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Re-Survey Check In
It’s been almost two years
since we did the parish “re-survey”
about our buildings. Since then, not
too much has been said about them.
And so, an update on how the
survey results are playing out would
be helpful.
As you’ll remember, 62% of
the 459 respondents favored upgrades to our existing churches, as
opposed to building a new church.
With that in mind, a 5-Year
Deferred Maintenance and Improvement (DMI) Plan was drawn up.
The intent of the DMI is to make the
upgrades doable, both financially
and physically, for parishioners.
Some might wonder why
any work on our churches is necessary, but upkeep is simply part of
the reality of owning buildings.
(Upkeep and maintenance would be
unavoidable ongoing expenses of a
new church building, too.) So, it’s
never been an option to not do work
on our churches. And, indeed, the
ability of any parish to maintain its
buildings is part of what keeps a
parish open and active.
To date, over $135,000 has
been given by parishioners toward
the implementation of the 2018 “resurvey”. This is being achieved
through contributions to the diocesan One-by-One Campaign and
through the second collection at all
weekend Masses.
Taking into
account this $135,000, the DMI Plan
envisions an additional average
annual need of $206,000 for the next
five years to meet the maintenance
and upgrade needs of our churches
and school. This is over and above
our basic annual operational costs.

Life in Christ at St. Clare Catholic Parish

One building not mentioned
in the DMI is the existing Parish
Center in Greenleaf (the old
St. Mary School). 63% of survey
respondents did not support upgrades to this building. However,
53% of respondents also did not
support building a new Parish
Center. In short, parishioners opted
to do nothing with the parish offices
and RE Center.

This, however, poses a problem, as the existing Parish Center
has some significant issues (e.g.,
foundation, roof, heating, windows)
which, if left unaddressed, make
continued occupancy of the building
unfeasible.
While we are not in favor of
putting money into the existing
Parish Center, we also don’t have
the choice of remaining there while
ignoring the issues noted above.
Because of this, for the past year, the
Parish Staff has been doing a feasibility study on the notion of “moving
out of” the existing Parish Center—
this would include the offices, RE,
and any and all activities and groups
currently using the building.
At present, we are considering our options. We hope to have
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our information gathering completed in the next month so we can have
some hard facts and figures to work
with, and to share with the parish
community. Regardless of whether
we stay at the current Parish Center
or move out of it, there will be a cost
involved. Our desire is to make the
most financially responsible, and
most ministerially advantageous
decision we can regarding the Parish
Center.
I hope this update on the
implementation of the 2018
re-survey is helpful to you. As you
can see, we have a good start, but are
still a ways away from fully implementing the desire of parishioners
(or, rather, a significant majority of
parishioners who responded to the
survey). I’ve maintained since I
arrived at Saint Clare that, regarding
the buildings, I’m fine with doing
what a significant majority of
parishioners want—as long as there
is the financial support from parishioners to back that wish. Time will
tell if the support is there.
If you have any questions or
thoughts on any of this, please feel
free to contact me. I’m always
happy to sit and talk with you!
Blessings,

Check out the new
“Dear Saint Clare”
column on Page 2!

As our Lenten Journey continues, keep in mind these
invitations to experience Lent in new ways.
All singers invited to sing
for Triduum!
Triduum practices:
Monday nights in Wrightstown @
6:00pm starting March 9th, 16th, 23rd
& April 6th. Possible practice March 30th, if needed

Easter Sunday practices for Belles & Mixed Choirs:

Practice for both Choirs will be held together on:
Wednesday, March 4th, in Wrightstown @ 6:00pm
Wednesday, March 25th, in Greenleaf @ 6:00pm
Tuesday, March 31st, in Wrightstown @ 6:00pm
Wednesday, April 8th, in Greenleaf @ 6:00pm
On Easter Sunday,
Belles Choir sings at the 8:00am Mass, Greenleaf
Mixed Choir sings at the 10:00am Mass, Wrightstown

St. Clare School Shadow Station Presentations
Wednesday, April 8th
Don’t miss this symbolic depiction of Jesus’ journey to
Calvary presented by the students of St. Clare School. Two
performances will be given, one in the afternoon at 1:30pm
and then in the evening at 6:00pm.

