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Updated Covid-19 Guidelines for Congregations in The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona
The following guidelines went into effect on May 14, 2021, and supersede all prior guidelines.
General principles: gathering for worship, education and mission while wearing masks and keeping
distant has kept our congregations safe for over a year. To the best of our knowledge, no one has
contracted COVID-19 at an Episcopal Church in Arizona in the past year. With the daily increasing rates
of vaccination, we are now ready to expand our worship and ministry.
We encourage all church members and clergy to be vaccinated as soon as possible, and we encourage
frequent hand washing and continuing to make hand sanitizer available in congregations. For indoor
worship and gatherings, we continue to encourage opening windows and doors to increase air
circulation.
Mask wearing continues to be mandatory for people who are NOT fully vaccinated (defined as 2
weeks past the final dose of vaccine) at all Episcopal gatherings and worship.









Fully vaccinated individuals may attend worship and other activities without wearing masks.
Churches may gather for worship, education or other events at up to 50% of the capacity of the
room in use, provided that social distancing can be maintained at the increased capacity.
(Approximately 112 people in the sanctuary at St. John the Baptist)
One form of communion will be offered (bread), until all can drink from the common cup.
Congregational and choral singing can resume. A reminder that all singers and musicians must
be masked if not fully vaccinated.
Coffee hour and events involving food may take place outdoors only.
All classes and events may resume so long as they follow the guidelines of mask wearing, social
distancing, room capacity, and guidelines about food consumption.
If someone who attended an event at church is thereafter diagnosed with COVID-19, people
who attended the event should be notified that they may have been exposed to the virus. But
there is no longer a requirement to pause worship or ministry.
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