
  

 

Once you enter church, please maintain silence prior to the liturgy.   
This time is for prayer, reflection, and preparation.  

 
“BCP” is the red book of Common Prayer, “Hymnal” are the blue books, The 1982 Hymnal, and “LEVAS” is the red 
and black book, Lift Every Voice and Sing, an African American Hymnal. The + symbol indicates an appropriate 
time to make the sign of the Cross. Some bow while saying the italicized words in the Nicene Creed and when the 
Name of Jesus is said.  These practices are not required, and are noted as a convenience for those who choose to 
do so. 
 
The Word of God                                                                                                                                              
Celebrant + Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                                              BCP 355 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Processional  
                                                     Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory, LEVAS 226 Verses 1,2, and 4 
 
The Collect for Purity  
Celebrant    
Almighty God to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Summary of the Law                                                                                                      Matthew 22:37-40 

Hear what our Savior Jesus Christ tells us: “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 
 
 

Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

Season of Pentecost - Prayer A 

Independence Day Service 
The Rev. Cn. Chuck Milhoan Deacon 

The Rev. Dave Rickert Interim Rector 

Welcome Visitors – We are glad you are here with us. If you would like to know more about St. John the Baptist,, 

please speak with an usher or clergy. In addition, information about our parish may be found on our website at 

www.stjohnsaz.org. 
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 Gloria                                                    Sung by all, Hymnal S-277  
Glory to God in the highest,  
 and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
 we worship you, we give you thanks,  
 we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  
 have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day    
          
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.    
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant           Let us pray. 
 
God Almighty, we give thanks for the United States of America. May we see all our neighbors through your boundless 
love. Help us to serve in humble obedience to your will, so that this nation may realize its promise to be a land of 
peace, justice and universal opportunity. May we always dwell in harmony with your creation and in the love 
of Jesus our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
  
                              Reverend Dave Rickert 
The Lessons 
The Declaration of Independence (Excerpt)   
 
In Congress, July 4, 1776 
 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these 
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That 
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 
Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience 
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient 
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of 
Government. . . . . We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of 
Right ought to be Free and Independent States . . . . . And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on 
the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.  
 
Reader     Wisdom words for God’s holy people 
People      Thanks be to God. 
 
Response                                       My Country ‘Tis of Thee, Hymnal #717, Verse 1  
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 The Gettysburg Address, 1863                                             Abraham Lincoln, 16th President  
Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.  Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing 
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-
field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave 
their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.  But, in a larger sense, 
we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, 
who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be 
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for 
us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that 
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.  
 Reader     Wisdom words for God’s holy people 
People      Thanks be to God. 
 
Response                                                                                                  My Country ‘Tis of Thee, Hymnal #717, Verse 2 
 
Letter from the Birmingham Jail (excerpt)                                                                                     Martin Luther King Jr., 1963 
But though I was initially disappointed at being categorized as an extremist, as I continued to think about the matter I 
gradually gained a measure of satisfaction from the label. Was not Jesus an extremist for love: "Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you." Was not Amos an extremist for justice: "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an 
ever flowing stream." Was not Paul an extremist for the Christian gospel: "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus." Was not Martin Luther an extremist: "Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise, so help me God." And John Bunyan: 
"I will stay in jail to the end of my days before I make a butchery of my conscience." And Abraham Lincoln: "This 
nation cannot survive half slave and half free." And Thomas Jefferson: "We hold these truths to be self evident, that 
all men are created equal . . ." So the question is not whether we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists we 
will be. Will we be extremists for hate or for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation of injustice or for the 
extension of justice?  
 
Reader     Wisdom words for God’s holy people 
People      Thanks be to God. 
 
Response                                                              My Country ‘Tis of Thee, Hymnal #717, Verse 3  
 
Confronted by God (excerpt)                                                   Verna Dozier, 2006 
We can come to the Bible with a new understanding of what it says that will itself be a new response to that 
revelation: that God came into history to create a people who would change the world, who would make the world a 
place where every person knew that he or she was loved, was valued, had a contribution to make, and had just as 
much right to the riches of the world as every other person. That is what the Church is all about, to bring into being 
that vision, that ideal community of love in which we all are equally valuable and in which we equally share. Every 
structure of life comes under the judgment of that vision: our politics, our economics, our education, our social 
structures. Even the church. Nothing is exempt from that challenge. Every member of the church who lives and works 
in any of those structures or any combination of those structures is called to carry the message that this structure will 
be redeemed to the glory of God.  
 
Reader     Wisdom words for God’s holy people 
People      Thanks be to God. 
 
Response                                          My Country ‘Tis of Thee, Hymnal #717, Verse 4  
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 Perhaps the World Ends Here, 1994                                           Joy Harjo, 23rd United States Poet Laureate for 2019-2020 
 
The world begins at a kitchen table. No matter what, we must eat to live. 

The gifts of earth are brought and prepared, set on the table. So it has been since creation, and it will go on. 

We chase chickens or dogs away from it. Babies teethe at the corners. They scrape their knees under it. 

It is here that children are given instructions on what it means to be human. We make men at it, we make women. 

At this table we gossip, recall enemies and the ghosts of lovers. 

Our dreams drink coffee with us as they put their arms around our children. They laugh with us at our poor falling-
down selves and as we put ourselves back together once again at the table. 

This table has been a house in the rain, an umbrella in the sun. 

Wars have begun and ended at this table. It is a place to hide in the shadow of terror. A place to celebrate the terrible 
victory. We have given birth on this table, and have prepared our parents for burial here. 

At this table we sing with joy, with sorrow. We pray of suffering and remorse. We give thanks. 

