
August 17/24, 2020  |  35enr.com/mountainstates/resources/specialad

Mountain States -Spotlight on Specialty ContractorsSPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Rising 245 ft above grade, impressive 
steel bands create the exoskeleton for 
the (W)rapper Tower: an unconven-
tional, 17-story office that has zero inte-
rior columns, leaving the f loors entirely 
open. This unique building carries a 
name that alludes to both cutting-edge 
rap music and the steel bands that wrap 
around the building. 

For more than 20 years, owners 
Frederick and Laurie Samitaur Smith 
fought to build this structure, which 
they envisioned as the centerpiece, 
to further the transformation of this 
corner of Los Angeles, which borders 
Culver City. “I believe it will be a 
demonstrative statement of innovation,” 
Frederick Samitaur Smith says. “There’s 
a lot of innovation, hope and aspiration 
in this one building.” Following the 
commencement of this iconic project, 
Frederick Samitaur Smith passed away, 
leaving this as his final project and the 
keynote to his legacy, which his wife 
Laurie Samitaur Smith will continue. 

Frederick and Laurie Samitaur 
Smith have done much to give back to 
their community in building several 
structures in this area. Sadly, this 
part of Los Angeles had become a 
rundown industrial zone and struggled 
to attract any interest following the 

1992 riots. Now with the revitaliza-
tion projects that Samitaur Constructs 
has completed, this neighborhood 
is becoming reenergized with hope, 
opportunity and inspiration. 

From first sight, steel bands appear 
to hang from the building, yet they 
comprise the entire seismic-force-
resisting system, which occurs in the 
form of 28 60-in. x 12-in. curvilinear 
bands with zero straight segments. 
Double-height and mezzanine office 
levels are unique offerings of this 
structure, including a penthouse and 
spacious rooftop terrace.

“We started trying to do an 
economic turn around here, and we very 
much utilized architecture to be part of 
this symbol of change—positive, radical 
change,” says Laurie Samitaur Smith.

Despite the challenges the 
COVID-19 pandemic brings, this 
impressive structure continues its prog-
ress to completion—albeit at a slightly 
slower pace than originally anticipated. 

Safety measures come first with SME 
Steel, and this project is certainly no 
exception. Expected to finish in 2022, 
this office tower will be renowned for 
its innovation and ingenuity in archi-
tecture, engineering and structural 
steel—a standing testament to the 
resiliency of this community.

“We are pleased to be part of the 
design and construction team to help 
bring this one-of-a-kind project for 
generations to celebrate,” says SME 
Steel President Dieter Klohn.

With spacious, light-filled interiors 
complemented by panoramic rooftop 
views of the Los Angeles skyline,     
(W)rapper Tower stands as the first 
in a new mindset of creative, high-rise 
buildings. 

SME Steel Contractors has helped 
to build some of the most iconic proj-
ects across the Western United States, 
including Levi’s Stadium, Moscone 
Center, City Creek Center, SoFi Stadium 
and Resorts World Las Vegas. ◆

Unique (W)rapper Tower Revitalizes a Forgotten  
Neighborhood in Los Angeles
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(W)rapper Tower in Los Angeles is a creative high-rise office building wrapped with 

curvilinear bands and zero straight segments.

Project Details

Owner: Samitaur Constructs

Contractor: Matt Construction

Architect: Eric Owens Moss

Engineer: Arup

Structural Steel: SME Steel 

Contractors

Stairs and Railings: Southwest Steel

Heavy-Haul Provider: SME Logistics

• 6,346 tons

•  29,000 sq ft of steel-plate shear 

wall

• 180,000 sq ft of office space