Join us as we journey with
Jesus during Holy Week and
Celebrate His Resurrection on Easter
Holy Triduum Services—April 9th-12th
Holy Thursday, April 9th
• 8:00am—Morning Prayer, Wrightstown
• 8:30am—Confessions, Wrightstown
• 7:00pm—Mass of the Lord’s Supper,
Wrightstown
• 8:30-10:00pm—Eucharistic Adoration,
•
Greenleaf & Wrightstown
Good Friday, April 10th
• 8:00am—Morning Prayer, Greenleaf
• 8:30-9:00am—Confessions
• 3:00pm—Celebration of the Passion of the Lord,
Wrightstown
• 4:00-7:00pm—Silent Prayer before the Cross,
all Churches
• 7:00pm—Stations of the Cross at all Churches
Holy Saturday, April 11th
• 8:00am—Morning Prayer, Askeaton
• 8:30-9:00am—Confessions, Askeaton
• 8:30pm—Easter Vigil Mass, Wrightstown
Easter Sunday—April 12th
8:00am Mass @ Greenleaf
9:00am Mass @ Askeaton
10:00am Mass @ Wrightstown

Dear Saint Clare...
Dear Saint Clare,
I heard that the parish sold the riverfront land
behind the church in Wrightstown. What happened?
Signed,

Puzzled
Dear Puzzled,
The parish has not sold any land. The
village is doing work along the river,
which the village has the right-of-way to
do. But, no, no land has been sold (nor
are we even looking at selling).
Thank you,
Fr. Brian

Dear Saint Clare,
I wasn’t able to attend the last Quarterly
Exchange meeting, but I heard that the parish is planning to tear down the old school
building in Greenleaf. That’s news to me!
Signed,

involved razing the old school
building. I invite you to read my
letter in this month’s Light Post
for more information.
Thank you,
Fr. Brian

Raised I. Brow
Dear Raised I. Brow,
That’s news to me, too! At the
Quarterly Exchange it was shared
that we’re looking at ways to move
out of the building. A few options
were shared, but none of them
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St. Clare Parishioner Spotlight—Fran & Diane Mader
Retirement hasn’t slowed Fran
and Diane Mader’s commitment to
St. Clare Parish.
“We love doing whatever we can
to help the parish,” said Diane, a
member of the Care Ministry program.
“There is such a rich parish history,
and the people are giving. It’s really
nice to be part of that.”
Fran, a member of the choir and
Finance Committee, added that the
couple also enjoys supporting St. Clare
Catholic School.
“I was educated in Catholic
institutions in grade school, high
school and college, so we appreciate
the privilege of helping support Catholic education at St. Clare,” he said.
The Maders, who retired 12 years
ago and live in Wrightstown, have
been St. Clare parishioners for about 15
years.
Fran was raised near Darboy,
where he attended Holy Angels
Church (now called Holy Spirit). He
went on to attend Sacred Heart
Seminary from 1966 to 1972. Meanwhile, Diane grew up in the Green Bay
area and was raised Lutheran.
Fran and Diane were married in
1991 at Holy Angels Church and began
living in De Pere. Fr. Bob Kabat, who
presided over the wedding, and Fran
were classmates at Sacred Heart
Seminary.
In 2002, Fran and Diane moved to
Wrightstown and within about three
years had transitioned to attending
what is now St. Clare Parish. Diane
converted to Catholicism in 2007, and
they retired in 2008.
“I converted because I wanted to
have the same faith as Fran,” said
Diane, noting Fr. Bob was instrumental in providing spiritual guidance
throughout that process. “Lutheran
and Catholicism are quite similar. So,
to me, converting wasn’t a big ‘ah-ha!’
moment. It was more because I was
going to church so much with Fran,
and I became very comfortable with
the church.”
Diane said they were working so

