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Missionary Council
at St. Clare
Dear Parishioners,
This past year, Bishop Ricken gave
us permission to do a 2-year experiment. The experiment: to try our
hand at a having a “Missionary
Council” rather than the usual
“Pastoral/Parish Council.” This
was in response to the needs of our
times to go out to share the gospel
in concrete ways.
To date we have seven members of
the council, and we’ve identified
four areas where intense evangelization work is needed:
• youth,
• the Latino community,
• the Mass/worship experience,
• and faith formation for adults.
Some concrete ways in which the
Missionary Council is beginning to
be active is: live-streaming the
Mass on the internet, forming
online discussion forums where
greater anonymity may be desired,
looking into an off-site location to
welcome those who may have reservations about approaching the
church per se, offering more internet-based faith formation opportunities for adults to fit around their
daily schedules, and supporting
the ongoing
revamp of our high
school Discipleship Formation
(RE) Program to ensure that faith

Life in Christ at St. Clare Catholic Parish

and life are in conversation with
each other.
The work of the Missionary
Council builds upon our Parish
Mission Planning and its focuses
on: the domestic church (faith life
at home), impact on the wider
community, vocations, and participation in the life of the parish.
Please pray for the council and its
work. And if you feel called to be
involved in this important work,
please contact me. I’d love to hear
from you.
Blessings in this New Year,

+
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Saint Clare Photo Books
Saint Clare is one of the few parishes
to have a photo book of the art and
architecture present in its churches.
This book was newly published at
the end of December 2019, and is
available for purchase through the
parish office (all proceeds go to help
fund buildings and grounds needs).
It is a 150-page, hardcover book
which takes a person through the
experience of each of our churches:
from the exterior, to the bell towers,
to the front doors, and through all
the sights one would encounter. The
book is a wonderful way to appreciate our churches anytime, anywhere.
Sample pages can be found at
stclareagw.org. Additionally, copies
are available for viewing at each
church and the Parish Office.
The purchase price is $30.

St. Clare School Spotlight
Many schools are closer to
Cathy DeGroot’s home in the Brown
County town of Champion.
But that doesn’t deter the
2nd/3rd-grade teacher from making
the 1.5-hour roundtrip drive to
St. Clare Catholic School.
“I do it because I love the people
here,” said DeGroot, who, in her
30th year, is the parish’s longesttenured teacher. “The families we
work with are special, and they have
a real dedication to education. The
kids here are great. Everyone I work
with is so amazing.
“I’m just so happy doing what I

do. I have the best job in the world.
I’m so lucky. Not everybody can go
to work and say they love their job.
But I do. I’m happy to drive here every day, because I love it.”
DeGroot’s entire teaching career
has been spent at St. Clare Parish,
always teaching third grade
(occasionally in a combined class
with second grade or fourth grade).
From the fall of 1990 through
the spring of 2009, she taught at St.
Mary School in Greenleaf. Since the
fall of 2009 she has taught at
St. Clare School, following the
parish merger that united both
schools (prior to the fall of 2009, the
St. Clare School building was called
St. Paul School).

DeGroot taught the parents of
two of her current students. Overall, she estimates she taught “at
least a half dozen” students whose
parents used to be her students as
well.
How does that make her feel?
“Old,” she said with a laugh.
“The best word is blessed. They
trust me enough to share their
children with me here in the classroom. So I’m very blessed.”
DeGroot appreciates teaching
in a Catholic school. This year her
class includes 13 students.
“I get to bring my faith into
classes all day
long and share
that with my
students,” she
said.
“And
Catholic
schools in general have a
family atmosphere, which I
like.
“The little kids
play with the
big kids. The
teachers
all
get along. We
have
great
leadership in
(principal) Julie (Hubbard) and
Fr. Brian (Wideman). We can collaborate as teachers. We’re not
afraid to step up and help each
other out.”
DeGroot also serves as a teacher
mentor, helping share her years of
experience with newer educators.
“Cathy has been a stable part of
the community for many years,”
Fr. Brian said. “And she has a fantastic gift for drawing the best out of
people — students, parents and
neighbors alike. It’s a pleasure to
know Cathy and to be a
coworker with her in the ‘vineyard of
the Lord.’”
DeGroot harbored aspirations
The Light Post —Page 2

of being a teacher ever since she
was a youngster growing up in
Green Bay, where she attended
St. Jude Parish.
“I had two younger sisters
and whenever we played school I
was always the teacher,” she
said. “I just knew it was what I
was called to do.”
DeGroot graduated from
Green Bay West High School
before moving on to the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh,
where in December 1989 she
earned her degree as an Elementary Education major and
Reading minor.
While in college she interned in the Luxemburg-Casco
School District. After graduation
she worked as a long-term substitute in the school district
before starting her teaching
career in the fall of 1990 at
St. Mary School.
She married her husband,
Brian, that same year. They live
35 miles northeast of
Wrightstown not far from The
National Shrine of Our Lady of
Good Help, and attend
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in
Sugarbush. They have a son,
Jamie, 25, and a daughter,
Taylor, 22.
When she isn’t at school,
DeGroot enjoys watching sports
— especially the Green Bay
Packers, Milwaukee Brewers
and Wisconsin Badgers — as
well as reading, cooking, fishing
and going up north.