Perhaps the world will end at the kitchen table, while we are laughing and crying, eating of the last sweet bite. 

Reader     Wisdom words for God’s holy people 
People      Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel 
                                                                        Please stand and sing before and after reading of the Gospel 

Sequence Hymn 
                                                                                   God Bless Our Native Land, Hymnal #716, V1 before, V2 after  
 
Deacon      The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People        Glory to you, Lord Christ.     
                                                                                                                                    Matthew 5:43-48 
Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he 

makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love 

those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your 

brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

 
Deacon       The Gospel of the Lord. 
People        Praise be to you, Lord Christ.     
 
Homily                           Reverend Dave Rickert 
    
The Nicene Creed                                                                      Please Stand, BCP  358 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.    

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,   
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
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 of one Being with the Father.   
Through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.   

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.                         
He has spoken through the Prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and  
 apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the  
 forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the + resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen 
 

The Prayers of the People                                                                    Kneeling or standing               
                                                Adapted from prayers by Rev. Rick Morley, Episcopal Priest  

 
Celebrant  As we remember the birth of our nation, and the gifts of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, let us 
offer our thanks and prayers to God, the giver of all good gifts.  
 
For the tribes and nations who inhabited this continent for generation upon generation. For the traditional peoples 
of the land on which we stand,  
We thank you God. 
 
For the women and men who braved the long journey by sea to come to this new world,  
We thank you God. 
 
For patriots who dreamed of, and fought for, a free nation, 
We thank you God. 
 
For the men and women who laid the foundation of our democracy, and who pledged liberty and justice for all, 
We thank you God. 
 
For those who built this country brick by brick, road by road, and town by town, 
We thank you God. 
 
For the brave soldiers who have fought for our country, for all who paid for our freedom by their service, and those 
who paid by their sacrifice. For our service men & women at home and abroad, 
We thank you God. 
 
For the innovators and artists, poets and teachers, those who work on farms, in factories, offices and stores; for all 
who labor and provide for the common good, 
We thank you God. 
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 For this land, with its peaks and valleys, coasts and deserts, fields and meadows, 
We thank you God. 
 
For our own community, for those who came before us in this place, and for our neighbors near and far, 
We thank you God. 
 
Lord, we pray for The United States, that we might always be a nation which defends and promotes liberty, 
freedom, truth and justice. 
We pray to you God. 
 
That we might always be a nation where all are free to worship and pray, 
We pray to you God. 
 
That we might be a beacon of freedom to all those who live under the shadow of terror and hopelessness, 
We pray to you God. 
 
That those who are elected to govern and lead, would be guided by you, and be ever aware of the trust that has 
been given them, 
We pray to you God. 
 
That we would be a people who repent from our sins, and who always return to you and to your grace, 
We pray to you God. 
For the needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray especially for_____.  Please add your own thanksgivings 
and petitions, silently or aloud. 
 
Celebrant 
Gracious God, Ruler of all peoples, bless and defend us and our land; prosper the work of our hands, and increase in 
us your grace and compassion, and our offerings of thanks to you, our rock and our salvation; through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin                                       Expansive Language 

                                      Please remain kneeling or standing   
 
Deacon       Let us confess to God our sins. 
 
Silence  
 
Celebrant and People  

God of compassion, we confess that we have  squandered your creation and mistreated those you give into our 
care. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Fill us with 
your Spirit,  that we may care for all that you have made, according to your will and in the fullness of your 
love;  through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.  
 
Celebrant   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 
The Peace               Please Stand 
 
Celebrant    The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
People         And also with you. 
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 Welcome & Announcements 
Offertory                                                                             
Offertory Hymn                                                      America the Beautiful, Hymnal #719 

Doxology                        Please Stand 

        Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
         praise Him, all creatures here below;  
         praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  
         praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Celebrant     All things come of you, Almighty God, 
People           And of your own have we given you. 
 
The Holy Communion  Eucharistic Prayer B, Expansive Language  Please Stand 
                                                                                                                
Celebrant      God be with you.    
People           And also with you. 
Celebrant      Lift up your hearts.    
People     We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People            It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

 
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of 
heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your children, made us citizens of your 
kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
  
Sanctus                                                                                                Hymnal S130        
    
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power of power and might,  
   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power of power and might, 
   Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.   
   Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the Highest. 
   +  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The people kneel or stand. 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of 
Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me."  
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
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Celebrant and People  We remember Christ’s death, 
 We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
 We await Christ’s coming in glory;   
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 
bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to 
you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with The Blessed Virgin Mary,         St. John the Baptist, and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
      on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,   
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

      Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.  
      Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.  
      Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace.  
 
Communion  
All people, regardless of age or denomination, are invited to receive Communion in The Episcopal Church.  Gluten-free 
wafers are available for those who need them.  The appropriate response when receiving the bread and the wine is 
“Amen,” and you may choose to cross yourself at this time. Those who do not wish to receive Communion may come to 
the altar rail and cross their arms in front of their chest to receive a blessing.  
  
 
Communion Hymn                             Father All Loving, Who Rulest in Majesty Hymnal #568             
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The Post Communion Prayer                                          Kneeling or standing, BCP 366 
 
Celebrant and People  Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus Christ, and 

you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Savior. Amen.    

 
The Blessing                 Please Stand 
 
 
Closing Hymn                                    Amazing Grace, Hymnal #671 
    
The Dismissal  
Celebrant  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God.  
   
Postlude                                              God Bless America, by Irving Berlin 
 

 
God bless America,  

Land that I love,  
Stand beside her and guide her  

Thru the night with a light from above;  
From the mountains, to the prairies,  

To the oceans white with foam,  
God bless America,  

My home, sweet home.  
God bless America,  

My home, sweet home.  