much in their careers that “when we
retired we looked forward to being
more a part of the community, and
the parish community, in particular.”
Fran is in his second year on the
Finance Committee; he also served
on other parish committees in previous years. On Monday mornings he
participates in Deacon Ken Kabat’s
Bible Study meetings.
And he
recently joined the parish’s Knights
of Columbus.
Fran also sings in the choir (and
funeral choir) and cantors occasionally.
“I feel music helps bring our

serving as a member of the program.
“Care Ministry is fabulous, because it has really brought together
caring people from all of our sites
who go out and provide a listening
presence to those in our parish who
are no longer able to actively come
to church,” she said.
Diane said program members are
visiting about 15 parishioners.
“It has been wonderfully worthwhile for the parishioners we visit,”
she said, “and it means just as much,
sometimes even more, to the people
who are part of the program going

parish even closer together,” he said.
“Music brings talent from multiple
sites together as one. With Fr. Brian
(Wideman), I appreciate how the
services have really been enhanced
with music, in particular.”
Meanwhile, Diane remains active
with the Care Ministry program,
which she helped create about eight
years ago. She served as the program
coordinator since its inception
before recently passing the baton to
fellow parishioners while still

out to visit them.”
Diane also is an avid quilter,
often donating quilts for fundraising
endeavors. And she supports the
school whenever possible; recently
she spent several days assisting with
an art project.
Fran and Diane have a daughter,
Andrea, and son-in-law, Dom, and
two grandchildren, Ivan and Katya.
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St. Clare School
Thank you to everyone who
attended Feasting for Funds at
Van Abel’s in February. What a joy
it is to see the special relationship
we ha ve a s a pa rish a nd sc h ool
family! Thanks, also, to Van Abel’s
restaurant for being such a welcoming
host.

Mally’s Spare Time on
Saturday and Sunday,
March 14th and 15th
from 11am - 4pm. There
is a $5 Cheeseburger and Fries
special on Saturday and bowling for
$1 on Sunday. How generous of the
DeCleene Family to donate 10% of
all sales to St. Clare School both
days.

Wisconsin School Choice offers

FREE TUITION for families who
qualify. Please go to https://
dpi.wi.gov/sms/choice-programs if
you’re curious to see if your family is
eligible. We will be holding a meeting on Monday, March 23rd, in
the school basement for interested families. Also, please feel free
to contact Julie Hubbard at
jhubbard@stclareagw.org with
questions or to schedule a tour.

Our Pre-K Children Participate in a MULTITUDE of Activities!
Morning Circle Time
Literacy Activities
Math Activities

Science Exploration Centers
Themed Activities
Reading Buddies

Art, Music & Physical Education Classes
Social Studies Lessons
Christ-Centered Character Building
Lessons

Numerous Individual, Small & Large
Group Activities
Indoor Free Play Time & Outdoor Recess
& Activities

Weekly Mass (4K)

SAVE THE DATE:
This year’s $10,000 Raffle will be held on Friday, May 1st, at the
Swan Club in De Pere! Tickets go on sale this week!! Get yours from a
St. Clare School family or the Parish Office.
First prize is $10,000, Second Prize is $1,000 and Third Prize is $250!

Each $25.00 Ticket enters you in the Cash Drawing and also admits you in to
the Raffle for a buffet dinner, refreshments and plenty of action! There’s the
Silent Auction and Live Auctions (with Bill Jartz), Instant and Bucket Raffles.
The Raffle Committee is still in need of volunteers to help with this event.
Donations to the Auctions or Raffles are also being accepted, consider joining
with another family/families to donate as a group!
Need more information? Contact Kari Besel @ karibesel@yahoo.com.
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St. Clare Employee Spotlight—Theresa Reynders
Listening to Theresa Reynders
play the organ, it’s as if she has been
making music at St. Clare Parish her
entire life.
As it turns out, that’s pretty much
the case.

to playing for weddings and funerals.
“Truly, I really love what I do. I love
coming to work every single day.”
Theresa’s parish roots run deep —
dating back to her baptism at St. Paul
Church.

