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Thank you for your participation in so many of the collections that have been coming your
way. The list of annual collections is certainly a robust one: Bishop’s Appeal, Catholic
Relief Services Rice Bowls, World’s Poor Collection, Holy Land Collection on Good Friday,
Missionary Co-Op Appeal, Home Missions Collection, Seminarian Collection, World Mission Sunday Collection, the collection for the Archdiocese for the Military Services, and
the Retired Religious Collection. And added to this list this year has been the one-by-One
Capital Campaign.
And then, on top of those collections, there’s your weekly sacrificial giving that keeps the
parish and school running, in addition to fundraisers throughout the year: the Parish
Picnic, Breakfast with St. Nick, the $10,000 Raffle, popcorn sales, pizza sales, Scrip, and
more. Then there are various needs that come up that require a handout. And, to top it
off, we have a new collection to help fund the Deferred Maintenance & Improvement
Plan for our churches and school.
Granted, all these collections aren’t given the same weight; some are certainly more
pressing than others. Still, though, that’s a lot of hands out asking for donations—from
the list above, that’s twenty collections or other “opportunities for giving” in one year
alone! And next year the cycle begins again. It is a lot to ask, and so thank you for however you contribute to the financial demands placed on you.
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That being said, I would prefer to have fewer fundraisers and collections, offset by an
increase in sacrificial giving. Consider that we have 495 “contributing households” at
Saint Clare. And if each of those households who already gives gave as little as $5 more in
their weekly offering, that’s $128,000 less in fundraising and collections we would have to
do. And if each of those households gave $9.70 more in their weekly offering, that’s
$250,000 less that needs to be raised through fundraising and special collections.
It wouldn’t take much from each household...if all households did it...to put us in a better
position, both financially and with respect to the number of annual collections and fundraisers. That being said, it’s also the responsibility of church leaders to be good stewards
of the financial resources given to us, to budget with prudence, and to practice fiscal conservatism. As we head into budget talks already for next year, pray that Wisdom will visit
us to make good (and even hard) decisions.

St. Clare Parish

We all have some part to play in the financial reality of what it takes to operate a parish
and school, a diocese, and a worldwide Church. May God help us to do our part, and may
our labors bear much good fruit.
With Advent and Christmas Blessings!

Christmas is a time when our deceased Loved Ones fill our memories.
Remember them in a special way this Christmas by donating towards the
Poinsettia plants that will decorate our worship spaces. Drop your donation,
along with a note listing your loved one’s name(s), in the weekend collection
or send to the Parish Office no later than Tuesday, December 17th. Your
loved ones will then be included on a listing in the December 22nd Bulletin.

St. Clare Catholic School—
St. Clare Catholic School would like to send a special thank you to everyone who made a donation
from our Wish Tree after one of the Masses around Discover Catholic Schools Days! Our budget takes
care of our basic needs, but the teachers and students sure enjoy some of the extras like Stomp
Rockets for PE Class and Multicultural Babies for the 4K room.
Donuts with Dad and Muffins with Mom: Thanking parents during Discover Catholic Schools Days

Feasting for Funds at Jaripeos:
A time of fellowship and fundraising!

Next Feasting for Funds
will at Fox’s Pizza Den—
watch for details!

Discipleship Formation (Rel Ed) News—
Happy New (Church) Year and Advent Blessings!
Our Discipleship Formation Advisory Committee is happy to offer your family this gift for the upcoming year!

