
Great Courses at ASA: Summer of 2022 
 
We have 2 courses to be shown Wednesdays beginning June 22, 2:30-4:30 with a 
cookie break between the two courses.   

 
I. Foundations of Western Civilization 
1. “Western,” Civilization,” and “Foundations” 
2. “History Begins at Sumer” 
 
II  Myths, Lies, and Half-Truths of Language Usage 
1. “Alarm over the Decay of English” 
2. “Surprises in the Ancestry of Old English” 
 
“The Foundations of Western Civilization” is taught by Thomas X. Noble of the 
University of Notre Dame.  He brings a keen eye to the complexities of history and 
culture and has won the Edmund Joyce Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
 
This course explores the essential contours of the human experience in what is 
called “Western Civilization” from its beginnings to our modern world. In the 
process of exploring the myriad forms of political and institutional structures and 
religious institutions, many of which still form our basic, often unquestioned 
assumptions and beliefs about how and why we do things one way and reject 
others. The course will also include a discussion of significant literary monuments 
by which we can understand the many cultural and political periods that contribute 
to our way of life today. 
 
“Myths, Lies, and Half-Truths of Language Usage” is taught by a very entertaining 
linguist, John McWhorter, William T. Simon Fellow at Columbia University. Having 
authored a great many books both scholarly and popular, for example, Words on 
the Move: Why English Won't - And Can't - Sit Still (Like, Literally). He has appeared 
on Good Morning America, Dateline NBC and other programs. 
 
This course asks, “What exactly is language?  What is it for and how does it work? 
These may sound like simple questions but if we consider that language is our most 
basic tool, that we use it every day, we do not think about these questions because 
we are immersed in it, as a fish is in water. This course examines English from a bit 
of a distance so we can better understand how strange, illogical, whimsical and 
beautiful it really is. 
 


