000. 

She also taught at St. Pius X in Appleton, Holy Family School in Green Bay, and St. Joseph 

School in Green Bay. 

“Since I started teaching in 1999, I have definitely grown in my confidence and knowledge 

about children and teaching just by having a variety of experiences at a variety of grade levels 

and in a variety of schools,” Patti said. “I feel like having all of those teaching experiences has 

helped me to understand children and their development at all ages. 
“Becoming a mom in 2009 and now having 11-year-old children (twins Gabriel and Molly) 

has also made me a better teacher in that I have the perspective of not just the classroom teacher, 

but also as a mom.” 
Patti grew up in Appleton and went to St. Mary Catholic Church. She and her husband, Paul, 

have been married for 17 years. Patti enjoys reading, crafts and working in the garden, as well as 

spending time with her family watching movies or taking road trips. 
Patti also noted she has always had an interest in St. Bernadette, “most especially in her 

seeing Marian apparitions and having that experience as a young girl,” she said. “I think she is 

fascinating and so lucky to have been chosen to see those apparitions.” 
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