Formed is a collection of Catholic Media. It is FREE for all parish families. To start enjoying all Formed has to offer simply
type formed.org into your browser and in the upper right-hand corner click on sign up. Next, you will need to select the last
option “I belong to a parish or organization” select St. Clare Parish, Greenleaf, WI as your parish then enter your email and;
you will then receive an email with a link to open up a vast library of resources.
Watch: the best in Catholic movies, children’s programming, audio dramas and books
Learn: from Bible studies, sacramental materials, documentaries, books and audio talks from leading Catholic experts that
will help you grow in understanding your faith.
Share: Formed uses a variety of platforms mobile, tablet, or connected TV devices. You will have access to good quality
materials from anywhere, anytime.
Sign up today, and begin this Advent Season with a short daily Advent reflection.
Just a note: You will notice as you scroll over some of the studies that books and materials can be ordered at a reduced
price. This is for bulk orders of the additional study materials. If you are interested in ordering study guides contact
Anne. The videos are free to access.
Still needing Ministers for Christmas Masses on December 24th & 25th and Holy Day Masses-Mary the
Holy Mother of God on December 31st @ 4:00pm, Wrightstown and January 1st @ 7:00pm, Greenleaf.
Use this Sign-up Genius Link: http://shorturl.at/kmx26 to volunteer as a Liturgical Minister.
All singers are invited to sing for the Holy Day—Mary the Holy Mother of God on Tuesday,
December 31st, @ 4:00pm, Wrightstown. Practice is Monday, December 30th, @ 6:30pm at
Wrightstown.
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Baptisms at St. Clare Parish
One’s entrance into God’s holy people through baptism is a joyous and profound event! If you
are looking to have your child(ren) baptized, here is some important information:
- New Parents—Instruction in Baptism is required for at least one parent (preferably both).
- Parents with already baptized children—Further instruction is not necessary, but you are
welcome to attend an instruction session if you want a refresher.
- Instruction sessions are held on the 2nd Thursday of each quarter, 7:00pm at Greenleaf, about 1.5 hours (the next
one is January 9, 2020).
Baptisms are celebrated, preferably, during Mass on the 3rd Sunday of the month (except during Lent, when baptism is
celebrated after or before Mass). Parents can discuss this with the parish office if this presents a difficulty.
We are excited to help you and your family move toward the celebration of Baptism! To arrange for baptism, or if you
have questions, please contact Deacon Mike Madden or Maxine at the parish office at (920) 864-2550 or
dcnmichael@stclareagw.org or office@stclareagw.org.

Christian Assistance Nexus
NE

US

Putting Christ in the center of NE Wisconsin, USA
The Christian Assistance Nexus strives to match the needs and abilities of parishioners. We all need help at times in
our life journey, and sometimes physical help. There are many needs that the parish staff cannot supply, for many
reasons. One of the most common is simply transportation. Many seniors and disabled individuals have significant
barriers getting to church, or various appointments, for example.
Many others are simply lonely and crave companionship. Our Care Ministry is a great resource for this, but they also
have some limitations, especially regarding transportation or accompaniment outside a person’s home. Other needs
occasionally surface, that do not need a Care Minister. A blind person may appreciate someone simply reading to
them. Someone with a tremor may be looking for help writing letters or emails to loved ones. There are many simple
needs such as this. There are also many people who would be willing to help, but they are not aware of the needs.
Our deacons already help to match needs and abilities, in an informal way. We now simply wish to put some
structure around it. The Christian Assistance Nexus can serve as a “clearing house” for matching folks up. For those
interested in serving in this way, some basic recommendations will be provided on how to go about it. Anyone with a
need, or a desire to assist, can simply inform one of the deacons. We would like to compile an informal "database” of
people who would be willing to help, and what they could help with. When a need arises, we would simply contact
you and discuss if it would fit for you.
At this time, we do already have one need that has surfaced. There is an elderly woman in our area with no local
friends or family, and cannot drive. She would appreciate a friend who could visit occasionally, perhaps go out for
lunch at times, and perhaps help with transportation to church. She uses a walker but is otherwise very mobile. If
anyone would be interested in helping this sister of ours, simply notify Deacon Mike Madden, our pastoral associate.
Anyone interested in being part of this process, please call or email Deacon Mike Madden at the Parish Office, at
dcnmichael@stclareagw.org or 920-864-2550 ext 180.
Let us be the hands, feet, and ears of Christ to those around us!
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As you plan for Christmas & New Years,
please mark these December & January
Holy Day Masses dates and times
on your calendars.

