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A Message From Fr. Brian
Dear St. Clare Parishioners,
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Just recently our new parish picture directories
came out, and what a
thing it is to see the
“catholicity”
of
the
Church represented in
the many photos it
contains. Young people,
older people,
single
people, married people;
people from Wrightstown,
Greenleaf, Askeaton, De
Pere, Wayside, Morrison,
Freedom and beyond.
Blue collar workers, farmers, business professionals, wealthy, poor, and so
on. Even in our diversities of lives, traditions,
and backgrounds, we are
part of the one, holy,
“catholic,” and apostolic
Church around the world.
Our Lord established “the
Church,” the community
of believers, built on the
foundational
teachings
and beliefs of the Twelve
Apostles. But when he
established that community, it was to be a com-

Church, and it was first
used by St. Ignatius of
Antioch about the year
107 A.D. He noticed that
the Church (that is, the
community of Christians)
were . . . everywhere!
And not only that, the
Christian community was
open to . . . anyone! And
this sums up what it
means
to
be
the
“catholic” Church - a
community of believers
who welcomes anyone
who sincerely desires to
follow Christ; a community of believers which is
found in all cultures, all
languages, everywhere.
We’re part of a “universal,
all-encompassing” Church!
What we see in our picture directories is just a
small segment of the larger Catholic Church. And
this is important to keep
in mind and to reflect on
as we (or anyone else)
consider what it means to
be a Catholic parish. It
doesn’t mean everyone
must be the same; it

“catholic” means to live
our faith with both
uniqueness and unity—
with respect for ourselves
and our neighbors for
who we are in our differences, and respect for
ourselves and our neighbors for who we are by
our shared faith in the
one Lord Jesus Christ.
It’s as Saint Paul says:
“The Church is the one
body of Christ, a body
with many parts. And we,
though many, are one.”
It’s a great blessing to be
part of the Catholic
Church, the body of
Christ with all its many
unique, colorful, varied,
and necessary parts!
Blessings to you in the
coming Easter Season,
Fr. Brian

Are you aware that supporting
the parish can be done in more
ways than just Sacrificial Giving?

Support the Parish
and School by
purchases through
Amazon or buying
Scrip . . .



How many of you shop on
Amazon? The Parish and
School are now participating in
the Amazon Smile program!
For every dollar you spend, the
School and Parish will
receive .5% donated back to us
from Amazon. There are two
ways to find our “Smile”
account:
1) Use this url: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/
39-1694295
2) When you are ready to shop at
Amazon, go to
smile.amazon.com
and search for the zip code
54126. St. Clare Parish’s name
will pop up. Click on our name
and we will receive the .5%
donation.
This does not cost you anything
extra. This is a donation straight
from Amazon.

Do you use Scrip?
It can be used for groceries, movies,
hardware stores, gas , restaurants,
and many more places. Just purchase, dollar-for-dollar, the amount
you need/want, and St. Clare’s will
benefit by the percentage that the
companies have designated.
Purchase at the following sites:
St. Clare Church - Sundays after
8:00 Greenleaf and
10:00 Wrightstown Masses
St. Clare School - Wednesday
mornings in the School Office
Cornette’s in Greenleaf Monday - Friday 9:00 - 4:00
(located on Follett Street in
Greenleaf - use Cornette Farm
Supply Office door).

Thank you for supporting
these programs!

Have you considered using Online Giving?
It’s quick, easy, and will even let you set up a recurring donation! Go to our
Parish website at www.stclareagw.org
Click on the “Online Giving” tab found on the homepage, and you’ll be on your

St Clare School News
425 Main Street
Wrightstown WI
snardi@stclareagw.org
Call (920) 532-4833

Mission: A family of lifelong learners
dedicated to the growth and development of each person by nurturing
Catholic faith, talents, and stewardship.

VEX Robotics
The VEX Robotics Team is now
in a new location. An area has
been custom-built for them
on the former stage of the
Church hall in Wrightstown.
In April, they will be attending
the World’s VEX Robotics
Competition in Kentucky.
They are diligently working to
obtain monetary donations to
cover the cost of the travel
expenses.
Help us freshen up the walls for spring!
The school is trying to raise funds to be used
towards the purchase of paint for the interior of the school. Any monetary donations will be
gladly accepted at the school. Thank you!