St. Clare Parish Spotlight
Lisa Kohlman’s two sons,
Connor and Spencer, have since
graduated from St. Clare Catholic
School.
Yet she remains as dedicated as
ever to the school and parish.
Kohlman, a lifelong member of
St. Clare Parish, was appointed to
the School Advisory Board last
August and became board chair two
months later. She prepares agendas,
coordinates board meetings, and
helps develop subcommittees and
new ideas for the school, among
other things.
“Even though my sons have
moved on to Wrightstown High
School, I enjoy being involved with
St. Clare Catholic School,” she said.
“That sense of community and family support has been so important
over the years for my sons and I. And
I think it is imperative to keep that
going for future students and families in our parish community.”
Kohlman also participates in
School Advisory Board subcommittees, including Finance, Facilities
Management, and the Home and
School Organization. She noted the
School Advisory Board is integrating
with the parish by participating in
other parish committee meetings.
“I really enjoy working together
with fellow parishioners,” she said.
“There are some wonderful people
involved in both the board and
parish committees who work hard
to keep St. Clare moving forward. I
love being around that positive
energy and seeing the progress that
is being made.”
In years past, she served as a
member and then president of the
Home and School committee. In
addition to chairing the annual
Scholastic Book Fair for seven years
and coaching the school’s robotics
team for six years, Kohlman and her
family assisted at numerous school
events, including concert socials,
parades, the annual St. Nick Breakfast, movie nights and more.
“When my sons attended

St. Clare School, I loved the family
atmosphere and sense of belonging, and the way that parents
pulled together to make things
happen for the school,” she said.
“I felt it was important to be
involved.”
Fr. Brian Wideman speaks
highly of Kohlman, saying: “Lisa
has the interests of both our school
and parish at heart, and she has
shown that a lot through her
volunteerism and her commitment
to being what we’d call a ‘servant
leader.’ She’s encouraging of
others, and is willing to stretch
into new roles where her talents
can be used.”

Those talents include a beautiful singing voice as cantor. She
also serves as choir director for the
St. Hildegard and Mixed Choirs.
“I have always loved music
and singing,” she said. “The
children’s choir at St. Mary is
where it all started, and I joined
the Belles choir in Greenleaf for a
short time when it first began.
About six years ago, I took up singing again by joining the Adult
Choir at the Greenleaf site. I began
cantoring about a year later and
joined additional choirs.”
Added Kohlman: “Singing
really gives the Mass more meaning to me and enhances my partici-
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pation. Through the choirs I have
met some really incredible people,
which has led to some wonderful
friendships with fellow choristers,
accompanists and liturgical ministers in the parish. I love singing and
feel so privileged to be able to share
that with others.”
Kohlman’s roots to the parish
run deep. She was born and raised on
a dairy farm just down the road from
the Greenleaf site.
She was baptized at St. Mary
and attended St. Mary School
through eighth grade, including singing in the children’s choir.
“So many memorable moments
in my life occurred there: First Communion, Confirmation, sponsorship
of all four of my
siblings as they
were confirmed,
the baptisms of
both of my sons,
and the weddings
of family and close
friends.”
Overall, Kohlman
“can’t say enough
about the family
atmosphere
at
St. Clare.”
“It is a very strong
sense of community,”
she said,
“especially when you get to know
the people and develop friendships
within the
parish. Being involved
with the school, music, parish
events, and committees/
organizations within the parish has
been an awesome experience. There
are so many great opportunities to be
involved.”
When she isn’t busy with
parish or school activities, Kohlman
enjoys reading, knitting, walking,
mentoring robotics students at the
high school, listening to music,
spending time with friends, and
attending her sons’ robotics
competitions and rock concerts (one
son is a drummer and the other is a
guitarist).