Theresa, who grew up across the
street from St. Paul Church in
Wrightstown, has been playing
piano and organ at St. Clare Parish
ever since she first provided musical
accompaniment for weekly school
Masses as a fifth-grade student more
than 40 years ago.
“This whole place is like home to
me — it always has been,” said Theresa, who still plays the organ at school
Masses. “I know all the ins and outs
of (St. Paul Church). The church, the
parish, they’re like my second family.”
Theresa is nearing her two-year
anniversary as Coordinator of Music
and Liturgy for St. Clare Parish.
Her responsibilities for all three
church sites include planning Masses;
selecting music; organizing choir
practices; aligning schedules for
ushers, servers, lectors and sacristans;
keeping inventory; ordering items;
and much more.
“For the three sites it can
get pretty crazy, but I love it,” said
Theresa, who also serves as the main
organist for all three sites, in addition

Because Theresa lived across the
street from St. Paul and her grandparents Matilda and Elzear Klister
frequently were there cleaning it from
top to bottom, “I was always over there
too,” she said. “I kind of grew up in the
church because (Theresa and her two
siblings) were always with them.”
Theresa’s family, under the guidance of parents Gary and Myrna Ebert,
religiously attended church functions
throughout her upbringing. Her uncle
was the late Msgr. Roy Klister.
Theresa began taking piano lessons
from Mrs. Roebke in second grade, and
three years later she found herself playing a small organ at the front of church
during Masses for St. Paul School (now
called St. Clare School).
“I don’t think I was nervous because I was always in that church anyway,” she said. “I felt right at home.”
While attending Wrightstown
High School, Theresa played organ for
the girls’ choir.
“That’s when I started playing on
the big organ upstairs (at St. Paul),” she
said. “I hadn’t had any organ lessons,
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so that was a little challenging
going from piano to the big organ.”
During her high school years,
Theresa often walked to church to
practice piano.
“Grandpa would come and sit
and read the newspaper while I
practiced,” she said. “And I think
the reason I kept doing it was for
(her grandparents). It meant so
much to them that I played piano,
and I enjoyed that. They were
always telling me how proud they
were and how happy they were.
“And I’ve kept playing piano
because I still really like it.”
Theresa continued playing
piano and organ after high school,
and in 1987 she married Mike
Reynders at St. Paul Church.
The couple has three adult
daughters: Anna, Rachel and Erin.
When her children were students
at St. Mary School, Theresa
worked as the school cook in
addition to helping on the farm
where she and Mike still live in
Greenleaf.
Theresa said her role as Coordinator of Music and Liturgy is
near and dear to her heart.
“I like to add to what people
get out of Mass through the music
— that’s really important to me,”
she said.
Theresa also “loves” choir
practice, saying, “I like teaching
them new things. Like if they can
get the alto down with the
descant, I’m all excited. Just ask
them, they’ll tell you.”
One of Theresa’s favorite
songs is “Bread of Angels.”
“That song reminds me of grandma and grandpa,” she said. “For
their 50th anniversary, they
wanted to hear that song so I
played it, and a friend of theirs
sang it, and it was so neat.”

Parish Welcome Team
Introducing the St. Clare “Welcome
Team”: Deacon Mike Madden, Jen
Buechel, Jen and Mike Van Helvoirt,
Judy Ward, Peggy Fritsch and
Kristin Stelzer.
In order to become a welcoming
faith community, we are beginning a
trial process involving several
elements:
 “pew cards” with basic parish
facts and an opportunity to
request further information.
 Welcome Visit by a member of
the Welcome Team to connect
with new member and give

them a chance to ask about
different programs, offerings,
and ministry opportunities. This visit will include
certain gifts from the parish
as well as a packet of parish
information.
Please see the next edition of
the Parish Newsletter for more
information, and feel free to
direct any questions to the
Welcome Team Email address:

welcometeam@stclareagw.org.