Have You Ever Asked Yourself… “How Can I Help the School?”
Each month we will feature different needs for the school. This
month they are asking all those
that are able to please donate:






Mr. Clean Magic Erasers
Dry Erase Markers (all colors)
Card Stock: Green, Yellow, White, Red
Unopened reams white copier paper

Dave and Judy Ward come
across as quiet people, but
their message speaks
volumes!

Dave & Judy Ward
Jake, Andy and Anna

Judy stated
that “one
never knows
what God is
calling you
to do”.

They have been members
of the Wrightstown Community for 16 years, joining
the Wrightstown campus
when they first moved to
the area.
Dave grew up in Green Bay,
and Judy is originally from
Lockport, IL; “a long way
from home,” she stated!
They have rounded out the
Ward family with 3 children; including Andy, who
is 16 and now driving; Jake
is 14, and Anna is their
youngest at 13. The boys
are into sports, currently
involved in football, basketball and golf. All three children attended St. Clare
Catholic School. Anna is in
7th grade this year.
Dave and Judy have been
married for 21 years. They
both attended St. Norbert
College, and basically met
while “hanging out a lot” in
addition to their shared
classes.
Judy became a Spanish
teacher at Wrightstown’s
Middle School and High
School, but has also has
taught at Moreland Park
High School and Middle
School in Illinois . She was

a teacher at Southern Door
High School when she and
Dave lived in Door County
during the first five years of
their marriage.
Dave studied math and
physics in college and had
planned on going engineering. He presently works at
Guardian Life as a Project
Manager where he indirectly supervises some of the
staff. Before that, he
worked at Plexus in Neenah
and also Emerson in Sturgeon Bay.
Judy stated that she used
to be on the School Committee, but found she was
unable to attend meetings
because of family commitments. Judy said, I really
enjoy helping others by
sharing my time and talents
for the betterment of others.”
Dave was on the Finance
Committee “a long time
ago” for one term. It was
during that time that the
merger took place, uniting
our three parishes.
When the kids were younger and became more involved with sporting
events, Dave coached Middle School football and
basketball. Unfortunately,
Dave had to give up coaching once their children

moved on to other games.
He found he no longer had
the time to perform his
coaching responsibilities.
Their kids were also involved in our popular VEX
robotic program at St. Clare
School. Dave and Judy
were both excited to hear
that our VEX team was
being relocated in a new
space. There was an area
custom-built for them on
the former stage in the
church hall.
Judy really lit up when she
was asked who her favorite
Saint was! She fondly remembered her visit to Mexico City and the Shrine of
the Virgin of Guadalupe.
“In the early 1500’s,” Judy
said, “the Virgin appeared
to Juan Diego asking for a
church to be built on the
hills of Tepeyac. Juan
brought this message to his
bishop, but the bishop didn’t believe him and told
him to go back up the hill
and ask the Virgin for a
miraculous sign for proof.”
“Juan went back up the
hill,” Judy continued. “The
Virgin asked him to gather
some flowers (even though
it was the middle of winter). Juan Diego found roses and the Virgin helped
arrange them in his peasant’s cloak (timalti) to take

opening his timalti, the
bishop not only found the
flowers, but the image of
the Virgin of Guadalupe
was imprinted on his cloak.
And it has been there ever
since! It even survived a
bombing attempt in 1921
(that totally destroyed other parts of the basilica).
There was not one mark
and the enshrined image
still looks as beautiful today
as it did in the 1500’s.”
Dave stated that one of the
earliest memories they
have of St. Clare Parish was
when they had their son,
Jake, baptized. Dave saidn,
“Jake was not a very quiet
baby. In fact, I think he’s
the loudest baby I have
ever heard baptized!”
Judy and Dave were asked
to share something special
about St. Clare’s. Judy admitted that was easy for
her and said: “I have an
awesome feeling when I
think about the school
group. “There is definitely a
family feel in the school
community. The kids are
close to each other.” She
continued, “the classes are
smaller, and the teachers
do a wonderful job instilling
self-worth and a sense of
value in the school children.” Judy went on to
affirm that, “having a
teaching community such

our whole family has grown
in faith by being at St. Clare
School!”
Everyone has to have some
down time, and Dave and
Judy like to go up north to
their cottage in Wabeno. It
is located on a lake, and the
family enjoys spending time
boating, tubing, fishing and
enjoying campfires.
When asked if they did anything else exciting or fun,
they both just laughed and
said that they lead an unexciting life!
Regarding a personal philosophy, Judy spoke about
one of Fr. Brian’s homilies
that really hit home for her.
Fr. Was talking about how
it was so necessary to
“grown where you’re planted.” She added her own
twist and said, “you really
need to shake of the roots
and dig deep.” Judy’s favorite bible story comes
from the Gospel of Luke.
She has always connected
to the Scripture of the Road
to Emmaus. Dave said his
favorite bible story comes
from the Gospel of
Matthew. Did you know
that Dave actually memorized the entire Christmas
Story for the Christmas
Program they would perform for the parish?
Dave and Judy both enjoy