The Lenten Season begins
Wednesday, February 26th, 2020
St. Valentine
St. Valentine, officially known as
Saint Valentine of Rome, is a thirdcentury Roman saint widely celebrated on February 14. During his
life as former
Bishop
of
Terni, Narnia
and
Amelia,
St. Valentine
was on house
arrest
with
Judge Asterius.
After converting
Judge
Asterius and
set
free,
St. Valentine
was later arrested again for continuing to try to convert people to
Christianity. He was sent to Rome
under the
emperor Claudius
Gothicus (Claudius II). According
to the popular hagiographical identity, and what is believed to be the
first representation of St. Valentine,
the Nuremberg Chronicle indicates
St. Valentine was a Roman priest
martyred during Claudius' reign.
The story tells that St. Valentine
was imprisoned for marrying Christian couples and aiding Christians
being persecuted by Claudius in
Rome.

PALMS FROM LAST YEAR

Because they are blessed objects, any palms you have at home
should be “returned to nature.” You can do that by burning them
and burying the ashes, or just burying the palms whole.
If you are uncomfortable burning or burying your old palms, bring them to
Church no later that Monday, February 24th. (Incidentally, the same goes for
any sacramental than has become old and worn; for example, a broken rosary,
and old prayer book, and so on).

Lenten Regulations for the
Worldwide Church
1. Catholics who have celebrated
their 14th birthday are to abstain
from meat on Ash Wednesday, all
Fridays in Lent and Good Friday.
2. In addition to abstaining from
meat, Catholics between the ages of
18-59 are to fast on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday. Those bound to
this regulation may only eat one full
meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain strength
according to one's needs, but eating
solid foods between meals is not
permitted.
3. Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from meat.

St. Valentine is the Patron Saint
of Love, Young People, Happy
Marriages
Source: www.catholic.org/saints

Singing for the Triduum
While Masses & Services are set
for Holy Week (see the calendar
on pg. 7), a Choir practice schedule is still being planned, so please
watch the Parish Bulletin for
practice times.
Ever thought about joining the
Adult, Belles or Mixed Choirs?
Singing with these dedicated
singers during the Triduum would
be a great experience! The Triduum consists of Holy Thursday,
Good Friday Services and Holy
Saturday in Wrightstown, you can
choose to sing for one or all three
services.
Contact Theresa at
864-2550 for more information.

“Little Black Books” & “Not By Bread Alone” Books

for Lent will be available in back of each church beginning with
Ash Wednesday. These books offer insights & stories on our
Catholic Faith, plus reflections on daily readings through Easter.
Use them to enhance your personal prayers and reflections during
this Lenten Season. There is a limited supply, so pick up your copy early!

SAVE THE DATE:
St. Clare Parish is having a Fish Fry on Friday, March 27th, at the Rocky Top Bar in Askeaton serving
cod and blue gill from 4:00-8:00pm. You will have the option of eating in or take out. To add to the fun,
Bucket Raffles will also be offered!
Tickets will go on sale before and after each Mass starting the weekend of February 29th-March 1st. Tickets will also
be available to purchase at both the Parish Office and Rocky Top!
Anyone wishing to donate towards the cost of the Fish Fry or to help should contact Maxine (864-2550) or Peggy
Fritsch (428-5457). Watch the bulletin for more information/ticket pricing in the upcoming weeks.
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will conclude on April 2nd.
Tuesdays
2:00 PM - A Biblical Walk Study leader is Dcn. Ken Kabat and it
will take place in his home.
Through the Mass - This program

Join us at a Small Study
Group this
Lenten season
Sign -up sheets for all studies will be
available at each Mass on the weekend
of February 15th & 16th, contact Anne,
at the parish office, or the small group
leader to add your name to a list.
All are welcome!

takes participants on an exciting tour
of the liturgy as it explores the biblical
roots of the words and gestures we
experience at Mass and explains their
profound significance. See, perhaps for
the first time, why we say what we say
and do what we do every week at Mass.
The words and gestures will be seen in
a new light, giving new life to the
liturgical experience. This 4 -week
study begins on Tuesday, March 10th
and runs through March 31st.
Study leader is Mrs. Marian Vande Hey
and it is held in St. Clare classroom in
the parish center in Greenleaf.

Thursdays
Sundays
1:00 PM – Living the Beatitudes – 6:30 PM - Follow Me: Meeting
This group will pray, discuss and Jesus in the Gospel of John –

This study guides participants to a
personal encounter with Christ. As the
Good Shepherd, Jesus seeks after us.
He comes to meet us and beckons us to
follow him. He calls us to be his disciples, to trust him, to open ourselves to
his merciful love, and to love others as
he has loved us. Follow Me invites you
to experience the joy of a renewed
Mondays (8:45 AM) & Tuesdays friendship with Christ. This study will
begin on Thursday, February 27th and
reflect on the writings of Fr. John
Chryssavgis, in his book Living the
Beatitudes. The discussion will take
place over 5 weeks beginning on
Sunday, March 1st and concluding on
March 29th. All meetings will take
place at our Askeaton site in St. Pat’s
Kitchen. Group leader is Mr. Ed Byrne.

