JULY 26
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10 AM
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son & Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant reads the following
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The following is said
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly
King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the
glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide,
we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
First Reading

Genesis 29:15-28

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name
of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were
lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will
serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I
give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob
served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the
love he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to

her, for my time is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place,
and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to
Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her
maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you
have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived
me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the
firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return
for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban
gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Psalm 128
Happy are they all who fear the Lord, *
and who follow in his ways!
You shall eat the fruit of your labor; *
happiness and prosperity shall be yours.
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house, *
your children like olive shoots round about your table.

The man who fears the Lord *
shall thus indeed be blessed.
The Lord bless you from Zion, *
and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life.
May you live to see your children's children; *
may peace be upon Israel.
Second Reading

Romans 8:26-39

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God. We know that all things work together for good for those
who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. What
then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did

not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give
us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love
of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

The Holy GospelMatthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the
air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another parable: “The kingdom
of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour
until all of it was leavened.” “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Have you understood all this?” They answered,
“Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what
is new and what is old.”
The Sermon
The Rev. Bruce Jackson
Our Undeserved Gift

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People (p. 392)
The Leader and People pray responsively

The Rev. Chuck Milhoan

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Jennifer our Bishop; and for all bishops and
other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions.
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
The Celebrant says the following Collect.
Prayer for Peace (p. 815)
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love; So mightily spread abroad
your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as
children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Then is said
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Examination
The celebrant stands in full view of the people. The sponsors and candidates stand
facing the celebrant.
The Celebrant says
Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one
Body, and given gifts for a variety of ministries for the common good. Our purpose is
to commission this person in the Name of God and of this congregation to the ministry of Parish Administrator to which she is called.
The Celebrant asks the sponsor or sponsors
Is this person you are to present prepared by a commitment to Christ as Lord, by regular attendance at worship, and by the knowledge of his duties, to exercise this ministry to the honor of God, and the well-being of his Church?
Sponsor
I believe she is.
The Celebrant then says
You have been called to a ministry in this congregation. Will you, as long as you are
engaged in this work, perform it with diligence?
Candidate I will.

Celebrant Will you faithfully and reverently execute the duties of your ministry to
the honor of God, and the benefit of the members of this congregation?
Candidate I will.
The Commissioning
Sponsor
I present to you Nance Ann Wabshaw to be admitted to the ministry of
Parish Administrator in this congregation.
Antiphon

(said by all)

The words which I command you this day shall be upon your hearts; and you
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when
you rise.
V.

We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds
and the power of the Lord:

R.

And the wonderful works he has done.

Let us pray. (Silence)

God of all wisdom and knowledge, give your blessing and guidance to this commissioned leader in your Church, that by word and example he may lead those
who serve in this ministry to the knowledge and love of you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
In the Name of God and of this congregation, I commission you Nance Ann Wabshaw as the Parish Administrator in this Parish.
Ministration of Spiritual Communion:
Minister and People
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the
bread and wine. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since
I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated
from you. Amen.
Celebrant: While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body,
People: We become the sacrament of Christ's Body.

Celebrant: Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion.
People: The love we share becomes bread for the world.
The Blessing
The blessing of God Almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Deacon
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the resurrection of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, ALLELUIA.