The Wards like to help with
the $10,000 Raffle. Dave
and Judy both commented
on the unbelieveably high
amount of work putting
together this type of event
is, but this is what they
enjoy doing. They mentioned how happy they are
that Bill Jartz is still the emcee of the evening.
Other areas they are involved in include the reverse collection for the
Homeless Shelter, and the
“Wear and Share” clothing
drive that was held last
year. Judy was very impressed with the amount
and variety of donations
that were brought in.
The question of “Why come
to St. Clare’s?” was posed
to Dave and Judy. After
some moments of thought,
they agreed that faith is a
personal thing. Dave also
stated, “I’m really not
attached to a building.
Church isn’t just about the
physical location; it’s about
worshipping our Lord.”
Judy added, “Everybody
has something they are
good at, and most people
are honestly glad to help.
When someone asks me for
help, my answer is yes!”
Dave and Judy feel it’s necessary to “show their faith”
and find that Catholic

knows what God is calling
you to do. Listen to that call
to help your faith community, plus it’s a great way to
meet different people!”
Their parting comment that
they wanted to express was
for people to say “Yes to
God’s call . . . just try it!”

Would you like to
share your message
with the Parish?

We are looking for
parishioners willing
to be interviewed for
the “Bridging the Gap
Interview” in The
Bridge Newsletter!
If you would consider
being interviewed for a
future newsletter, or
would like to suggest
a family to be
interviewed
please contact
Kay Arndt
Business Manager
920-864-2550
bizmgr
@stclareagw.org

Financial Health Report
Diocese of Green Bay
Saint Clare Parish Corporation
February 28, 2017
Actual $ Amount

Projected Needs—Budget

Difference

Parish Revenue

$466,610

$524,902

-$58,292

Parish Expense

$290,316

$295,916

$5,600

Net

$176,294

$228,986

-$52,692

School Revenue

$229,784

$192,321

$37,462

School Expense

$402,839

$373,525

-$29,315

Net

-$173,055*

-$181,204*

$8,149

Rel Ed Revenue

$30,145

$26,162

$3,983

Rel Ed Expense

$85,131

$92,904

$7,775

Net

-$54,986*

-$66,742*

$11,756

TOTALS FOR ALL

-$51,747

-$18,960

-$32,787

Line of Credit Balance

$38,500

*St. Clare Parish Corp. subsidizes both St. Clare School (about 35% of the school’s operating expenses, which is the
norm for Parish with a parochial school) and the St. Clare Religious Education program. These negative figures indicate
the amount St. Clare Parish Corp. subsidizes each.
St. Clare Parish Corp. has several investment accounts, the funds of which are generally not available to cover everyday
operating expenses. They are restricted to expenses such as: perpetual care of cemeteries, tuition assistance, education improvements, and so on.
St. Clare Parish Finance Council
Fr. Brian Wideman, Council President
Carolyn Green, Treasurer Trustee

Karmen Lemke, Council Secretary
Bob Brick, Council Member
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The Significance of Easter
Jesus says, “If you wish to be my disciples, you must deny yourself, take
up your cross daily, and follow me.” This is why the Cross plays such a
significant role in Christian art, in church architecture, and in the way we
talk as believers in Christ. We can’t be disciples of Christ without the
Cross. This is a reason why we have the season of Lent—to get in touch
again with the Cross, to be better about denying ourselves, and putting
God’s will ahead of our own.
But this requires a lot of faith on our part, to believe that the Cross is
actually a good thing for us. And this is why the Resurrection and Easter
are so significant. The fact that Christ rose from the dead all those centuries ago is our main proof that following the Way of the Cross is actually a
good thing for us. Our Easter joy is not only that Jesus rose from the
dead, but the fact that he revealed to us that, yes, the Way of the Cross is
worth it. The Cross is good for us because we know, definitively (by
Christ’s Resurrection), that it leads to a better life today and forever.
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The Brandenburg
Family
This month’s The Bridge
Newsletter is in honor of the
members of the Brandenburg Family. Please keep this
family in your thoughts and
prayers.
Lloyd & Jackie Brandenburg