(6:00 PM) – Break Open the Word
- This group meets weekly to read and
discuss the Scripture readings for the
upcoming Sunday. Stop in each week
or whenever it works for you.
Group leaders are Dcn. Ken and
Dcn. Mike Madden, the group meets in
the servers sacristy in the Wrightstown
Church.

To Be Determined
Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to
Come – In this study, presenter

Jeff Cavins pulls back the veil on the
rich symbolism present in Revelation.
Discover what the mysterious figures
and images of Revelation mean and see
how Revelation is more than an apocalyptic vision of the “end times.” Explore the Church’s teaching on the
second coming of Christ and the
Last Judgment. Understand how God,
the Divine Bridegroom, and the
Church, his spotless bride, enter into
a heavenly, holy, and mystical
marriage every time we celebrate
Mass. This 11-week study will be led
by Mrs. Bonnie Nockerts; contact her
at bonnocke@gmail.com to find out
about meeting times and location or to
join the study group.

Congratulations to Mrs. Jennifer Van Helvoirt!
She has been chosen as a
2020 Golden Apple Teacher of Distinction!

6:30 PM – Forgiven – Forgiven is
a study from the Augustine Institute;
the study explores the grace and healing
offered in confession and show how this
sacrament of mercy reveals the depth
and bounty of God’s love. Forgiven
communicates God’s invitation to each
one of us to come experience his
indescribable love in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. This 6-week study begins on Monday, March 2nd and runs
through April 6th. Study leader is
Mrs. Dana Thompson and it will be held
in her home.

We are so blessed to have you in our
St. Clare School Family.
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Thank you to everyone who joined
St. Clare School in Celebrating
Catholic Schools Week 2020

Registration for the 2020-2021 School Year is Underway!
Please contact Mrs. Hubbard for registration forms, information on full-time 3K, directions
for Wisconsin School Choice or to make an appointment for a tour. Email her at
jhubbard@stclareagw.org or call at 532-4833.
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Tue

16
17
8:45 Break
2:00 A Biblical Walk
Open the Word
Through Mass
6:30 Forgiven
6:00 Break Open the
Word

23
24
8:45 Break
2:00 A Biblical Walk
Open the Word
Through Mass
6:30 Forgiven
6:00 Break Open the
Word

30
31
8:45 Break
2:00 A Biblical Walk
Open the Word
Through Mass
6:30 Forgiven
6:00 Break Open the
Word

6
7
NO MASS
8:45 Break
8-9:00a Adoration
Open the Word
WR
6:30 Forgiven
(No Evening Adoration
or Confessions)

15
1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

22
1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

29
1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

5 Palm Sunday

Easter Sunday
GR
8:00 Mass
AS
9:00 Mass
WR
10:00 Mass

12

9
10
8:45 Break
2:00 A Biblical Walk
Open the Word
Through Mass
6:30 Forgiven
6:00 Break Open the
Word

8 24-Hour Perpetual
Adoration ending @
GR
8:00am
1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

Tuesday

8:45 Break
2:00 A Biblical Walk
Open the Word
Through Mass
6:30 Forgiven
6:00 Break Open the
Word

3

1:00 Living the
Beatitudes

Monday

2

AS
AS
WR
WR
GR

8
AS
6:30 Adoration
7:00 Confession AS
AS
8:00 Mass
8:30 Stations of the
AS
Cross
1:30 & 6:00pm
Shadow Stations WR

8:30 Stations of the
AS
Cross

April 1

25
8:30 Stations of the
AS
Cross

18
8:30 Stations of the
AS
Cross

11
8:30 Stations of the
AS
Cross

4 Wednesday
8:30 Stations of the
AS
Cross

26 Ash Wednesday
8:00 Mass
9:00 Stations of the Cross
2:00 Mass
5:30 Mass
7:00 Mass

February—Wed

March 1 Sunday

Sun: Living the Beatitudes, AS Church
Mon: Break Open the Word, WR Church
Forgiven @ Dana Thompson residence
Tues: Break Open the Word, WR Church
Thurs: Follow Me @ Dcn. Ken Kabat’s residence
Revelation (Yet to be determined)