Celebration of the Nativity of the Lord
Christmas Eve Masses:

Tuesday, December 24th: 4:00pm—Greenleaf
4:00pm—Wrightstown
6:30pm—Askeaton
Midnight—Greenleaf

11th Annual Breakfast with St. Nick
Sunday, Dec. 8th, from 8:15-11:00am
Greenleaf School Basement
Breakfast includes pancakes, porkies, cheese
curds, applesauce & beverage.
Kids can visit with St. Nick, Play Children's Games, Shop
the Bake Sale & Santa Shoppe. There are also Bucket Raffle
& Silent Auctions, the LuLaRoe Shop, and a presentation of
the 3K, 4K and Kindergarten Singers at 10:00am that you
don’t want to miss!

Christmas Day Mass:

Wednesday, December 25th: 9:00am
Wrightstown

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Masses

(Holy Day of Obligation)
Tuesday, December 31st: 4:00pm—Wrightstown
Wednesday, January 1st: 7:00pm—Greenleaf

31st Annual Christmas
Giving Tree Project
Select one or more tags from the Giving
Tree and bring your wrapped gifts, with
tags attached, back to church the weekend of December 7th-8th or to the Parish Office no
later than Monday, December 9th. Thank you!

Don’t forget AMAZONsmile when
shopping for Christmas presents!
Go to: www.smile.amazon.com, create
your account, then search for the zip code 54126. St. Clare
Parish's name will pop up, click on it to establish “St. Clare
Parish” as your preferred Charity.
Thank you for participation!
SCRIP rebates add up quickly - many
families earn 100% of their tuition
with SCRIP. And it’s an easy way to
shop for all your gift cards and day to day shopping needs.
Remember, SCRIP gift cards make great stocking stuffers and
also make on-line shopping easy! Check the Bulletin for
opportunities to buy SCRIP cards on Sundays and during the
week.

No-Bake Chocolate and Peanut Butter Oatmeal Bars
Ingredients
Vegetable oil cooking spray
9 ounces chocolate wafers (about 40 wafers), finely ground (2 cups)
1 1/4 cups confectioners' sugar
5 ounces (1 stick plus 2 tablespoons) unsalted butter, cut into small pieces
3/4 cup plus 3 tablespoons smooth peanut butter
10 ounces semisweet chocolate, melted

1 1/2 cups old-fashioned oats
1/4 teaspoon coarse salt
1 cup chunky peanut butter
1 1/2 ounces milk chocolate, melted

Directions
Coat a 9-by-13-inch baking dish with cooking spray. Line with parchment, leaving a 2-inch
overhang on the 2 long sides. Combine wafers, oats, sugar and salt in a large bowl. Melt butter in a
medium saucepan over medium heat, then add chunky peanut butter and 3/4 cup smooth peanut
butter, whisking until well combined. Add peanut butter mixture to wafer mixture, stirring until
combined. Transfer to baking dish, use the bottom of a measuring cup or an offset spatula to firmly
press mixture into an even layer. Refrigerate for 30 minutes.
Pour melted semisweet chocolate over chilled mixture and, using an offset spatula, spread into a thin layer that
covers the entire surface. Refrigerate until hardened, at least 15 minutes. Heat remaining 3 tablespoons smooth
peanut butter in a small saucepan until runny. Drizzle peanut butter over chilled chocolate. Drizzle melted milk chocolate over peanut butter. Refrigerate until hardened, about 15 minutes.
Use parchment to lift out chilled block of bars. Run a sharp knife under hot water, dry well and cut into 24
squares, wiping knife between cuts. Let bars stand at room temperature for 10 minutes before serving. (Sliced bars
can be refrigerated for up to 1 week or frozen for up to 1 month.
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