Sacrament of Baptism

Our next quarterly Baptism preparation session is set for Thursday, April 2nd, at
7:00 PM at the Greenleaf Office. Any new parents are required to attend one of
these sessions before the Baptism of their child. The sessions generally last less
than 90 minutes. We especially encourage new parents to attend while they are
still expecting.
Potential Godparents are welcome and we are happy to have the little ones
present, too. (Deacon Mike is a grandpa, too, and he loves it.) Please call the
Office or Deacon Mike Madden to sign-up.

Dear Saint Clare…(Continued from Page 2)
Dear Saint Clare,
I’m really concerned about how much money
we’re putting into our buildings. Wouldn’t it
be better and wiser to close one or two to keep
our expenses low? The buildings are really
putting a drain on our finances and we can’t
keep this up. What’s your response?
Thank you,
Concerned
Dear Concerned,
Thank you for your question.
Actually what it costs to maintain and
operate our existing facilities is 7.9%
of our total budgeted expenses for the
year (or, if you want to look it another
way, it’s 8.0% of our budgeted gross
revenue). This is limited to expenses
like: utilities, insurance, and everyday
maintenance and repair (which we’d
have even with a new building). So,

what it costs to maintain and operate
our buildings is actually pretty
average, in comparison to the overall
annual budget.
What can become expensive is
the out-of-the-everyday costs associated with improvements to our buildings.
Those costs are in an entirely different
class. To keep them separate from
regular operating costs, Saint Clare
(and most any parish) has two budgets: the Operating Budget and a Capital Budget. The Operating Budget
handles the revenues and expenses
related to the “maintenance and operating” costs, whereas the Capital
Budget handles the revenues and
expenses related to any
“improvements” costs—and it’s
important to keep the two separate.
What funds the Operating
Budget are revenues such as: parish
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support, tuition, and fundraising.
What funds the Capital Budget are
revenues from: capital campaigns (the
One-by-One Campaign), the second
collection at all weekend Masses, and
any contributions made toward building projects. These Operating and
Capital revenues are kept separate
since they fund different activities.
So, while it will take some
healthy financial giving to support
improvements to our buildings, the everyday operational costs associated with
our buildings are actually a small
portion (8.0%) of what it takes to operate a parish and school. But that’s a
portion we’re more than capable of
handling.
I hope this helps,
Fr. Brian

GR
AS
WR

Easter Sunday

8:00 Mass
9:00 Mass
10:00 Mass

12

Palm Sunday

AS

29
1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

5

AS

22
1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

24
2:00 A Biblical Walk
Through Mass @
Parish Center, GR
6:00p Break Open the
WR
Word

6
8:45 Break Open
the Word WR
6:30 Forgiven
@ Wrightstown
Church
WR
(No Evening Adoration
or Confessions)

7
NO MASS
8-9:00a Adoration

30
31
8:45 Break Open 2:00 A Biblical Walk
WR
the Word
Through Mass @
6:30 Forgiven
Parish Center, GR
@ Wrightstown 6:00p Break Open the
WR
Church
Word

23
8:45 Break Open
the Word WR
6:30 Forgiven
@ Wrightstown
Church

16
17
8:45 Break Open 2:00 A Biblical Walk
WR
the Word
Through Mass @
6:30 Forgiven
Parish Center, GR
@ Wrightstown 6:00p Break Open the
WR
Church
Word

15
1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

AS

9
10
8:45 Break Open 2:00 A Biblical Walk
WR
the Word
Through Mass @
6:30 Forgiven
Parish Center, GR
@ Wrightstown 6:00p Break Open the
WR
Church
Word

8
7:45am 24-Hour Perpetual Adoration Ends
1:00 Living the
AS
Beatitudes

AS

2
3
8:45 Break Open 6:00p Break Open the
WR
WR
the Word
Word
6:30 Forgiven
@ Wrightstown
Church

1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

March 1

Tue

Mon

Sun

Thu

Holy Thursday
8:00 Morning Prayer WR
8:30-9a Confessions WR
7:00 Mass of the
Lord’s Supper WR
8:30-10:00 Adoration
@ GR & WR

9

Revelation Series will be held every
other week at 6:30pm in the home of
Bonnie Nockerts. To learn more, email:
bonnocke@gmail.com.