Sun
Mon
Discussion Groups Locations

28
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of
the Cross

Fri

GR

WR

9 Holy Thursday
8:00 Morning Prayer WR
8:30-9a Confessions WR
7:00 Mass of the
Lord’s Supper WR
8:30-10:00 Adoration
@ GR & WR

2
8:40 Stations of the
WR
Cross
6:30 Follow Me
TBD Revelation

26
8:40 Stations of the
WR
Cross
6:30 Follow Me
TBD Revelation

19
8:40 Stations of the
WR
Cross
6:30 Follow Me
TBD Revelation

10 Good Friday
8:00 Morning Prayer GR
8:30-9a Confessions GR
3:00 Passion of the
WR
Lord Service
4-7:00 All Churches
open for Prayer
7:00 Stations of the Cross
@ all Churches

3
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

27
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

20
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

13
WR
5:30pm Mass
7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

6 Friday
WR
5:30pm Mass
WR 7:00 Stations of the
GR
Cross

WR

12
8:40 Stations of the
WR
Cross
6:30 Follow Me
TBD Revelation

5 Thursday
8:40 Stations of the
Cross
6:30 Follow Me
TBD Revelation

27
8:40 Stations of
the Cross
6:30 Follow Me
TBD Revelation

Thu

2020 Lenten Offerings

AS
8:30-9a Confessions AS
8:30pm Easter Vigil
WR
Mass

11 Holy Saturday
8:00 Morning Prayer

4

28

21

14

7 Saturday
24-Hour Perpetual
Adoration starting @
GR
8:00am

29

Sat

Thank you to everyone for visiting the St. Clare School Book Fair!
So happy to share the joy of reading
with so many people! We did awesome & got 585 books in the hands of
students & adults and raised $1,921.74
for our school (this number does not
include the online sales)!!
Congratulations to the following
winners:

Poster Drawing Winners:
Pierce Wall
Amelie Twaroski
Julianna Coenen
London Dockum
Ava Krueger

Raffle Baskets:
• Book Raffle Basket (Grades 4-6)
Winner = Benjamin Treml
• Book Raffle Basket (Middle
School) Winner = Lilli Bartosch
Thank you,
Kristin Stelzer & Becky Blauert

Guessing Game:
"Monkey Food" (Runts) =
Case VanZeeland (guess of 600, actual
was 609)
Wild for Reading: (not eligible to
win both)
Total Minute Winners = 7th grade
with 1,551 minutes in 4 days!! WOW!
Great job!! These students win a
recommended book by Ms. Bohman!
Total Minute Class Average
Winners = 3rd Grade with an average
of 177.3 minutes per student! Great
job! These students win bookworms!

Feasting for Funds

@

of Hollandtown,
8108 County Road D, Kaukauna

Wednesday, February 19th—”All You Can Eat
Buffet Special” from 4:00-8:00pm

Enjoy broasted chicken, tossed salad, corn, cole slaw,
mashed potatoes w/gravy, green beans w/bacon sauce,
rolls and assorted bars.
Adults: $l0.75, Under 12: $6.95, Child: $3.50
Thank you for supporting our St. Clare Catholic School!

Honey Mustard-Glazed Chicken Bake
Ingredients
1 lb. parsnips, sliced on an angle
1 lb. Yukon Gold potatoes, scrubbed and quartered
1/2 lb. carrots, quartered lengthwise, then cut into 2-inch pieces
1 medium red onion, cut into 8 wedges
2 tbsp. olive oil
5 sprigs fresh thyme
4 small chicken thighs (about 1 1/2 lb.)
4 small chicken drumsticks (about 1 lb.)
Glaze
3 tbsp. Dijon mustard
2 tbsp. whole-grain mustard
2 tbsp. honey
1 tbsp. brown sugar
Directions
Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. In large roasting pan, toss parsnips, potatoes, carrots, onion, oil, thyme and 1/2 teaspoon
salt. Roast 15 minutes.
Place chicken parts in single layer over vegetables. Sprinkle with 1/2 teaspoon salt and 1/4 teaspoon pepper. Roast 15
minutes.
Glaze: In medium bowl, whisk Dijon mustard, whole-grain mustard, honey and brown sugar. Drizzle all over chicken
and vegetables. Roast 25 minutes or until chicken is cooked (165 degrees F) and vegetables are tender. Serve chicken
with vegetables.
Make-ahead tip: Vegetables can be prepared for roasting up to 1 day before, covered and refrigerated. (Place cut potatoes in bowl. Fill with enough cold water to cover plus the juice of 1/2 lemon to prevent browning. Drain and pat dry
before roasting.) Glaze can be made up to 1 day ahead.
Source: GOOD HOUSEKEEPING TEST KITCHEN Jan 3, 2018