8
6:30 Adoration AS
7:00 Confession AS
AS
8:00 Mass
8:30 Stations of the
AS
Cross
1:30 & 6:00pm
Shadow Stations
WR

2
8:30 Stations of the 8:40 Stations of the
WR
Cross
AS
Cross
6:30 Follow Me @ Dcn.
Ken’s Home

April 1

25
26
8:30 Stations of the 8:40 Stations of the
WR
AS
Cross
Cross
6:30 Follow Me @ Dcn.
Ken’s Home

18
19
8:30 Stations of the 8:40 Stations of the
WR
AS
Cross
Cross
6:30 Follow Me @ Dcn.
Ken’s Home

11
12
8:30 Stations of the 8:40 Stations of the
WR
AS
Cross
Cross
6:30 Follow Me @ Dcn.
Ken’s Home

4
5
8:30 Stations of the 8:40 Stations of the
WR
AS
Cross
Cross
6:30 Follow Me @ Dcn.
Ken’s Home

Wed

2020 Lenten Offerings
7
8:00 24-Hour Perpetual
Adoration starting @
GR

Sat

11 Holy Saturday
8:00 Morning Prayer GR 8:00 Morning Prayer
8:30-9a Confessions GR
AS
3:00 Passion of the
8:30-9a Confessions AS
WR 8:30pm Easter Vigil
Lord Service
WR
4-7:00 All Churches
Mass
open for Prayer
7:00 Stations of the Cross
@ all Churches

10 Good Friday

3
4
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

27
28
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

20
21
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

13
14
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

6
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

Fri
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St. Clare Fish Fry

Fish Fry
at the
Rocky Top
Askeaton

at the Rocky Top
1710 Hill Road, Askeaton

Friday, March 27th, from 4:00-8:00pm
Serving Perch, Cod or Combo Plates.
Includes choice of Baked Potato or French Fries,
Cole Slaw & Homemade Bread.

$14.00 per plate or $8.00 Half Plate
Free Mac & Cheese plates for children 10 & Under
** Take-Out Orders Available

** Handicap Accessible

Purchase your Tickets in advance— they are available after all Masses this weekend, at the
Parish Office and Rocky Top through Sunday, March 22nd. For more details, call the
Parish Office (864-2550).
Check out the Silent Auction Baskets early—they will be on display at the Rocky Top
beginning March 21st.

Tuna Noodle Casserole
Ingredients
3 cups egg noodles, cooked & drained
1 tablespoon butter
1 small onion, diced
2 stalks celery, diced
2/3 cup frozen peas & carrots, defrosted
2 cans tuna (in water) 5-6 oz, drained
10.5 oz condensed mushroom soup
1/3 cup milk
1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded
1 tablespoon parsley

Crumb Topping
1/2 cup panko bread crumbs
1 tablespoon butter, melted
1/2 cup cheddar, shredded
1 tablespoon parsley, chopped

Instructions
Preheat oven to 375°F. Combine topping ingredients and set aside.
Boil noodles al dente according to package directions. Drain and rinse under cold water.
Cook onion and celery in butter until tender, about 5-7 minutes.
In a large bowl combine noodles, onion mixture, peas, soup, milk, cheese, tuna and parsley. Mix well.
Spread into a lightly greased 2qt. casserole dish and top with crumb topping.
Bake 25-30 minutes or until bubbly.

